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Speech and Debate provides a meaningful and educational experience to all who are involved. 

We, as educators in the community, believe that it is our responsibility to provide resources 

that uphold the foundation of the Speech and Debate activity. Champion Briefs, its employees, 

managers, and associates take an oath to uphold the following Evidence Standard: 

 

1. We will never falsify facts, opinions, dissents, or any other information. 

2. We will never knowingly distribute information that has been proven to be inaccurate, 

even if the source of the information is legitimate. 

3. We will actively fight the dissemination of false information and will provide the 

community with clarity if we learn that a third-party has attempted to commit 

deception. 

4. We will never knowingly support or distribute studies, news articles, or other 

materials that use inaccurate methodologies to reach a conclusion or prove a point. 

5. We will provide meaningful clarification to any who question the legitimacy of 

information that we distribute. 

6. We will actively contribute to students’ understanding of the world by using evidence 

from a multitude of perspectives and schools of thought. 

7. We will, within our power, assist the community as a whole in its mission to achieve 

the goals and vision of this activity. 

 

These seven statements, while simple, represent the complex notion of what it means to 

advance students’ understanding of the world around them, as is the purpose of educators.
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The first Public Forum topic for the 2023-2024 debate season will be “Resolved, The 

United States federal government should substantially increase its military presence in the 

Arctic.” The United States is shifting away from the military commitments that have dominated 

public discourse in the last twenty years, Iraq and Afghanistan. Many are discussing what parts 

of the world require additional attention and resources. Europe and East Asia are the mainstays 

of the discussion over strategic priorities. The Arctic is another contender.  

This topic will force debaters to articulate coherent strategic national security priorities 

to the judge. What does the United States want in the world? What is the role of the American 

military? Despite the United States’ massive military budget, resources are scarce and decisions 

have to be made about what to prioritize and what to give up. So while this topic is ostensibly 

just about the Arctic, it requires that debaters situate the region in the context of the United 

States’ broader national security concerns. Doing this is no easy task but essential for crafting a 

compelling round narrative.  

Debaters will have the difficult task of weighing national security impacts against one 

another. This is because it is often very hard to see the marginal national security impact from 

taking any one action. How much does one additional military base in Europe contribute to 

deterrence? How much does buying one additional ship add to the navy’s capabilities? How 

much does troop training improve combat effectiveness? These are questions that are decided 

on the margins. The additional action will rarely make-or-break an entire strategic interest. But 

that is not the point. The actions still have to be weighed against one another and policymakers 

still have to make their best guess about how they will impact our strategic priorities. Debaters 

will have a similarly hard task of explaining to a judge how their arguments translate into 

concrete impacts.  

This topic deals with a complex, interesting issue. It will lead debaters to learn about a 

new subject matter and make nuanced arguments. I am very excited to see how it unfolds. 

Jakob Urda 
Editor-in-Chief 
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The September-October topic is often about foreign policy and national security. This 

year is no exception. This topic is familiar because of the emphasis on hard power and national 

interests. This topic is novel because it is forward-looking and examines an under-discussed 

world region. The best teams will transpose the analysis and strategy from similar topics in the 

past while capitalizing on the unique facets of the Arctic.  

The United States military has a presence in many parts of the world but a "#$"%&'%(&)!

presence in few. This topic asks debaters to consider what the United States' grand strategy 

should be. That is to say, how our country should prioritize allocating scarce military resources 

to achieve our overarching national security objectives. The United States cannot have a 

substantial presence in every part of the world. Only the regions that are the most core to our 

national interests can justify that type of treatment. So debaters must become experts at 

weighing different national security priorities against the risks and rewards of an Arctic 

presence.  

In addition to thinking about counterfactuals, debaters must also be able to weigh 

different types of impacts. National security, economic prosperity, and cultural preservation are 

all impacted by this topic. These impacts are seemingly disparate and hard to compare, but 
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skilled debaters will show the judge how the different aspects of the topic knit together into a 

cohesive narrative.  

!
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! Most debaters must make two arguments to win their rounds: first, they must explain 

the United States’ key strategic interests. They must provide a worldview that articulates the 

policy priorities, particularly foreign policy priorities, that America has. They must explain what 

the role of the military is in achieving those various policy priorities. Second, they need to 

explain how substantially increasing our military commitment to the Arctic trades off with other 

possible alternative futures. They need to be able to show that whatever advantage in foreign 

policy that the United States gains from its arctic presence offsets the most likely alternative. If 

troops are likely to come from one part of the world, debaters must show why the Arctic is 

more or less important to those aforementioned interests than the alternative deployment. 

Resources are limited, so every policy has alternatives and tradeoffs, none more costly than the 

military.  

 First, what are the United States’ strategic interests? Typically, the military is a tool of 

national security. Most judges will expect that the debate will revolve around core national 

security themes like great power competition, nonproliferation, and threats from rogue states. 

Of course, the military is often used for purposes outside of core national security issues, but 

the presumption in most rounds will be that security themes will dominate the debate. The 

United States has a variety of national security interests in the Arctic. First, it has an interest in 

balancing Russian and Chinese influence. To the extent that international relations is a zero-
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sum game, the United States seeks to deny adversaries advantages and secure those 

advantages for itself. In the Arctic, this may mean military basing, critical resources, energy 

supply lines, and alliances. Debaters will want to articulate with specificity the national security 

interests at stake. For example, America’s interest in defending Ukraine differs from America’s 

interest in creating a missile defense shield. Various national security interests are not 

interchangeable, and good debaters will be able to articulate the differences between them 

and weigh them.  

 Second, how will substantially expanding our Arctic presence tradeoff with other policy 

priorities? It is likely true that expanding America's presence in the Arctic has some colorable 

benefits for the United States. Most regions in the world have some strategic interest. But the 

military has finite resources and a limited supply of people and money. This means that a 

commitment to a new part of the world must be weighed against a corresponding reduction in 

presence in other regions. Additionally, debaters must consider whether new funding must be 

raised to support a mission in the Arctic and, if so, what priorities those funds trade off with.  

! But debaters cannot just make up possible tradeoffs and alternatives. For example, a 

con team could not say, "Funding for an Arctic presence is bad because the money could be 

used for universal healthcare." The reason is that while increasing the military presence in the 

Arctic trades off with "*+,%-('. , it does not trade off with &'/%-('.0!Debaters must show that 

the policy that Arctic presence trades off with is the +*"%!)(1,)/!&)%,2'&%(3, to the affirmative. 

That is to say, if America were not substantially increasing its presence in the Arctic, it would 

most likely be doing that particular alternative. For example, a team could argue that based on 
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America’s political priorities, funding for an Arctic presence might come at the cost of a more 

robust commitment to NATO.  

 To sum up, debaters need to have a clear vision of America's national interests and a 

firm grasp on how competing policies tradeoff with one another. Debaters who achieve both of 

these will be able to present convincing arguments to their judges because their claims will 

appear tied to policymaking reality. 

!
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The affirmative team should focus on defining America’s national security interest in the 

Arctic and then convincing the judge that those interests are unattainable without substantially 

increasing our military presence there. The key will be to pick a national security interest that is 

substantial enough to outweigh the tangible disadvantages of expended resources and diverted 

attention but also an interest that can be realistically attained or lost by increasing military 

presence in the Arctic without other policy interventions.  

What does the United States want in the Arctic? The answer is less obvious than in other 

regions, where the United States must manage a great power rivalry or alliance system. Rivals 

like Russia and China certainly have interests in the Arctic, but it is unclear where the Arctic falls 

on the relative order of their priorities. Affirmative teams will want to avoid getting bogged 

down in nebulous debates about “hegemony” that are untied to specific concrete policy 

interests. So they should think about exactly how the Arctic fits into America’s constellation of 

interests.  
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One place where the Arctic features prominently in America’s national security picture is 

missile defense. Fort Greely, formerly known as the US Arctic Defense Center, is the home of 

the United States Ground-Based Midcourse Defense System. This missile defense apparatus 

aims to shoot down incoming Intercontinental ballistic missiles. Because of the expected 

trajectory of incoming missiles being over the Arctic, it is imperative that any American missile 

defense system be based in the Arctic. The Ground-Based Midcourse Defense System is, in 

many ways, America's first, last, and best line of defense against a nuclear strike. But the 

system is still undergoing testing and has a questionable efficacy rate. The system also lacks 

sufficient interceptors and launchers to protect most of the United States adequately. To 

upgrade the system to where it needs to be for genuine homeland defense, the military would 

need to increase its commitment to the project substantially.  

Investing in the Ground-Based Midcourse Defense system would likely not tradeoff with 

other key military priorities. The assets required for refining and deploying improvements to 

the interceptor program are not the same as those required for assistance to Ukraine or 

Taiwan. Additionally, spending more money on science and technology could have the 

beneficial impact of creating unforeseen benefits in innovation and technology. For example, 

the military's forays into satellite technology during the Cold War led to unintentional, but not 

unwelcome, benefits in terms of GPS innovation and other technological improvements that 

materially affected Americans.  

The Ground-based Midcourse Defense system is just one example of how a pro team 

can design a compelling strategy. The key is to define the national security interests at stake 

specifically and to articulate how additional investment would help us achieve those goals.   
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 The negative side should start by identifying important national security policies with 

which an enhanced Arctic presence would tradeoff. They should highlight the key strategic 

functions of existing deployments and investments and convince the judge that foreclosing 

these priorities is a bad idea. The con has the advantage of pointing to tangible status quo 

programs with defined benefits, instead of being forced to speculate about the potential 

benefits that might stem from an enhanced presence in a new sector.  

 The negative side should consider arguments about how a deployment to the Arctic 

would substantially impede the United States’ ability to defend Taiwan and Ukraine. These two 

countries represent the front line of Great Power Competition and the key strategic interest in 

curbing the expansionism of China and Russia. Judges will be intuitively sympathetic to these 

impacts because they are already exposed to the national security discourse that these are vital 

strategic interests.  

 This argument would be a straightforward politics and material trade-off. The United 

States has finite resources and attention. The military can only focus on so much at the same 

time. Debaters would want to determine how much a likely Arctic mission would cost and 

determine the value of that money to Taiwan or Ukraine. Debaters should use historical 

examples to demonstrate how the United States cannot "do it all." Realistically, the military is 

only able to focus on one or two matters at a time. For example, during the war on terror era 

between 2001 and 2021, the United States focused on building counterterrorism capabilities 

but largely atrophied its great power competition capabilities. So too, here. The United States' 
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development of Arctic capabilities – icebreakers, new bases, polar warfare assets – would likely 

trade-off with the types of direct warfare kinetic assets that are required to deter China and 

Russia.  

 Debaters should explore arguments about why this trade-off would be particularly 

devastating now. Consider arguments about how Russia could go on the offensive in Ukraine or 

about how China is carefully monitoring the United States' posture in the Pacific. Make the case 

that any pivot away from frontline defense capabilities in Taiwan and Ukraine is unacceptable.  

 Overall, negative teams should focus on tradeoffs. This gives them the room to heap 

disadvantages onto their opponent's specific advocacies in rebuttal while preserving unique 

case offense. It provides a surefire way to preserve strong impacts for the second half of the 

round.  

 Good luck with the start of the debate season!   

 

 

27&($!8,9&7!:%',!

Jakob grew up in Brooklyn, New York. He graduated from the University of Chicago with 

a BA in Political Science and is currently seeking a Juris Doctorate from the Georgetown 

University Law Center. Jakob debated for Stuyvesant High School where he won Blake, GMU, 

Ridge, Scarsdale, Columbia, the NCFL national championship, and amassed 11 bids. He coached 

the winners of the NCFL national tournament, Harvard, and Blake.
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The United States has historically been known as a military hegemon worldwide. With 

the United States' military budget being approximately $500 billion less than the next highest 

country, it's clear the importance of having a military focus and emphasis for the United States 

on both a domestic and international scope. As more and more conflicts continue to arise 

worldwide, more questions are raised about the stretch of the United States military forces 

being spread too thin. The current conflict between Russia and Ukraine has been at the center 

of media attention for over a year, and the United States continues to ask for more military aid 

and funds to support Ukraine in this time of uncertainty and instability. In fact, since the release 

of the topic on August 7!" , there has been another 13 billion dollars requested by the United 

States when it comes to military aid to Ukraine.  

However, the Russia-Ukraine conflict isn't the only conflict on the radar of the 

international order. The Arctic has become an arena over the last few years that has become an 

area where multiple countries are squabbling for a sphere of influence and resources. Especially 

in conjunction with the Russia-Ukraine conflict, the Arctic has become an area of focus for 

militarization for countries, along with concern about climate concerns in the region. Countries 

such as China and Russia have been increasing their military presence)in the region to access 
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passageways and resources. This increase in presence)from these two countries is also 

magnifying the environmental concerns in the area. With the continued rise in the earth's 

temperature, the rise in global temperature is causing ice to melt, potentially causing certain 

areas of the Arctic to lose access. Thus, the resolution's questioning is timely based on the 

geopolitical tensions in the region, the world, and the concerns for the climate in the Arctic.  

!
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! The key component to this topic to consider is that the topic isn't about the 

establishment of military action but rather a substantial increase in the military pretense that 

the United States has in the region. While on some topics, the definitions of the resolution 

aren't critical, this topic highlights the need to have clear definitional clarity on both sides of the 

topic. Three key terms or phrases in the topic are important to highlight when it comes to 

understanding strategy for both sides of the debate.  

 The first definition to consider is the word ‘"#$"%&'%(&))/!('42,&",5 in relation to the 

action of military presence. This doesn't mean there needs to be a super intense topicality 

debate about the percentage that substantially represents. However, it is important to consider 

what substantial means in the context of the status quo military action and presence in the 

Arctic. When some research indicates that there are currently two United States-owned 

icebreakers in the Arctic, both sides need to understand what a substantial increase in that 

capacity would look like. The affirmative side needs to keep in mind that what they are 

defending needs to resolve the impacts they present while also being a great enough action to 

defend against questions of not being substantial.  
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 The second definition to understand is '+()(%&2/!62,",'4,5 in the resolution. There aren't 

many clear-cut definitions of this term in the literature. This allows the affirmative to create a 

clear scope with their argumentation. Because of the lack of clarity, a scope needs to be 

established rather than just defending a vague concept. This could mean anything from 

increasing bases to funding in the area, to military equipment, and so on. The affirmative 

limiting what they are defending is important to spike out of arguments that don't engage with 

the narrative being presented. An example would be if a negative team tries to argue against an 

affirmative team by stating that United States troops could be killed with increased troops on 

the ground when the affirmative is defending an increase in military icebreaker ships. This 

clarification of scope helps the clash of the debate for both sides.  

 The third definition to consider with this topic is that of the ‘724%(45 as the area the topic 

is focused on. While this seems simple by appearance, it is critical for teams debating this topic 

to understand the history and geopolitical nature of the region. Many maps and resources 

online explain the timeline of the Arctic and the countries that have controlled or influenced 

specific regions or trade routes. This is also important to understand when looking at the many 

influences and countries defined as the Arctic and the role that multilateral organizations such 

as NATO and the UN can have in the area.  

Both sides having an extensive topic education will help with knowing more of best 

strategy approaches when it comes to clashing in the debate in an effective manner. Previously 

when I was a debater, I never wanted to put effort into to knowing a topic beyond the stock 

arguments on the topic. I cannot advocate more strongly the importance of topic knowledge on 

topics such as this, especially in relation to foreign policy. It is also important for students to 
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understand that their topic knowledge is ever-changing. Throughout the last few weeks alone, 

this topic has been constantly changing and updating in the context of the July NATO Summit 

and in response to actions taken by countries and entities. It's very important for debaters to 

keep up to date on their topic research and, therefore, the research they read in the debate. 

There may be evidence released on the day of tournaments, so maintaining an understanding 

and a topic knowledge that isn't static based on a single topic analysis paper or brainstorm early 

in the topic release process.  

The final thought I have when it comes to the strategy of this topic is to create 

argumentation that isn't overly based on other forms of military presence. I know that 

sometimes it is easier to go back to the good ole' backfiles that your team may have or you can 

find online. While there have been military presence topics in the past, it is important to ensure 

your argumentation is based on the Arctic and not other areas of the world. Of course, some 

similar arguments can be utilized about the military in general, but having evidence specific to 

the Arctic will make arguments stronger and easier to clash with your opponent. Even though 

backfiles can inspire brainstorming on military-based topics, debaters must create an 

understanding based on current foreign policy and literature on the topic.  !  
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The affirmative has the scope of looking at the actions currently being made by China 

and Russia as a calculus for the actions that need to be taken in the Arctic. Several measures are 

already in place in the Arctic, both diplomatically and militarily. It's important to keep that 

context in mind when crafting affirmative arguments. When it comes to the approaches that 
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the affirmative can take, there are many stock arguments that the impact scenarios can be 

changed out at the discretion of the debaters.  

 First, the affirmative teams will consider that if the United States doesn't substantially 

increase its military presence, other countries, such as Russia, will fill in. Russia continues to 

expand for resources and economic power in the Arctic to help aid with the Ukraine war and 

the Russian economy. Without the United States stepping in militarily, Russia will continue to 

gain influence in the region, increasing its military actions and causing more conflict. The United 

States can deter Russia as a military might and access the resources that would allow continued 

militarization and countless deaths.  

The second argument an affirmative team could consider would be the climate. With 

increasing climate change worldwide, the Arctic is being impacted by rising temperatures and 

environmental impacts. If the United States were to increase its military presence in the region, 

there would be greater potential to engage in climate research and initiatives. This also could 

be spun with a scenario that the United States wouldn't be as destructive with resources in the 

Arctic compared to other counterparts that would fill in without the United States' military 

engagement in the region.  

Affirmative teams need to consider the role that the United States has with NATO and 

be able to defend why United States action is more important or viable actor to resolve the 

impact scenarios presented.  
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  The negative can make arguments based on the fact that the United States hasn't 

already substantially increased its military presence. If the action hasn't happened already, then 

why is now the critical time for the affirmative? This question is a central component of the 

resolution and establishes a foundation for many of the negative arguments that can be made. 

Negative teams can contend that United States military presence would do more harm than 

good in various ways.  

 The first approach is that action now by the United States would be seen as an act of 

war or conflict against countries such as China and Russia that are already in the region. This is 

especially true based on the heightened state of tensions geopolitically in the world right now. 

If the United States chooses to increase its military presence substantially, it could cause 

miscalculations in relation to the motive of the timing of such a choice. Russia has already felt 

tensions rising based on NATO actions being viewed as offensive and targeted. Thus, if the 

United States acts, it would cause possible conflict or war on a regional or worldwide level.  

 The second approach that negative teams can take with this topic is that of more policy-

based argumentation. Arguments that relate to the potential backlash that could come from an 

increased military budget, whether based on political capital or the funding aspect of such a 

policy implementation. When looking at political scenarios, there is the opportunity to look at 

specific bills that could pass or fail because of the pollical labor that military presence would 

undertake. This also could consider the Russia-Ukraine conflict and the fact that the United 

States has already taken such a vast role politically and with military expenses. With the 
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number of approaches that can be taken for such policy-based argumentation, the impact 

scenarios would be based on the logistics of the affirmative.  

 This topic allows a vast range of arguments to be brought into consideration. This topic 

will be rewarding to those that put in the effort to keep up with current events and news. I'd 

highly recommend setting up news alerts based on key terminology in the topic. Good luck, and 

have a great start to the season! 
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Welcome to the 2023-2024 debate season! Debaters have an interesting topic to start 

off with. The Arctic (a frozen tundra) is also a -*%"6*%89: for conflict. It has garnered attention 

because of its changing environmental conditions, emerging shipping routes, resources, and its 

role in geopolitics. Importantly, this topic asks whether the United States should “"#$"%&'%(&))/!

('42,&",! its military presence,” distinguishing its role in the topic from its present role in the 

Arctic and asking what the future of increased US military presence might mean for the Arctic. 

On the Pro, many of the arguments will be focused on safeguarding American interests, 

resources, its own security, and that of its allies. On the Con, teams will likely focus on the 

importance of international cooperation, environmental protection, and the potential for 

military escalation. Similar to many international affairs topics, this topic asks debaters to take 

into account the current geopolitical climate, recent developments, and historical context. 

!

+$%,$-./!0&#1*'-%,$*&#1!

! Having historical knowledge of the Arctic and the various actors in it can be helpful. The 

Arctic has historically been most inhospitable. Despite its remoteness, it has become more 

important over recent years, in large part due to the effects of climate change. Importantly, the 
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melting of ice makes the Arctic an important route for economic activity and trade. The changes 

precipitated by climate change have caused countries like Russia, Canada, the United States, 

Norway, and Denmark to become more involved with their territory within the Arctic Circle. 

Each of these countries has its own interests and their own territory in the Arctic. As ice melts, 

the land is bound to be exploited for its resources. But there are many questions that arise 

regarding territorial claims as the ice recedes, sovereignty, and strategic implications from each 

geopolitical player.  

As Russia has become more aggressive, it might be pertinent for the United States to 

change its strategy in the Arctic to be more aligned with these historical changes as well as the 

threat that Russia may pose to its interests in the Arctic. An important consideration in this shift 

in strategy, though, is the posture of its allies in the region as well as the effects that an 

increased military presence may have. Nations like Canada and Norway are strong supporters 

of international cooperation through the Arctic Council, which emphasizes a concerted effort in 

response to climate change that focuses on protecting the environment and development 

through sustainable methods. 

A shift in the US's strategy may or may not require an increased military presence. It is 

important for debaters to define the role of such military presence and to argue in 

favor/against it while keeping in mind whether or not such action is unilaterally supported or 

whether the effort is to be multilateral. Moreover, the US military has acted in offensive 

capacities, can bolster defenses, and has also acted as an aid for humanitarian assistance and in 

times of hardship. The many ways that the US military can play a role in the Arctic will allow 

teams to make unique and convincing arguments on its purpose in the Arctic and how it may be 
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capable of achieving particular goals that are in line with the US's strategy in the Arctic or the 

Arctic Council's strategy in the Arctic. 

With these important concerns for the debate in mind, let us discuss a few common 

arguments on each side of the debate. 
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Teams on the Pro of the debate may argue that expanding the US military presence in 

the Arctic is imperative to maintain a competitive edge against rival nations like Russia and 

China. As these nations compete in the region, a robust military presence can deter potential 

threats and ensure American access to valuable resources. The global competition for Arctic 

resources is becoming more intense, and a stronger military presence can signal US 

commitment to protecting its interests. Though China is a non-Arctic state, China considers 

itself an important player in the Arctic as it seeks to benefit from melting ice. Both Russia and 

China have been developing and investing in infrastructure and their ability to extract 

resources. A strong US presence can deter China and Russia from taking action that might 

infringe on other nations' sovereignty. Similarly, another argument is related to power 

projection and the US’s ability to act as a credible negotiator. By building up its military 

presence, it demonstrates to adversaries that the US is willing to take on a challenge and is 

well-prepared to meet them. 

Debaters can also focus on the US military’s role in humanitarian responses. For 

instance, the military can be important in search and rescue missions as the Arctic is still 

difficult to navigate despite the melting ice, and the harsh conditions represent a real danger to 
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people on the ground. It can also play a role in clean-up for oil spills or ecological disasters and 

as an important body for continuing research about conditions in the Arctic as climate change 

continues to change the Arctic. 

Finally, teams can discuss what it means for increased US military presence and how it 

may positively affect cooperation in the region. If teams can convincingly argue that US military 

presence is important for mutually beneficial opening of trade routes and sea navigation, it may 

be a compelling argument for judges, and the argument may fit well into the context of Con 

arguments. 

6-.,$*5-!2%.(4-#$1 !

 Debaters on the Con of this debate will frequently argue for cooperation as opposed to 

an increase in military presence and will argue that escalation reduces the likelihood of such 

cooperation from becoming fruitful. History has taught that nations can see themselves falling 

into an arms race with adversaries. The effects of these arms races can be impacted out to wars 

and conflicts themselves and can also be impacted out to the effects on the environment. With 

the environment being such an important concern for the debate surrounding the Arctic, Con 

teams will certainly bring up what the implications of increased military presence will have on 

the environment (whether that be the ecosystems in the Arctic or the rate at which sea levels 

rise or the rate of accidents happening). The costs associated with either are immense. It may 

be a convincing strategy for Con teams to argue that the likelihood of cooperation around 

climate change is lessened as a result of increased US military presence, but the argument 

would be incomplete without having a good response to the argument that Pro teams will 

make that no action on climate change can reverse the effects of climate change and that the 
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world has already passed a tipping point. It may also be strategic to have impacts that extend 

beyond climate change and into arguments about cooperating in arms 2,;#4%(*' in the Arctic or 

humanitarian assistance in the Arctic.  

0&#);(1*&#!

 This debate topic allows debaters to be original with their argumentation. While 

the arguments that are discussed above may give a snapshot of the debate, I encourage 

debaters to think outside of the box with the possibilities that this debate can go. It might be 

interesting to consider how negotiations in Ukraine might be affected by policy in the Arctic. Or 

maybe teams can consider how other treaties and their importance in the international arena 

might be affected by the policy in the Arctic. Still, despite these areas where debaters can add a 

little flair to the debate, the topic is narrow enough for debaters who are just starting off their 

competitive careers to strengthen their understanding of international affairs, learn about 

historical developments, and heighten creative thinking. Best of luck! 
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=&%->&%'?!We at Champion Briefs feel that having deep knowledge about a topic is just as 

valuable as formulating the right arguments. Having general background knowledge about the 

topic area helps debaters form more coherent arguments from their breadth of knowledge. As 

such, we have compiled general information on the key concepts and general areas that we feel 

will best suit you for in- and out-of-round use. Any strong strategy or argument must be built 

from a strong foundation of information; we hope that you will utilize this section to help build 

that foundation. 
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The Arctic is a region located at the northernmost part of the Earth. It encompasses territories 

in the United States, Greenland, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Russia, and Canada. It is 

known for extremely cold temperatures and difficulty of navigation due to being covered by a 

thick layer of ice. It is home to an indigenous community as well as a vibrant ecosystem of flora 

and fauna that have adapted to survive its conditions. 

The Arctic is home to considerable natural resource wealth. The Arctic hosts oil, gas, and 

mineral reserves that could be used for industry and economic activity. Traditionally, Arctic 

resources have been inaccessible because of the hostile climate. But as climate change warms 

the Arctic and technology improves, Arctic resources have become substantially easier to 

access. The Arctic also has considerable potential value as a trade route between North 

America and Eurasia, as an alternative to costly shipping routes and overland travel. This too 

has become newly accessible as climate change has melted previously impassable ice 

formations.  

The Arctic is the subject of considerable scientific and technological research. Organizations 

such as the International Arctic Science Committee are devoted to studying the Arctic biome. 

The Arctic holds considerable promise for technologies such as sustainable forestry, 

environmental preservation, and new species discovery. Much of the scientific discovery 

process in the Arctic happens on a multilateral basis, involving cooperation between the Arctic 

nations.  

The Arctic is also the location of considerable national security competition. Countries like the 

United States and Russia are wary of each other’s intentions in the Arctic and may seek to deny 

each other access to valuable resources. China has also taken an interest in the Arctic for its 

mineral and economic value.  
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The Arctic territory is managed by the sovereign states who hold Arctic territory and 

intergovernmental organizations designed to facilitate joint-sum cooperation. In many ways, 

the United States, Greenland, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Russia, and Canada 

administer their Arctic territory similarly to their non-Arctic territory. From collecting 

taxes to policing criminal activity, the “Arctic” designation of territory is less important 

to places like Alaska than their designation as subunits of a broader state apparatus. 

Often, when it comes to dealing with “the Arctic” what people actually talk about is 

dealing with the various states who hold Arctic territory.  

 

Some issues of Arctic administration are dealt with on an intergovernmental basis through 

multinational organizations. The Arctic Council is one such organization that addresses issues 

that Arctic governments and indigenous people commonly face. The eight aforementioned 

countries are members of the Arctic Council, and six organizations representing indigenous 

peoples have permanent participant status (The Aleut International Association, The Arctic 

Athabaskan Council, The Gwich'in Council International, The Inuit Circumpolar Council, The 

Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North, and the Saami Council.) There are also 

several non-member observer countries: Germany, Netherlands, Poland, United Kingdom, 

France, Spain, China, India, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, and Switzerland. 

 

The Council facilitates high-level dialogues between member states in order to create 

cooperation and consensus on international issues facing the Arctic. The Council has also 

provided a forum for the negotiation of three important legally binding agreements among the 

eight Arctic States: Agreement on Cooperation on Aeronautical and Maritime Search and 

Rescue in the Arctic (2011), Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness 

and Response in the Arctic (2013), Agreement on Enhancing International Arctic Scientific 

Cooperation (2017). But the Council is divided on the role and appropriateness of military 

presence in the Arctic.  
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The Arctic is home to rich natural resources that are increasingly accessible for gathering. The 

U.S. Geological Survey estimates that undiscovered oil and gas reserves in the Arctic amount to 

22% of the world's total, about 412 billion barrels of oil. This has spurred interest in a variety to 

industries that seek to exploit these resources, such as through deep water drilling. But Arctic 

oil is not a sure thing: Arctic oil production is costly; the break-even point (price required to 

cover the cost of production) of known but undeveloped Arctic oil reservoirs was $78.6 per 

barrel; this was more expensive to produce than almost all other forms of oil.  

 

The Arctic also has substantial deposits of valuable mineral resources. Significant deposits of 

phosphate, bauxite, diamonds, iron ore, and gold are in the Arctic. But like offshore drilling, the 

climate of the Arctic makes accessing these minerals difficult. Permafrost and snow make 

sustained extraction difficult. The Arctic also has substantial deposits of rare earth minerals. 

These are a class of minerals that are essential for building next-generation technologies like 

electric vehicles and solar panels. The United States, European Union, and China are all 

interested in acquiring the rights to mine for Arctic rare earth minerals from newly discovered 

deposits.  

 

The Arctic harbors substantial economic potential as a transcontinental shipping route. 

Currently, many potential shipping passages are blocked by ice for much of the year. But 

passages that previously were inaccessible are now becoming accessible due to climate change. 

The consequences of these shorter trade routes are less fuel consumption, less carbon 

emissions and faster transportation of goods.   
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The United States military is composed of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space 

Force, and Coast Guard. The president of the United States is the military's commander-in-

chief, making him the ultimate authority over military matters. He oversees the Department of 

Defense and Department of Homeland Security, which are the principal organs by which 

military policy is carried out. The United States spends nearly $900 billion on the military every 

year. This is by far the highest amount of military spending in the world, accounting for 39% of 

the world’s total defense expenditure. The United States Military operates 800 military bases 

around the world.  

 

The United States military is involved in engagements worldwide ranging from 

counterterrorism operations, troop training, and security assistance. The United States has 

between 160,000 to 170,000 active-duty personnel stationed outside it and its territories. 

Military personnel are typically deployed as part of several peacekeeping missions, military 

attachés, or are part of embassy and consulate security. There are currently 20,000 soldiers in 

Alaska.  

 

Outside of North America, the United States military is heavily deployed across Asia and 

Europe. There are over 50,000 soldiers stationed in Japan and 25,000 in South Korea. There are 

35,000 soldiers in Germany and 12,000 soldiers in Italy. Between 2018 and 2020, the United 

States military was involved in counterterrorism missions across 85 countries. The military was 

involved in counterterrorism troop training in 79 countries and had combat troops in 12 

countries.   
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PRO: Military presence ensures access to the Northern Sea 

Route  

 

2%.(4-#$?!Russia is currently using the Northern Sea Route to support China, which can be 

stopped through an active US military presence 

!

@,%%,#$?!The current US military presence in the Arctic is insufficient 

 

Hart, Thatcher. “The need for increased US presence in the Arctic.” 7+,2(4&'!<,4#2(%/!

=2*>,4%, December 10, 2021, https://www.americansecurityproject.org/the-need-

for-increased-u-s-presence-in-the-arctic/ 
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*#1(33*)*-#$!4*;*$,%/!7,1-!3(#'*#.!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H This is needed to combat the challenges 

that come with the harsh climate of the region, such as the melting ice and thawing 

permafrost, which contribute to the instability of infrastructure in these installations and 

decreased military readiness. Once these shortcomings are addressed, the U.S. will be 

capable of enforcing its sovereignty in the region.!

 

@,%%,#$?!Arctic sea routes, specifically the Northern Sea Route, are key to economic expansion 
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Forsyth, Michael J. “Why Alaska and the Arctic are Critical to the National Security of the 

United States.” Military Review, Jan/Feb 2018, 
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,7(#',#$!#,$(%,;!%-1&(%)-1!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H There are across the entire Arctic oil, gas, coal, 

rare-earth metals, and fisheries. It is estimated that 13 percent of the undiscovered oil 

and 30 percent of the gas worldwide is in the region, along with a host of other 

resources.11 As a result, Arctic nations are very interested in tapping into these to 

facilitate economic growth and generate revenue. The retreat of sea ice and glacial melt 

is making these resources more accessible to the Arctic and interesting near-Arctic 

nations like China. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Russia is currently using the Northern Sea Route to support China 

 

Lee, Julian. “Russia’s Arctic Shipping Route Gets Busy With Oil Traffic to China.” 

?)**+$,2. , July 24, 2023, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-07-

24/russia-s-northern-sea-route-gets-busy-with-oil-traffic-to-china#xj4y7vzkg. 
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@,%%,#$?!China and Russia’s alliance is potentially extraordinarily dangerous 

 

Scobell, Andrew, and Niklas Swanstrom. “The China-Russia ‘Alliance’: Double the Danger 

or Limited Partnership?” @'(%,;!<%&%,"!A'"%(%#%,!*B!=,&4,, December 15, 2022, 

https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/12/china-russia-alliance-double-danger-

or-limited-partnership. 
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@,%%,#$?!An increased US military presence would help stop cooperation 

 

Pezard, Rand. “China’s Strategy and Activities in the Arctic.” RAND, 2022, 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1282-1-v2.html. 
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In addition to monitoring Arctic developments for these red flags, the U.S. Department of 

Defense (DoD), working in collaboration with interagency and international partners, can 

take steps to maintain and reinforce current factors of resilience, and to address some of 

the gaps and uncertainties that remain. We present five specific recommendations. 2!

3*%1$!%-)&44-#',$*&#!*1!$&!#&$!&#;/!4,*#$,*#!1&;*',%*$/!,4&#.!:H+H!,;;*-1!,#'!I,%$#-%1!

*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!7($!,;1&!$&!1$%-#.$A-#!*$!>A-%-5-%!I&11*7;-H!GA-%-!*1!,!1$%&#.!)&#1-#1(1!

,4&#.!2%)$*)!1$,$-1!$&!4,*#$,*#!$A-!.&5-%#,#)-!&3!2%)$*)!,33,*%1!,4&#.!$A-41-;5-1J!

,#'!$A*1!%-4,*#1!,!I&>-%3(;!&71$,);-!$&!(#'-1*%,7;-!0A*#-1-!*#5&;5-4-#$!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!

GA*1!%-)&44-#',$*&#!),;;1!3&%!1(1$,*#*#.!,)$*5-!4(;$*;,$-%,;!,#'!7*;,$-%,;!'*I;&4,$*)!

,)$*5*$*-1!>*$A!$A-1-!)&(#$%*-1!,#'!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;!,#'!&$A-%!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!3&%,H!"#!

,''*$*&#J!_&_!,#'!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!A,5-!*4I&%$,#$!%&;-1!*#!4,*#$,*#*#.J!,#'!*#!

1&4-!),1-1!-#A,#)*#.J!-#.,.-4-#$!>*$A!&$A-%!2%)$*)!1$,$-1̀ 4*#(1!E(11*,̀ $A%&(.A!

1-)(%*$/!)&&I-%,$*&#!,)$*5*$*-1, which range from high-level exchanges to exercises, to 

joint training, to maritime domain awareness and safety activities (particularly with 

counterparts in Canada, Norway, and Denmark and in the context of certain North 

American Aerospace Defense Command [NORAD] and North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

[NATO] activities). 

 

"4I,)$?! The Northern Sea Route is a game-changer for global trade 

 

Shetty, Kanishk. “The Northern Sea route: A gamechanger or a road to hegemony.” 

C$",23,2!D,",&24-!E*#';&%(*', June 6, 2023, https://www.orfonline.org/expert-

speak/the-northern-sea-route/. 

 

GA-!6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-!N6+EPJ!&%!$A-!6&%$A-,1$!C,11,.-!N6aCPJ!)&##-)$1!$A-!-,1$-%#!

,#'!>-1$-%#!I,%$1!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#H!@A*;-!$A-!+(-S!0,#,;!%&($-!N'-I*)$-'!*#!7;(-!*#!

$A-!*4,.-!7-;&>P!7-$>--#!a(%&I-!,#'!21*,!A,1!,!'*1$,#)-!&3!UWJVVV!9*;&4-$%-1J!$A-!

6+E!N*#!%-'P!A,1!,!'*1$,#)-!&3!WOJVVV!9*;&4-$%-1J!%-'()*#.!$A-!$&!,#'!3%&!1,*;*#.!$*4-!
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3%&4!&#-!4&#$A!$&!;-11!$A,#!$>&!>--91!7-$>--#!a(%&I-!,#'!21*,H!With most of the 

NSR abutting its northern landmass, Russia has played a major role in its development. It 

approved a US$29 billion development plan for the NSR in August 2022, effective till 

2035. b*->-'!,1!,!4,*#!,%$-%/!&3!$A-!E(11*,#!2%)$*)J!$A-!I;,#!-#5*1*&#1!E(11*,!.,*#*#.!

$A%--!1I-)*3*)!.-&1$%,$-.*)!,#'!.-&-)&#&4*)!7-#-3*$1!3%&4!$A-!6+EH?!Z-)&4-!,#!

*#$-%#,$*&#,;!-#-%./!1(I-%A*.A>,/!3&%!A/'%&),%7&#1!-KI&%$!,#'!$%,'-!&3!&$A-%!#,$(%,;!

%-1&(%)-1!&3!$A-!E(11*,#!2%)$*)c!0%-,$-!%&7(1$!1(II;/!)A,*#1!$&!$A-!2%)$*)!d&#-!&3!$A-!

E(11*,#!=-'-%,$*&#!N2dE=P!$&!-#1(%-!$A-!(#A*#'-%-'!1(II;/!&3!.&&'1!$&!$A-!I&%$1!,#'!

#->!eI&*#$1!&3!-)&#&4*)!.%&>$Afc!<,*#!)-#$%,;*$/!*#!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!$%,'-!$%,#1*$H 

 

2#,;/ 1*1?!This is a good argument because it deals with the timely issue of China-Russia 

cooperation in a unique way, by focusing on the Russian side of the equation. Teams could go 

deeper by researching how funds from the Russian sale of oil are being used to finance the War 

in Ukraine. 

! !



Pro Arguments   Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  47 

PRO: Military presence deters China -Russia collaboration  

 

2%.(4-#$?!An increased military presence in the Arctic will prevent China from openly 

collaborating with Russia on Arctic issues 

!

@,%%,#$?!China and Russia are becoming closer on Arctic issues 

 

Funaiole, Matthew P. “Frozen Frontiers: China’s Great Power Ambitions in the Polar 

Regions.” Center for Strategic and International Studies, Apr. 1, 2023, 

https://features.csis.org/hiddenreach/china-polar-research-facility/. 

 

China has long viewed Russia as a gateway to the Arctic. The two countries began holding 

official dialogues on the Arctic more than a decade ago, but Russia has historically 

bristled at China’s push into its far north. Russia initially opposed China’s campaign to 

become an observer state of the Arctic Council, and in 2012, it blocked Chinese research 

vessels from conducting surveys along the Northern Sea Route.!C,%$!&3!F&1)&>R1!

)&#)-%#!;*9-;/!1$-41!3%&4!$A-!3,)$!$A,$!$A-!E(11*,#!4*;*$,%/!&I-%,$-1!1&4-!&3!*$1!4&1$!

1-#1*$*5-!1$%,$-.*)!,11-$1!$A-%-J!*#);('*#.!7,;;*1$*)!4*11*;-!1(74,%*#-1J!1$%,$-.*)!$-1$!

1*$-1J!4*11*;-!'-3-#1-!1/1$-41J!,#'!,'5,#)-'!%,',%!,%%,/1H!GA*1!'/#,4*)!4,/!#&>!7-!

)A,#.*#.H!GA-!>,%!*#!:9%,*#-!A,1!;-3$!E(11*,!*#)%-,1*#.;/!*1&;,$-'!,#'!%-;*,#$!&#!0A*#,!

3&%!)%()*,;!*#5-1$4-#$1!*#!$-)A#&;&./!,#'!*#3%,1$%()$(%-H!GA-!)&#3;*)$!A,1!,;1&!;-3$!$A-!

2%)$*)!0&(#)*;!*#!3;(KJ!,1!E(11*,!A,1!7--#!1A(##-'!7/!$A-!%-4,*#*#.!4-47-%!1$,$-1J!,#'!

0A*#,!A,1!1,*'!*$!>*;;!%-3(1-!$&!%-)&.#*S-!$A-!7&'/!>*$A&($!E(11*,R1!I,%$*)*I,$*&#H!

0A*#-1-!1)A&;,%1!A,5-!I%-5*&(1;/!,#,;/S-'!A&>!7-1$!$&!.,*#!,!3&&$A&;'!*#!$A-!E(11*,#!

2%)$*)H!"#!UVWgJ!I%&4*#-#$!,),'-4*)1!3%&4!$A-!0A*#-1-!2),'-4/!&3!+)*-#)-1!,#'!

=(SA&(!:#*5-%1*$/!)&#'()$-'!,!1$('/!$&!*'-#$*3/!>A*)A!E(11*,#!I&%$1!,;&#.!$A-!1$%,$-.*)!

6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-!A&;'!$A-!.%-,$-1$!I&$-#$*,;!3&%!3,)*;*$,$*#.!0A*#-1-!,))-11!$&!$A-!

%-.*&#H 
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@,%%,#$?!An increased US military presence would help stop cooperation 

 

Pezard, Rand. “China’s Strategy and Activities in the Arctic.” RAND, 2022, 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1282-1-v2.html. 

 

In addition to monitoring Arctic developments for these red flags, the U.S. Department of 

Defense (DoD), working in collaboration with interagency and international partners, can 

take steps to maintain and reinforce current factors of resilience, and to address some of 

the gaps and uncertainties that remain. We present five specific recommendations. 2!

3*%1$!%-)&44-#',$*&#!*1!$&!#&$!&#;/!4,*#$,*#!1&;*',%*$/!,4&#.!:H+H!,;;*-1!,#'!I,%$#-%1!

*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!7($!,;1&!$&!1$%-#.$A-#!*$!>A-%-5-%!I&11*7;-H!GA-%-!*1!,!1$%&#.!)&#1-#1(1!

,4&#.!2%)$*)!1$,$-1!$&!4,*#$,*#!$A-!.&5-%#,#)-!&3!2%)$*)!,33,*%1!,4&#.!$A-41-;5-1J!

,#'!$A*1!%-4,*#1!,!I&>-%3(;!&71$,);-!$&!(#'-1*%,7;-!0A*#-1-!*#5&;5-4-#$!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!

GA*1!%-)&44-#',$*&#!),;;1!3&%!1(1$,*#*#.!,)$*5-!4(;$*;,$-%,;!,#'!7*;,$-%,;!'*I;&4,$*)!

,)$*5*$*-1!>*$A!$A-1-!)&(#$%*-1!,#'!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;!,#'!&$A-%!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!3&%,H!"#!

,''*$*&#J!_&_!,#'!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!A,5-!*4I&%$,#$!%&;-1!*#!4,*#$,*#*#.J!,#'!*#!

1&4-!),1-1!-#A,#)*#.J!-#.,.-4-#$!>*$A!&$A-%!2%)$*)!1$,$-1` 4*#(1!E(11*,̀ $A%&(.A!

1-)(%*$/!)&&I-%,$*&#!,)$*5*$*-1, which range from high-level exchanges to exercises, to 

joint training, to maritime domain awareness and safety activities (particularly with 

counterparts in Canada, Norway, and Denmark and in the context of certain North 

American Aerospace Defense Command [NORAD] and North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

[NATO] activities). 

 

@,%%,#$?!China’s interest in the Arctic is militarily motivated 

 

Funaiole, Matthew P. “Frozen Frontiers: China’s Great Power Ambitions in the Polar 

Regions.” Center for Strategic and International Studies, Apr. 1, 2023, 

https://features.csis.org/hiddenreach/china-polar-research-facility/. 
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0A*#,R1!&>#!1$%,$-.*)!>%*$*#.1!4,9-!);-,%!$A,$!$A-!CL2!A,1!*$1!1*.A$1!&#!$A-!%-.*&#H!GA-!

UVUV!-'*$*&#!&3!+)*-#)-!&3!F*;*$,%/!+$%,$-./` $A-!4&1$!%-)-#$!-'*$*&#!&3!,#!*#3;(-#$*,;!

$-K$7&&9!&#!4*;*$,%/!$A*#9*#.!I(7;*1A-'!7/!0A*#,R1!6,$*&#,;!_-3-#1-!:#*5-%1*$/` 1$,$-1!

7;(#$;/!$A,$!e4*;*$,%/T)*5*;*,#!4*K*#.!*1!$A-!4,*#!>,/!3&%!.%-,$!I&>-%1!$&!,)A*-5-!,!I&;,%!

4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-Hf!"$!,''1!$A,$!0A*#,!1A&(;'!e.*5-!3(;;!I;,/!$&!$A-!%&;-!&3!4*;*$,%/!3&%)-1!

*#!1(II&%$*#.!I&;,%!1)*-#$*3*)!%-1-,%)A!,#'!&$A-%!&I-%,$*&#1Hf!GA-!'(,;T(1-!#,$(%-!&3!

2%)$*)!%-1-,%)A!-I*$&4*S-1!0A*#,R1!4*;*$,%/T)*5*;!3(1*&#!NF0=P!1$%,$-./J!>A*)A!,*41!$&!

4,%1A,;!)*5*;*,#!%-1&(%)-1!$&!1(II&%$!$A-!CL2J!,#'!(;$*4,$-;/!$&!3(1-!$&.-$A-%!0A*#,R1!

5,%*&(1!#,$*&#,;!1$%,$-.*-1!$&!1*4(;$,#-&(1;/!,'5,#)-!1-)(%*$/!,#'!'-5-;&I4-#$!.&,;1 . 

President Xi Jinping has significantly elevated the importance of MCF, and it is 

unsurprising that this thinking is being applied to the Arctic. 

 

@,%%,#$?!China’s presence in the Arctic poses a long-term threat to stability 

 

Pezard, Rand. “China’s Strategy and Activities in the Arctic.” D7FG, 2022, 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1282-1-v2.html. 

 

The PLA’s primary military aims today are to hold the U.S. military at bay in potential 

conflicts near China’s coasts via counter-intervention capabilities (!"# ), often 

described by U.S. analysts as “anti-access/area denial” capabilities. M#!,!;&#.-%!$*4-!

A&%*S&#J!*$!*1!)&#)-*5,7;-!$A,$!,!%-3&%4-'J!4&%-!\&*#$!,#'!-KI-'*$*&#,%/!CL2!>*$A!

.%-,$-%!1(1$,*#4-#$!,#!I&>-%!I%&\-)$*&#!),I,7*;*$*-1J!*3!*$!-#$-%-'!*#$&!,!;,%.-T1),;-!&%!

,;; T&($!)&#3;*)$J!4*.A$!,*4!$&!$A%-,$-#!$A-!:H+H!,))-11!$&J!&%!$A%-,$-#!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!

5*,J!$A-!2%)$*)H!G&!I%-I,%-!3&%!$A-!I&11*7*;*$/!$A,$!$A-!2%)$*)!>*;;!&#)-!4&%-!7-!,!1*$-!&3!

.%-,$!I&>-%!4*;*$,%/!)&4I-$*$*&#J!0A*#,!>&(;'!;&.*),;;/!1--9!$&!;,/!$A-!.%&(#'>&%9!

#&>!3&%!,!1(II&%$*#.!*#3%,1$%()$(%-!$A,$!*$!>&(;'!#--'!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!1A&(;'!)&#3;*)$!

&))(%!$A-%-H!"#!$A,$!),1-J!0A*#,R1!,47*$*&#1!3&%!,))-11!$&!$A-!6&%$A!24-%*),#!2%)$*)!

)&(;'!*#);('-?!(1*#.!,#/!&1$-#1*7;/!1)*-#$*3*)!%-1-,%)A!7,1-!&%!3,)*;*$/!*$!)&#1$%()$1!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!$&!)&;;-)$!*#$-;;*.-#)-!&%!)&4I%&4*1-!$A-!&I-%,$*&#1!&3!:H+HJ!0,#,'*,#J!&%!
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7%&,'-%!6&%$A!2$;,#$*)!G%-,$/!M%.,#*S,$*&#!N62GMP!3&%)-1c!A&;'*#.!,$!%*19!:H+H!3&%)-1J!

7,1-1!,#'!3,)*;*$*-1!*#!2;,19,!&%!<%--#;,#'!$A,$!>&(;'!1(II&%$!I&>-%!I%&\-)$*&#!*#!$A-!

-5-#$!&3!,!)%*1*1!&%!)&#3;*)$J!I&11*7;/!$A%&(.A!$A-!(1-!&3!CL2!\&*#$!3&%)-1J!*#);('*#.!CL26!

5-11-;1!&%!&1$-#1*7;/!)&44-%)*,;!5-11-;1J!&I-%,$*#.!*#!2%)$*)!>,$-%1; targeting assets of 

the binational North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) network and the 

U.S. Air Force (USAF), including intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) 

facilities, ballistic missile early warning systems (BMEWS), and ballistic missile defenses 

and support architecture based across the region; potentially inserting its own 

submarines into the Arctic Ocean, either to contest the U.S. ability to use those waters as 

a bastion for American nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs) or to 

enhance the survivability of the PLAN’s own at-sea strategic nuclear assets. 

 

"4I,)$?! A war with China goes nuclear – That’s an existential threat! 

 

Boot, Max. “In the U.S.-China competition, the real ‘existential’ danger is nuclear war.” 

The Washington Post, Apr. 17, 2023, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/04/17/china-united-states-

nuclear-conflict-danger/. 

 

And yet China is in the midst of a rapid nuclear buildup. GA-!;,$-1$!C-#$,.&#!%-I&%$!&#!

0A*#-1-!4*;*$,%/!I&>-%!I%&\-)$1!$A,$!*$1!#();-,%!1$&)9I*;-!>*;;!.%&>!3%&4!hVV!>,%A-,'1!

$&',/!$&!WJiVV!>,%A-,'1!7/!UVOiH!GA-!%-I&%$!,;1&!>,%#1!$A,$J!>A*;-!0A*#,!#&4*#,;;/!

,'A-%-1!$&!,!e#&!3*%1$!(1-f!I&;*)/!&#!#();-,%!>-,I&#1J!eZ-*\*#.!I%&7,7;/!>&(;'!j!

)&#1*'-%!#();-,%!(1-!$&!%-1$&%-!'-$-%%-#)-!*3!,!)&#5-#$*&#,;!4*;*$,%/!'-3-,$!.%,5-;/!

$A%-,$-#-'!CE0!1(%5*5,;Hf!<*5-#!$A,$!,!3,*;-'!*#5,1*&#!&3!G,*>,#!)&(;'!$A%-,$-#!$A-!

00CR1!I&>-%J!*$R1!%-,1&#,7;-!$&!>&%%/!$A,$!0A*#,!)&(;'!(I!$A-!,#$-!7/!.&*#.!#();-,%H!

GA-!%*19!&3!#();-,%!-1),;,$*&#!*1!,;;!$A-!.%-,$-%!7-),(1-J!,1!,!1-#*&%!:H+H!,'4*%,;!

-KI;,*#-'!$&!4-J!*$!> &(;'!7-!'*33*)(;$!3&%!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!$&!>*#!,!>,%!&5-%!G,*>,#!7/!

,$$,)9*#.!&#;/!0A*#-1-!1A*I1!,$!1-,!,#'!0A*#-1-!,*%)%,3$!*#!$A-!19*-1H!The United States 
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could find itself compelled, as a matter of military necessity, to attack bases in China. 

China, in turn, could strike U.S. bases in Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Guam, even 

Hawaii and the West Coast. 

!

2#,;/1*1?!This is a good argument because it deals with the timely issue of China-Russia 

cooperation and takes it to a logical conclusion. Nuclear war is a strong impact that opponents 

will have difficulty outweighing. 
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PRO: Military presence extends American hegemony  

 

2%.(4-#$?!A US presence in the Arctic is key for the military to project power around the 

world. 

!

@,%%,#$?!The current US military presence in the Arctic is insufficient 

 

Hart, Thatcher. “The need for increased US presence in the Arctic.” 7+,2(4&'!<,4#2(%/!

=2*>,4%, December 10, 2021, https://www.americansecurityproject.org/the-need-

for-increased-u-s-presence-in-the-arctic/ 

 

GA-!:H+H!A,1!,!14,;;!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!$A,$!)&(;'!>&%1-#!$A-!I%&1I-)$1!&3!

:H+H!*#5&;5-4-#$!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!E-I%-1-#$,$*5-1!$&()A-'!&#!$A*1!A-,5*;/!'(%*#.!$A-!

A-,%*#.!,#'!4,'-!,!I&*#$!$&!);,%*3/!>A-%-!*#5-1$4-#$!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!)&(;'!7-!*4I%&5-'H!

GA-!;*4*$-'!#(47-%!&3!1,$-;;*$-1!1(*$-'!$&!I%&5*'-!*#3&%4,$*&#!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!4,9-1!*$!

'*33*)(;$!3&%!4*;*$,%/!*#1$,;;,$*&#1!,#'!1A*I1!$&!#,5*.,$-J!)&44(#*),$-J!,#'!$%,#13-%!',$,!

-33-)$*5-;/H!GA*1!;,)9!&3!*#3&%4,$*&#!*#$-%3-%-1!>*$A!4*;*$,%/!%-,'*#-11!,#'!'-)%-,1-1!

#,$*&#,;!1-)(%*$/H!"#!,''*$*&#J!$A-!:H+H!'&-1!#&$!A,5-!,#!-KI,#1*5-!*)-7%-,9-%!3;--$!*#!

$A-!%-.*&#H!")-7%-,9-%1!1A&(;'!7-)&4-!4&%-!I%-1-#$!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,#'!*#);('-!

,II%&I%*,$-!>-,I&#1!1A&(;'!$A-!:H+H!-5-%!A,5-!$&!1A&>!3&%)-H!L,1$;/J!$A-%-!*1!

*#1(33*)*-#$!4*;*$,%/!7,1-!3(#'*#.!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H This is needed to combat the challenges 

that come with the harsh climate of the region, such as the melting ice and thawing 

permafrost, which contribute to the instability of infrastructure in these installations and 

decreased military readiness. Once these shortcomings are addressed, the U.S. will be 

capable of enforcing its sovereignty in the region.!

 

@,%%,#$?!The Arctic is key to projecting US hegemony around the world 
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Forsyth, Michael J. “Why Alaska and the Arctic are Critical to the National Security of the 

United States.” H()(%&2/!D,3(,I, Jan/Feb 2018, 

https://www.armyupress.army.mil/Journals/Military-Review/English-Edition-

Archives/January-February-2018/Why-Alaska-and-the-Arctic-are-Critical-to-the-

National-Security-of-the-United-States/ 

 

e2;,19,!*1!$A-!4&1$!1$%,$-.*)!I;,)-!&#!-,%$AJf!1$,$-'!Z%*.H!<-#H!Z*;;/!F*$)A-;;!*#!

$-1$*4&#/!7-3&%-!0&#.%-11!*#!WgOiH!GA-!%-,1&#!3&%!$A*1!7&;'!1$,$-4-#$!*1!$A,$!2;,19,!*1!

$A-!);&1-1$!:H+H!;&),$*&#!$&!$A-!)-#$-%!&3!$A-!6&%$A-%#!^-4*1IA-%-!N1--!3*.(%-!WPH!GA-!

1$,$-!*1!1*#.(;,%;/!);&1-%!$&!4,#/!#,$*&#,;!),I*$,;1!*#!$A-!A-4*1IA-%-!$A,#!4&1$!I&*#$1!

*#!$A-!;&>-%!3&%$/T-*.A$!1$,$-1H!GA*1!4,9-1!2;,19,!$A-!I-%3-)$!I&>-%!I%&\-)$*&#!

I;,$3&%4!3&%!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!3%&4!,!4*;*$,%/!1$,#'I&*#$H!=(%$A-%J!7-),(1-!2;,19,!1*$1!

,1$%*'-!$A-!Z-%*#.!+$%,*$!)A&9-I&*#$!,#'!$A-!<%-,$!0*%);-!E&($-1!7-$>--#!6&%$A!

24-%*),!,#'!21*,!,1!),#!7-!1--#!*#!3*.(%-!UJ!*$!*1!)%*$*),;!$&!&(%!-)&#&4*)!,#'!#,$*&#,;!

1-)(%*$/H!GA-!,*%!;,#-1!,#'!1-,!;,#-1!&3!$A-!<%-,$!0*%);-!E&($-1!,%-!A-,5*;/!$%,33*)9-'!7/!

1A*II*#.!)&4I,#*-1!7-),(1-!$A-/!1A&%$-#!$A-!'*1$,#)-!7-$>--#!$A-!$>&!)&#$*#-#$1J!

1,5*#.!$*4-!,#'!4&#-/!3&%!1A*II-%1H Consequently, the city of Anchorage and Alaska are 

at the center of existing commercial shipping lanes between East and West. Anchorage, 

at roughly the halfway point between the major commerce centers of North America and 

Asia, is an important hub for such international corporations as Federal Express and DHL. 

Moreover, many nations such as China and Russia are routinely making use of these 

routes for their economic benefit. 

 

@,%%,#$?!China and Russia pose a threat to American hegemony, at least in the Arctic 

 

Burke, Ryan, and Jahara Matisek. “The Polar Trap: China, Russia, and American Power in 

the Arctic and Antarctica.” J*#2'&)!*B!A';*K=&4(B(4!7BB&(2", October 25, 2021, 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/2820739/the-polar-trap-

china-russia-and-american-power-in-the-arctic-and-antarctica/ 
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Debates over the extent and intent of Chinese and Russian ambition continue. Whether 

they pose an existential threat to American hegemony is also debatable, 7($!>A,$!*1!#&$!

'-7,$,7;-!*1!$A,$!$A-!;-5-;1!&3!0A*#-1-!,#'!E(11*,#!I&;,%!I%-1-#)-J!I&>-%J!I&1$(%-J!,#'!

I&;*)/!'>,%3!$A&1-!&3!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1H!GA-%-!*1!,!.%&>*#.!;*$-%,$(%-!,%.(*#.!$A,$!$A-!

:+ T7,)9-'!>&%;'!&%'-%!*1!*#!'-);*#-!,#'!$A,$!E(11*,!,#'!0A*#,!,%-!$A-!I%*#)*I,;!

)A,;;-#.-%1!$&!$A-!-)&;&./!&3!$A*1!&%'-%` 1--9*#.!$&!>%*$-!$A-!&7*$(,%/!$&!:+!A-.-4&#/H!

=&%!$A&1-!>A&!%-\-)$!#&$*&#1!&3!)&#3;*)$!>*$A!E(11*,!&%!0A*#,J!>-!9#&>!$A,$!*$!e4,9-1!

#&!1-#1-!$&!$A*#9!$A,$!A-.-4&#*)!1/1$-41J!&%!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!&%'-%1!4&%-!.-#-%,;;/J!>*;;!

-5-%!7-!3%--!3%&4!5*&;-#)-!,#'!)&-%)*&#Hf The evolving situation in the polar regions is 

indicative of China and Russia’s intent to challenge the status quo. With continued US 

inaction toward the polar regions, Russian and Chinese geostrategic advantages will 

increase, and the capabilities gap will widen to an insurmountable distance. This could 

lead to an American catastrophe if a polar crisis occurred. 

 

"4I,)$?! US hegemony is key to the economy 

 

Ikenberry, G. John. “America’s Global Advantage: US Hegemony and International 

Cooperation.” E*2,(.'!7BB&(2", Sept/Oct 2010, 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/capsule-review/2010-09-01/americas-

global-advantage-us-hegemony-and-international. 

 

Washington actually reaps more than it pays out in the provision of public goods. 

_%,>*#.!&#!kA-.-4&#*)!1$,7*;*$/!$A-&%/Jk!>A*)A!>,1!'-5-;&I-'!7/!0A,%;-1!

Y*#';-7-%.-%J!E&7-%$!<*;I*#J!,#'!&$A-%1!*#!$A-!WgXV1!,#'!WglV1J!6&%%;&3!,%.(-1!$A,$!$A-!

:#*$-'!+$,$-1!A,1!*#)-#$*5-1!$&!(1-!*$1!'&4*#,#$!I&1*$*&#!$&!&%.,#*S-!,#'!4,*#$,*#!,#!

&I-#!-)&#&4*)!1/1$-4J!I%&5*'*#.!1-)(%*$/!,#'!,))-11!$&!4,%9-$1!3&%!&$A-%!1$,$-1!>A*;-!

-#\&/*#.!,!1$-,'/!1$%-,4!&3!-)&#&4*)!7-#-3*$1!3&%!*$1-;3H!@*$A!$A-!1I-)*,;!%&;-!&3!$A-!

'&;;,%J!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!A,1!7--#!,7;-!$&!-K$-%#,;*S-!$A-!)&1$1!&3!4,)%&-)&#&4*)!
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,'\(1$4-#$J!,#'!*$1!.;&7,;!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!%-*#3&%)-1!$A-!I-%)-*5-'!1$,7*;*$/!&3!$A-!

'&;;,%!,#'!$A-!:H+H!4,%9-$H!

 

"4I,)$?! US hegemony is key to global security 

 

Prato, M.V. “The Need for American Hegemony.” G,B,'",!L,4-'(4&)!A'B*2+&%(*'!M,'%,2, 

February 20, 2009, https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/citations/ADA508040. 

 

“GA-!$%($A!*1!$A,$!$A-!7-#-5&;-#$!A-.-4&#/!-K-%)*1-'!7/!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!*1!.&&'!3&%!,!

5,1$!I&%$*&#!&3!$A-!>&%;'R1!I&I(;,$*&#f!,#'!$A,$!$&!(#'-%4*#-!:H+H!A-.-4&#/!e>&(;'!

)&1$!4,#/!&$A-%1!,%&(#'!$A-!>&%;'!3,%!4&%-!$A,#!*$!>&(;'!)&1$!24-%*),#1Hf!"#!3,)$J!

7*;;*&#1!&3!I-&I;-!>&%;'>*'-!;*5-!1,3-;/!,#'!I%&1I-%!(#'-%!$A-!(47%-;;,!&3!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!

4*.A$!,#'!24-%*),# T*#3;(-#)-'!.;&7,;!4,%9-$1H!"4,.*#-!,!>&%;'!>*$A&($!:H+H!

A-.-4&#/H!@A&!>&(;'!'-$-%!#,$*&#1!;*9-!6&%$A!Y&%-,J!0A*#,J!,#'!"%,#!3%&4!,$$,)9*#.!

$A-*%!#-*.A7&(%1B For 55 years, an American presence in South Korea has deterred North 

Korean belligerence. Across the East China Sea, the U.S. 7th Fleet discourages the 

People’s Republic of China from using military power to force the annexation of the 60-

year-old democratic de-facto nation of Taiwan. 

!

2#,;/1*1?!This is a good argument because it takes an issue commonly portrayed negatively and 

discusses the positives, which means it might also work as a preemptive rebuttal. Teams could 

make this argument stronger by pointing to real-world events that could be influenced by US 

power projection. 

! !
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PRO: Military presence preserves access to rare earth minerals  

 

2%.(4-#$?!An increased US military presence would cut off other countries from accessing 

REMs 

!

@,%%,#$?!The Arctic is home to some of the rarest materials on Earth 

 

Rowe, Mark. “Arctic nations are squaring up to exploit the region’s rich natural 

resources.” N,*.2&6-(4&), August 14, 2022, 

https://geographical.co.uk/geopolitics/the-world-is-gearing-up-to-mine-the-arctic. 

 

Large deposits of rare earth metals and other minerals are believed to be present in the 

Arctic For now, however, oil and gas aren’t at the top of the international wishlist. ‘If you 

want to get oil and gas out of the Arctic, it’s going to cost you a lot – setting up the 

infrastructure, transporting it,’ says Nima Khorrami, a research associate at the 

Washington DC-based Arctic Institute. ‘Why do that when there’s still so much available 

in the Middle East?’  "#1$-,'J!$A-!4,*#!'%*5-%1!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!%-1&(%)-!%(1A!,%-!4*#-%,;1J!

*#!I,%$*)(;,%!%,%-!-,%$A!4-$,;1!1()A!,1!#-&'/4*(4J!I%,1-&'/4*(4J!$-%7*(4!,#'!

'/1I%&1*(4H!GA-1-!4*#-%,;1!,%-!9-/!$&!$A-!>&%;'R1!-;-)$%*)T5-A*);-!,#'!%-#->,7;- T

-#-%./!%-5&;($*&#1J!(#'-%I*##*#.!7,$$-%/!$-)A#&;&./!,#'!>*#'!$(%7*#-1!,4&#.!&$A-%!

$A*#.1H!^&>-5-%J!*$R1!>&%$A!#&$*#.!$A,$!;-,'J!*%&#J!#*)9-;J!S*#)J!.&;'J!1*;5-%J!)&,;J!4*),J!

I%-)*&(1!1$&#-1!,#'!)&#1$%()$*&#!4*#-%,;1!1()A!,1!1,#'J!.%,5-;!,#'!)%(1A-'!%&)9!,%-!

,;1&!7-;*-5-'!$&!7-!I%-1-#$!*#!1*.#*3*),#$!m(,#$*$*-1H!

 

@,%%,#$?!Russia’s aim in the Arctic is control of resources 

 

Ashfaw, Sarah. “Something for Everyone: Why the United States should Ratify the Law of 

the Sea Treaty.” Journal of Transnational Law and Policy.” Vol. 19, no. 2. Spring 

2010, www.law.fsu.edu/journals/transnational/vol19_2/ashfaq.pdf. 
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The resource race of the 21st century requires that nations seek resources from every 

corner of the globe to meet growing demand. The seas—long considered valuable 

sources of minerals, food, and now, energy—are no exception. Not surprisingly, nations 

are racing to stake a claim to these resources. E(11*,!4,'-!,!7&;'!4&5-!*#!2(.(1$!&3!

UVVX!7/!I;,#$*#.!,!3;,.!&#!$A-!2%)$*)!+-,),I!,$!$A-!6&%$A!C&;-!*#!,#!,$$-4I$!$&!%-*#3&%)-!

);,*41!*$!A,1!7--#!4,9*#.! 1*#)-!UVVW!$A,$!*$!&>#1!$A-!%-1&(%)-1!&#!$A-!3;&&%!&3!$A-!

2%)$*)!M)-,#H!GA-!2%)$*)!+-,),I!*1!,#!-1I-)*,;;/!1&(.A$!,3$-%!,%-,!1*#)-!*$!e4,/!A&;'!

7*;;*&#1!&3!.,;;&#1!&3!&*;!,#'!#,$(%,;!.,1` (I!$&!Ui!I-%)-#$!&3!$A-!>&%;'R1!(#'*1)&5-%-'!

%-1-%5-1f!,#'!*1!%,I*';/!4-;$*#.J!4,9*#.!*$!#,5*.,7;-!3&%!$A-!3*%1$!$*4-H!E(11*,R1!,)$*&#1!

4-$!*44-'*,$-!%-1*1$,#)-!3%&4!4-47-%1!&3!$A-!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!)&44(#*$/J!,#'!A,5-!

1I,%9-'!'-7,$-!&5-%!$A-!%-1&(%)-1!$A-!1-,!A&;'1!,#'!>A&!$A-*%!;,>3(;!&>#-%!*1H!"#!3,)$J!

&#-!\&(%#,;*1$!)&44-#$-'!$A,$!en$oA-!I&;,%!'*5-!>,1!I,%$!I(7;*)*$/!1$(#$!,#'!I,%$!

1/47&;*)!4&5-!$&!-#A,#)-!nE(11*,R1o!'*1I($-'!);,*4!$&!#-,%;/!A,;3!$A-!2%)$*)!1-,7-'Hf 

 

@,%%,#$?!China is willing and able to cut off American access to REMs 

 

“China Dominates the Rare Earths Supply Chain.” Institute for Energy Research, Aug. 4, 

2020, https://www.instituteforenergyresearch.org/international-issues/china-

dominates-the-rare-earths-supply-chain/. 

 

0A*#,!*#'*),$-'!%-)-#$;/!$A,$!*$!>&(;'!*4I&1-!1,#)$*&#1!&#!L&)9A--'!F,%$*#!*#!

%-$,;*,$*&#!3&%!,!:H+H!'-)*1*&#!$&!1-;;!4*11*;-1!$&!G,*>,#H!0A*#,!)&(;'!e)($!&33!4,$-%*,;!

1(II;/!*#);('*#.!%,%-!-,%$A1J!>A*)A!,%-!)%()*,;!$&!,'5,#)-'!>-,I&#1!I%&'()$*&#Hf!GA,$!

>&(;'!4,%9!$A-!;,$-1$!IA,1-!*#!$A-!>-,I&#*S,$*&#!&3!%,%-!-,%$A1H!2#,;/1$1!1,/!,!4&5-!

$&!%-1$%*)$!%,%-!-,%$A1!1(II;*-1!$&!L&)9A--'J!$A-!;,%.-1$!,%41!4,#(3,)$(%-%!*#!$A-!

:#*$-'!+$,$-1J!)&(;'!*#$-#1*3/!,!:H+H!I(1A!$&>,%'1!,!$-)A#&;&.*),;!'-)&(I;*#.!>*$A!

0A*#,!,#'!7&&1$-%!-33&%$1!$&!)%-,$-!,!#&#T0A*#-1-!1(II;/!)A,*#!*#!,!.;&7,;!*#'(1$%/!

>&%$A!(I!$&!pi!7*;;*&#!,!/-,%H As mentioned above, steps are underway in the United 
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States, Australia, and the European Union to bolster the security of supply of rare earths. 

In November, Australia signed an agreement with the United States, which mandated 

both nations’ geological agencies to work together to assess the potential for new supply. 

Australia has a sixth of the world’s rare earths deposits and is home to Lynas Corp, the 

only large non-Chinese rare earths producer. Australia identified 15 rare earth and critical 

minerals projects hoping to attract commercial funding and is offering state-backed loans 

to help develop them. 

 

@,%%,#$?!An active US presence, structured against China and Russia, can stop further 

expansion 

 

Pezard, Rand. “China’s Strategy and Activities in the Arctic.” RAND, 2022, 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1282-1-v2.html. 

 

In addition to monitoring Arctic developments for these red flags, the U.S. Department of 

Defense (DoD), working in collaboration with interagency and international partners, can 

take steps to maintain and reinforce current factors of resilience, and to address some of 

the gaps and uncertainties that remain. We present five specific recommendations. 2!

3*%1$!%-)&44-#',$*&#!*1!$&!#&$!&#;/!4,*#$,*#!1&;*',%*$/!,4&#.!:H+H!,;;*-1!,#'!I,%$#-%1!

*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!7($!,;1&!$&!1$%-#.$A-#!*$!>A-%-5-%!I&11*7;-H!GA-%-!*1!,!1$%&#.!)&#1-#1(1!

,4&#.!2%)$*)!1$,$-1!$&!4,*#$,*#!$A-!.&5-%#,#)-!&3!2%)$*)!,33,*%1!,4&#.!$A-41-;5-1J!

,#'!$A*1!%-4,*#1!,!I&>-%3(;!&71$,);-!$&!(#'-1*%,7;-!0A*#-1-!*#5&;5-4-#$!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!

GA*1!%-)&44-#',$*&#!),;;1!3&%!1(1$,*#*#.!,)$*5-!4(;$*;,$-%,;!,#'!7*;,$-%,;!'*I;&4,$*)!

,)$*5*$*-1!>*$A!$A-1-!)&(#$%*-1!,#'!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;!,#'!&$A-%!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!3&%,H!"#!

,''*$*&#J!_&_!,#'!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!A,5-!*4I&%$,#$!%&;-1!*#!4,*#$,*#*#.J!,#'!*#!

1&4-!),1-1!-#A,#)*#.J!-#.,.-4-#$!>*$A!&$A-%!2%)$*)!1$,$-1` 4*#(1!E(11*,̀ $A%&(.A!

1-)(%*$/!)&&I-%,$*&#!,)$*5*$*-1, which range from high-level exchanges to exercises, to 

joint training, to maritime domain awareness and safety activities (particularly with 

counterparts in Canada, Norway, and Denmark and in the context of certain North 
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American Aerospace Defense Command [NORAD] and North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

[NATO] activities). 

 

"4I,)$?! Rare earth minerals are key to the semiconductor industry! 

 

Dwivedi, Shubham and Gregory Wischer. “Critical Materials Can Make or Break America’s 

Semiconductor Supply Chains.” National Interest. May 10, 2022, 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/techland-when-great-power-competition-meets-

digital-world/critical-materials-can-make-or-break. 

 

F*#-%,;1!,%-!&75*&(1;/!)%()*,;!3&%!1-4*)&#'()$&%!3,7%*),$*&#J!>*$A!$A-!4&1$!($*;*S-'!

7-*#.!1*;*)&#!,#'!.,;;*(4!,%1-#*'-H!GA-!3&%4-%!A,1!A*1$&%*),;;/!7--#!$A-!3&(#',$*&#,;!

1-4*)&#'()$&%!4*#-%,;J!7($!.,;;*(4!,%1-#*'-!A,1!$A-!I&$-#$*,;!$&!*#)%-,1*#.;/!%-I;,)-!

1*;*)&#J!.*5-#!*$1!*4I%&5-'!&I-%,$*#.!),I,7*;*$*-1H!M$A-%!%-;-5,#$!4*#-%,;1J!1()A!,1!%,%-!

-,%$A!-;-4-#$1!,#'!)&7,;$J!,;1&!I;,/!)%()*,;!%&;-1H So it comes as no surprise that the 

increase in fabrication capacity is resulting in expanding demand for these minerals. 

Cobalt demand, for instance, jumped by 30 percent between 2019 to 2020 alone. The 

commercialization of new compounds for enhanced semiconductor speed and reliability 

is already catalyzing demand for other minerals. 

!

2#,;/1*1?!This is a good argument because it is extremely interconnected with several other 

arguments, including hegemony, China-Russia cooperation, and readiness. Teams can mix-and-

match evidence and ideas to form an even stronger argument if they so choose. 
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PRO: Military presence is key to military readiness  

 

2%.(4-#$?!The US can improve military readiness to respond to crises around the world by 

increasing its presence in the Arctic 

!

@,%%,#$?!The Arctic is a critical launching point to a variety of areas of interest to national 

security 

 

Forsyth, Michael J. “Why Alaska and the Arctic are Critical to the National Security of the 

United States.” H()(%&2/!D,3(,I, Jan/Feb 2018, 

https://www.armyupress.army.mil/Journals/Military-Review/English-Edition-

Archives/January-February-2018/Why-Alaska-and-the-Arctic-are-Critical-to-the-

National-Security-of-the-United-States/ 

 

e2;,19,!*1!$A-!4&1$!1$%,$-.*)!I;,)-!&#!-,%$AJf!1$,$-'!Z%*.H!<-#H!Z*;;/!F*$)A-;;!*#!

$-1$*4&#/!7-3&%-!0&#.%-11!*#!WgOiHO!GA-!%-,1&#!3&%!$A*1!7&;'!1$,$-4-#$!*1!$A,$!2;,19,!*1!

$A-!);&1-1$!:H+H!;&),$*&#!$&!$A-!)-#$-%!&3!$A-!6&%$A-%#!^-4*1IA-%-!N1--!3*.(%-!WPH!GA-!

1$,$-!*1!1*#.(;,%;/!);&1-%!$&!4,#/!#,$*&#,;!),I*$,;1!*#!$A-!A-4*1IA-%-!$A,#!4&1$!I&*#$1!

*#!$A-!;&>-%!3&%$/T-*.A$!1$,$-1H!GA*1!4,9-1!2;,19,!$A-!I-%3-)$!I&>-%!I%&\-)$*&#!

I;,$3&%4!3&%!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!3%&4!,!4*;*$,%/!1$,#'I&*#$H!=(%$A-%J!7-),(1-!2;,19,!1*$1!

,1$%*'-!$A-!Z-%*#.!+$%,*$!)A&9-I&*#$!,#'!$A-!<%-,$!0*%);-!E&($-1!7-$>--#!6&%$A!

24-%*),!,#'!21*,!,1!),#!7-!1 --#!*#!3*.(%-!UJ!*$!*1!)%*$*),;!$&!&(%!-)&#&4*)!,#'!#,$*&#,;!

1-)(%*$/H!GA-!,*%!;,#-1!,#'!1-,!;,#-1!&3!$A-!<%-,$!0*%);-!E&($-1!,%-!A-,5*;/!$%,33*)9-'!7/!

1A*II*#.!)&4I,#*-1!7-),(1-!$A-/!1A&%$-#!$A-!'*1$,#)-!7-$>--#!$A-!$>&!)&#$*#-#$1J!

1,5*#.!$*4-!,#'!4&#-/!3 &%!1A*II-%1H Consequently, the city of Anchorage and Alaska are 

at the center of existing commercial shipping lanes between East and West. Anchorage, 

at roughly the halfway point between the major commerce centers of North America and 

Asia, is an important hub for such international corporations as Federal Express and DHL. 
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Moreover, many nations such as China and Russia are routinely making use of these 

routes for their economic benefit. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Unfortunately, the US’ current presence is nowhere near enough 

 

Hopper, Adrienne, and Ryan Burke. “Bridging the Gap: How the United States can 

Immediately Address its Arctic Capability Limitations.” H*;,2'!O&2!A'"%(%#%,, June 

22, 2022, https://mwi.westpoint.edu/bridging-the-gap-how-the-united-states-can-

immediately-address-its-arctic-capability-limitations/ 

 

Post–Cold War American Arctic apathy created a regional dynamic where the United 

States lacks comparable Arctic capabilities to Russia and China, principally in the form of 

dedicated polar vessels capable of operating in Arctic ice. GA-!1&T),;;-'!*)-7%-,9-%!.,I!*1!

,!4*)%&)&14!&3!$A-!7*..-%!I%&7;-4?!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!A,1!,!9#&>#!1A&%$3,;;!*#!I&;,%!

),I,7*;*$*-1!>*$A!*#1(33*)*-#$!I;,#1!$&!,''%-11!*$!,#'!4--$!$A-!'-4,#'1!&3!3($(%-!

1$%,$-.*)!)&4I-$*$*&#H!:#,7;-!$&!1(1$,*#!2%)$*)!1(%3,)-!I&>-%!I%&\-)$*&#!,#'!

'-4&#1$%,$-!,!5*1*7;-!%-.*&#,;!)&44*$4-#$!$&!1$%,$-.*)!)&4I-$*$&%1J!$A-!:+!I&1*$*&#!

>*;;!-%&'-!>A-%-!E(11*,!,#'!0A*#,!1--9!$&!-KI;&*$!@,1A*#.$&#R1!,71-#)-H The solution 

to sustained US Arctic hard and soft power projection, presence, and influence—at least 

in the near term—is not in icebreaker construction. Defense acquisition moves at glacial 

speeds. It will be years before the United States meets the icebreaker target mandated in 

the 2021 National Defense Authorization Act. Rather, the solution rests with better 

federal resource utilization of available assets to achieve a more consistent Arctic 

presence. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Arctic resources are prevalent in large quantities 
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Rowe Mark. “Arctic nations are squaring up to exploit the region’s rich natural 

resources.” N,*.2&6-(4&), August 14, 2022, 

https://geographical.co.uk/geopolitics/the-world-is-gearing-up-to-mine-the-arctic 

 

Large deposits of rare earth metals and other minerals are believed to be present in the 

Arctic For now, however, oil and gas aren’t at the top of the international wishlist. ‘If you 

want to get oil and gas out of the Arctic, it’s going to cost you a lot – setting up the 

infrastructure, transporting it,’ says Nima Khorrami, a research associate at the 

Washington DC-based Arctic Institute. ‘Why do that when there’s still so much available 

in the Middle East?’  "#1$-,'J!$A-!4,*#!'%*5-%1!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!%-1&(%)-!%(1A!,%-!4*#-%,;1J!

*#!I,%$*)(;,%!%,%-!-,%$A!4-$,;1!1()A!,1!#-&'/4*(4J!I%,1-&'/4*(4J!$-%7*(4!,#'!

'/1 I%&1*(4H!GA-1-!4*#-%,;1!,%-!9-/!$&!$A-!>&%;'R1!-;-)$%*)T5-A*);-!,#'!%-#->,7;- T

-#-%./!%-5&;($*&#1J!(#'-%I*##*#.!7,$$-%/!$-)A#&;&./!,#'!>*#'!$(%7*#-1!,4&#.!&$A-%!

$A*#.1H!^&>-5-%J!*$R1!>&%$A!#&$*#.!$A,$!;-,'J!*%&#J!#*)9-;J!S*#)J!.&;'J!1*;5-%J!)&,;J!4*),J!

I%-)*&(1!1$&#-1!,#'!)&#1$%()$*&#!4*#-%,;1!1()A!,1!1,#'J!.%,5-;!,#'!)%(1A-'!%&)9!,%-!

,;1&!7-;*-5-'!$&!7-!I%-1-#$!*#!1*.#*3*),#$!m(,#$*$*-1H!

 

"4I,)$?! Rare-earth minerals are key to the semiconductor industry 

 

Dwivedi, Shubham and Gregory Wischer. “Critical Materials Can Make or Break America’s 

Semiconductor Supply Chains.” National Interest. May 10, 2022, 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/techland-when-great-power-competition-meets-

digital-world/critical-materials-can-make-or-break. 

 

F*#-%,;1!,%-!&75*&(1;/!)%()*,;!3&%!1-4*)&#'()$&%!3,7%*),$*&#J!>*$A!$A-!4&1$!($*;*S-'!

7-*#.!1*;*)&#!,#'!.,;;*(4!,%1-#*'-H!GA-!3&%4-%!A,1!A*1$&%*),;;/!7--#!$A-!3&(#',$*&#,;!

1-4*)&#'()$&%!4*#-%,;J!7($!.,;;*(4!,%1-#*'-!A,1!$A-!I&$-#$*,;!$&!*#)%-,1*#.;/!%-I;,)-!

1*;*)&#J!.*5-#!*$1!*4I%&5-'!&I-%,$*#.!),I,7*;*$*-1H!M$A-%!%-;-5,#$!4*#-%,;1J!1()A!,1!%,%-!

-,%$A!-;-4-#$1!,#'!)&7,;$J!,;1&!I;,/!)%()*,;!%&;-1H So it comes as no surprise that the 
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increase in fabrication capacity is resulting in expanding demand for these minerals. 

Cobalt demand, for instance, jumped by 30 percent between 2019 to 2020 alone. The 

commercialization of new compounds for enhanced semiconductor speed and reliability 

is already catalyzing demand for other minerals. 

 

"4I,)$? !Semiconductors are key to military readiness!!

 

Shivakumar, Sujai and Charles Wessner. “Semiconductors and National Defense: What 

Are the Stakes?” CSIS, June 8, 2022, 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/semiconductors-and-national-defense-what-are-

stakes. 

 

2;;!4 ,\&%!:H+H!'-3-#1-!1/1$-41!,#'!I;,$3&%41!%-;/!&#!1-4*)&#'()$&%1!3&%!$A-*%!

I-%3&%4,#)-H!0&#1-m(-#$;/J!$A-!-%&1*&#!&3!:H+H!),I,7*;*$*-1!*#!4*)%&-;-)$%&#*)1!*1!,!

'*%-)$!$A%-,$!$&!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1R!,7*;*$/!$&!'-3-#'!*$1-;3!,#'!*$1!,;;*-1H Moreover, the 

U.S. civilian economy is deeply dependent on semiconductor-based platforms for its daily 

operations. Ensuring U.S. leadership in semiconductor technology and securing the 

integrity of the value chains that design, manufacture, package, and distribute these 

chips are perhaps the preeminent economic and national security concerns of the 

modern era. 

!

2#,;/1*1?!This is a good argument because it is extremely interconnected with several other 

arguments, including hegemony, China-Russia cooperation, and rare-earth minerals. Teams can 

mix-and-match evidence and ideas to form an even stronger argument if they so choose. 

 

! !
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PRO: Military presence will improve Arctic environmental 

regulations.  

!

2%.(4-#$? US military presence will secure greater regional control for US corporations more 

bound by concern for the environment. 

 

@,%%,#$? Russia’s strategic documents indicate that they will leverage their position in the 

Arctic to prioritize national economic interests over environmental concerns. 

 

Staalsen, Atle. “Russia might lower environmental standards in Arctic.” The Barent 

Observer, 06 Apr. 2023, https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/2023/04/russia-

might-lower-environmental-standards-arctic. 

 

A newly amended version of the country’s Arctic Policy downplays the role of 

international bodies of cooperation. [I]nstead, it highlights that international 

cooperation must be based on “national interest.” Likewise,!*#!$A-!#->!5-%1*&#!&3!$A-!

E(11*,#!=&%-*.#!C&;*)/!0&#)-I$J!$A-!I&;*)/4,9-%1!>,%#!,.,*#1$!,!eI&;*$*)*S,$*&#f!&3!

*#$-%#,$*&#,;!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!-33&%$1!,#'!(#'-%;*#-no!$A,$!,',I$,$*&#!$&!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!

4(1$!7-!)&#'()$-'!e7,1-'!&#!$A-!*#$-%-1$1!&3!)(%%-#$!,#'!3($(%-!E(11*,#!

.-#-%,$*&#1Hf "$!,;1&!,%.(-1!$A,$!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!-33&%$1!,*4-'!,$!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!

I%&$-)$*&#!,#'!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!,%-!'%*5-#!7/!,#!,*4!$&!I%&4&$-!e'*1A&#-1$!

)&4I-$*$*&#!,#'!*#$-%3-%-!*#!$A-!*#$-%#,;!,33,*%1!&3!&$A-%!)&(#$%*-1Jf!,1!>-;;!,1!$&!e;*4*$!

$A-!1&5-%-*.#$/!&3!&$A-%!)&(#$%*-1!>*$A!%-.,%'1!$&!$A-*%!#,$(%,;!%-1&(%)-1Hf!GA-!$>&!

#->!'&)(4-#$1!;-,5-!;*$$;-!'&(7$!$A,$!E(11*,!no!#&!;&#.-%!*#$-#'1!$&!7-!&7;*.-'!7/!

*#$-%#,$*&#,;!%-.(;,$*&#1!*#!$A-!4,#,.-4-#$!&3!*$1!2%)$*)!,#'!%,$A-%!4&5-!,A-,'!

-K);(1*5-;/!7,1-'!&#!#,$*&#,;!*#$-%-1$1H!The documents no longer highlight the 

importance of environmental protection based on high ecological standards, but rather 

based on “the interests of a stable development in the Arctic.” 
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@,%%,#$? The United States has taken substantial steps toward tightening environmental 

regulations in the Arctic. 

 

Borschevskaia, Ekaterina et. al. “Pollution in the Arctic: Oil and Gas Extraction on the 

Continental Shelf as a Major Contributor.” The Arctic Institute, 28 Jun. 2022, 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/pollution-arctic-oil-gas-extraction-

continental-shelf-major-contributor/. 

 

And the 46th 24-%*),#!;-,'-%J!8&1-IA!Z*'-#J!*44-'*,$-;/!*4I&1-'!,!4&%,$&%*(4!&#!

$A-!;-,1-!&3!&*;!,#'!.,1!1*$-1H!8&-!Z*'-#!A,1!4,'-!*$!);-,%!$A,$!$A-!-#5*%&#4-#$!*1!

,4&#.!$A-!I%*&%*$*-1!&3!A*1!,'4*#*1$%,$*&#H!Z*'-#R1!I;,#!$&!)&47,$!.;&7,;!>,%4*#.!

*#);('-1!$A%--!*4I&%$,#$!,1I-)$1!$A,$!,%-!,;1&!1*.#*3*),#$!3&%!E(11*,?!,)A*-5*#.!,!WVVq!

);-,#!-#-%./!-)&#&4/!7/!UViVJ!*#$-.%,$*#.!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!*#$&!:+!3&%-*.#!I&;*)/J!,1!

>-;;!,1!)&#)-%#*#.!$%,'-J!'-5-;&I*#.!,!;&> T),%7&#!4,#(3,)$(%*#.!1-)$&%!*#!-5-%/!

1$,$-H!+$,7*;*$/!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!*1!*4I&%$,#$!#&$!&#;/!3%&4!$A-!I&*#$!&3!5*->!&3!

-#5*%&#4-#$,;!I%&$-)$*&#!&%!-#-%./!'-5-;&I4-#$J!7($!,;1&!3&%!1-)(%*$/!%-,1&#1J!,#'!

$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!>*;;!#&$!$,9-!$A*1!*11(-!;*.A$;/H!"#  Instead of viewing these efforts as a 

threat to its national interests, Moscow could direct its influence in the Arctic towards 

resolving contradictions and combating climate change. Already today, the EU is 

discussing the introduction of duties on carbon dioxide emissions and possible 

mechanisms for their regulation, which will also affect Russia.#

 

@,%%,#$? Russian practices of gas flaring contribute significantly to total black carbon 

emissions. 

 

Borschevskaia, Ekaterina et. al. “Pollution in the Arctic: Oil and Gas Extraction on the 

Continental Shelf as a Major Contributor.” The Arctic Institute, 28 Jun. 2022, 
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https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/pollution-arctic-oil-gas-extraction-

continental-shelf-major-contributor/. 

 

Scientific research is mostly concerned with the remote sources of Arctic pollution. 

However, the ongoing oil and gas extraction on the Arctic continental shelf has already 

had a devastating impact on the composition of the Arctic atmosphere. One of the main 

sources of Arctic air pollution is gas flaring – the practice of burning associated gas, a 

common byproduct of oil extraction. GA-!\&*#$!1$('/!&3!6&%>-.*,#J!=*##*1AJ!,#'!

E(11*,#!1)A&;,%1!)&#);('-'!$A,$!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!%-.*&#!.,1!3;,%*#.!)&#$%*7($-1!$&!,!4()A!

;,%.-%!1A,%-!&3!$&$,;!7;,)9!),%7&#!-4*11*&#1?!*#!3,)$J!*$!,))&(#$1!3&%!hU!I-%)-#$!&3!,;;!

2%)$*)!7;,)9!),%7&#!1(%3,)-!)&#)-#$%,$*&#1J!>A-#!$A-!.;&7,;!,5-%,.-!*1!&#;/!O!

I-%)-#$H$#!"$!*1!-11-#$*,;!$&!A*.A;*.A$!$A,$!$A-!4-$A&'!&3!.,1!3;,%*#.!*1!(1-'!,$!$A-!

C%*%,S;&4#&/-!3*-;'J!$A-!&#;/!E(11*,#!I%&\-)$!&#!$A-!2%)$*)!1A-;3H" $ "#!UVUW!WhVHiX!

4*;;*&#!4%!>-%-!3;,%-'!&#!$A-!C%*%,S;&4#,/,!&331A&%-!I;,$3&%4H&#!GA-!I&;;($,#$1!

%-;-,1-'!'(%*#.!$A-!.,1!3;,%*#.!,#'!&$A-%!&*;!,#'!.,1!-KI;&%,$*&#!,)$*5*$*-1!&#!$A-!2%)$*)!

1A-;3!3,)*;*$,$-!$A-!>,%4*#.!&3!$A*1!%-.*&#J!>A*)A!A,1!*4I;*),$*&#1!3&%!$A-!7*&'*5-%1*$/!

*#!$A-!,%-,!,#'!$A-!;*5-1!&3!,$!;-,1$!i!4*;;*&#!I-&I;-J'#!*#);('*#.!$A-!"#'*.-#&(1!

I-&I;-1H  Therefore, the issue of the pollution related to oil and gas extraction on the 

Arctic shelf is worth consideration. 

!

"4I,)$?! Continuation of environmentally harmful Russian practices will contribute to global 

warming and worsen a vast array of conditions affecting life around the globe. 

 

Norwegian Polar Institute. “Climate Change in the Arctic.” 2011, 

https://www.npolar.no/en/themes/climate-change-in-the-arctic/#toggle-id-3. 

!

M#.&*#.!,#'!-KI-)$-'!);*4,$-!)A,#.-1!*#!I&;,%!%-.*&#1!&5-%!$A-!#-K$!'-),'-1!

*#3;(-#)-!,#'!>*;;!)&#$*#(-!$&!*#3;(-#)-!,$4&1IA-%*)!)*%)(;,$*&#J!5-.-$,$*&#!,#'!$A-!

),%7&#!)/);- – and have impact on the climate system both within and outside the polar 
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regions. The consequences of climate change in these areas are numerous. +-,!*)-!

4-;$1J!*#3;(-#)*#.!$A-!%,'*,$*&#!7,;,#)-!*#!$A-!.;&7,;!);*4,$-!1/1$-4!$A%&(.A!

$A-!,;7-'& !-33-)$(H!@,%4*#.!4,/!*#3;(-#)- !7&$$&4!>,$-%!3&%4,$*&#(!$A%&(.A!1(%3,)-!

>,%4*#.!,#'!*#)%-,1-'!*#I($!&3!3%-1A!>,$-%c!$A*1!>&(;'!A,5-!*4I,)$!&#!$A-!e4&$&%f!*#!

$A-!&)-,#!1/1$-4J!>A*)A!*#!$(%#!'-3*#-1!$A-!3%,4->&%9!3&%!$A-!>&%;'R1!);*4,$-H!

<;,)*-%1!4-;$!,#'!)&#$%*7($-!1$%&#.;/!$&>,%'!%*1*#.!1-,!;-5-;1H!GA,>*#.!I-%4,3%&1$!

)&#$%*7($-1!$&!%-;-,1-!&3!.%--#A&(1-!.,1-1!N)A*-3;/!4-$A,#-P!$A,$!,%-!I%-1-#$;/!

e;&)9-'!,>,/f!(#'-%.%&(#' . Ecosystems are adapted to the climate in a certain area, 

and climate change will therefore influence ecosystems. However, the various 

ecosystems in the Arctic will react differently to such changes. 0;*4,$-!)A,#.-!),#!

*#3;(-#)-!$%,#1I&%$!,#'!'*1$%*7($*&#!&3!-)&$&K*#1!7-),(1-!$A-!)&4I&(#'1R!%-,)$*5*$/J!

,#'!$A-*%!(I$,9-!,#' !,))(4(;,$*&#!*#!&%.,#*141!,%-!,;;!$-4I-%,$(%-T

'-I-#'-#$H !0;*4,$-!-33-)$1!,%-!1*4(;$,#-&(1!>*$A!&$A-%!*#3;(-#)-1!1()A!,1!I&;;($*&#J!

3*1A*#.J!)A,#.-1!*#!;,#'!(1-J!I&I(;,$*&#!*#)%-,1-1J!,#'!)A,#.-1!*#!)(;$(%-!,#'!

-)&#&4/H All these influences combined can amplify the impact on the health and well-

being of both humans and ecosystems. =%-m(-#$;/!$A-!&5-%,;;!-33-)$!*1!.%-,$-%!$A,#!$A-!

1(4!&3!$A-!*#'*5*'(,;!3,)$&%1J!,1!>-!1--!3&%!-K,4I;-!*#!$A-!),1-!&3!I&;;($,#$1J!

*#)%-,1-'!(;$%,5*&;-$!%,'*,$*&#!,#'!>,%4-%!);*4,$-H Which effects are most important 

and how they interact will depend on local factors in each individual region of the Arctic. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a strong argument that analyzes both broad-sweeping commitments to the 

environment but also points out specific Russian practices that harm the environment which 

could be prevented by US control of the Arctic. Use this to fight off environmental claims made 

by the con case about potential pollution impacts of military vessels in Arctic waters. 
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PRO: Military presence will deter hostile foreign presence in 

the Bering Strait  

!

2%.(4-#$? Russian and Chinese presence in the Bering Strait demands a corresponding show of 

force by the US military to prevent incursion on American sovereignty. 

 

@,%%,#$? Russian and Chinese vessels with high military capacity have been patrolling the 

Bering Sea near the Aleutian Islands and performing joint exercises. 

 

Mauldin, William & Alan Cullison. “Russia and China in Race for the Melting Arctic.” Wall 

Street Journal, 30 Jul. 2023, https://www.wsj.com/articles/americas-military-

falls-behind-russia-china-race-for-melting-arctic-2a71dfac?ns=prod/accounts-

wsj. 

 

M#!I,$%&;!*#!$A-!Z-%*#.!+-,!;,1$!3,;;J!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!0($$-%!Y*47,;;!1I&$$-'!1-5-#!

0A*#-1-!,#'!E(11*,#!5-11-;1!1$-,4*#.!$A%&(.A!$A-!3%*.*'!>,$-%1!*#!,!'&(7;-!;*#-!#-,%!

2;,19,R1!2;-($*,#!"1;,#'1H The Kimball’s crew identified $A-!4,*#!0A*#-1-!1A*I!,1!$A-!

6,#)A,#. , one of a new class of cruiser-destroyers that ),#!;,(#)A!4&%-!$A,#!WVV!

.(*'-'!4*11*;-1 . The E(11*,#!,#'!0A*#-1-!1A*I1J!>A*)A!>-%-!&#!,!\&*#$!-K-%)*1-J!1,*;-'!

#&%$A!,#'!-,1$!*#$&!:H+H!>,$-%1J!1-#'*#.!,#!(#4*1$,9,7;-!4-11,.-!,7&($!$A-!%-.*&#R1!

1$%,$-.*)!5,;(-!$&!F&1)&>!,#'!Z-*\*#., according to U.S. military officials and national 

security experts. 

!

@,%%,#$?!The growth of Russian commercial interests and Chinese intelligence and surveillance 

in the region threatens our long-term ability to promote security in the region. 

 

Mauldin, William & Alan Cullison. “Russia and China in Race for the Melting Arctic.” Wall 

Street Journal, 30 Jul. 2023, https://www.wsj.com/articles/americas-military-
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falls-behind-russia-china-race-for-melting-arctic-2a71dfac?ns=prod/accounts-

wsj. 

!

E(11*,#T3;,..-'!)&44-%)*,;!,#'!.&5-%#4-#$!5-11-;1!,)$*5-!*#!2%)$*)!>,$-%1!%&1-!$&!,!

4&#$A;/!,5-%,.-!&3!XVg!;,1$!/-,%J!(I!UUq!1*#)-!UVWlJ!,))&%'*#.!$&!1,$-;;*$-T$%,)9*#.!

',$,!)&4I*;-'! 7/!220!+I,)-D(-1$!3&%!GA-!@,;;!+$%--$!8&(%#,;. 24&#.!$A-!5-11-;1?!$A-!

iV!L-$!C&7-'/J!,!iUhT3&&$!#();-,%!*)-7%-,9-%!#,4-'!3&%!$A-!,##*5-%1,%/!&3!E(11*,R1!

@&%;'!@,%!""!5*)$&%/. China, for its part, is “looking for reasons to have a military 

presence in the Arctic,” explained Vice Adm. Peter Gautier, the U.S. Coast Guard’s head 

of operations. GA-!24-%*),#!I(7;*)!7-),4-!,>,%-!&3!0A*#,R1!*#$-;;*.-#)-T.,$A-%*#.!

,)$*5*$*-1!#-,%!$A-!2%)$*)!-,%;*-%!$A*1!/-,%!,3$-%!,!0A*#-1-!7,;;&&#!>,1!3*%1$!'-$-)$-'!

#-,%!2;,19,R1!(#*#A,7*$-'!+$H!F,$$A->!"1;,#'!*#!$A-!Z-%*#.!+-,H!GA-!7,;;&&#!3;&,$-'!

,)%&11!$A-!:H+H!,#'!0,#,',!7-3&%-!*$!>,1!1A&$!'&>#!&33!$A-!)&,1$!&3!+&($A!

0,%&;*#,H China’s foreign ministry denied the balloon was for surveillance and criticized 

the U.S. for shooting it down. L,1$!/-,%J!0,#,'*,#!&33*)*,;1!1-*S-'!0A*#-1-!7(&/1!

7-;*-5-'!$&!A,5-!7--#!*#5&;5-'!*#!1(%5-*;;,#)-!&3!:H+H!1(74,%*#-1J!0,#,'*,#!&33*)*,;1!

1,*'!$A*1!/-,%H!:H+H!&33*)*,;1!,%-!,;1&!*#5-1$*.,$*#.!5*1*$1!7/!0A*#-1-!#,$*&#,;1!*#!,#'!

,%&(#'!:H+H!7,1-1J!*#);('*#.!*#!2;,19,H!e"3!>-R%-!#&$!$A-%-!,#'!>-!,;;&>!$A-4!$&!$-1$!

&(%!>,$-%1J!*$!1$,%$1!$&!;&&9!4&%-!;*9-!$A-!+&($A!0A*#,!+-,Jf!1,*'!0,I$H!+$-IA-#!2';-%J!

>A&!>,1!$A-#!$A-!)&44,#'-%!&3!$A-!0&,1$!<(,%'!0($$-%!+$%,$$&#, on a stop in Dutch 

Harbor last fall.  

!

@,%%,#$? US and Allied presence in the Arctic is insufficient to counterbalance hostile foreign 

presence. 

 

Nesheiwat, Julia & Andro Mathewson. “Securing the North: Expanding the United 

States’ Icebreaker Fleet.” MilitaryTimes, 26 Jan. 2022, 

https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2022/01/26/securing-the-

north-expanding-the-united-states-icebreaker-fleet/. 
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!

_-1I*$-  these .%&>*#.!#--'1J!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!)(%%-#$;/!&#;/!&I-%,$-1!$>&!

*)-7%-,9-%1, $A-!C&;,%!+$,%!N,;%-,'/!WV!/-,%1!&5-%!*$1!OVT/-,%!;*3-!-KI-)$,#)/P!,#'!

^-,;/!N>A*)A!1(33-%-'!,#!-;-)$%*),;!3*%-!*#!UVUV!,#'!>,1!&#;/!%-)-#$;/!%-I,*%-'PJ!7&$A!

'*-1-; TI&>-%-'H!The only other two U.S.-based icebreakers are privately owned or 

operated by the University of Alaska. In comparison, 0A*#,!&I-%,$-1!$>&!N,#'!*1!

'-5-;&I*#.!,!$A*%'PJ!>A*;-!E(11*,R1!,%4-'!3&%)-1!&I-%,$-!,$!;-,1$!hQ!̀ !*#);('*#.!$A%--!

$A,$!,%-!#();-,%TI&>-%-'J!-K$-#'*# .!7&$A!$A-*%!I&>-%!,#'!'(%,7*;*$/H!These numbers 

do not take into account those currently under construction or planned, and 7&$A!

#,$*&#1!,%-!*#5-1$*#.!A-,5*;/!*#!-KI,#'*#.!$A-*%!3;--$1H!E(11*,!A,1!,;1&!%-T4*;*$,%*S-'!,!

'&S-#!0&;'!@,%T-%,!,%)$*)!7,1-1!$&!-KI,#'!*$1!#,5,;!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!,#'!$&!(1-!

,1!7-%$A1!3&%!*$1!#(4-%&(1!,)$*5-!*)-7%-,9-%1. 62GM!,;;*-1!*#!$A-!%-.*&#J!1()A!,1!

6&%>,/!,#'!0,#,',J!,;1&!&>#!*)-7%-,9-%!3;--$1H!^&>-5-%J!#&#-!&3!$A-4!,%-!#();-,%T

I&>-%-'H!6&%>,/R1!3;--$!*1!3&)(1-'!&#!$-%%*$&%*,;!'-3-#1-!,.,*#1$!*#)%-,1*#.;/!

,..%-11*5-!E(11*,#!*#)(%1*&#1!>A*;-!0,#,',R1!3;--$!*1!)(%%-#$;/!)&4I%*1-'!&3!14,;;-%!

5-11-;1!3&)(1*#.!&#!1)*-#$*3*)!%-1-,%)A!,#'!1-,%)A!,#'!%-1)(-!-33&%$1. Thus, $A-!:H+H!

),##&$!%-;/!&#!*$1!6&%$A-%#!&%!a(%&I-,#!,;;*-1!3&%!'-3-#1-!I&1$(%*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!This 

;,)9!&3!,!1(71$,#$*,;!:H+H!3;--$!&3!*)-7%-,9-%1J!$A-!,71-#)-!&3!#();-,%TI&>-%-'!5-11-;1J!

,#'!%-;*,#)-!&#!,;;*-'!*)-7%-,9-%!I&1$(%*#.!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!*1!,!4,\&%!3;,>!*#!$A-!:+!

#,$*&#,;!1-)(%*$/!1$%,$-./ and defensive umbrella, which needs to be addressed as 

quickly as possible and is an important strategic investment the United States needs to 

make immediately. 

!

"4I,)$?  Russia could use its advantageous military position in the region to better assert 

greater territorial claims on the outer continental shelf against the will of international 

institutions. 

 

Forsyth, Michael. “Why Alaska and the Arctic are Critical to the National Security of the 

United States.” H()(%&2/!D,3(,I, Feb. 2018, 
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https://www.armyupress.army.mil/Journals/Military-Review/English-Edition-

Archives/January-February-2018/Why-Alaska-and-the-Arctic-are-Critical-to-the-

National-Security-of-the-United-States/. 

 

Thus, %-3(%7*1A4-#$!,#'!-KI,#1*&#!&3!#->!7,1-1 is an effort to secure what Russians 

believe is theirs. However, this .*5-1!%*1-!$&!$A-!1$%&#.!I&11*7*;*$/!&3!)&#3;*)$!*3!&$A-%!

#,$*&#1!'&!#&$!,))-I$!E(11*,#!);,*41H A reason for concern that E(11*,!4,/!I%-11!*$1!

);,*41!-5-#!*3!$A-!:6!'-)*'-1!,.,*#1$!*$!*1!7,1-'!(I&#!%-)-#$!'-5-;&I4-#$1!*#!&$A-%!

%-.*&#1H As we have seen over the past four years, E(11*,!A,1!,..%-11*5-;/!I%-11-'!

3&%>,%'!>*$A!$-%%*$&%*,;!);,*41!*#!*$1!e#-,%!,7%&,'f!,$!$A-!-KI-#1-!&3!E(11*,R1!

#-*.A7&%1H!) !E(11*,!,##-K-'!0%*4-,!3%&4!:9%,*#-!*#!,!7%,S-#!;,#'!.%,7H!L,$-%J!(#'-%!

$A-!I%-$-#1-!&3!I%&$-)$*#.!-$A#*)!E(11*,#1J!*$!3&4-#$-'!,!>,%!>*$A!:9%,*#-!$&!1-*S-!

$-%%*$&%/!&#!*$1!>-1$-%#!7&%'-%!>*$A!:9%,*#-H!F&1$!%-)-#$;/J!E(11*,!A,1!*#$-%5-#-'!*#!

+/%*,!&#!7-A,;3!&3!Z,1A,%!,;T211,'R1!.&5-%#4-#$!$&!I%&I!$A,$!%-.*4-!(I!$&!-#1(%-!*$1!

1(%5*5,;!,1!>-;;!,1!$&!-#,7;-!E(11*,!$&!.,*#!,))-11!$&!#->!;&),$*&#1!*#!+/%*,!3%&4!>A*)A!

$&!1$,.-!7&$A!E(11*,#!,*%!,#'!1-,!I&>-%!*#!$A-!F-'*$-%%,#-,#!+-,!,#'!F*'';-!a,1$H 

This raises the question, Would Russia move in a similarly aggressive manner to 

establish military hegemony and control over much of the Arctic? 

!

2#,;/1*1? This argument is strong because it engages in a direct comparison of military 

capabilities through an analysis of the weaponry itself. Weighing this will depend on ability to 

frame the importance of achieving US interests, but it can otherwise be used to connect to 

arguments about avoiding great power competition/war.   
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PRO: Military presence will stimulate climate research in the 

Arctic  

!

2%.(4-#$?!Military presence would also increase the United States’ ability to conduct larger 

research operations on climate change in the region. 

!

@,%%,#$? The US currently does not have the icebreakers necessary to conduct critical climate 

change research in the region. 

 

Nesheiwat, Julia & Andro Mathewson. “Securing the North: Expanding the United 

States’ Icebreaker Fleet.” MilitaryTimes, 26 Jan. 2022, 

https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2022/01/26/securing-the-

north-expanding-the-united-states-icebreaker-fleet/. 

!

")-7%-,9-%1!&3$-#!1-%5-!,1!4&5*#.!%-1-,%)A!*#1$*$($*&#1!,#'!I;,$3&%41!>*$A!$-,41!

)&#'()$*#.!1)*-#$*3*)!%-1-,%)A!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!*#);('*#.!5*$,;!);*4,$-!)A,#.-T3&)(1-'!

%-1-,%)A!A-;I*#.!$&!$,)9;-!&#-!&3!$A-!%-.*&#R1!;,%.-1$!$A%-,$1H The simple presence of 

icebreakers in the Arctic also sends an important message to potential adversarial 

nations showcasing the United States’ readiness and willingness to defend its interests 

in the region. _-1I*$-!$A-1-!.%&>*#.!#--'1J!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!)(%%-#$;/!&#;/!

&I-%,$-1!$>&!*)-7%-,9-%1J the Polar Star (already 10 years over its 30-year life 

expectancy) and Healy (which suffered an electrical fire in 2020 and was only recently 

repaired), both diesel-powered. GA-!&#;/!&$A-%!$>&!:H+HT7,1-'!*)-7%-,9-%1!,%-!

I%*5,$-;/!&>#-'!&%!&I-%,$-'!7/!$A-!:#*5-%1*$/!&3!2;,19,H 

!

@,%%,#$?!Research in the Arctic is needed to understand the potential feedback effects of 

climate change symptoms and predict future effects. 

 



Pro Arguments   Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  73 

National Snow and Ice Data Center. “Why it Matters: Effect of Arctic Weather and 

Climate.” 2022, https://nsidc.org/learn/parts-cryosphere/arctic-weather-and-

climate/why-arctic-weather-and-climate-matter.  

!

E-1-,%)A-%1!1,/!$A,$!$A- )A,#.-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,%-!>&%%*1&4-J!7-),(1-!$A-/!)&(;'!;-,'!

$&!3--'7,)9!-33-)$1!$A,$!;-,'!$&!3(%$A-%!>,%4*#.H For instance, >A-#!$A-!%-3;-)$*5-!

>A*$-!1-,!*)-!4-;$1!*#!1(44-%J!,%-,1!&3!',%9!&I-#!>,$-%!,%-!-KI&1-'J!>A*)A!),#!

,71&%7!4&%-!A-,$!3%&4!$A-!1(#H!GA,$!-K$%,!A-,$!$A-#!A-;I1!4-;$!-5-#!4&%-!*)-H!GA-!

;&11!&3!1-,!*)-!*1!9#&>#!$&!7-!&#-!&3!$A-!'%*5-%1!&3!2%)$*)!,4I;*3*),$*&#H!Permafrost may 

also be involved in feedbacks. 21!I-%4,3%&1$!$A,>1J!I;,#$1!,#'!,#*4,;1!$A,$!>-%-!

3%&S-#!*#!$A-!.%&(#'!7-.*#!$&!'-),/H!@A-#!$A-/!'-),/J!$A-/!%-;-,1-!),%7&#!'*&K*'-!

,#'!4-$A,#-!$&!$A-!,$4&1IA-%-!$A,$!),#!)&#$%*7($-!$&!3(%$A-%!>,%4*#.H The changing 

vegetation of the Arctic also affects the brightness of the surface, which then influences 

warming. 21!$A-!2%)$*)!,$4&1IA-%-!>,%41J!*$!),#!A&;'!4&%-!>,$-%!5,I&%J!>A*)A!*1!,#!

*4I&%$,#$!.%--#A&(1-!.,1H!Scientists have already seen evidence that positive 

feedbacks are occurring in the Arctic. Predicting the Arctic climate is difficult. Some of 

the changes in the Arctic could also be involved in feedback effects, or effects that 

reduce the amount of warming. For example, if high temperatures make the Arctic 

growing season longer, more plants can survive and take up more carbon from the air. 

Another example is that more open water in the Arctic Ocean results in more clouds; 

clouds can have a cooling or warming effect, depending on the cloud type and season. 

However, most evidence suggests that the positive feedback effects that hasten 

warming outweigh the negative feedbacks. +)*-#$*1$1!,%-!1$('/*#.!$A-!4,#/!3,)$&%1!

$A,$!*#3;(-#)-!2%)$*)!);*4,$-!$&!A-;I!3*.(%-!&($!A&>!3--'7,)91!>&%9!,#'!>A,$!>*;;!

A,II-#!*#!$A-!3($(%-H!E-1-,%)A-%1!,%-!,;1&!*#5-1$*.,$*#.!A&>!$A-!)A,#.-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!

);*4,$-!>*;;!,33-)$!);*4,$-!*#!&$A-%!I,%$1!&3!$A-!>&%;'H!+)*-#$*1$1!1$('/!',$,!)&;;-)$-'!

7/!1,$-;;*$-1!,#'!,$!.%&(#'!1$,$*&#1!,#'!,;1&!(1-!1&IA*1$*),$-'!)&4I($-%!4&'-;1H 

@,%%,#$?!Russia has ceased critical research operations. 
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Konrad, Juliana. “Russia’s war in Ukraine is putting critical Arctic research on ice.” CBC 

Radio, 05 May 2023, https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/arctic-permafrost-

research-1.6833967.  

 

The Arctic is warming four times faster than anywhere else in the world, making it a 

significant area of research for climate and environment researchers.  The region brings 

together scientists from all over the world to study topics ranging from polar bears to 

permafrost, making it a model of international cooperation. But, >A-#!E(11*,!*#5,'-'!

:9%,*#-J!$A-!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!1)*-#$*3*)!)&44(#*$/!;&1$!,))-11!$&!&5-%!A,;3!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!` !

$A-!4,11*5-!I&%$*&#!&3!$A-!I&;,%!%-.*&#!$A,$!;*-1!*#!E(11*,H!GA-!;,)9!&3!,))-11!$&!$A,$!

$-%%*$&%/!A,1!,;1&!4-,#$!,!;&11!&3!)%*$*),;!);*4,$-!%-1-,%)AH!kGA-%-!,%-!4,#/!1,#)$*&#1!

$A,$!A,5-!7--#!*4I&1-'!7/!4,#/!)&(#$%*-1!,.,*#1$!E(11*,J!,#'!I,%$*)(;,%;/!,.,*# 1$!

E(11*,#!*#1$*$($*&#1Jk!1,*'!0A%*1!Z(%#J!I%-1*'-#$!&3!$A-!"#$-%#,$*&#,;!C-%4,3%&1$!

211&)*,$*&#H!k2#'!1&!*$r1!5-%/!'*33*)(;$!3&%!*#1$*$($*&#,;!)&&I-%,$*&#!$&!$,9-!I;,)-Hk 

C%&\-)$1!$A,$!>-%-!*#!I;,##*#.!1$,.-1!7-$>--#!E(11*,#!1)*-#$*1$1!,#'!&$A-%1!A,5-!

-*$A-%!7--#!I($!&#!A&;'J!&%!)&#$*#(-'!>*$A&($!E(11*,#!*#5&;5-4-#$H!E(11*,#!1)*-#$*1$1!

,%-!;*9-;/!)&#$*#(*#.!$A-*%!&>#!%-1-,%)AJ!1,*'!Z(%#J!7($!A,5-!$&!'&!*$!,;&#-H!GA*1!I,(1-!

&#!)&T&I-%,$*&#!A,1!1(1I-#'-'!\&*#$!I-%4,3%&1$!,#'!),%7&#!I%&\-)$1!7-$>--#!E(11*,!

,# '!$A-!:H+. Many of these projects, which were originally aimed for the Russian Arctic, 

have been rerouted to Alaska and northern Canada. 

"4I,)$?  Advancing research on climate change could help societies and government adapt to its 

most intense impacts. 

 

Norwegian Polar Institute. “Climate Change in the Arctic.” 2011, 

https://www.npolar.no/en/themes/climate-change-in-the-arctic/#toggle-id-3. 

!
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M#.&*#.!,#'!-KI-)$-'!);*4,$-!)A,#.-1!*#!I&;,%!%-.*&#1!&5-%!$A-!#-K$!'-),'-1!

*#3;(-#)-!,#'!>*;;!)&#$*#(-!$&!*#3;(-#)-! ,$4&1IA-%*)!)*%)(;,$*&#J!5-.-$,$*&#!,#'!$A-!

),%7&#!)/);- – and have impact on the climate system both within and outside the polar 

regions. The consequences of climate change in these areas are numerous. +-,!*)-!

4-;$1J!*#3;(-#)*#.!$A-!%,'*,$*&#!7,;,#)-!*#!$A-!.;&7,;!);*4,$-!1/1$-4!$A%&(.A!

$A-!,;7-'& !-33-)$(H!@,%4*#.!4,/!*#3;(-#)- !7&$$&4!>,$-%!3&%4,$*&#(!$A%&(.A!1(%3,)-!

>,%4*#.!,#'!*#)%-,1-'!*#I($!&3!3%-1A!>,$-%c!$A*1!>&(;'!A,5-!*4I,)$!&#!$A-!e4&$&%f!*#!

$A-!&)-,#!1/1$-4J!>A*)A!*#!$(%#!'-3*#-1!$A-!3%,4->&%9!3&%!$A-!>&%;'R1!);*4,$-H!

<;,)*-%1!4-;$!,#'!)&#$%*7($-!1$%&#.;/!$&>,%'!%*1*#.!1-,!;-5-;1H!GA,>*#.!I-%4,3%&1$!

)&#$%*7($-1!$&!%-;-,1-!&3!.%--#A&(1-!.,1-1!N)A*-3;/!4-$A,#-P!$A,$!,%-!I%-1-#$;/!

e;&)9-'!,>,/f!(#'-%.%&(#' . Ecosystems are adapted to the climate in a certain area, 

and climate change will therefore influence ecosystems. However, the various 

ecosystems in the Arctic will react differently to such changes. 0;*4,$-!)A,#.-!),#!

*#3;(-#)-!$%,#1I&%$!,#'!'*1$%*7($*&#!&3!-)&$&K*#1!7-),(1-!$A-!)&4I&(#'1R!%-,)$*5*$/J!

,#'!$A-*%!(I$,9-!,#'!,))(4(;,$*&#!*#!&%.,#*141!,%-!,;;!$-4I-%,$(%- T

'-I-#'-#$H !0;*4,$-!-33-)$1!,%-!1*4(;$,#-&(1!>*$A!&$A-%!*#3;(-#)-1!1()A!,1!I&;;($*&#J!

3*1A*#.J!)A,#.-1!*#!;,#'!(1-J!I&I(;,$*&#!*#)%-,1-1J!,#'!)A,#.-1!*#!)(;$(%-!,#'!

-)&#&4/H All these influences combined can amplify the impact on the health and well-

being of both humans and ecosystems. =%-m(-#$;/!$A-!&5-%,;;!-33-)$!*1!.%-,$-%!$A,#!$A-!

1(4!&3!$A-!*#'*5*'(,;!3,)$&%1J!,1!>-!1--!3&%!-K,4I;-!*#!$A-!),1-!&3!I&;;($,#$1J!

*#)%-,1-'!(;$%,5*&;-$!%,'*,$*&#!,#'!>,%4-%!);*4,$-H Which effects are most important 

and how they interact will depend on local factors in each individual region of the Arctic. 

 

2#,;/1*1?!This argument avoids constructing the Pro case entirely around the importance of 

military and violent force in the region. The military is seen as purely a facilitator of research 

and therefore neutral. It can link to extinction impacts decently well. 

 

! !
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PRO: Military presence promotes security for fishing industry  

!

2%.(4-#$?  Russia’s military presence antagonizes fisheries and threatens their long-term 

viability. 

 

@,%%,#$? Russia antagonizes people in the fishing industry through militarization and direct 

targeting without respect for international law. 

 

Evans, Jen & Andreas Østhagen. “Fisheries Disputes: The Real Potential for Arctic 

Conflict.” The Arctic Institute, 03 Jun. 2021, 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/fisheries-disputes-real-potential-arctic-

conflict/.  

 

Today, the Bering Sea is home to one of the world’s largest fisheries%$ and its stocks are 

growing rapidly as fish migrate north due to rising ocean temperatures.&$ GA-!3*1A-%/!A,1!

1(71-m(-#$;/!7-)&4-!,!$A-,$%-!&3!%-#->-'!:H+HTE(11*,!)&4I-$*$*&#?!"#!UVUVJ!3*1A*#.!

5-11-;1!>-%-!$,%.-$-'!7/!E(11*,#!4*;*$,%/!>*$A*#!$A-!24-%*),#!-K);(1*5-!-)&#&4*)!

S&#-!NaadPH!+&4-!gV!>,%1A*I1!,#'!4*;*$,%/!,*%)%,3$!>-%-!I,%$!&3!$A-!E(11*,#!-33&%$!$&!

1-)(%-!-)&#&4*)!'-5-;&I4-#$!*#!$A-!6&%$A!C,)*3*)J!,!%-.*&#!$A,$!*1!7-)&4*#.!

*#)%-,1*#.;/!;()%,$*5-!,1!4-;$*#.!1-,!*)-!4,9-1!>,/!3&%!%-1&(%)-!-K$%,)$*&#!,#'!$%,'-!

%&($-1. Meanwhile, President Biden has signed executive orders regulating pollution 

associated with maritime vessels and restricting trawling practices across large portions 

of the Bering Sea, Bering Strait, and Chukchi Sea.  

 

@,%%,#$?!Russia’s military presence is seen as a threat by fisheries seeking to conduct business 

in the area. 

 

Evans, Grace & Andreas Østhagen. “In Hot Water: Arctic Fisheries as a Proxy for 

Geopolitical Tensions.” Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
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Studies, 11 Jul. 2023, https://rusi.org/explore-our-

research/publications/commentary/hot-water-arctic-fisheries-proxy-

geopolitical-tensions.  

 

Second, fears are rising around unintentional escalation in the maritime domain. GA-!

%-;,$*5-;/!A*.A!;-5-;!&3!4*;*$,%/!-K-%)*1-!,)$*5*$/!*#!$A-!6&%$A!2$;,#$*)!4-,#1!$A,$!$A-!

',#.-%!&3!,))*'-#$1!*#5&;5*#.!3*1A-%1J!7&$A!;-.*$*4,$-!,#'!*;;-.,;J!*1!%-,;H Another 

potential source of unintentional escalation could stem from the exercise of Norwegian 

maritime police authority towards Russian citizens. The Norwegian coast guard inspects 

and occasionally fines Russian fishers in the Norwegian exclusive economic zone (EEZ) or 

the Fish Protection Zone around Svalbard, with the potential for unintentional 

escalation should a case take on a state-state dimension. 

 

@,%%,#$? US promotes better fishing regulations to prevent environmental destruction and 

overfishing in order to keep fisheries sustainable long-term while protecting the environment. 

 

Evans, Jen & Andreas Østhagen. “Fisheries Disputes: The Real Potential for Arctic 

Conflict.” The Arctic Institute, 03 Jun. 2021, 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/fisheries-disputes-real-potential-arctic-

conflict/.  

 

Meanwhile, C%-1*'-#$!Z*'-#!A,1!1*.#-'!-K-)($*5-!&%'-%1!%-.(;,$*#.!I&;;($*&#!

,11&)*,$-'!>*$A!4,%*$*4-!5-11-;1!,#'!%-1$%*)$*#.!$%,>;*#.!I%,)$*)-1!,)%&11!;,%.-!

I&%$*&#1!&3!$A-!Z-%*#.!+-,J!Z-%*#.!+$%,*$J!,#'!0A(9)A*!+-,H!GA-!-K-)($*5-!&%'-%1!

)&#$%,1$!>*$A!E(11*,R1!4&5-1!$&>,%'1!-)&#&4*)!'-5-;&I4-#$J!suggesting renewed 

friction between economic priorities and environmental sustainability in the North 

Pacific. 
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"4I,)$?  Arctic fishing is a massive industry in countries like Norway, and it could collapse if 

military pressures persist. 

 

Troell, Max et. al. “Seafood from a Changing Arctic.” National Library of Medicine, 27 

Oct. 2017, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5673870/. 

 

Fisheries have historically been the main reason for settlement in many peripheral 

Arctic coastal areas. Arctic aquaculture has the last two decades grown significantly and 

is today dominated by Norwegian Atlantic salmon farming. Arctic aquaculture only 

constitutes a small share of world aquaculture production volumes (~ 2%) but its specific 

contribution to global marine aquaculture production is important (ca. 25%) and its 

economic contribution is even higher. In Norway, fisheries and aquaculture industries 

contribute only 1% of GDP and 1% of employment. However, 3*1A!*1!$A-!1-)&#'!4&1$!

*4I&%$,#$!-KI&%$!I%&'()$!N,3$-%!&*;P!>*$A!#-,%;/!XlVV!4*;;*&#!s!*#!UVWh` >A-%-!4&%-!

$A,#!A,;3!$A-!5,;(-!1$-41!3%&4!3,%4-'!1,;4&#!(Statistics Norway 2015; Norwegian 

Seafood Council 2015). 

 

"4I,)$?! Allowing Russia to regulate the environment will lead to greater bottom trawling which 

allows for overfishing.  

 

Stiles, Margot et. al. “Impacts of Bottom Trawling.” Oceana, May 2010, 

https://oceana.org/wp-

content/uploads/sites/18/Trawling_BZ_10may10_toAudrey.pdf 

!

=*1A!$A,$!,%-!e(#>,#$-'f!,#'!'*1),%'-'!7/!$A-!7&$$&4!$%,>;-%!,%-!&3$-#!\(5-#*;-1!&3!

5,;(,7;-!1I-)*-1!),(.A$!7/!&$A-%!3*1A-%4-#. Caribbean bottom trawls commonly catch 

juvenile grouper and snapper (Clucas 1997) and Gulf of Mexico shrimp trawls catch 

significant numbers of red snapper, porgy, and mackerel (Harrington et al. 2005). In 

Belize, scientists working near bottom trawlers see slicks of snappers and other dead 
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fish in their wake (P. Lobel, symposium presentation). Z&$$&4!$%,>;*#.!&3$-#!;-,'1!$&!

&5-%3*1A*#.!7-),(1-!$A-!.-,%!*1!#&$!1-;-)$*5-!,#'!'*1),%'1!,!;&$!&3!'-,'!3*1AH!

M5-%3*1A*#.!7/!7&$$&4!$%,>;1!*1!,!'*%-)$!$A%-,$!$&!;&),;!3*1A*#.!)&44(#*$*-1!,#'!$&!

$&(%*14!3%&4!1I&%$!3*1A*#.. 

!

"4I,)$?  Overfishing causes long-term damage to species’ populations that can be hard to 

recover from. 

Hoag, Hanna. “Sea Ice Retreat Could Lead to Rapid Overfishing in the Arctic.” The 

Atlantic, 17 Mar. 2017, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/03/fishing-at-the-top-of-

the-world/519639/.  

The agreement aims to ,5&*'!$A-!$%,.-'/!$A,$!&))(%%-'!*#!$A-!Z-%*#.!+-,!*#!$A-!WglV1H!

2$!$A-!$*4-J!$A-!:H+H!,#'!$A-!+&5*-$!:#*&#!3*1A-'!3&%!I&;;&)9!>*$A*#!$A-*%!%-1I-)$*5-!

>,$-%1H Almost #&!&#-!7-;*-5-'!$A-%-!>-%-!3*1A` &%!3&%-*.#!3;--$1` *#!$A-!

*#$-%#,$*&#,;!>,$-%1 between them, says David Benton, a retired fisheries manager 

from Alaska and a member of the U.S. Arctic Research Commission. A pair of 2;,19,#!

3*1A-%4-#!>A&!$A&(.A$!&$A-%>*1-!)A,%$-%-'!,#!,*%I;,#-!$&!3;/!&5-%!$A-!'&#($!A&;-!

,#'!1I&$$-'!);&1-!$&!WVV!>&%9*#.!5-11-;1. At its height, fishing fleets from Japan, China, 

Poland, South Korea and others were drawing more than a million of tons of pollock 

from the waters annually. “"$!>,1#R$!*;;-.,;!3*1A*#.!7-),(1-!*$!>,1!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!

>,$-%1Jf!1,/1!Z-#$&#J!>A&!*1!,'5*1*#.!$A-!:H+H!'-;-.,$*&#H!Z($!*$!>,1!(#%-.(;,$-'H!2#!

*#$-%#,$*&#,;!$%-,$/!>,1!m(*)9;/!#-.&$*,$-'J!7($!*$!>,1!$&&!;,$-H!Z/!$A-!-,%;/!WggV1J!$A-!

I&;;&)9!1$&)9!A,'!)&;;,I1-'H!G>-#$/T3*5-!/-,%1!;,$-%!*$!A,1!1$*;;!#&$!%-)&5-%-'. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a slightly smaller impact argument that is more effective with lay judges. It 

likely won’t be a voting issue, but it can be an effective reason to show economic gains by the 

PRO while also supporting any arguments made about environmental regulations.  
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PRO: Military presence will defensively support Norway  

 

2%.(4-#$? US military presence in the Arctic is necessary to support Norway’s defensive 

capabilities in response to growing hostile forces. 

 

@,%%,#$? Arctic allies have faced the brunt of increased Russian military presence in the region. 

Rauhala, Emily. “An Arctic ‘Great Game’ as NATO allies and Russia face off in far north.” 

Washington Post, 17 Jul. 2023, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/07/17/an-arctic-great-game-

nato-allies-russia-face-off-far-north/. 

The Arctic Council — an intergovernmental forum that promotes cooperation — is in 

disarray because seven of its members refuse to work at a political level with its eighth 

member, Russia, disrupting collaboration on critical issues such as climate change. "#!$A-!

I,1$!/-,%J!6&%>-.*,#!4-'*,!&($;-$1!A,5-!%-I&%$-'!,7&($!'%&#-1!7(SS*#.!,*%I&%$1!,#'!

&*;!,#'!.,1!*#1$,;;,$*&#1J!$A-!-KI(;1*&#!&3!E(11*,#!'*I;&4,$1!,1!1I*-1J!,#'!$A-!),1-!&3!,!

4,#!,))(1-'!&3!*;;-.,; !*#$-;;*.-#)-!.,$A-%*#.!>A*;-!I&1*#.!,1!,!Z%,S*;*,#!.(-1$!

%-1-,%)A-%!,$!,!6&%>-.*,#!(#*5-%1*$/H!=&%!62GM!,;;*-1J!e,!3;,1A*#.!/-;;&>!;*.A$!$(%#-'!

%-'J!,#'!>-!#--'!$&!$A*#9!4&%-!),%-3(;;/Jf!1,*'!,!1-#*&%!:H+H!&33*)*,;!>A&!1I&9-!&#!$A-!

)&#'*$*&#!&3!,#&#/4*$/!$&!'*1)(11!,;;*,#)-!$A*#9*#.. “Countries need to be sharing 

more information on destabilizing actions, on things that look strange, and we need to 

be less naive and more aware.” 

@,%%,#$?!Norway has already requested greater US military presence in the Arctic. 

Northam, Jackie. “In a Remote Arctic Outpost, Norway Keeps Watch on Russia’s Military 

Buildup.” National Public Radio, 03 Nov. 2019, 

https://www.npr.org/2019/11/03/775155057/in-a-remote-arctic-outpost-

norway-keeps-watch-on-russias-military-buildup. 



Pro Arguments   Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  81 

"They were struggling in the beginning but after a while they became really good and 

learned a lot of important things to do during wintertime to be able to survive," he says. 

6&%>,/!A,1!;&77*-'!$A-!:H+H!,#'!&$A-%!62GM!,;;*-1!3&%!,!1$%&#.-%!I%-1-#)-!,#'!4&%-!

4*;*$,%/!-K-%)*1-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!Last year, Norway was the key staging ground for 

Trident Juncture, one of the NATO's biggest military exercises since 2002. Two years 

ago, NATO reestablished an Arctic command, now out of Norfolk, Va., and the U.S. 

Navy recommissioned the 2nd Fleet to counter Russian activity in the North Atlantic. 

@,%%,#$? Norway would prevent US presence from escalating conflicts by prohibiting nuclear 

weaponry in return for the American guarantee of security. 

Østhagen, Andreas & Peter Wilhelm Lund Linde. “No. 13: Why Norway and the Kingdom 

of Denmark!should work closer together vis-à-vis the United States on security in 

the Arctic.” Wilson Center, 6!Jul.)2022, https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-

post/no-13-why-norway-and-kingdom-denmark-should-work-closer-together-

vis-vis-united-states. 

_(-!$& these 1-)(%*$/!'-5-;&I4-#$1J!7-.*##*#.!>*$A!E(11*,R1!-#A,#)-4-#$!&3!*$1!2%)$*)!

3&%)-!I&1$(%-!*#!UVVQt UVVX!,#'!$A-!)&#3;*)$!*#!<-&%.*,!$A-!3&;;&>*#.!/-,%J!6&%>,/!A,1!

1&(.A$!62GM!,#'!1I-)*3*),;;/!:+!-#.,.-4-#$!*#!$A-!^*.A!6&%$AH The Core Area 

initiative was launched in NATO by Norway in 2008, aimed at getting NATO “back to 

basics” (i.e., territorial defense). 21!,!%-1I&#1-!$&!$A-!%-m(-1$1J!,1!>-;;!,1!*#)%-,1*#.!

@-1$-%#!)&#)-%#!&5-%!E(11*,#!,#'!$&!1&4-!-K$-#$!0A*#-1-!*#$-%-1$1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!

@-1$-%#!)&(#$%*-1!;-'!7/!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!$A-!:#*$-'!Y*#.'&4!A,5-!*#)%-,1*#.;/!

-#.,.-'!$A%&(.A!-K-%)*1-1!,#'!4*;*$,%/!&I-%,$*&#1!*#!$A-!6&%$A!2$;,#$*)!,#'!a(%&I-,#!

2%)$*)H Three exercises exemplify this: the Trident Juncture exercise in 2018, “maritime 

security operations” in the Barents Sea in 2020 and 2021, and the Cold Response 

exercise in March 2022. =&%!6&%>,/J!,!);&1-!7*;,$-%,;!%-;,$*&#1A*I!>*$A!$A-!:#*$-'!

+$,$-1!A,1!7--#!&#-!&3!$A-!I*;;,%1!&3!6&%>-.*,#!3&%-*.#!,#'!1-)(%*$/!I&;*)/!1*#)-!$A-!

-#'!&3!@@""H!GA-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!*1!1--#!,1!$A-!(;$*4,$-!.(,%,#$&%!&3!6&%>-.*,#!
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1&5-%-*.#$/!*#!&331-$$*#.!$A-!1-)(%*$/!)&#)-%#1!E(11*,!I&1-1H!^&>-5-%J!6&%>,/!A,1!

,;>,/1!1&(.A$!,!7,;,#)-'!,II%&,)A!$&!:+!-#.,.-4-#$!*#!*$1!#&%$A-%#!'&4,*# TT3&%!

-K,4I;-J!*$!'&-1#R$!,;;&>!#();-,%!>-,I&#1!$&!7-!1$,$*&#-'!*#!*$1!$-%%*$&%/H 

"4I,)$?! Maintaining US-Norwegian relations helps support stability in US-Norway trade 

relationships. 

Office of the United States Trade Representative. “Norway.” 2019, 

https://ustr.gov/countries-regions/europe-middle-east/europe/norway. 

"#!UVWgJ!6&%>,/!<_C!>,1!,#!-1$*4,$-'!phWXHQ!7*;;*&# (current market exchange rates); 

real GDP was up by an estimated 1.2%; and the population was 5 million. (Source: IMF) 

:H+H!.&&'1!,#'!1-%5*)-1!$%,'-!>*$A!6&%>,/!$&$,;-'!,#!-1$*4,$-'!pWiHg!7*;;*&#!*#!UVWgH 

Exports were $6.9 billion; imports were $9.0 billion. The U.S. goods and services trade 

deficit with Norway was $2.2 billion in 2019.  

"4I,)$?  If US does not support Norwegian security, the rising risk of military conflict could 

result in territory and sovereignty losses for Norway. 

Østhagen, Andreas. “For Norway, the risk of conflict in the Arctic has increased.” The 

Arctic Institute, 20 Oct. 2022, https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/norway-risk-

conflict-arctic-increased/. 

It may seem that the E(11*,#!),;)(;,$*&#!*#!$A-!6&%$A!A,1!)A,#.-'!*#!3,5&%!&3!1-)(%*$/!

*#$-%-1$1!,#'!*#!&II&1*$*&#!$&!$A-!'-1*%-!$&!9--I!$A-!2%)$*)!,!;&>T$-#1*&#!,%-,H!GA(1J!

4&%-!>&%%/*#.!$A,#!$A-!2%)$*)!I&11*7;/!7-*#.!'%,>#!*#$&!,!;,%.-%!)&#3;*)$!*1!$A,$!E(11*,!

4,/!,;1&!>*1A!$&!)A,;;-#. -!6&%>-.*,#!1&5-%-*.#$/!$&!$-1$!6&%>,/R1!4*;*$,%/!

),I,7*;*$*-1J!62GMR1!)&A-1*&#!*#!$A-!6&%$AJ!&%!7&$AH!GA*1!*1!$A-!1A&%$T$-%4!$A%-,$!$&!

6&%>,/!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!C,%$*)(;,%;/!5(;#-%,7;-!*1!+5,;7,%'J!$A-!6&%>-.*,#!,%)A*I-;,.&!

>*$A!,!E(11*,#!1-$$;-4-#$H!GA-%-J!E(11*,!A,1!;,*'!$A-!3&(#',$*&#!$&!)A,;;-#.-!

6&%>-.*,#!1&5-%-*.#$/` *3!*$!>*1A-1` $A%&(.A!I%&$-1$1!,#'!1$,$-4-#$1!,)%&11!1-5-%,;!
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'-),'-1H!"#!$A-!4,%*$*4-!S&#-1!,%&(#'!$A-!,%)A*I-;,.&J!7&$A!E(11*,#!3*1A*#.!7&,$1!,#'!

%-1-,%)A!5-11-;1!&I-%,$-J!,$!$*4-1!>*$A!(#);-,%!*#$-#$*&#1. The sabotage of the gas 

pipelines in the Baltic Sea also provides a clue as to what covert Russian actions could 

look like in the North. GA-!)($$*#.!&3!&#-!&3!$A-!$>&!3*7-%!),7;-1!)&##-)$*#.!+5,;7,%'!$&!

$A-!>&%;'!*#!8,#(,%/!UVUU!>,1!,#&$A-%!3%*.A$-#*#.!-K,4I;-!&3!$A-!5(;#-%,7*;*$/!&3!

2%)$*)!*#3%,1$%()$(%-H!GA-!*#3%,1$%()$(%-!*#!$A-!^*.A!6&%$A!*1!7&$A!4&%-!5(;#-%,7;-!,#'!

4&%-!-K$-#1*5-!$A,#!$A,$!*#!$A-!+&($A!&3!6&%>,/H 

2#,;/1*1? This argument helps mitigate the appearance of US military expansion in the Arctic as 

a unilateral action meant to aggrandize US interests. Norway’s security interests are more 

presently experiencing significant threats than the US in many ways, so relying on these to 

demonstrate the reality and potential impacts of Russian aggression could influence judges 

more. 
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PRO: Military presence promotes the ability to enforce 

UNCLOS 

 

2%.(4-#$?!The US military presence in the Arctic is lacking but it is focused now on the Arctic 

more than before 

 

@,%%,#$?!The US has a renewed focus on the Arctic 

 

Rosen, Kenneth R. “A Battle for the Arctic Is Underway. and the U.S. Is Already Behind.” 

POLITICO, 18 Dec. 2022, www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/12/17/climate-

change-arctic-00071169. 

!

There have been moments of tensions in the Arctic over the past few decades, but 

E(11*,R1!*#5,1*&#!&3!:9%,*#-!*#!=-7%(,%/!A,1!1-#$!$A-!)&4I-$*$*&#!$&!#->!A*.A1H Right 

after the invasion, the seven other Arctic Council members said they would boycott 

upcoming talks in Russia. Norway, considered NATO’s northern listening post, curbed 

access to its ports for Russian fishing trawlers, but still allowed for Russian fishing in the 

Barents Sea. In May, Russia declared a militarization of its fishing fleet and maritime 

vessels. Norway moved to heighten alertness at military installations and critical liquid 

gas and energy infrastructure across the country, much of which sits in the Arctic and 

sub-Arctic. Europe, which severed ties with Russian gas exports, has come to rely on 

that Arctic energy. In mid-November, :H+H!+I-)*,;!=&%)-1!'-4&#1$%,$-'!$A-!(1-!&3!,#!

-KI-%*4-#$,;!.(*'-'!>-,I&#1!1/1$-4!'-I;&/-'!7/!I,%,)A($-!&5-%!6&%>-.*,#!

$-%%*$&%/. “We’re trying $&!'-$-%!E(11*,#!,..%-11*&#, expansionist behavior, by showing 

enhanced capabilities of the allies,” Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence Melnicoff told the 

military newspaper Stars and Stripes.!

 

@,%%,#$?!The US and allied presence in the Arctic is insufficient to keep up in the present!
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Nesheiwat, Julia & Andro Mathewson. “Securing the North: Expanding the United 

States’ Icebreaker Fleet.” MilitaryTimes, 26 Jan. 2022, 

https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2022/01/26/securing-the-

north-expanding-the-united-states-icebreaker-fleet/ 

Despite these growing needs, $A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!)(%%-#$;/!&#;/!&I-%,$-1!$>&!

*)-7%-,9-%1J!$A-!C&;,%!+$,%!N,;%-,'/!WV!/-,%1!&5-%!*$1!OVT/-,%!;*3-!-KI-)$,#)/P!,#'!

^-,;/!N>A*)A!1(33-%-'!,#!-;-)$%*),;!3*%-!*#!UVUV!,#'!>,1!&#;/!%-)-#$;/!%-I,*%-'), both 

diesel-powered. The only other two U.S.-based icebreakers are privately owned or 

operated by the University of Alaska. "#!)&4I,%*1&#J!0A*#,!&I-%,$-1!$>&!N,#'!*1!

'-5-;&I*#.!,!$A*%'PJ!>A*;-!E(11*,R1!,%4-'!3&%)-1!&I-%,$-!,$!;-,1$!hQ — including three 

that are nuclear-powered, extending both their power and durability. These numbers do 

not take into account those currently under construction or planned, and both nations 

are investing heavily in expanding their fleets. Russia has also re-militarized a dozen Cold 

War-era arctic bases to expand its naval presence in the region and to use as berths for 

its numerous active icebreakers. NATO allies in the region, such as Norway and Canada, 

also own icebreaker fleets. However, none of them are nuclear-powered. Norway’s fleet 

is focused on territorial defense against increasingly aggressive Russian incursions while 

Canada’s fleet is currently comprised of smaller vessels focusing on scientific research 

and search and rescue efforts. Thus, $A-!:H+H!),##&$!%-;/!&#!*$1!6&%$A-%#!&%!a(%&I-,#!

,;;*-1!3&%!'-3-#1-!I&1$(%*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!GA*1!;,)9!&3!,!1(71$,#$*,;!:H+H!3;--$!&3!

*)-7%-,9-%1J!$A-!,71-#)-!&3!#();-,%TI&>-%-'!5-11-;1J!,#'!%-;*,#)-!&#!,;;*-'!*)-7%-,9-%!

I&1$(%*#.!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!*1!,!4,\&%!3;,>!*#!$A-!:+!#,$*&#,;!1-)(%*$/!1$%,$-./!,#'!

'-3-#1*5-!(47%-;;,J!>A*)A!#--' 1!$&!7-!,''%-11-'!,1!m(*)9;/!,1!I&11*7;-!,#'!*1!,#!

*4I&%$,#$!1$%,$-.*)!*#5-1$4-#$!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!#--'1!$&!4,9-!*44-'*,$-;/Hf!

!

@,%%,#$?!The United States already has plans in place to increase ice breaker capacity because 

the US recognizes their importance!
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Rosen, Kenneth R. “A Battle for the Arctic Is Underway. and the U.S. Is Already Behind.” 

POLITICO, 18 Dec. 2022, www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/12/17/climate-

change-arctic-00071169. 

The experts I spoke with told me that 24-%*),R1!7,1*)!2%)$*)!4*;*$,%/!,#'!)&44-%)*,;!

%-,'*#-11!),#!(1-!,!;&$!&3!*4I%&5-4-#$H!24-%*),!A,1!&#;/!$>&!*)-7%-,9-%1J!$A-!7&,$1!

$A,$!4,9-!*$!I&11*7;-!3&%!4*;*$,%/!,#'!)&44-%)*,;!5-11-;1!$&!#,5*.,$-!3%&S-#!

>,$-%>,/1H!GA-!:H+H!A,1!I;,#1!$&!7(*;'!1*K!4&%-, while Canada has 18 and Russia has 

more than 50. The U.S. does not operate any Arctic deep-water ports — necessary for 

stationing larger military and logistics vessels — in Alaska; the only one is at Thule Air 

Base in Greenland. And the six Arctic military bases — all “contingency bases,” meant to 

be staging grounds for expeditions into the Arctic — are consistently needing repair and 

intervention because of the effects of climate change. 

!

"4I,)$?! Ice breakers are important for freedom of navigation!

Hein, Matt. “Why Icebreakers Matter.” Center for International Maritime Security, 5 

Sept. 2018, cimsec.org/why-icebreakers-matter/ 

eGA-!*)-7%-,9-%!.,I!-K,)-%7,$-1!$%,'*$*&#,;!4,%*$*4-!*11(-1!1()A!,1!3%--'&4!&3!

#,5*.,$*&#!,#'!)&44-%)-!7/!I%-'-$-%4*#*#.!>A*)A!#,$*&#1!),#!,)) -11!>,$-%>,/1. 

Russia notably exploits this difference in the North Sea trade route where merchants 

may transit, aided by Russian icebreakers, for a hefty toll.16 ")-7%-,9-%1!3(%$A-%!-#,7;-!

2%)$*)!#,$*&#1!$&!)&#'()$!%-.(;,%!)&44-%)-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!'(%*#.!$*4-1!$A-!:H+H!*1!

(#,7;-!$&!>*$A&($!$A-*%!,11*1$,#)-. Additionally, as the Little Rock incident shows, ice 

heavily limits military mobility. GA-!;,)9!&3!'&4-1$*)!*)-7%-,9-%1!4,9-1!3%--'&4!&3!

#,5*.,$*&#!5(;#-%,7;-!$&!$A-!>A*41!,#'!*#$-%-1$1!&3!)&(#$%*-1!>*$A!$A-!),I,)*$/!$&!

&($'&!:H+H!-33&%$1H!M#.&*#.!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!,%7*$%,$*&#!&5-%!2%)$*)!-)&#&4*)!);,*41!

(#'-%!$A-!:#*$-'!6,$*&#1!0&#5-#$*&#!&#!$A-!L,>!&3!$A-!+-,!)&(;'!7-)&4-!,!4&&$!
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I&*#$!*3!#,$*&#1!,7;-!$&!,))-11!'*1I($-'!,%-,1!'&!1&!(#*;,$-%,;;/!,#'!;,/!'-!3,) $&!);,*4!

$&!$A-!%-1&(%)-!%*)A!%-.*&#Hf!

!

2#,;/1*1?!This argument is important because it allows debaters to discuss not only the 

implications of commerce disruption from the Arctic, but the future of geopolitics in relations 

to freedom of navigation. If the United States is important for such freedom of navigation, then 

it follows that international treaties like UNCLOS are weakened by a weak US military in the 

Arctic. 

 

 

! !
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PRO: Military presence can lessen the effects of oil spills  

!

2%.(4-#$?!The US military has historically helped mitigate the effects of oil spills 

 

Carden, Michael J. “Military Support to Mitigate Oil Spill Continues.” DVIDS, 15 July 

2010, www.dvidshub.net/news/52898/military-support-mitigate-oil-spill-

continues. 

!

F*;*$,%/!-33&%$1 along the Gulf Coast continue July 15 ,1!I,%$!&3!$A-!3-'-%,;!%-1I&#1-!

3&%)- to );-,#!(I!$A-!&*;!1I*;; . About 1,900 Defense Department and associated 

personnel are deployed to the Gulf. They are providing &#.&*#.!1(II&%$!$&!)&#$,*#!$A-!

;-,9!,#'!);-,#!(I!$A-!1I*;;J! *#);('*#.!4*;*$,%/T&>#-'!19*44-%1!,#'!I&;;($*&#!)&#$%&;!

-m(*I4-#$ , Pentagon spokesman Army Lt. Col. Robert L. Ditchey II said July 15. The 

military also is providing funding for National Guard support to state governors in the 

region, as well as staging areas for boom and logistical coordination along the coast and 

at sea, Ditchey said. The Coast Guard has been leading the federal response there since 

April when the Deepwater Horizon oil rig exploded. The explosion resulted in hundreds 

of millions of gallons of oil gushing from the sea floor. "We have been working together 

closely with the U.S. Coast Guard from the beginning," Ditchey said. "We are committed 

to supporting the response effort for as long as we are needed." 

 

@,%%,#$?!Oil spills in the Arctic present a unique risk 

 

Arctic Council Secretariat, Emergency Prevention, Preparedness and Response Working 

Group. “Using Data to Improve Oil Spill Response in the Arctic.” Arctic Council, 

25 Aug. 2020, https://arctic-council.org/news/data-improve-oil-spill-response-in-

arctic/#:~:text=As%20human%20activity%20increases%20in,oil%20spill%20resp

onse%20extremely%20difficult.!

!
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GA-!2%)$*)!*1!(#'-%.&*#.!%,I*'!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!,#'!1&)*,;!)A,#.-1H!21!A(4,#!,)$*5*$/!

*#)%-,1-1!*#!$A-!%-.*&#J!1&!'&-1!$A-!%*19!&3!&*;!1I*;;1H!M*;!1I*;;1!,%-!,!4,\&%!)&#)-%#!*#!

$A-!2%)$*)H!Z-1*'-1!$A-!4,\&%!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!,#'!1&)*,;!*4I,)$!&#!5(;#-%,7;-!A(4,#!

)&44(#*$*-1!,#'!,#*4,;!1I-)*-1J!$A-!A,%1A!)&#'*$*&#1!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!),#!4,9-!&*;!1I*;;!

%-1I&#1-!-K$%-4-;/!'*33*)(;$. To improve oil spill response in the Arctic marine 

environment, the Arctic Council’s Emergency Prevention, Preparedness and Response 

(EPPR) Working Group conducted a study of oil spill response viability for the 

circumpolar North. The study helped to better understand the potential for different oil 

spill response systems to operate in the Arctic marine environment – research that is 

much needed due to the increasing concern on the risk of oil spills as human activity 

increases in the Arctic. Based on the viability analysis, EPPR developed a web-based GIS 

tool in collaboration with the Norwegian Coastal Administration and DNV GL. The 

Circumpolar Oil Spill Response Viability Analysis (COSRVA) online tool uses data that 

enables oil spill responders to work more accurately and efficiently, directly via a 

computer, tablet or smartphone.!

 

"4I,)$?! Oil spills would affect the entire Arctic ecosystem 

 

Ocean Conservancy Staff Writers, “How Do Oil Spills Effect the Arctic?” Ocean 

Conservancy, https://oceanconservancy.org/protecting-the-arctic/take-deep-

dive/oil-spills-effect-arctic/!

 

After creating an ecosystem model for the Beaufort Sea, Dr. Suprenand then added a 

series of hypothetical oil spills to the system. The model predicted how these oil spills 

would impact wildlife like polar bears, pinnipeds (seals and sea lions), and fish—as well 

as local indigenous communities, all of which rely heavily on food from a healthy ocean. 

As you can imagine, it’s hard to predict what will happen during an oil spill. There are so 

many factors to consider. M#)-!&*;!A*$1!$A-!>,$-%J!*$!'&-1#R$!1$,/!*#!&#-!I;,)-H!@*#'!

,#'!)(%%-#$1!4&5-!*$!,%&(#'J!1&4-$*4-1!&5-%!,!%-;,$*5-;/!;&#.!'*1$,#)-H!21!,!%-1(;$J!,!
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1I*;;!$A,$!&%*.*#,$-1!*#!&I-#!>,$-%!),#!,33-)$!1A&%-;*#-!,%-,1!&%!),#!7-)&4-!-47-''-'!

*#!1-,!*)-H!GA-!$/I-!&3!&*;!1I*;;-'!,;1&!4,9-1!,!7*.!'*33-%-#)-H!0-%$,*#!$/I-1!&3!&*;` ;*9-!

)%('-!,#'!A-,5/!3(-;!&*; ` >*;;!;,1$!*#!$A-!-#5*%&#4-#$!3&%!,!;&#.!$*4-H!2#'!&*;!A,1!7&$A!

,)($-!,#'!4&%-!;,1$*#.!*4I,)$1!&#!1I-)*-1H!M*;!1I*;;1!A,5-!#-.,$*5-!*4I,)$1!&#!

*#'*.-#&(1!I -&I;-1R!3&&'!1&(%)-1J!,#'!&#!$A-!>*;';*3-!1I-)*-1!$A,$!,;;!&3!(1!!),%-!,7&($H!

2!4,\&%!&*;!1I*;;!*#!$A-!Z-,(3&%$!+-,!>&%;'!)&(;'!7-!,!'*1,1$-%!3&%!$A-!I-&I;-!,#'!

>*;';*3-!>A&!'-I-#'!&#!,!A-,;$A/!2%)$*)!M)-,#H  That’s why Ocean Conservancy is 

working to make reduce risks from increasing ship traffic in the region. And it’s why we 

can’t afford to allow risky offshore drilling in remote Arctic waters.!

 

"4I,)$?! Oil spills in the Arctic are worse than in the open ocean 

 

Eger, Karl Magnus. “Effects of Oil Spills in Arctic Waters.” ARCTIS, 2010, 

http://www.arctis-search.com/Effects+of+Oil+Spills+in+Arctic+Waters!

 

“M*;!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!4,%*#-!-)&1/1$-4!&%*.*#,$-1!4,*#;/!3%&4!$>&!1&(%)-1?!'%*;;*#.!

,)$*5*$/!,#'!&*;!1I*;;1!'(%*#.!$%,#1I&%$,$*&#H Drilling activity causes long-term exposure 

and thus chronic effects on Arctic marine ecosystems, such as changes in species 

composition, dominance and biomass, while oil spill effects are acute and can cause 

severe damage locally1 . However, the &*;!I%&'()$1, whether it originates from shipping 

activities or drilling activity, '-1$%&/!,;;!,1I-)$1!&3!$A-!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!*#$-.%*$/!&3!$A-!

4,%*#-!-)&1/1$-41!*#);('*#.!3*1A-%*-1J!4,%*#-!4,44,;1J!)&%,;1J!&)-,#!,#'!1A&%-!

7*%'1J!,#'!$A-!)&,1$,;!>*;';*3-!,#'!$A(1!;-,'!$&!)A,#.-1!*#!-H.H!7-A,5*&(%!N3--'*#.J!

,)$*5*$/!,#'!4&$*;*$/J!,5&*',#)-!%-,)$*&#1!-$)HPJ!.%&>$AJ!,#'!%-I%&'()$*&#2 . M*;!1I*;;1!

*#!*)-!,%-!4&%-!)&4I;*),$-'!$&!,''%-11!$A,#!&*;!1I*;;1!*#!&I-#!>,$-%1H Should this occur 

at the wrong place at the wrong time, for example in the marginal ice zone, in polynyas, 

during the high production period, the impacts could be serious. Shallow waters are the 

most sensitive to such pollution, and these areas are important to organisms of all levels 

of the Arctic food chain. 2I,%$!3%&4!$A-!#&%4,;;/!;&#.!'*1$,#)-1!3%&4!-K*1$*#.!
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*#3%,1$%()$(%-J!$A-!&*;!*1!;-11!,))-11*7;-!*#!*)-T)&5-%-'!>,$-%1H!GA-!1;&>!%,$-!&3!

7*&;&.*),;!'-.%,',$*&#!&3!&*;!,$!#-,%TS-%&!$-4I-%,$(%-1!A,1!;-'!7*&;&.*1$1!$&!1(..-1$!

$A,$!&*;!1I*;;1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#!4*.A$!%-4,*#!$A-%-!3&%!I-%*&'1!&3!iV!/-,%1!&%!4&%-. 

The dynamics of the ice pack combined with the long life of the oil could allow an oil 

spill to have a major effect on the albedo in certain regions of the Arctic. It is estimated 

that the transit time of an oil spill on the fringes of the Beaufort Sea around the 

circumference of the Beaufort gyre would be about 7–10 years.  

!

2#,;/1*1?!The argument here is that the United States military is important for effective 

response to oil spills in the Arctic. Whether it be an argument about rapid response, resources, 

etc., the argument still holds true if you can prove that the US military has been able to respond 

to oil spills in the past and that oil spills in the Arctic are likely. 
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PRO: Military presence allows the US to perform sear ch and 

rescue missions  

!

2%.(4-#$?!The US military is capable and effective at performing search and rescue missions 

 

@,%%,#$?!The US military has performed search and rescue in the past and it is a primary 

mission of the military 

 

Careers in the Military Staff Writers. “Search and Rescue Operations Specialists.” 

Careers in the Military, www.careersinthemilitary.com/career-detail/search-and-

rescue-operations-specialists. !

 

PURPOSE: C%&$-)$*#.!$A-!A-,;$A!,#'!1,3-$/!&3!*$1!4-47-%1!*1!,!I%*4,%/!4*11*&#!&3!$A-!

F*;*$,%/J!7&$A!'(%*#.!)&47,$!,#'!I-,)-3(;!&I-%,$*&#1H!@A-#!1-%5*)-!4-47-%1!,%-!*#!

'*1$%-11!&%!*44*#-#$!',#.-%J!*$!*1!$A-!%-1I&#1*7*;*$/!&3!1-,%)A!,#'!%-1)(-!&I-%,$*&#1!

1I-)*,;*1$1!$&!3*#'!,#'!,*'!$A-4 . Search and rescue operations specialists are 

responsible for locating personnel in distress, delivering them to safety, and providing 

necessary medical care. GA-/!&I-%,$-!*#!,!%,#.-!&3!-#5*%&#4-#$1!,#'!&3$-#!%-m(*%-!

19*;;1!1()A!,1!1>*44*#.u'*5*#.!&%!I,%,)A($*#.H!GA-/!4,/!(1-!,'5,#)-'!

)&44(#*),$*&#1!,#'!*4,.*#.!-m(*I4-#$!$&!,11*1$!1-,%)A!,#'!%-1)(-!-33&%$1!,#'!,%-!

1&4-$*4-1!*#5&;5-'!*#!$A-!%-)&5-%/!&3!4*;*$,%/!-m(*I4-#$H 

!

@,%%,#$?!There is an increased need for search and rescue mission in the Arctic!

 

Excerpt from Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment 2009. “Search and Rescue (SAR) in the 
Arctic.” ARCTIS. 
www.arctissearch.com/Search+and+Rescue+%28SAR%29+in+the+Arctic#Gaps_i
n_Preparedness_and_Response_Operations. 

!
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eGA-!#--'!$&!1$%-#.$A-#!1-,%)A!,#'!%-1)(-!),I,7*;*$*-1!>,1!1I-)*3*),;;/!%-)&.#*S-'!7/!

$A-!%-I%-1-#$,$*5-1!3%&4!$A-!E(11*,#!=-'-%,$*&#J!0,#,',J!$A-!:H+HJ!_-#4,%9!,#'!

6&%>,/!>A&!4-$!*#!";(;*11,$J!<%--#;,#'J!*#!F,/!UVVlH!eGA-!*#)%-,1-'!(1-!&3!2%)$*)!

>,$-%1!3&%!$&(%*14J!1A*II*#.J!%-1-,%)A!,#'!%-1&(%)-!'-5-;&I4-#$!,;1&!*#)%-,1-1!$A-!

%*19!&3!,))*'-#$1!,#'J!$A-%-3&%-J!$A-!#--'!$&!3(%$A-%!1$%-#.$A-#!1-,%)A!,#'!%-1)(-!

),I,7*;*$*-1!,#'!),I,)*$/!,%&(#'!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#!$&!-#1(%-!,#!,II%&I%*,$-!%-1I&#1-!

3%&4!1$,$-1!$&!,#/!,))*'-#$Jf!1$,$-1!$A-!";(;*11,$!_-);,%,$*&#H “Cooperation, including 

on the sharing of information, is a prerequisite for addressing these challenges. We will 

work to promote safety of life at sea in the Arctic Ocean, including through bilateral and 

multilateral arrangements between or among relevant states.”” 

!

@,%%,#$?!The need for search and rescue missions is increasing!

 

Learn, Joshua Rapp. “Arctic Search-and-Rescue Missions Double as Climate Warms.”  

Adventure, 3 May 2021, www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/article/arctic-

search-and-rescue-missions-double.  

 

21!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!4,9-1!A,%1A!#&%$A-%#!>-,$A-%!I,$$-%#1!-5-#!;-11!I%-'*)$,7;-J!

1-,%)AT,#' T%-1)(-!4*11*&#1!*#!6(#,5($J!,)%&11!1&4-!&3!$A-!4&1$!%-4&$-!,#'!

)A,;;-#.*#.!$-%%,*#!*#!$A-!>&%;'J!A,5-!4&%-!$A,#!'&(7;-'H Dylan Clark, a National 

Geographic Young Explorer and the lead author of a recent study published in the 

journal Public Health, says that his research demonstrates a strong relationship between 

more frequent missions and warmer northern temperatures. “This has been talked 

about a lot by elders and hunters in the communities, but we were able to quantify 

that,” Clark says. Clark, who recently finished his master’s thesis at McGill University in 

Montreal, and colleagues tracked gasoline sales in northern communities as an indicator 

of when people were most often out on snowmobiles. Their breakdowns frequently 

lead to search-and-rescue missions, especially in the shoulder seasons of autumn and 

spring when the weather changes quickly. Clark found that 4&1$!1-,%)AT,#' T%-1)(-!
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&I-%,$*&#1!&))(%%-'!>A-#!$-4I-%,$(%-1!A&5-%-'!,$!UQv=` ,!)&#'*$*&#!$A,$!*1!.%-,$!3&%!

A(#$*#.!&#!$A-!*)-J!7($!#&$!1&!.%-,$!3&%!9--I*#.!1#&>4&7*;-1!3%&4!&5-%A-,$*#.!&%!

A*$$*#.!A*''-#!%&)91!*#!$A-!4-;$*#.!1#&>H!2#'!$A-!>,%4*#.!);*4,$-!4-,#1!$A,$J!,1!

4&%-!',/1!,%-!1I-#$!,$!,#!(#(1(,;;/!4*;'!UQv=J!(#I%-'*)$,7;-!)&#'*$*&#1!>*;;!

'-$-%*&%,$-!$A-!$-%%,*#J!),(1-!4&%-!7%-,9'&>#1J!,#'!*#)%-,1-!$A-!#--'!3&%!%-1)(-1H!

!

"4I,)$?! Increased Coast Guard involvement will result in better preparedness, availability and 

coordination for search and rescue missions!

Schultz, Karl L., UNITED STATES COAST GUARD. Arctic Strategic Outlook, Apr. 2019, 

www.uscg.mil/Portals/0/Images/arctic/Arctic_Strategic_Outlook_APR_2019.pdf. 

The tyranny of distance and the harsh Arctic climate pose significant challenges to 

agencies charged with providing maritime safety and security to all Americans, including 

the hundreds of villages and thousands of seasonal workers in the U.S. Arctic. +-,%)A!

,#'!%-1)(-J!;,>!-#3&%)-4-#$J!4,%*#-!1,3-$/J!>,$-%>,/1!4,#,.-4-#$J!,#'!&$A-%!

0&,1$!<(,%'!4*11*&#1!,%-!)&4I;*),$-'!7/!$A-!2%)$*)R1!'/#,4*)!,#'!%-4&$-!&I-%,$*#.!

-#5*%&#4-#$H!GA-!0&,1$!<(,%'!>*;;!)&;;,7&%,$-!>*$A!1$,9-A&;'-%1!$&!'-5-;&I!#->!

I%,)$*)-1!,#'!$-)A#&;&./!$&!1-%5-!$A-!4,%*$*4-!)&44(#*$/!,#'!4,#,.-!%*19!*#!$A-!

%-.*&#H As the Nation’s maritime first responderJ!$A-!0&,1$!<(,%'!>*;;!;-,'!,#'!

I,%$*)*I,$-!*#!I;,##*#.!,#'!-K-%)*1-1!that include federal, state, tribal, local, 

international, non-governmental and industry partners to test preparedness and 

adaptability. _(%*#.!,!)%*1*1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)R1!4,%*$*4-!'&4,*#J!$A-!+-%5*)-!>*;;!;-,'!,#!

-33-)$*5-J!(#*3*-'!%-1I&#1-H The Coast Guard will pursue this line of effort through $A%--!

1(7T&7\-)$*5-1H!w!+(II&%$!E-.*&#,;!E-1*;*-#)-!,#'!L-,'!*#!0%*1*1!E-1I&#1-!w!2''%-11!

a4-%.*#.!_-4,#'1!*#!$A-!F,%*$*4-!L,>!a#3&%)-4-#$!F*11*&#!w!2'5,#)-!,#'!

F&'-%#*S-!$A-!2%)$*)!F,%*#-!G%,#1I&%$,$*&#!+/1$-4!

!

!
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2#,;/1*1: The argument is interesting in that teams can argue that search and rescue missions is 

an area of cooperation and that requires more personnel to address search and rescue 

missions. The evidence here points to the Coast Guard being an important actor for search and 

rescue missions and that there is an increased need for personnel. 

!
! !
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PRO: Military presence would help protect the Circumpolar 

and Arctic peoples  

!

2%.(4-#$?!Special operations forces and indigenous populations in the Arctic can cooperate to 

deter threats from Russia!

 

Morton Jr, James; R, and Ryan Burke. “Special Operations Forces and Arctic Indigenous  

People: Partnering to Defend the North American Arctic Homeland.” Air 

University (AU), 3 Oct. 2022, 

www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/3171534/special-operations-

forces-and-arctic-indigenous-people-partnering-to-defend-

the/#:~:text=SOF%20are%20a%20critical%20and,among%20Indigenous%20com

munities%20and%20organizations. 

 

GA-!1-)(%*$/!&3!$A-!6&%$A!24-%*),#!2%)$*)!*1!,!3(#)$*&#J!*#!;,%.-!I,%$!7-),(1-!&3!$A-!

"#'*.-#&(1!I-&I;-!,#'!&$A-%J!#&# T6,$*5-!*#'*5*'(,;1J!>A&!;*5-!*#!$A-!^*.A!6&%$AH!F&%-!

$A,#!lV!I-%)-#$!&3!$A-!I-&I;-!>A&!;*5-!*#!$A-!6&%$A!24-%*),#!^*.A!6&%$A!,%-!

"#'*.-#&(1J!,#'!$A-*%!I%-1-#)-!1-%5-1!$&!5,;*',$-!0,#,'*,#!,#'!:+!); ,*41!&3!

1&5-%-*.#$/!*#!$A-!%-.*&#.3 However, methods for including these Indigenous peoples 

remain undefined or unspecified. Issues with permissions and authorities regarding 

interactions between military forces and northern communities, law enforcement, and 

other agencies need attention. SOF are a critical and key mechanism to deter, deny, and 

protect the North American Arctic. A part of that effort is accomplished by building 

effective and long-term relationships among Indigenous communities and organizations. 

2#!-#'(%*#.!,#'!1(1$,*#-'!%-;,$*&#1A*I!7-$>--#!+M=!,#'!6&%$A!24-%*),R1!2%)$*)!

"#'*.-#&(1!I-&I;-!4(1$!7-!*#$-#$*&#,;J!3&%4,$*5-J!,#'!3&1$-%-'!$&!4,9-!6&%$A!

24-%*),#!2%)$*)!1-)(%*$/!,#'!1,3-$/!#-$>&%91!-33-)$*5-H!0,#,'*,#J!24-%*),#J!,#'!

_,#*1A!+M=!,%-!>-;;!I&1*$*&#-'!3&%!$A*1!$,19H The leaders of these three countries, the 

“North American Arctic tripoint,” must recognize the critical value of using SOF to forge 
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paths fostering productive relationships between special operators and Indigenous 

people. Unlike in the lower latitudes of North America, the demographics of the High 

North consist of widely dispersed pockets of primarily Indigenous people. The 

Indigenous ancestral knowledge and skills needed to survive, thrive, and operate in 

Arctic and near-Arctic conditions are unparalleled. Military forces operating in the Arctic 

must leverage this critical knowledge base. 21!4*;*$,%/!I;,##-%1J!,#,;/1$1J!,#'!

1$%,$-.*1$1!)&#)-I$(,;*S-!'-3-#'*#.!$A-!A&4-;,#'J!+M=!,%-!$A-!*'-,;!)A&*)-!3&%!

>&%9*#.!>*$A!"#'*.-#&(1!I-&I;-J!\(1$!,1!$A-/!A,5-!>*$A!&$A-%!*#'*.-#&(1!)(;$(%-1!

,%&(#'!$A-!>&%;'!3&%!4&%-!$A,#!1-5-#!'-),'-1.4 However, when considering the 

defense of North America, Indigenous people are not citizens of a foreign nation; they 

are legitimate citizens of North America’s homeland with sovereign rights rooted in each 

nations’ laws. The North American Arctic tripoint must lean forward to chart 

synchronized and cogent paths to integrate the different Indigenous peoples inhabiting 

the High North. 

!

@,%%,#$?!The US government recognizes the threat that Russia poses to indigenous populations 

in the Arctic 

 

U.S. Department of State Staff, “Joint Statement on Arctic Council Cooperation 

Following Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine – United States Department of State.” U.S. 

Department of State, 3 Mar. 2022, www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-arctic-

council-cooperation-following-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/.!

!

@-!%-4,*#!)&#5*#)-'!&3!$A-!-#'(%*#.!5,;(-!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;!3&%!)*%)(4I&;,%!

)&&I-%,$*&#!,#'!%-*$-%,$-!&(%!1(II&%$!3&%!$A*1!*#1$*$($*&#!,#'!*$1!>&%9H!!@-!A&;'!,!

%-1I&#1*7*;*$/!$&!$A-!I-&I;-!&3!$A-!2%)$*)J!*#);('*#.!$A-!*#'*.-#&(1!I-&I;-1J!>A&!

)&#$%*7($-!$&!,#'!7-#-3*$!3%&4!$A-!*4I&%$,#$!>&%9!(#'-%$,9-#!*#!$A-!0&(#)*;H!The 

core principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity, based on international law, have 

long underpinned the work of the Arctic Council, a forum which Russia currently chairs.  
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In light of Russia’s flagrant violation of these principles, our representatives will not 

travel to Russia for meetings of the Arctic Council.  Additionally, our states are 

temporarily pausing participation in all meetings of the Council and its subsidiary bodies, 

pending consideration of the necessary modalities that can allow us to continue the 

Council’s important work in view of the current circumstances. 

!

!

@,%%,#$?!The US is behind in the Arctic 

 

Nesheiwat, Julia & Andro Mathewson. “Securing the North: Expanding the United 

States’ Icebreaker Fleet.” MilitaryTimes, 26 Jan. 2022, 

https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2022/01/26/securing-the-

north-expanding-the-united-states-icebreaker-fleet/!

 

“NATO allies in the region, such as Norway and Canada, also own icebreaker fleets. 

However, none of them are nuclear-powered. Norway’s fleet is focused on territorial 

defense against increasingly aggressive Russian incursions while Canada’s fleet is 

currently comprised of smaller vessels focusing on scientific research and search and 

rescue efforts. Thus, $A-!:H+H!),##&$!%-;/!&#!*$1!6&%$A-%#!&%!a(%&I-,#!,;;*-1!3&%!'-3-#1-!

I&1$(%*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!GA*1!;,)9!&3!,!1(71$,#$*,;!:H+H!3;--$!&3!*)-7%-,9-%1J!$A-!,71-#)-!

&3!#();-,%TI&>- %-'!5-11-;1J!,#'!%-;*,#)-!&#!,;;*-'!*)-7%-,9-%!I&1$(%*#.!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!*1!

,!4,\&%!3;,>!*#!$A-!:+!#,$*&#,;!1-)(%*$/!1$%,$-./!,#'!'-3-#1*5-!(47%-;;,J!>A*)A!#--'1!

$&!7-!,''%-11-'!,1!m(*)9;/!,1!I&11*7;-!,#'!*1!,#!*4I&%$,#$!1$%,$-.*)!*#5-1$4-#$!$A-!

:#*$-'!+$,$- 1!#--'1!$&!4,9-!*44-'*,$-;/Hf !

 

"4I,)$?! Involving indigenous populations to understand the Arctic is key to success in the Arctic 

 

Martin, Barrett. “The Unconventional Approach to Arctic Security: Increasing Domain 

Awareness through the US.” Air University (AU), 3 Oct. 2022, 
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www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/3171599/the-unconventional-

approach-to-arctic-security-increasing-domain-awareness-thro/. !

 

Last week, the Chinese drilling company sent a small delegation to the village to build a 

relationship and ensure the company’s work would not negatively affect the village. 

During the meeting with the village elders, an agreement was made to allow some 

Chinese employees to live among the population of Teller. In return, the company 

would provide funding to upgrade the village infrastructure. The deal is a 10-year 

contract that will allow the Chinese-backed company to maintain and expand Chinese 

influence throughout the region. While it may seem benign, this relationship could be 

the beginning of a malign actor presence that will fester throughout Alaska and further 

isolate the many Indigenous villages in the region from the US government if left 

unchecked. Although this story is fictional, it could become a reality if the DOD does not 

start engaging more effectively with the many vulnerable Indigenous populations 

throughout the Alaskan coastline before our adversaries do. 0&(#$-%*#.!4,;*.#!

*#3;(-#)-!>&(;'!7-#-3*$!3%&4!%--K,4*#*#.!,#'!;-5-%,.*#.!,!)%()*,;!I*-)-!&3!24-%*),#!

A*1$&%/` $A-!_M_R1!(1-!,#'!%-;*,#)-!&#!$A-!"#'*.-#&(1!,II%&,)AH!"#!$A-!2%)$*)J!$A*1!

>,1!'&#-!>*$A!$A-!2;,19,#!+)&($1!'(%*#.!$A-!@&%;'!@,%!""H!GA-!2;,19,#!+)&($1!>-%-!,!

5&;(#$--%!4*;*$,%/!&%.,#*S,$*&#!$A,$!-4I;&/-'!4&%-!$A,#!QJVVV!6,$*5-!2;,19,#1!$&!

)&#'()$!1(%5-*;;,#)- T,#' T1(II&%$!,)$*5*$*-1!,;&#.!$A-!%-4&$-!)&,1$;*#-1H!GA-%-!,%-!,!

4(;$*$('-!&3!&II&%$(#*$*-1!*#!2;,19,!$A,$!>&(;'!#&$!&#;/!*#)%-,1-!:+!#,$*&#,;!1-)(%*$/!

I&1$(%-!7($!,;1&!,;;&>!2E+M=!1&;'*-%1!$&!%-3*#-!$A-*%!2%)$*)!$,)$*)1J!$-)A#*m(-1J!,#'!

I%&)-'(%-1!NGGCPH!GA-1-!%-3*#-'!19*;;1!>&(;'!,;1&!A-;I!7(*;'!2E+M=!)%-'*7*;*$/!,#'!

),I,7*;*$/!3&%!)&47,$!&I-%,$*&#1!*#!a(%&I-!>A*;-!$%,*#*#.!,#'!-K-%)*1*#.!*#!$A-!^*.A!

6&%$AH 

 

2#,;/1*1: The argument to make here is that increased military presence in the form of 

cooperating with indigenous populations in the Arctic may help improve our understanding of 

the Arctic as well as act as an important deterrent to actors infringing on indigenous peoples’ 

sovereignty. The argument holds if teams can convince judges that US military presence can be 

collaborative in this respect, and the evidence certainly points to that.!  
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PRO: Military presence in the Arctic helps protect endangered 

species 

!

2%.(4-#$?!The Arctic, which is home to a large ecosystem, is vulnerable to ecological disasters 

that an increased US presence can help mitigate the effects of 

 

@,%%,#$?!The Arctic is important to protect because of its large ecosystem!

!

Keatinge, Jenny. “Save the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.” Defenders of Wildlife,  

https://defenders.org/sites/default/files/publications/Americas-Wild-Arctic-

Worth-Protecting-Factsheet.pdf 

!

M#-!&3!$A-!;,%.-1$!*#$,)$!-)&1/1$-41!*#!$A-!>&%;'J!$A-!2%)$*)!6,$*&#,;!@*;';*3-!E-3(.-!

*#!2;,19,!is a place of breathtaking natural beauty and untouched, rugged wildness. Its 

remarkable glaciated peaks, northern forests and fragile tundra provide habitat for polar 

bears, caribou, muskoxen, wolves and other iconic, unique and sensitive wildlife species. 

The Arctic Refuge is the crown jewel of the National Wildlife Refuge System, a 19.6-

million acre reserve boasting the greatest biodiversity of any protected area north of the 

Arctic Circle. It *1!A&4-!$&!hi!4,44,;1J!*#);('*#.!-* .A$!4,%*#-!4,44,;1J!hU!3*1A!

1I-)*-1J!,#'!4&%-!$A,#!UVV!4*.%,$&%/!,#'!%-1*'-#$!7*%'!1I-)*-1H!

!

@,%%,#$?!The Arctic is particularly vulnerable to oil spills!

!

Eger, Karl Magnus. “Effects of Oil Spills in Arctic Waters.” ARCTIS, 2010, 

http://www.arctis-search.com/Effects+of+Oil+Spills+in+Arctic+Waters 

 

M*;!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!4,%*#-!-)&1/1$-4!&%*.*#,$-1!4,*#;/!3%&4!$>&!1&(%)-1?!'%*;;*#.!,)$*5*$/!

,#'!&*;!1I*;;1!'(%*#.!$%,#1I&%$,$*&#H Drilling activity causes long-term exposure and thus 

chronic effects on Arctic marine ecosystems, such as changes in species composition, 
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dominance and biomass, while oil spill effects are acute and can cause severe damage 

locally1 . However, the &*;!I%&'()$1, whether it originates from shipping activities or 

drilling activity, '-1$%&/!,;;!,1I-)$1!&3!$A-!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!*#$-.%*$/!&3!$A-!4,%*#-!

-)&1/1$-41!*#);('*#.!3*1A-%*-1J!4,%*#-!4,44,;1J!)&%,;1J!&)-,#!,#'!1A&%-!7*%'1J!,#'!

$A-!)&,1$,;!>*;';*3-!,#'!$A(1!;-,'!$&!)A,#.-1!*#!-H.H!7-A,5*&(%!N3--'*#.J!,)$*5*$/!,#'!

4&$*;*$/J!,5&*',#)-!%-,)$*&#1!-$)HPJ!.%&>$AJ!,#'!%-I%&'()$*&#2 . M*;!1I*;;1!*#!*)-!,%-!

4&%-!)&4I;*),$-'!$&!,''%-11!$A,#!&*;!1I*;;1!*#!&I-#!>,$-%1H Should this occur at the 

wrong place at the wrong time, for example in the marginal ice zone, in polynyas, during 

the high production period, the impacts could be serious. Shallow waters are the most 

sensitive to such pollution, and these areas are important to organisms of all levels of 

the Arctic food chain. 2I,%$!3%&4!$A-!#&%4,;;/!;&#.!'*1$,#)-1!3%&4!-K*1$*#.!

*#3%,1$%()$(%-J!$A-!&*;!*1!;-11!,))-11*7;-!*#!*)-T)&5-%-'!>,$-%1H!GA-!1;&>!%,$-!&3!

7*&;&.*),;!'-.%,',$*&#!&3!&*;!,$!#-,%TS-%&!$-4I-%,$(%-1!A,1!;-'!7*&;&.*1$1!$&!1(..-1$!

$A,$!&*;!1I*;;1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#!4*.A$!%-4,*#!$A-%-!3&%!I-%*&'1!&3!iV!/-,%1!&%!4&%-. 

The dynamics of the ice pack combined with the long life of the oil could allow an oil 

spill to have a major effect on the albedo in certain regions of the Arctic. It is estimated 

that the transit time of an oil spill on the fringes of the Beaufort Sea around the 

circumference of the Beaufort gyre would be about 7–10 years. Several mechanisms act 

both to diffuse the oil and to put the oil on the surface of the ice. Therefore, as the 

source continued, the area affected by the spill would grow. By the time the original spill 

site returned to its original approximate geographic coordinates, a considerable area of 

the Beaufort Sea could have its albedo changed. The significance of the resultant albedo 

change for the Arctic heat balance is moot, but most scientists agree that the Arctic 

environment will require special precautions to minimize the risks of accidental oil spills. 

!

@,%%,#$?!Protecting biodiversity is part of the US strategy in the Arctic!

!
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Bisen, Anurag. “US National Strategy for the Arctic Region: An Assessment.” Manohar 

Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, www.idsa.in/issuebrief/us-national-

strategy-for-the-arctic-region-abisen-141022.  

 

+$%,$-.*)!M7\-)$*5-!UHh?!0&#1-%5-!,#'!C%&$-)$!2%)$*)!a)&1/1$-41J!*#);('*#.!$A%&(.A!

"#'*.-#&(1!0& TC%&'()$*&#!,#'!0&TF,#,.-4-#$J!$A%&(.A!4(;$*;,$-%,;!*#*$*,$*5-1!,#'!

%-1-,%)A!$&!)&#1-%5-!,#'!I%&$-)$!2%)$*)!7*&'*5-%1*$/J!)&#1*1$-#$!>*$A!*$1!#,$*&#,;!.&,;!

&3!)&#1-%5*#.!OV!I-%!)-#$!&3!24-%*),R1!;,#'1!,#'!>,$-%1!7/!UVOV, as well as its 

international commitments. The Strategy also aims to ensure possession of capabilities 

required to prepare for, prevent, and respond to oil spills and other environmental 

disasters in the Arctic. 

!

@,%%,#$?!US military presence can help mitigate the effects of oil spills!

!

Carden, Michael J. “Military Support to Mitigate Oil Spill Continues.” DVIDS, 15 July 

2010, www.dvidshub.net/news/52898/military-support-mitigate-oil-spill-continues. 

 

F*;*$,%/!-33&%$1 along the Gulf Coast continue July 15 ,1!I,%$!&3!$A-!3-'-%,;!%-1I&#1-!

3&%)- to );-,#!(I!$A-!&*;!1I*;; . About 1,900 Defense Department and associated 

personnel are deployed to the Gulf. They are providing &#.&*#.!1(II&%$!$&!)&#$,*#!$A-!

;-,9!,#'!);-,#!(I!$A-!1I*;;J!*#);('*#.!4*;*$,%/ T&>#-'!19*44-%1!,#'!I&;;($*&#!)&#$%&;!

-m(*I4-#$ , Pentagon spokesman Army Lt. Col. Robert L. Ditchey II said July 15. The 

military also is providing funding for National Guard support to state governors in the 

region, as well as staging areas for boom and logistical coordination along the coast and 

at sea, Ditchey said. The Coast Guard has been leading the federal response there since 

April when the Deepwater Horizon oil rig exploded. The explosion resulted in hundreds 

of millions of gallons of oil gushing from the sea floor. "We have been working together 

closely with the U.S. Coast Guard from the beginning," Ditchey said. "We are committed 

to supporting the response effort for as long as we are needed." 
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!

"4I,)$?! Biodiversity in Alaska is critically important 

 

Semanco, Anja. “Alaska’s Critical Role in Protecting Global Biological Diversity.” Alaska 

Wilderness League, 22 May 2023, https://alaskawild.org/blog/alaskas-critical-

role-in-protecting-global-biological-diversity!

 

Globally, only about 17 percent of our planet’s land and roughly 8 percent of its oceans 

are protected. In the U.S., that number drops to just 12 percent of the land and one-

quarter of the oceans held within permanently protected areas, which include marine 

sanctuaries, national parks and wildlife refugesH!"#!$A-!:H+HJ!2;,19,!*1!&#-!&3!$A-!&#;/!

I;,)-1!>A- %-!>-!),#!1-)(%-!5,1$!-)&1/1$-4T;-5-;!>*#1!3&%!1I-)*-1J!)&44(#*$*-1!,#'!

$A-!I;,#-$H We need a public plan for public lands, especially in Alaska. G&!A,5-!,#/!

A&I-!&3!4--$*#.!$A-!OVxOV!)&44*$4-#$J!>-!4(1$!1$,%$!>*$A!2;,19,R1!.%-,$!1>,$A1!&3!

7*&;&.*),;;/!'*5-%1-!,#'!)(;$(%,;;/!1*.#*3*),#$!;,#'1.!"#!,''*$*&#!$&!1-%5*#.!,1!A&4-!$&!

UUg!3-'-%,;;/!%-)&.#*S-'!$%*7-1!,#'!$A-!A*.A-1$!I%&I&%$*&#!&3!24-%*),#!"#'*,#!,#'!

2;,19,!6,$*5-!I-&I;-!*#!$A-!:H+HJ!,!UVUV!1$('/!&3!*#$,)$!A,7*$,$1!,%&(#'!$A-!>&%;'!

*'-#$*3*-'!gOHQ!I-%)-#$!&3!2;,19,R1!;,#'1!,1!-11-#$*,;!*#!1$,7*;*S*#.!);*4,$-!,#'!,5&*'*#.!

1I-)*-1!-K$*#)$*&#H!GA-!1$('/!-4IA,1*S-'!$A-!(#*m(-!*4I&%$,#)-!&3!2;,19,R1!5,1$!

;,#'1),I-1!,#'!A*.A!),%7&#!1$&%,.-!),I,)*$/H!"#!3,)$J!3-'-%,;!;,#'1!*#!2;,19,!1$&%-!QU!

I-%)-#$!&3!$A-!$&$,;!),%7&#!1$&%-'!&#!,;;!:H+H!3-'-%,;!;,#'1!` !4()A!&3!*$!*#!(#'*1$(%7-'!

1&*;H!F,*#$,*#*#.!$A-1-!-)&1/1$-41!*#!,!A-,;$A/!1$,$-!I%-1-#$1!A(.-T1),;-!7-#-3*$1!$&!

,;;H!

 
2#,;/1*1: The argument here is that US military presence is helpful in protecting biodiversity, 

which is also part of the US’s strategy in the Arctic. A biodiverse ecosystem thrives in the Arctic, 

and it is important that it be protected. 
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A/2:  Military presence displaces indigenous populations  

 

_-;*#9? Indigenous populations want to help the US government. 

 

@,%%,#$? The Arctic Council ensures cooperation between the US and indigenous peoples. 

 

 Alexander, Edward & Evan T. Bloom. “No. 21 | The Arctic Council and the Crucial  

Partnership Between Indigenous Peoples and States in the Arctic.” Wilson 

Center, 27 July 2023, https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/no-21-arctic-

council-and-crucial-partnership-between-indigenous-peoples-and-states-arctic. 

 

GA-!%-;,$*&#1A*I!-1$,7;*1A-'!5*,!$A-!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;!7-$>--#!1$,$-1!,#'!*#'*.-#&(1!

%-I%-1-#$,$*5-1!*1!(#*m(-!*#!'*I;&4,)/H While it is usual in international organizations 

to create a category of observers, including indigenous groups and non-governmental 

organizations, who can come to meetings to advise states, comment on the proceedings 

and watch what occurs, the Permanent Participants are not observers. They are an 

integral part of the institution. That states and the Permanent Participants sit together 

as equals in a multilateral organization is not something found elsewhere. GA-!

C-%4,#-#$!C,%$*)*I,#$1!NeCCR1f!*#!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;!I,%;,#)-P!-#1(%-!$A,$!$A-!5*->1!&3!$A-!

2%)$*)!"#'*.-#&(1!,%-!,!5*$,;!I,%$!&3!$A-!>&%9!&3!$A-!0&(#)*;J!I%&5*'*#.!,!4&%-!'*%-)$!

,#'!-33-)$*5-!I-%1I-)$*5-!$A,#!*3!$A-!1$,$-1!%-;*-'!&#!)&#1(;$,$*&#1!>*$A!$A-*%!

"#'*.-#&(1!)*$*S-#1!3&%!*#3&%4,$*&#!,#'!.(*',#)-H The PP’s also represent in most cases 

a cross-section of nationalities, which provides cross-border perspectives. The Aleut 

International Association (AIA), for example, consists of membership in the United 

States of America and Russia. The Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC) consists of 

membership in Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark, the United States of America, as well 

as Russia. In the current political climate it’s important that we collectively understand 

there is more than one avenue of diplomacy.  
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2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because by being official members of the Arctic Council, 

indigenous communities are bound to supporting the US and other Arctic states in the 

protection of the region. 

 

G(%#? A partnership is mutually beneficial.  

 

@,%%,#$? Indigenous peoples get a seat at the decision-making table. 

 

Lorrespub. “The Arctic Council: The Involvement of Indigenous Peoples.” Library of  

Parliament, 14 June 2022, https://hillnotes.ca/2022/06/14/the-arctic-council-

the-involvement-of-indigenous-peoples/. 

 

Indigenous peoples comprise approximately 12.5% of all Arctic inhabitants and more 

than 50% of Canada’s Arctic inhabitants. When the Arctic Council was established, 

organizations representing Indigenous peoples who live in the Arctic were given 

permanent participant status. At present, the six organizations listed in Table 1 have 

that status. The Arctic Athabaskan Council, the Gwich’in Council International and the 

Inuit Circumpolar Council all have members who live in Canada. The permanent 

participants help to facilitate the active participation of Indigenous peoples in the Arctic 

Council’s work. GA-!*#);(1*&#!&3!I-%4,#-#$!I,%$*)*I,#$1J!>A*)A!A,5-!3(;;!)&#1(;$,$*&#!

%*.A$1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;R1!#-.&$*,$*&#1!,#'!'-)*1*&#!4,9*#.J!A,1!7--#!'-1)%*7-'!7/!

$A-!2%)$*)!"#1$*$($-!,1!&#-!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;R1!4&1$!'*1$*#)$*5-!3-,$(%-1H The Arctic 

Council’s member states and permanent participants are each supported by a 

secretariat: the Arctic Council Secretariat and the Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat, 

respectively. The Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat helps the permanent participants 

prepare and submit proposals to the Arctic Council and generally enhances their 

capacity to participate in the Arctic Council’s activities. It also works to facilitate 

consultation and information sharing between and among the permanent participants. 
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@,%%,#$? Having a seat at the table supports indigenous communities’ interests. 

 

 Morton, James R. & Ryan Burke. “Special Operations Forces and Arctic Indigenous  

People: Partnering to Defend the North American Arctic Homeland.” Journal of  

Indo-Pacific Affairs, 27 July 2023,https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/ 

Article/3171534/special-operations-forces-and-arctic-indigenous-people- 

partnering-to-defend-the/. 

 

There are several tangible connections to make between SOF and Indigenous 

communities. Creating and exercising partnership agreements between medical 

communities is an example of building a long-term connection. Establishing legal and 

ethically appropriate channels for exchanges of medicines or services bodes well when 

creating enduring relationships. Such engagements have happened, albeit informally. A 

regional Native nonprofit care provider, the Tanana Chiefs Conference, donated COVID-

19 vaccines to a US air base for its Airmen, as a recent example. These kinds of positive 

exchanges build meaningful and trusting relationships between US military personnel 

and Indigenous communities. Leaders should anticipate legal dilemmas when building 

and exercising partnerships; however, the advantages would outweigh such difficulties. 

+M=!,#'!"#'*.-#&(1!)&44(#*$/!;-,'-%1 !),#!;-5-%,.-!-K*1$*#.!&II&%$(#*$*-1!3&%!

)&;;,7&%,$*&#H!Z&$A!)&(#$%*-1R!4*;*$,%*-1!A,5-!%-m(*%-4-#$1!$&!1(II&%$!'-3-#1-!

,)$*5*$*-1!$A,$!),#!,;*.#!>*$A!"#'*.-#&(1!)&44(#*$*-1R!*#$-%-1$1H SOF exercise planners 

can look to Indigenous-led companies and community leaders for servicing contracts 

prior to and during exercises. 2!)&#$%,)$(,;!,.%--4-#$!3&%!1-%5*)-1!),#!)&#$%*7($-!$&!

*4I%&5*#.!-)&#&4*)!1-)(%*$/!,4&#.!6,$*5-!)&44(#*$*-1!>A*;-!1*4(;$,#-&(1;/!

'-5-;&I*#.!$%,*#*#.!&II&%$(#*$*-1!3&%!+M=!$&!;-,%#!,#'!'-5-;&I!2%)$*)!),I,7*;*$*-1H SOF 

can also conduct community assessments aimed at development and land leasing for 

future training activities that provides economic benefit to Indigenous communities 

while enabling SOF to develop greater regional expertise and cultural awareness.  
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2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it shows that indigenous peoples have a seat at the 

table when it comes to making decisions about their home. Teams should force their opponents 

to demonstrate that indigenous populations are actually being displaced by military activity, 

rather than just saying it may happen. 

 

_-;*#9? The Biden administration protects indigenous peoples. 

 

@,%%,#$? Biden has taken action to improve relations with the indigenous community. 

 

“FACT SHEET: Biden-!Harris Administration Announces New Actions to Support 

Indian Country and Native Communities Ahead of the Administration’s Second 

Tribal Nations Summit.” The White House, 30 Nov. 2022, 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-

releases/2022/11/30/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-announces-new-

actions-to-support-indian-country-and-native-communities-ahead-of-the-

administrations-second-tribal-nations-summit/. 

 

This week, President Biden is hosting the second Tribal Nations Summit of his 

Administration to help foster Nation-to-Nation relationships and provide Tribal leaders 

with an opportunity to engage directly with senior Administration officials. +*#)-!$,9*#.!

&33*)-J!C%-1*'-#$!Z*'-#!A,1!I%*&%*$*S-'!%-;,$*&#1A*I1!>*$A!G%*7,;!6,$*&#1!$A,$!,%-!7(*;$!

&#!%-1I-)$!3&%!G%*7,;!1&5-%-*.#$/!,#'!1-;3T.&5-%#,#)-J!A&#&%*#.!3-'-%,;!$%(1$!,#'!

$%-,$/!%-1I&#1*7*;*$*-1J!I%&$-)$*#.!G%*7,;!A&4-;,#'1J!,#'!)&#'()$*#.!%-.(;,%J!

4-,#*#.3(;J!,#'!%&7(1$!)&#1(;$,$*&#H!GA-!C%-1*'-#$!A,1!,;1&!,'5,#)-'!,#!-)&#&4*)!

,.-#',!$A,$!*#);('-1!A*1$&%*)!;-5-;1!&3!3(#'*#.!1I-)*3*),;;/!3&%!G%*7,;!)&44(#*$*-1!,#'!

6,$*5-!I-&I;-J!*#);('*#.!pOU!7*;;*&#!*#!$A-!24-%*),#!E-1)(-!C;,#!N2ECPJ!pWO!7*;;*&#!*#!

$A-!Z*I,%$*1,#!"#3%,1$%()$(%-!L,>!NZ"LPJ!,#'!pXVV!4*;;*&#!*#!$A-!"#3;,$*&#!E-'()$*&#!2)$!

N"E2PH  

 



Pro Responses to Con Arguments  Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  109 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it shows that the Biden administration has more than 

just rhetoric when it comes to protecting indigenous populations. This demonstrates that the 

US will make an effort at protecting indigenous people in the Arctic region. 

! !
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A/2:  Military  presence  has an undue impact on the U.S. 

Presidential Election  

 
_-;*#9? Increased military presence won’t harm voters’ opinions of Biden. 

 

@,%%,#$? Climate change is not a top voting issue. 

 

 Tyson, Alec et al. “What the data says about Americans’ views of climate change.” Pew  

Research Center, 9 Aug. 2023, https://www.pewresearch.org/short-

reads/2023/08/09/what-the-data-says-about-americans-views-of-climate-

change/. 

 

Climate change is a lower priority for Americans than other national issues. @A*;-!,!

4,\&%*$/!&3!,'(;$1!5*->!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!,1!,!4,\&%!$A%-,$J!*$!*1!,!;&>-%!I%*&%*$/!$A,#!

*11(-1!1()A!,1!1$%-#.$A-#*#.!$A-!-)&#&4/!,#'!%-'()*#.!A-,;$A!),%-!)&1$1H Overall, 37% 

of Americans say addressing climate change should be a top priority for the president 

and Congress in 2023, and another 34% say it’s an important but lower priority. GA*1!

%,#91!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!WX$A!&($!&3!UW!#,$*&#,;!*11(-1!*#);('-'!*#!,!0-#$-%!1(%5-/!3%&4!

8,#(,%/H As with views of the threat that climate change poses, there’s a striking 

contrast between how Republicans and Democrats prioritize the issue. For Democrats, it 

falls in the top half of priority issues, and 59% call it a top priority. By comparison, 

among Republicans, it ranks second to last, and just 13% describe it as a top priority. 

Our analyses have found that partisan gaps on climate change are often widest on 

questions – such as this one – that measure the salience or importance of the issue. The 

gaps are more modest when it comes to some specific climate policies. For example, 

majorities of Republicans and Democrats alike say they would favor a proposal to 

provide a tax credit to businesses for developing technologies for carbon capture and 

storage. 
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@,%%,#$? There is bipartisan support for military action. 

 

Speak, Devin. “The melting Arctic gets a U.S. ambassador and an influx of military  

cash.” NPR, 22 Mar. 2023, https://www.npr.org/2023/03/22/1164315952/the- 

melting-arctic-gets-a-u-s-ambassador-and-an-influx-of-military-cash. 

 

While indigenous communities have long thrived in communion with the land there, 

nation states haven't had much presence in the northern latitudes because it hasn't 

been ripe for exploitation. Until sea ice began rapidly receding, oil, gas, shipping and 

minerals were all under frigid lock and key. But with dwindling sea ice, tapping the 

region's resources is becoming more feasible. 2#'!*#!)&#\(#)$*&#!>*$A!$A-!-)&#&4*)!

&II&%$(#*$*-1J!#,$*&#1!,%-!-/-*#.!7*.!4*;*$,%/!1I-#'*#.H!E(11*,!A,1!,;%-,'/!%,4I-'!(I!

*$1!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!,#'!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!*1!I;,/*#.!),$)AT(IH Alaska Republican Sen. 

Lisa Murkowski's team told NPR in a statement that dealing with national security 

threats from Russia and China in the region will be a top challenge. GA-%-!*1!7*I,%$*1,#!

1(II&%$!3&%!3(#'*#.!$A,$!I%*)-/!4*;*$,%/!%-1I&#1-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!-5-#!,1!4,#/!*#!

0&#.%-11!,)$*5-;/!%-\-)$!4*$*.,$*#.!$A-!-33-)$1!&3!);*4,$-!)A,#.-H 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it addresses voting issues on both sides of the aisle, 

showing that for Democrats and Republicans alike, it will not harm Biden’s standing in the polls. 

 

2;$!),(1-? Intraparty challenges are more likely to hurt Biden’s campaign than military presence 

in the Arctic. 

!

@,%%,#$? A third party candidate would steal votes from Biden. 

 

 Skelley, Geoffrey. “Why A Third-Party Candidate Might Help Trump — And Spoil The  

Election For Biden.” FiveThirtyEight, 13 July 2023,  

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/third-party-candidate-spoiler-trump-biden/. 



Pro Responses to Con Arguments  Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  112 

 

We don’t need to have major-party presidential nominees to have a conversation about 

a third-party spoiler candidate affecting the 2024 presidential election. =,)-'!>*$A!$A-!

I%&1I-)$!&3!,!%-4,$)A!7-$>--#!C%-1*'-#$!Z*'-#!,#'!3&%4-%!C%-1*'-#$!_&#,;'!G%(4IJ!

,$!;-,1$!$>&!,;$-%#,$*5-1!A,5-!,;%-,'/!-4-%.-'?!GA-!7*I,%$*1,#!6&!L,7-;1!&%.,#*S,$*&#!

*1!>&%9*#.!$&>,%'!3*-;'*#.!,!)-#$%*1$!I%-1*'-#$*,;!$*)9-$J!>A*;-!0&%#-;!@-1$J!,!>-;;T

9#&>#!I(7;*)!*#$-;;-)$(,;!,#'!I&;*$*),;!I%&.%-11*5-J!A,1!;,(#)A-'!,!7*'!3&%!$A-!<%--#!

C,%$/R1!#&4*#,$*&#H!GA-1-!-33&%$1!A,5-!_-4&)%,$1!3%-$$*#.!$A,$!7&$A!7*'1!)&(;'!.,%#-%!

1(II&%$!3%&4!5&$-%1!>A&!4*.A$!&$A-%>*1-!7,)9!Z*'-#!,.,*#1$!G%(4IJ!$A-%-7/!7&&1$*#.!

G%(4IR1!)A,#)-1!&3!>*##*#.H So what do we know about the situations in which third-

party bids become spoiler campaigns? Initial evidence suggests that, in a rematch 

between Biden and Trump, a No Labels and/or West campaign could pull marginal 

support from Biden and subtly shift the election toward Trump. Whether this would 

actually make for a potential spoiler, though, is a different question: History — and 

common sense — suggest that these possible third-party candidates would be most 

likely to affect the outcome if the overall race were close. But in our deeply divided 

political era, close elections have been the norm, which makes a spoiler candidacy a live 

possibility. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it non-uniques the impacts of hurting Biden’s 

campaign by providing a different reason it may fail. It should be used in conjunction with other 

responses since it is mitigatory, rather than terminal. 

 

 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence forces  a tradeoff with oth er foreign 

policy initiatives  

 

_-;*#9? China and Russia don’t pose military threats to the US. 

 

@,%%,#$? Neither Russia nor China will attack the US because of Article V. 

 

In 1949, the primary aim of the North Atlantic Treaty – NATO’s founding treaty – was to 

create a pact of mutual assistance to counter the risk that the Soviet Union would seek 

to extend its control of Eastern Europe to other parts of the continent. Every 

participating country agreed that this form of solidarity was at the heart of the Treaty, 

effectively making Article 5 on collective defence a key component of the Alliance. 

2%$*);-!i!I%&5*'-1!$A,$!*3!,!62GM!2;;/!*1!$A-!5*)$*4!&3!,#!,%4-'!,$$,)9J!-,)A!,#'!-5-%/!

&$A-%!4-47-%!&3!$A-!2;;*,#)-!>*;;!)&#1*'-%!$A*1!,)$!&3!5*&;-#)-!,1!,#!,%4-'!,$$,)9!

,.,*#1$!,;;!4-47-%1!,#'!>*;;!$,9-!$A-!,)$*&#1!*$!'--41!#-)-11,%/!$&!,11*1$!$A-!2;;/!

,$$,)9-'H  Article 5: “The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of 

them in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against them all and 

consequently they agree that, if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, in exercise 

of the right of individual or collective self-defence recognized by Article 51 of the 

Charter of the United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking 

forthwith, individually and in concert with the other Parties, such action as it deems 

necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the security of the 

North Atlantic area. Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof 

shall immediately be reported to the Security Council. Such measures shall be 

terminated when the Security Council has taken the measures necessary to restore and 

maintain international peace and security.” 
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2#,;/1*1? This is a good argument because Article V has historically prevented China and Russia 

from attacking the US or one another. While they may engage with one another through 

political means, nothing has become militant. 

 

_-;*#9?!Russia is not a threat to US national security. 

 

@,%%,#$? NATO is more capable than Russia. 

 

“Nato vs. Russia: who would win?” The Week, 14 July 2023, 

https://www.theweek.co.uk/news/defence/104574/nato-vs-russia-who-would-

win#:~:text=In%20total%2C%20Nato%20has%20around,military%20personnel%

2C%20Statista%20data%20indicates. 

 

6,$&R1!7*..-1$!I;,/-%J!$A-!:+J!A,1!,#!&5-%>A-;4*#.!,'5,#$,.-!&5-%!E(11*,!*#!

)&#5-#$*&#,;!3&%)-1H!But Russian journalist and military analyst Pavel Felgenhauer told 

DW that open warfare often comes down to far more than the inventories that each 

side of the conflict can call upon. “It’s like predicting the result of a soccer match: yes, 

basically, Brazil should beat America in soccer, but I have seen Americans beat Brazil in 

South Africa, at the Confederations Cup,” said Felgenhauer. “You never know the result 

until the game is played.” Retired Air Vice Marshal Sean Bell told Sky News that another 

consideration was that Russia is not fighting by international rules of war. GA-!Y%-4;*#!

>*;;!'&!>A,$-5-%!*$!$,9-1!$&!>*#J!>*$A&($!7-*#.!7&..-'!'&>#!7/!I&;*$*)1!&%!$A-!4-'*,J!

A-!,%.(-'H  “They’re not constantly looking over their shoulders about, ‘Oh, if we hit a 

civilian, if we hit a building…’,” said Bell. “They just get on with it.” _-1I*$-!$A*1J!4,#/!

-KI-%$1!7-;*-5-!E(11*,R1!4*;*$,%/!-33-)$*5-#-11!A,1!7--#!'-#$-'!7/!$A-!'*17,#'*#.!&3!

$A-!@,.#-%!<%&(I!,3$-%!*$1!,7&%$*5-!4($*#/!;,1$!4&#$AH!Putin “may try to compensate 

for the loss of Wagner forces by adding additional Chechen soldiers or finding other 

ways to integrate new forces”, said Time. Z($J!,))&%'*#.!$&!2#'%-,1!Y%*-.J!,!I%&3-11&%!
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&3!1-)(%*$/!1$('*-1!,$!Y*#.R1!0&;;-.-!L&#'&#J!E(11*,#!3&%)-1!,%-!1$*;;!;*9-;/!$&!1(33-%!,!

1-$7,)9!*#!$A-!;&#.!%(#!3%&4!$A-!;&11!&3!$A-!A*.A;/!$%,*#-'!.%&(IH 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it addresses the specific threat of Russia and explains 

why a tradeoff in Ukraine wouldn’t embolden Russia to threaten other neighboring states or 

provoke the great powers. 

 

_-;*#9?!China is not a threat to US national security. 

 

@,%%,#$? NATO is more capable than China. 

 

“The Ultimate Guide to China Vs NATO (Who Would Win A War?)” Global Affairs  

Explained, https://globalaffairsexplained.com/china-vs-nato/.  

 

As we can see, the combined armies of all NATO members are considerably stronger 

than China’s Armed Forces. The number of troops NATO has is a key factor in 

determining how strong it is compared to China’s military. @*$A!&5-%!&#-!4*;;*&#!4&%-!

3%&#$;*#-!$%&&I1J!*$!*1!);-,%!$A,$!62GM!*1!4()A!4&%-!I&>-%3(;!$A,#!0A*#,H 62GM!*1!,;1&!

,7;-!$&!,''!4,#/!4&%-!%-1-%5*1$1!$A,#!0A*#,J!)&#$%*7($*#.!$&!*$1!&5-%,;;!4*;*$,%/!

1$%-#.$AH!GA-!)&47*#-'!,%4*-1!&3!62GM!A,5-!,;4&1$!WVJVVV!4&%-!4,*#!7,$$;-!$,#91!

$A,#!0A*#,!'&-1H This would allow them to dominate a battle and field much more 

armour at any given time than China could match. Air power is key in modern conflicts. 

The military that controls the sky and can achieve air superiority historically as 

overcome almost any military force. 62GM!A,1!&5-%!hJVVV!4&%-!)&47,$!,*%)%,3$!$A,#!

0A*#,!'&-1H This would allow them to dominate the skies in any conflict between them. 

0A*#,!A,1!,;4&1$!WiV!;-11!>,%1A*I1!$A,#!62GM!'&-1H GA*1!*1!,#&$A-%!3,)$&%!$A,$!4,9-1!

*$!);-,%!$A,$!62GM!*1!,!1$%&#.-%!4*;*$,%/!3&%)-!$A,#!0A*#,H 

 

@,%%,#$? China’s economy is slowing down, which limits its global influence. 
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Stokes, Bruce. “China may prove not to be the threat we have come to assume.” The 

Hill, 22 Jan. 2023, https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/3814610-china-

may-prove-not-to-be-the-threat-we-have-come-to-assume/. 

 

The Chinese government claims its economy grew 3 percent in 2022. The International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) projects China’s economy will grow by 4.4 percent in 2023, 

roughly half its growth rate in 2021. But such expectations will be realized only if 

everything goes right. Rhodium Group estimates China’s growth could be as low as 0.5 

percent. This would be a far cry from the 8-10 percent growth the world had come to 

expect from China. 0A*#,!#&!;&#.-%!1--41!'-1$*#-'!$&!&5-%$,9-!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,1!

$A-!>&%;'R1!;-,'*#.!-)&#&4/!,#/!$*4-!1&&#H Goldman Sachs, which formerly projected 

that China would become the world’s largest economy by the mid-2020s, has pushed 

that date back to 2035. Some analysts think it will never happen. a5-%/!#,$*&#R1!

-)&#&4*)!.%&>$A!*1!;,%.-;/!,!I%&'()$!&3!I%&'()$*5*$/!,#'!'-4&.%,IA/H!6-*$A-%!&3!

$A-1-!*1!&#!0A*#,R1!1*'-H A 2022 IMF study concluded that while China’s total factor 

productivity, which measures both labor and capital inputs, rose 22 percent between 

2003 and 2011, it expanded a mere 5 percent between 2011 and 2019. F-,#>A*;-J!

0A*#,R1!I&I(;,$*&#!*1!,.*#.!,#'!1A%*#9*#.J!'&>#!liVJVVV!*#!UVUUH The United Nations 

estimates that the nation’s population will decline by 113 million people by 2050. In 

2020, 17.8 percent of China’s population was over age 60. By 2050, that portion is 

expected to more than double to 38.8 percent. =->-%!,7;-T7&'*-'J!;-11TI%&'()$*5-!

>&%9-%1!>*;;!&#;/!,))-;-%,$-!$A-!-)&#&4*)!1;&>'&>#H 2#'!0A*#,R1!3($(%-!-)&#&4*)!

I%&1I-)$1!4,/!7-!)%*II;-'!7/!'-7$H  The IMF reports that China’s total public, private 

and corporate debt has grown from 172 percent in 2010 to 265 percent in 2021, an 

increase of 54 percent. The U.S. debt ratio is higher, but it is growing more slowly. 
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2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it addresses the specific threat of Russia and explains 

why a tradeoff in China wouldn’t embolden China to spread authoritarianism on a broad scale – 

they wouldn’t be capable of it. 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence hurts local resid ents 

 

_-;*#9? Regulations for PMCs are improving. 

 

@,%%,#$? The Montreux Document is improving standards of operations for PMCs. 

 

“The Montreux Document on Private Military and Security Companies.” International  

Committee of The Red Cross, 11 June 2020, 

https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0996-montreux-document-private-military-

and-security-companies. 

 

The Montreux Document is the result of an international process launched by the 

Government of Switzerland and the ICRC. "$!*1!,#!*#$-%.&5-%#4-#$,;!'&)(4-#$!

*#$-#'-'!$&!I%&4&$-!%-1I-)$!3&%!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!A(4,#*$,%*,#!;,>!,#'!A(4,#!%*.A$1!;,>!

>A-#-5-%!I%*5,$-!4*;*$,%/!,#'!1-)(%*$/!)&4I,#*-1!,%-!I%-1-#$!*#!,%4-'!)&#3;*)$1H It is 

not legally binding as such but, rather, contains a compilation of relevant international 

legal obligations and good practices. GA-!F&#$%-(K!_&)(4-#$!>,1!3*#,;*S-'!7/!

)&#1-#1(1!&#!WX!+-I$-47-%!UVVl!7/!WX!+$,$-1J!,#'!$A-!#(47-%!&3!I,%$*)*I,$*#.!+$,$-1!

*1!.%&>*#.!1$-,'*;/H The brochure comprises the Montreux Document, as well as useful 

explanatory comments.  Full title: "The Montreux Document on Pertinent International 

Legal Obligations and Good Practices for States Related to Operations of Private Military 

and Security Companies During Armed Conflict". 

 

@,%%,#$?!The ICoCA is improving standards of operations for PMCs. 

 

“Submission by the International Code of Conduct Association on the 

Humanitarian  Impacts and Victims of PMSCs.” International Code of Conduct 

Association, 4  May 2022, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2022-

05/InternationalCodeConductAssociation.pdf. 
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GA-!"#$-%#,$*&#,;!0&'-!&3!0&#'()$!211&)*,$*&#!Ne"0&02f!&%!e$A-!211&)*,$*&#fP!*1!,!#&#T

I%&3*$!4(;$*T1$,9-A&;'-%!*#*$*,$*5-!-1$,7;*1A-'!*#!UVWO!$&!-#1(%-!$A,$!I%&5*'-%1!&3!

I%*5,$-!1-)(%*$/!1-%5*)-1!%-1I-)$!A(4,#!%*.A$1!,#'!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!A(4,#*$,%*,#!;,>!

$A%&(.A!*4I;-4-#$,$*&#!,#'!&5-%1*.A$!&3!$A-!"#$-%#,$*&#,;!0&'-!&3!0&#'()$!3&%!

C%*5,$-!+-)(%*$/!+-%5*)-!C%&5*'-%1!Ne$A-!0&'-fPH!"0&02!-#1(%-1!$A,$!F-47-%!,#'!

233*;*,$-!)&4I,#*-1!,)$!*#!,))&%',#)-!>*$A!$A-!0&'-!7/!)&#'()$*#.!'( -!'*;*.-#)-!

$A%&(.A!4&#*$&%*#.!,#'!)-%$*3*),$*&#J!,1!>-;;!,1!$A-!I%&5*1*&#!&3!.(*',#)-!,#'!$A-!

A,#';*#.!&3!)&4I;,*#$1!$&!%,*1-!$A-!1$,#',%'1!&3!$A-!I%*5,$-!1-)(%*$/!*#'(1$%/H The 

Association aims to assist the preparation of the Working Group’s annual thematic 

report on victims of PMSCs, including the context of human rights violations, 

documentation of human rights abuses, and accountability and remedies for victims. 

ICoCA has developed manuals and guidance for providers of private security which are 

relevant to the Working Group’s inquiry and will be highlighted in this submission, 

including our Guidance and Manual on Company Grievous Mechanisms (CGMs), our 

Guidance on Human Rights Impact Assessments (HRIAs), and our Guidelines and 

Training on Preventing Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA). ICoCA aims to focus on 

steps that PSCs and contractors of PSCs can take to avoid human rights violations 

through adherence to the Code, and the implementation of mechanisms to facilitate the 

respect and insurance of human rights and humanitarian law. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it offers mitigatory defense on PMCs, which can cast 

doubt on the severity of your opponents’ impact. Additionally, you could provide benefits of 

PMCs, which could serve as a turn to the argument. 

 

_-;*#9? PMCs carry out US interests efficiently. 

 

@,%%,#$?!PMCs are cost effective. 
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 Markusen, Max. “A Stealth Industry: The Quiet Expansion of Chinese Private Security  

Companies.” Center for Strategic & International Studies, 12 Jan. 2022,  

https://www.csis.org/analysis/stealth-industry-quiet-expansion-chinese-private- 

security-companies. 

 

CF01!,#'!C+01!,;1&!&33-%!)&1$!1,5*#.1!$&!.&5-%#4-#$1!1--9*#.!$&!I%&\-)$!I&>-%!

>*$A&($!)&44*$$*#.!)&1$;/!4*;*$,%/J!1-)(%*$/J!;,>!-#3&%)-4-#$J!&%!'*I;&4,$*)!

*#5-1$4-#$1H For example, in war zones such as Iraq and Afghanistan, the U.S. 

government has used PMCs to outsource support ranging from personnel protection 

and site security to defense, diplomatic, and development operations. "#!$A-1-!),1-1J!

(1*#.!CF01!),#!7-!,!)&1$T-33-)$*5-!,;$-%#,$*5-!$&!'-I;&/*#.!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!3&%)-1!&%!

A*%*#.!3(;;T$*4-!-4I;&/--1!$&!I%&5*'-!1-)(%*$/H 

 

@,%%,#$? PMCs are highly skilled. 

 

 Zadzorova, Nikola. “Private Military Companies: An Efficient Way of Meeting the  

Demand for Security?” E-International Relations, 20 Sept. 2015,  

https://www.e-ir.info/2015/09/20/private-military-companies-an-efficient-way-

of-meeting-the-demand-for-security/. 

 

"$!1A&(;'!7-!,;1&!(#'-%;*#-'!$A,$!CF01R!-4I;&/--1!,%-!*#'--'!A*.A;/!19*;;-'!

*#'*5*'(,;1!>A&!,%-!7-;*-5-'!$&!7-!-K T4-47-%1!&3!e-;*$-!$%&&I1!3%&4!$A-!7-1$!$%,*#-'!

,%4*-1!*#!$A-!>&%;'Hf On the other hand, missions authorized by the UN usually cannot 

say the same about their troops. The UN has admitted that it faces difficulty to gain for 

its missions such individuals who are relatively skilled to fulfil military tasks required. 

^-#)-J!>A-#!,!CF0!*1!)&4I&1-'!&3!1()A!-KI-%*-#)-'!4*;*$,%/!I-%1&##-;J!*$1!

1(I-%*&%*$/!$&!$A-!:6!3&%)-J!>A*)A!*#);('-1!,;1&!$%&&I1!>A&!,%-!3,%!3%&4!7-*#.!%-,'/!

$&!'-, ;!>*$A!$A-!1*$(,$*&#!$A-/!3,)-J!),##&$!7-!I($!*#$&!,!m(-1$*&#H In addition, Joachim 

and Schneiker’s research on PMCs activities has shown diverse actions they are capable 
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of performing, which allows them to adjust to the actual requirements of a military 

mission. It represents a substantial advantage for anyone buying their services, since it 

does not only demonstrate their skills, but also flexibility which is useful when working 

in conflict environment in which one never knows what to expect. Consequently, PMCs’ 

personnel skills only strengthen the overall efficiency of security services provided by 

them. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it provides offense on PMCs. Head to head with your 

opponents it, at worst, becomes a wash, and at best, it becomes a winnable argument. 

 

_-;*#9? US military presence can help protect civilians. 

 

@,%%,#$?!US military presence decreases the number of militarized disputes. 

 

 O’Mahony, Angela et al. “U.S. Presence and the Incidence of Conflict.” RAND  

Corporation, 2018, https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1906.html. 

 

M#!,5-%,.-J!#-,%7/!:H+H!$%&&I!I%-1-#)-!*1!,11&)*,$-'!>*$A!,!;&>-%!;*9-;*A&&'!&3!

*#$-%1$,$-!>,%H!6-,%7/!:H+H!$%&&I!I%-1-#)-!*1!,11&)*,$-'!>*$A!,;;*-1!*#*$*,$*#.!3->-%!

4*;*$,%*S-'!'*1I($-1H These benefits appear to come with tradeoffs. Nearby U.S. troop 

presence is associated with a higher likelihood of low-intensity militarized disputes (e.g., 

displays of military force and threats to use military force). In addition, a large in-

country U.S. troop presence is associated with potential U.S. adversaries initiating even 

higher-intensity militarized disputes, though still short of war. U.S. troop presence is 

associated with a higher likelihood of the United States initiating militarized disputes. 

This may reflect the strategic deployment of U.S. forces near states with which the 

United States expects to engage in military conflict. 
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2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it shows that the US military presence is not all bad 

and casts doubt upon the statistics and impacts presented by the con. 

 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence increases defense spending  

 

6&!*4I,)$?  Increased defense spending for this particular issue has no political impact. 

 

@,%%,#$? There is bipartisan support for increased spending in the Arctic. 

 

Speak, Devin. “The melting Arctic gets a U.S. ambassador and an influx of military  

cash.” NPR, 22 Mar. 2023, https://www.npr.org/2023/03/22/1164315952/the- 

melting-arctic-gets-a-u-s-ambassador-and-an-influx-of-military-cash. 

 

While indigenous communities have long thrived in communion with the land there, 

nation states haven't had much presence in the northern latitudes because it hasn't 

been ripe for exploitation. Until sea ice began rapidly receding, oil, gas, shipping and 

minerals were all under frigid lock and key. But with dwindling sea ice, tapping the 

region's resources is becoming more feasible. 2#'!*#!)&#\(#)$*&#!>*$A!$A-!-)&#&4*)!

&II&%$(#*$*-1J!#,$*&#1!,%-!-/-*#.!7*.!4*;*$,%/!1I-#'*#.H!E(11*,!A,1!,;%-,'/!%,4I-'!(I!

*$1!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!,#'!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!*1!I;,/*#.!),$)A T(IH Alaska Republican Sen. 

Lisa Murkowski's team told NPR in a statement that dealing with national security 

threats from Russia and China in the region will be a top challenge. GA-%-!*1!7*I,%$*1,#!

1(II&%$!3&%!3(#'*#.!$A,$!I%*)-/!4*;*$,%/!%-1I&#1-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!-5-#!,1!4,#/!*#!

0&#.%-11!,)$*5-;/!%-\-)$!4*$*.,$*#.!$A-!-33-)$1!&3!);*4,$-!)A,#.-H 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it takes any political arguments your opponent may 

have out of their arsenal. Thus, the most likely frontline would be related to decreasing 

spending on social programs, which is typically difficult to prove in round. 

 

G(%#? Limited presence in the Arctic is not enough. 

 

@,%%,#$? Russia will gain control of the region if the US does not give proper funding.  
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Dodds, Daniel L. “It’s Time for the US Military to Focus on the Arctic.” CNN, 9 Aug.  

2022, https://www.cnn.com/2023/08/09/politics/joe-biden-voter-enthusiasm- 

climate-change/index.html. 

 

L*4*$-'!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,%-,!\-&I,%'*S-1!:H+H!#,$*&#,;!*#$-%-1$1!,#'!

I%&5-1!$A-!#--'!$&!%-,;*.#!$A-!2%)$*)!%-.*&#!(#'-%!:H+H!6&%$A-%#!0&44,#'H The 

acceleration of climate change is creating a race to control the $1 trillion worth of 

fisheries, oil, and gas resources in the Arctic and reinvigorating the U.S.-Russian rivalry. 

The relationship between U.S. and Russia is at an all-time low, and Russia’s persistent 

militarization of the Arctic poses a direct threat to the U.S. homeland. The only way to 

counter the threat is to close capability gaps by using the DOTMLPF-P framework to 

provide suitable, acceptable, and feasible solutions within the Army. Changes to 

doctrine and integrating new materiel enhance the fight in Artic conditions. 

Reorganizing the 11th ABD by adding an IBCT, DIVARTY, and Aviation units and 

personnel is necessary to operationalize the force and be able to react to crisis and 

conflict. Moving units to the Arctic requires added training and education, fortunately, 

NWTC maintains the ability to supply the necessary training. Enhancing the Arctic will 

have an initial cost of $1.1 billion and provide the region with the forces needed to 

enforce the strategic pillars for National Security of the Arctic region are met. 

 

@,%%,#$? America is already playing catch up. 

 

Rosen, Kenneth R. “A Battle for the Arctic Is Underway. And the U.S. Is Already  

Behind.” Politico, 17 Dec. 2022, 

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/ 

12/17/climate-change-arctic-00071169. 
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=&%!$A-!I,1$!$>&!'-),'-1J!E(11*,!A,1!7--#!'&4*#,$*#.!$A*1!3*.A$!3&%!$A-!2%)$*)J!7(*;'*#.!

(I!*$1!3;--$!&3!#();-,%T),I,7;-!*)-7%-,9-%1J!1A*I1!,#'!1(74,%*#-1J!'-5-;&I*#.!4&%-!

4*#*#.!,#'!&*;!>-;;!&I-%,$*&#1!,;&#.!*$1!WiJVVV!4*;-1!&3!2%)$*)!)&,1$;*#-J!%,)*#.!$&!

),I$(%-! )&#$%&;!&3!$A-!#->!e6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-f!&%!eG%,#1I&;,%!+-,!E&($-f!>A*)A!

)&(;'!7-.*#!$&!&I-#!(I!7/!UVOiJ!,#'!)&(%$*#.!#&#T2%)$*)!#,$*&#1!$&!A-;I!3(#'!$A&1-!

-#'-,5&%1H!2$!$A-!1,4-!$*4-J!24-%*),!*1!I;,/*#.!),$)AT(I!*#!,!);*4,$-!>A-%-!*$!A,1!

;*$$;-!-KI-%*-#)-!,#'!),I,7*;*$*-1H  The U.S. government and military seems to be 

awakening to the threats of climate change and Russian dominance of the Arctic — 

recently issuing a National Strategy for the Arctic Region and a report on how climate 

change impacts American military bases, opening a consulate in Nuuk, Greenland, and 

appointing this year an ambassador-at-large for the Arctic region within the State 

Department and a deputy assistant secretary of defense for Arctic and Global Resilience. 

America’s European allies, too, have been rethinking homeland security, increasing 

national defense budgets and security around critical energy infrastructure in the Arctic 

as they aim to boost their defense capabilities and rely less on American assistance. 

 

@,%%,#$? Russian presence in the Arctic is a major threat to global stability. 

 

 Wall, Colin & Njord Wegge. “The Russian Arctic Threat: Consequences of the Ukraine  

War.” Center for Strategic & International Studies, 25 Jan. 2023,  

https://www.csis.org/analysis/russian-arctic-threat-consequences-ukraine-war. 

 

Russia’s military interests in the Arctic are ostensibly defensive: to defend its second-

strike, sea-based nuclear deterrent capability operating out of the Kola Peninsula; to 

defend the homeland; and to protect its regional economic endeavors, especially oil and 

gas megaprojects like the Yamal LNG and Vostok Oil ventures, and the Northern Sea 

Route (NSR), which Russia views ambitiously as a future global trade thoroughfare. 

Russia also has offensive goals. =*%1$J!*$!1--91!$&!(1-!$A-!2%)$*)!,1!,!1$,.*#.!.%&(#'!3&%!

I&>-%!I%&\-)$*&#J!-1I-)*,;;/!*#$&!$A-!6&%$A!2$;,#$*)!M)-,#!5*,!$A-!<%--#;,#'T 
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")-;,#' T:Y!N<":YP!<,IH!+-)&#'J!*$!4,/!)&#1*'-%!A/7%*'!,)$*5*$*-1!$&!*#$*4*',$-!&%!

)&-%)-!a(%&I-,#!2%)$*)!)&(#$%*-1H!=*#,;;/J!*#!,#!(#;*9-;/` 7($!#&$!(#$A*#9,7;-̀ !>*'-%!

62GMTE(11*,!)&#3;*)$J!A,5*#.!-1),;,$-'!$&!,!>,%J!&#-!),#!*4,.*#-!F&1)&>!%*19*#.!,!

;*4*$-'!*#)(%1*&#!*#$&!6&%>,/!&%!=*#;,#'!*#!,!7*'!$&!I%&$-)$!*$1!)%*$*),;!#();-,%!,11-$1!*#!

$A-!Y&;,!C-#*#1(;,!7/!)%-,$*#.!.%-,$-%!'-3-#1*5-!'-I$A!$A%&(.AJ!3&%!-K,4I;-J!$A-!

-1$,7;*1A4-#$!&3!4&%-!>-1$-%#!,#$*T,))-11u,%-,!'-#*,;!1/1$-4!1/1$-41!,$!%-;,$*5-;/!

-,1*;/!'-3-#'-'!1*$-1!>-1$!&3!*$1!7&%'-%H!GA*1!1)-#,%*&!%-1-47;-1!0&;'!@,%T-%,!3-,%1H A 

perhaps more likely modern conflict scenario could involve long-range precision strikes 

of high-value assets like the Norwegian or future Finnish F-35s and the infrastructure 

needed to keep them flying. In addition, in accordance with basic military-strategic 

theory, one can also assume that command and control sites, radars, and important 

bases supporting key naval capabilities or anti-submarine warfare planes such as P-8 

Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft would be attractive targets. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good response because it puts your opponents on the offensive by making 

them respond to a Russian aggression scenario, which, depending on time, can be further 

impacted to conventional or nuclear war. 

 

 

 !
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A/2:  Military presence in the Arctic creates more greenhouse 

gas emissions 

 

2#1>-%?!It is too late to save the Arctic!

 

Carrington, Damian. “Too late now to save Arctic summer ice, climate scientists find”, 

The Guardian, 6 June 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/06/too-late-now-to-save-

arctic-summer-ice-climate-scientists-

find#:~:text=Analysis%20shows%20that%20even%20if,decade%20earlier%20tha

n%20previous%20projections..  

 

"$!*1!#&>!$&&!;,$-!$&!1,5-!1(44-%!2%)$*)!1-,!*)-J!%-1-,%)A!A,1!1A&>#J!and scientists say 

preparations need to be made for the increased extreme weather across the northern 

hemisphere that is likely to occur as a result. Analysis shows that -5-#!*3!.%--#A&(1-!.,1!

-4*11*&#1!,%-!1A,%I;/!%-'()-'J!$A-!2%)$*)!>*;;!7-!*)-T3%--!*#!+-I$-47-%!*#!)&4*#.!

'-),'-1H!GA-!1$('/!,;1&!1A&>1!$A,$!*3!-4*11*&#1!'-);*#-!1;&>;/!&%!)&#$*#(-!$&!%*1-J!$A-!

3*%1$!*)-T3%--!1(44-%!)&(;'!7-!*#!$A-!UVOV1J!,!'-),'-!-,%;*-%!$A,#!I%-5*&(1!I%&\-)$*&#1H 

 

@,%%,#$?!US is prioritizing a climate-based strategy in the Arctic 

 

Herrmann, Victoria. “The U.S. Comes in From the Cold with New Climate-Focused Arctic 

Strategy”, The Arctic Institute, 3 Nov 2022, https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/us-

comes-cold-new-climate-focused-arctic-strategy/#.  

 

Last month the Biden administration released the National Strategy for the Arctic 

Region with an ambitious vision for leadership at home and abroad. The Strategy’s 

release last week follows the recent White House announceIn a stark departure from 
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the Trump administration’s Arctic approach and the 2019 Arctic Council Ministerial 

Meeting,!$A-!Z*'-#!,'4*#*1$%,$*&#R1!5*1*&#!)-#$-%1!I-&I;-!,#'!I;,#-$H!GA*1!#->!3&)(1!

*1!#&$!&#;/!,!>-;)&4-!)A,#.-c!*$!*1!-11-#$*,;!3&%!,!%-.*&#!$A,$!*1!>,%4*#.!3&(%!$*4-1!

3,1$-%!$A,#!$A-!.;&7,;!,5-%,.-!,#'!,;%-,'/!-KI-%*-#)*#.!$A-!3,$,;!3,;;&($!&3!&(%!

%-;*,#)-!&#!3&11*;!3(-;1H President Biden plans to appoint the first ever Ambassador-at-

Large for the Arctic Region. With a committed leader and strategic framework to guide 

the federal government’s approach to tackling emerging challenges and opportunities in 

the region, the U.S. is finally shedding its reluctance nickname. GA-!#->!+$%,$-./!#,4-1!

$A-!);*4,$-!)%*1*1!,1!$A-!.%-,$-1$!)A,;;-#.-!3,)*#.!$A-!%-.*&#J!,#'!$A-!3&(%!4*;;*&#!

I-&I;-!$A,$!),;;!$A-!2%)$*)!A&4-!,1!*$1!)-#$%,;!7-#-3*)*,%*-1H!"$!1-$1!,!'(,;!.&,;!&3!

,'5,#)*#.!)&44(#*$/!,',I$,$*&#!,#'!%-1*;*-#)-!$&!1,3-.(,%'!2%)$* )!%-1*'-#$1!,.,*#1$!

(#,5&*',7;-!);*4,$-!*4I,)$1J! while simultaneously investing in new development 

opportunities made possible by a warming world to expand economic prosperity. The 

to-be nominated Arctic ambassador will help realize these goals domestically in 

consultation and coordination with Alaska Native tribes, and abroad through 

cooperation with counterparts in Arctic and non-Arctic nations. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Climate change is negatively impacting security efforts, not the other way around 

 

Bochove, Danielle and Natalia Drozdiak. “A Warmer Arctic Challenges Troops Training 

for Subzero Warfare”, Financial Times, 14 Mar 2023, 

https://financialpost.com/pmn/business-pmn/a-warmer-arctic-challenges-

troops-training-for-subzero-warfare.  

 

2%)$*)!#,$*&#1!>*$A!I-%4,3%&1$J!;*9-!$A-!:+!,#'!0,#,',J!,%-!-KI-%*-#)*#.!-#.*#--%*#.!

)A,;;-#.-1H!A report from the Inspector General of the US Department of Defense last 

April examined the military readiness of :+!7,1-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,#'!1(7T2%)$*)!,#'!

)&#);('-'!;-,'-%1!>-%-!#&$!'&*#. !-#&(.A!$&!,',I$!$&!);*4,$- T%-;,$-'!)A,#.-1H!

0&;;,I1*#.!I-%4,3%&1$!,#'!4&%-!3%-m(-#$!3%--S*#.!,#'!$A,>*#.!&3!1(7T1(%3,)-!>,$-%!
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),#!',4,.-!%(#>,/1J! the report said, >A*;-!-%&1*&#!3%&4!3;&&'*#.!$A%-,$-#1!%&,'1!,#'!

3(-;!'-;*5-%*-1H!F&%-!5*&;-#$!1$&%41!),#!9#&)9!&($!%,',%!*#1$,;;,$*&#1H! F&%-!-K$%-4-J!

;-11!I%-'*)$,7;-!>-,$A-%!;-,5-1!;-11!%&&4!3&%!-%%&%!t !-5-%/!14,;;!'-$,*;!#--'1!$&!7-!

)&#1*'-%-'J from remembering where you put your mittens to cleaning the snow out of 

the tracks in your vehicle before it melts and refreezes, said Sindre Hagensen, a sergeant 

major with the Norwegian Artillery Battalion with 25 years of military experience. 

 

2#,;/1*1? The climate change argument is essentially delinked by these three responses. The 

impact is inevitable, the US is already doing what they can, and military efforts are being 

hindered by climate change anyway. The best way to approach this argument is explain that the 

other side can’t solve it, and there are bigger threats in the Arctic that outweigh.  

 

 

 !
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A/2:  Military presence antagonizes Russia.  

 

G(%#? US needs to continue building up its military in the Arctic in order to deal with Russian 

aggression!

 

Tingstad, Abbie and Scott Savitz. “U.S. Military May Need to Invest More in Arctic 

Capabilities”, Rand Corporation, 10 Feb 2022, 

https://www.rand.org/blog/2022/02/us-military-may-need-to-invest-more-in-

arctic-capabilities.html.  

 

Despite continued diplomacy to resolve NATO-Russia points of contention within and 

beyond the Arctic (including the alliance's relationships with Ukraine and Georgia), 

E(11*,r1!%-)-#$!4*;*$,%/!,)$*5*$/!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!%,*1-1!m(-1$*&#1!3&%!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,1!

$&!>A,$!$/I-1!&3!2%)$*)!4*;*$,%/!),I,7*;*$*-1!*$!#--'1!,1!I,%$!&3!,#!&5-%,%)A*#.!1$%,$-./!

$&!-#1(%-!)%-'*7*;*$/!,$!$A-!#-.&$*,$*#.!$,7;-!,#'!,#!,7*;*$/!$&!'-,;!>*$A!)%*1-1H Part of 

the challenge is the Arctic's uniqueness. In a crisis, redeployment of forces from other 

regions to the Arctic would be hampered by the region's extreme climate, its 

remoteness, the vast distances within it, its sparse infrastructure, its limited 

transportation and medical services, and scarce satellite coverage. am(*I4-#$!#--' 1!$&!

7-!$,*;&%-'!3&%!$A-!A,%1A!2%)$*)!-#5*%&#4-#$c!1*4*;,%;/J!I-%1&##-;!#--'!I%*&%!$%,*#*#.!

>*$A*#!*$!$&!7-!,7;-!$&!&I-%,$-!-33-)$*5-;/!'-1I*$-!#*.A$1!$A,$!;,1$!3&%!4&#$A1J!

*&#&1IA-%*)!-33-)$1!$A,$!*4I-'-!)&44(#*),$*&#1J!$A-!#--'!$&!>-,%!7(;9/!);&$A*#.!$A,$!

A,4I-%1!4&5-4-#$J!,#'!4,#(,;!'-K$-%*$/!,#'!,!A&1$!&3!&$A-%!)A,;;-#.-1H The last 

decade has seen numerous U.S. national and service-specific Arctic strategy documents 

aimed at spurring plans for new capabilities and capacity.!GA-!4&1$!*4I&%$,#$!%-)-#$!

*#5-1$4-#$!'-)*1*&#!A,1!7--#!$&!%-),I*$,;*S-!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'r1!*)-7%-,9-%!3;--$H!

^&>-5-%J!$>&!*4I&%$,#$!3,)$&%1!)%*$*),;!$&!-33-)$*5-!:H+H!I%-I,%,$*&#1!3&%!)&(#$-%*#.!
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E(11*,!*#!$A-!2%)$*) (and perhaps China, which in recent years has become increasingly 

involved in the region) ,%-!&3$-#!&5-%;&&9-'H 

 

@,%%,#$?!The US is lagging behind Russia in military preparedness in the Arctic.  

 

Mauldin, William, et al. “America’s Military Trails Russia and China in Race for the 

Melting Arctic”, Wall Street Journal, 30 July 2023, 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/americas-military-falls-behind-russia-china-race-

for-melting-arctic-2a71dfac.  

 

GA-!7*..-1$!.,I!7-$>--#!@-1$-%#!#,$*&#1!,#'!$A-!E(11*,T0A*#,!I,%$#-%1A*I!*1!*#!

e'&4,*#!,>,%-#-11Jf!&%!$A-!9#&>;-'.-!&3!>A,$!,'5-%1,%*-1!,%-!'&*#.!*#!,#'!,%&(#'!,!

%-.*&#!>*$A!3->!I-&I;-!,#'!;*$$;-!*#3%,1$%()$(%-H!Military officers say 3*K*#.!$A,$!

*#5&;5-1!,''*#.!4&%-!1,$-;;*$-1!$&!I%&5*'-!7-$$-%!)&44(#*),$*&#!&#!$A-!.%&(#'J!

(#4,##-'!,*%)%,3$!,#'!1-,.&*#.!5-11-;1J!,#'!;&#. T%,#.-!%,',%H!Ports such as Dutch 

Harbor also need improvements.2!.%-,$-%!:H+H!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!*1!A&77;-'!7/!,!

;,)9!&3!1A*I1!A,%'-#-'!$&!>*$A1$,#'!*)-H!"#!)&4I,%*1&#J!F&1)&>!A,1!*#5-1$-'!

)&#$*#(&(1;/!*#!*)-TA,%'-#-'!1A*I1!$A,$!),#!1$-,4!$A%&(.A!>,$-%!'&$$-'!>*$A!

e.%&>;-%1f̀ 14,;;!3%&S-#!)A(#91H!GA-!:H+H!*1!;,..*#.!7-A*#'!E(11*,!*#!$%(-!I&;,%!

*)-7%-,9-%1J!>A*)A!),#!7%-,9!$A%&(.A!1&;*'!*)-!1-5-%,;!3--$!$A*)9H!The massive ships can 

bring heavy equipment, fuel and supplies through thick sea ice, anywhere from research 

stations in Antarctica to the North Pole, while also monitoring radio transmissions and 

shipping and carrying military tools such as helicopters and equipment to cope with 

accidents or environmental disasters.  

 

@,%%,#$?!Russia poses a threat to national security and important shipping routes due to 

limited US military presence 
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Hart, Thatcher. “The Need for Increased U.S. Presence in the Arctic”, American Security 

Project, 10 Dec 2021, https://www.americansecurityproject.org/the-need-for-

increased-u-s-presence-in-the-

arctic/#:~:text=The%20Arctic%20presents%20many%20opportunities,ship%20go

ods%20through%20the%20region..  

 

"#!$-%41!&3!E(11*,J!$A-/!A,5-!%-;-,1-'!4,#/!*)-!7%-,9-%1!$A,$!),#!;,(#)A!)%(*1-!

4*11*;-1!.*5*#.!$A-!:H+H!-5-#!;-11!$*4-!$&!%-1I&#'!1A&(;'!&#-!&3!$A-4!7-!;,(#)A-'H! In 

addition, Russia is claiming territory up to the north pole extending their continental 

shelf definition past the agreed-upon 350 miles beyond the shoreline outlined in the 

U.N. Law of the Seas Convention. A continued focus for Russia is the increase of 

economic and strategic capabilities in the Arctic. The growth of economic trade also has 

the potential to create national security concerns. @*$A!$A-!14,;;!#(47-%!&3!:H+H!*)-!

7%-,9-%1!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!,#'!;*4*$-'!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-J!$A-%-!,%-!;*4*$-'!>,/1!$&!I%&$-)$!

$A-!*#$-.%*$/!&3!$A-!1A*II*#.!%&($-1!$A,$!-K*1$!$&',/J!>A*)A!>*;;!)&#$*#(-!$&!-KI,#'!

>*$A!$A-!4-;$*#.!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!*)-!),I1H 

 

2#,;/1*1? The best response to this argument is to frame Russia as a large threat and argue that 

the US is far behind. The narrative should be that the US has not been taking Russian presence 

in the Arctic serious enough, and it needs to start militarizing in order to have any chance in 

preventing a war.  

 !
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A/2:  Military presence antagonizes China and cedes  

cooperation.  

 
2#1>-%?!China’s activities in the Arctic are reminiscent of their actions militarizing the South 

China Sea 

 

Funaiole, Matthew P., et al. “Frozen Frontiers: China’s Great Power Ambitions in the 

Polar Regions”, CSIS, 18 Apr 2023, https://features.csis.org/hiddenreach/china-

polar-research-facility/.  

 

0A*#,R1!2%)$*)!%-1-,%)A!-)&1/1$-4!3*$1!>*$A*#!,!;,%.-%!7(%-,()%,)/!$A,$!A,1!A*1$&%*),;;/!

1(II&%$-'!Z-*\*#.r1!.-&I&;*$*),;!,47*$*&#1H!:#$*;!%-)-#$;/J!0A*#,r1!-KI,#1*5-!I&;,%!

%-1-,%)A!I%&.%,4!>,1!&5-%1--#!7/!$A-!+$,$-!M)-,#*)!2'4*#*1$%,$*&# (SOA), >A*)A!

I%&5*'-'!)%*$*),;!$-)A#*),;!1(II&%$!3&%!0A*#,r1!)&#$%&5-%1*,;!)&#1$%()$*&#!,#'!

4*;*$,%*S,$*&#!&3!,%$*3*)*,;!*1;,#'1!*#!$A-!+&($A!0A*#,!+-,H!A 2018 government 

restructuring transferred most of the SOA's responsibilities to the powerful new 

Ministry of Natural Resources, keeping China's polar programs and South China Sea 

research activities under one roof. 0A*#,R1!%-1-,%)A!-KI-'*$*&#1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!&3$-#!

*#5&;5-!-K$-#1*5-!&)-,#&.%,IA*)!1(%5-/1!,#'!,)&(1$*)!4&'-;*#.J!>A*)A!4*%%&%!1&4-!&3!

*$1!,)$*5*$*-1!*#!$A-!+&($A!0A*#,!+-,J where a thorough understanding of the region’s 

waters was also essential for the PLA Navy to operate effectively. GA-!)&##-)$*&#1!

7-$>--#!0A*#,r1!I&;,%!%-1-,%)A!I%&.%,41!,#'!$A-!CL2!A,5-!%,*1-'!,;,%41!,7&($!$A-!

I&$-#$*,;!1-)(%*$/!%*191!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H This is perhaps best on display in Sweden, where 

China began operating its first overseas satellite ground station in 2016, at the Esrange 

Space Center near Kiruna. 

 

@,%%,#$?!China views the Arctic as a zone of future military competition 
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Doshi, Rush, et al. “Northern expedition: China’s Arctic activities and ambitions”, 

Brookings, Apr 2021, https://www.brookings.edu/articles/northern-expedition-

chinas-arctic-activities-and-ambitions/.  

 

0A*#-1-!4*;*$,%/!$-K$1!$%-,$!$A-!2%)$*)!,1!,!S&#-!&3!3($(%-!4*;*$,%/!)&4I-$*$*&#H!

2;$A&(.A!1-5-%,;!-K$-%#,;;/!3,)*#.!0A*#-1-!$-K$1!'&>#I;,/!$A-!%*19!&3!4*;*$,%/!

)&4I-$*$*&#!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!which would likely be harmful to Chinese goals, 4*;*$,%/!$-K$1!

$,9-!$A-!&II&1*$-!I-%1I-)$*5-H!GA-/!#&$-!$A,$J!e$A-!.,4-!&3!.%-,$!I&>-%1f!>*;;!

e*#)%-,1*#.;/!3&)(1!&#!$A-!1$%(..;-!&5-%!,#'!)&#$%&;!&3!.;&7,;!I(7;*)!1I,)-1f!;*9-!$A-!

2%)$*)!,#'!2#$,%)$*)!,#'!,%.(-!$A,$!0A*#,!e),##&$!%(;-!&($!$A-!I&11*7*;*$/!&3!(1*#.!

3&%)-f!*#!$A*1!)&4*#.!e1)%,47;-!3&%!#->!1$%,$-.*)!1I,)-1Hf Chinese diplomats describe 

the region as the “new commanding heights” for global military competition too while 

scholars suggest controlling it allows one to obtain the “three continents and two 

oceans’ geographical advantage” over the Northern Hemisphere. 

 

@,%%,#$?!China recognizes the lack of US military in the Arctic and is attempting to strategically 

gain power in the region 

 

Burke, Ryan and Jahara Matisek. “The Polar Trap: China, Russia, and American Power in 

the Arctic and Antarctica”, Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs, 25 Oct 2021, 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/2820739/the-polar-trap-

china-russia-and-american-power-in-the-arctic-and-antarctica/.  

 

@-!1A&(;'!)&#1*'-%!Z-*\*#.R1!7-A,5*&%!A-%-!,#'!*#!&$A-%!,%-,1!,1!*#'*),$&%1!&3!

7%&,'-#*#.` ,#'!;,%.-;/!(#)A-)9-' ` ,47*$*&#H!GA-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!*1!$A-!&#;/!#,$*&#!

),I,7;-!&3!)&(#$-%7,;,#)*#.!Z-*\*#.R1!,47*$*&#H ^&>-5-%J!0A*#,!*1!;-,I3%&..*#.!:+!

)&#$,*#4-#$!-33&%$1!,#'!*1!&#!$%,)9!$&!)A,;;-#.-!24-%*),#!A-.-4&#/  by trying to 

secure its own ports and airfields across the South Pacific. @A-%-,1!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!

4,*#$,*#1!4&%-!$A,#!lVV!7,1-1!&%!*#1$,;;,$*&#1!>&%;'>*'-J!*$1!I&;,%T%-.*&#!I%-1-#)-!*1!
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)&4I,%,7;/!#&#-K*1$-#$H!Z-*\*#.!9#&>1!$A*1̀ ,#'!*$!*1!-KI;&*$*#.!$A*1!24-%*),#!

1$%,$-.*)!&5-%1*.A$H 271-#$!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!,#'!1$%,$-.*)!&%*-#$,$*&#!$&!$A-!#&%$A!

,#'!1&($AJ!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!*1!(#,7;-!$&!*#3;(-#)-!$A-1-!,%-,1!$A-!>,/!*$!),#!

-;1->A-%-H!@*$A&($!,!I&>-%!$&!7,;,#)-!,.,*#1$!,$!$A-!-#'1!&3!$A-!-,%$AJ!Z-*\*#.!7-.,#!

*$1!&>#!I&;,%!I*5&$!*#!UVWXH!China’s self-proclaimed status as a “near-Arctic state” 

illustrates entitlement despite the fact that no such recognition exists. A “near-Antarctic 

state” view of China is also fostered domestically in China by sending the second-most 

number of tourists to Antarctica of any country, thereby familiarizing its citizens with 

the continent and creating a narrative of China’s destiny to manage the future of 

Antarctic control. 

 

@,%%,#$?!0A*#,!*1!1(%I,11*#.!:+!4*;*$,%/!,7*;*$*-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*) 

 

Mauldin, William, et al. “America’s Military Trails Russia and China in Race for the 

Melting Arctic”, Wall Street Journal, 30 July 2023, 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/americas-military-falls-behind-russia-china-race-

for-melting-arctic-2a71dfac.  

 

0A*#,!*#!UVWl!;,(#)A-'!,!1-)&#'J!'&4-1$*),;;/!7(*;$!*)- T7%-,9*#.!%-1-,%)A!5-11-;J!$A-!

](-!L&#.!UH!GA,$!1A*I!&I-%,$-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,;&#.!>*$A!$A-!&%*.*#,;!](-!L&#.J meaning 

“Snow Dragon,” built in Ukraine. A year before the Kimball’s encounter with the joint 

Russian-Chinese squadron, the U.S. Coast Guard’s Stratton spotted one of the ice-

breaking Chinese research vessels in the Chukchi Sea, near the U.S. maritime border. 

The U.S. cutter, which has powerful deck guns and carries a drone, shadowed the 

Chinese vessel. The reason for tailing the ship, said Adm. Gautier, the Coast Guard’s 

head of operations, was to “just peacefully exert the fact that there’s U.S. sovereign 

interests there.” 0A*#,!#&>!A,1!$A-!>&%;'R1!;,%.-1$!#,5/!7/!1*S-J!>*$A!$A-!)%(*1-%T

'-1$%&/-%1!;*9-!$A-!6,#)A,#.!,$!$A-!A-,5*;/!,%4-'!5,#.(,%'H!@A*;-!$A-!:H+H!A,1!,!

m(,;*$,$*5-!-'.-!>*$A!4&%-T,'5,#)-'!>,%1A*I1J! including a larger aircraft-carrier fleet, 
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0A*#,!*1!7(*;'*#.!$A-4!4&%-!m(*)9;/J Vice Adm. Karl Thomas, commander of the U.S. 

Navy’s Seventh Fleet, said in an interview last year with The Wall Street Journal. 

!

2#,;/1*1?!The best way to respond to this argument is frame China as an undercover threat that 

seems innocuous on the surface, but actually has darker intentions under the surface for 

militarizing the Arctic. These cards do a good job at explaining China’s motives, and the US 

needs to increase military efforts in order to deter China from acting too aggressively. 
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A/2:  Military presence risks an arms race.  

 

_-;*#9?!No nuclear arms race 

 

Kelly, Laura. “US won’t be pulled into nuclear arms race with Russia, China: Sullivan”, 

The Hill, 2 June 2023, https://thehill.com/policy/international/4032050-us-wont-

be-pulled-into-nuclear-arms-race-with-russia-china-sullivan/.  

 

GA-!:H+H!*1!)&44*$$-'!$&!)&(#$-%*#.!$A-!.%&>*#.!#();-,%!$A%-,$!3%&4!E(11*,!,#'!0A*#,!

>*$A&($!-KI,#'*#.!*$1!&>#!#();-,%!,%1-#,;J national security adviser Jake Sullivan said 

Friday. eGA-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!'&-1!#&$!#--'!$&!*#)%-,1-!&(%!#();-,%!3&%)-1!$&!&($#(47-%!

$A-!)&47*#-'!$&$,;!&3!&(%!#();-,%!)&4I-$*$&%1!*#!&%'-%!$&!1())-113(;;/!'-$-%!$A-4Jf 

Sullivan said in a speech to the Arms Control Association annual conference in 

Washington, D.C. “We’ve been there, we’ve learned that lesson.” GA-!Z*'-#!

,'4*#*1$%,$*&#!>*;;!*#1$-,'!3&)(1!&#!*#5-1$*#.!*#!e)($$*#.T-'.-!#&# T#();-,%!

),I,7*;*$*-1Jf!1()A!,1!)&#5-#$*&#,;;/!,%4-'!A/I-%1&#*)!4*11*;-1!$A,$!),#!%-,)A!eA-,5*;/!

'-3-#'-'J!A*.A T5,;(-!$,%.-$1Jf!Sullivan said. The national security adviser’s remarks 

come at a time where experts and officials have warned that the risk of nuclear 

confrontation is at its most dangerous point since the Cold War.  

 

@,%%,#$?!The US is maintaining diplomacy as a high priority. 

 

Lee, Matthew and The Associated Press. “U.S. is opening its first diplomatic post above 

the Arctic Circle and it will be staffed by a single ‘consul’”, Fortune, 1 June 2023, 

https://fortune.com/2023/06/01/u-s-first-diplomatic-post-above-arctic-circle-

norway/#/.  

!

GA-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!>*;;!1&&#!&I-#!,!14,;;!'*I;&4,$*)!4*11*&#!*#!6&%>,/!$A,$!>*;;!7-!*$1!

#&%$A-%#4&1$!*#!$A-!>&%;' and only such facility above the Arctic Circle, U.S. Secretary 
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of State Antony Blinken announced Thursday. GA-!4&5-J!which Blinken announced at a 

news conference in Oslo after attending a NATO foreign ministers meeting, )&4-1!,1!

)&4I-$*$*&#!&5-%!$A-!A*.A!#&%$AR1!%-1&(%)-1!>*$A!E(11*,!*#$-#1*3*-1H!Blinken said the 

U.S. would open what is known as an “American Presence Post” in Tromsoe, which sits 

350 kilometers (217 miles) north of the Arctic Circle. GA-!I&1$!>*;;!&I-#!;,$-%!$A*1!/-,%!

,#'!7-!1$,33-'!7/!,!1*#.;-!:H+H!'*I;&4,$!>*$A!$A-!$*$;-!&3!e)&#1(;Hf!e@-R%-!A-%-!$&!>&%9!

>*$A!;*9-T4*#'-' !,;;*-1!$&!,'5,#)-!&(%!5*1*&#!&3!,!I-,)-3(;J!1$,7;-!,#'!)&&I-%,$*5-!

2%)$*)Jf Blinken said before meeting Norway’s foreign minister whose country is 

preparing to assume the chairmanship of the Arctic Council, which is headquartered in 

Tromsoe. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Because of the Ukraine war, Russia is distracted and the US can catch up in Arctic 

technology. 

 

Gosselin-Malo, Elisabeth. “Will the Ukraine war slow Russia’s Arctic push?”, Defense 

News, 13 Jan 2023, 

https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2023/01/13/will-the-ukraine-

war-slow-russias-arctic-push/.  

 

GA-!:H+H!,#'!@-1$-%#!,;;*-1!A,5-!,!#(47-%!&3!&I-%,$*&#,;!2%)$*)!),I,7*;*$*-1!.,I1!$&!

);&1-!*3!$A-/!>,#$!$&!),$)A!(I!&%!&($I,)-!E(11*,#!'-5-;&I4-#$!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H 

@,1A*#.$&#!)(%%-#$;/!1$%(..;-1!>*$A!4,#/!&3!*$1!'%&#-1!;&1*#.!#-$>&%9!,#'!

)&44(#*),$*&#!),I,7*;*$*-1!>A-#!&I-%,$*#.!,7&5-!$A-!XX$A!I,%,;;-;!#&%$AJ!which U.S. 

Northern Command chief Gen. Glen VanHerck has said hinders the military’s “day-to-

day” competitiveness in the region. 2''*$*&#,;;/J!$A-!)&(#$%/!;,)91!1(33*)*-#$!3(#)$*&#,;!

*#3%,1$%()$(%-!$&!1(II&%$!$A-!&I-%,$*&#!&3!1()A!1/1$-41H!Its primary Arctic territory is 

concentrated along Alaska’s 34,000 miles coastline, where it has five military bases with 

only one other, Thule Air Base, located in Greenland. Kangasoja is optimistic that $A-!

)(%%-#$!1$,$-!&3!E(11*,#!3&%)-1!*#!:9%,*#-!*1!.*5*#.!e,#!,;4&1$!(#I%-)-'-#$-'!
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&II&%$(#*$/!3&%!$A-!@-1$!$&!#&$!&#;/!),$)A!(I!7($!,;1&!$,9-!,!1$%&#.!;-,'!>*$A!

(#4,## -'!$-)A#&;&.*-1!>*$A*#!$A-!2%)$*)!)&#$-K$Hf!Several Western countries seem to 

be prioritizing the development of Arctic-capable drones.  

 

2#,;/1*1?!First, explain that the risk of a deadly arms race is very low; the point of an increased 

military presence would be to deter further aggression. Second, the US will continue to try 

diplomatic strategies in tandem with military efforts, decreasing the chance of 

miscommunication. Third, now is the time for the US to catch up in the Arctic since Russia is 

distracted, which mitigates tension.! 
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A/2:  Military presence weakens NATO.  

 

2#1>-%?!NATO is acting as a united front in the Arctic; recent training exercises prove. 

 

Aljazeera and Reuters. “NATO launches Arctic exercises, pledges protection of Finland”, 

Aljazeera, 31 May 2023, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/5/31/nato-

launches-arctic-exercises-pledges-protection-of-finland.  

 

62GM!)&(#$%*-1!A,5-!9*)9-'!&33!4*;*$,%/!-K-%)*1-1!>*$A!,!I;-'.-!$&!'-3-#'!$A-*%!

#->-1$!4-47-%J!=*#;,#'J!which is hosting its first joint training in the Arctic region 

since becoming part of the Western alliance in April. 6-,%;/!WJVVV!,;;*-'!3&%)-1!3%&4!

6&%>,/J!$A-!:#*$-'!Y*#.'&4!,#'!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1! t !,1!>-;;!,1!62GM!,II;*),#$!

+>-'-#! t !\&*#-'!,II%&K*4,$-;/!QJiVV!=*##*1A!$%&&I1!,#'!1&4-!WJVVV!5-A*);-1!for 

exercises this week, which mark Finland’s biggest modern-time land-force drill above 

the Arctic Circle. Overseeing NATO exercises just a two-hour drive from the Russian 

border at one of Europe’s largest artillery training grounds in Rovajarvi, northern 

Finland, US Army Major-General Gregory Anderson from the 10th Mountain Division 

said his country stood ready to defend Finland. e@-!,%-!A-%-J!>-!,%-!)&44*$$-'H!GA-!

:+!2%4/!*1!A-%-!$%,*#*#.!>*$A!&(%!#->-1$!62GM!,;;/!$&!7(*;'!$A,$!),I,7*;*$/J!$&!A-;I!

'-3-#'!=*#;,#'!*3!,#/$A*#.!A,II-#-'Jf!2#'-%1&#!1,*'!&#!G(-1',/H  +&4-!WiV!,*%)%,3$!

3%&4!Wh!62GM!4-47-%1!,#'!I,%$#-%!)&(#$%*-1!,%-!,;1&!I,%$*)*I,$*#.!*#!2%)$*)!

0A,;;-#.-!UVUO!-K-%)*1-1J!,))&%'*#.!$&!62GM!2*%!0&44,#'H 

 

@,%%,#$?!Even NATO members that would be closest to armed conflict, like Canada, are 

ramping up military efforts.! 

 

Vieira, Paul. “Canada Plans Billions in Military Spending to Counter Russia Threat in 

Arctic”, Wall Street Journal, 20 June 2022, 
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/canada-plans-billions-in-military-spending-to-

counter-russia-threat-in-arctic-11655750422.  

 

OTTAWA—0,#,',! on Monday I;-'.-'!$&!1I-#'!&5-%!pOV!7*;;*&#!&5-%!$A-!#-K$!$>&!

'-),'-1!$&!A-;I!'-$-)$!,#'!$%,)9!4*;*$,%/!$A%-,$1!3%&4!E(11*,!,#'!0A*#,!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!

GA*1!>&(;'!4,%9!&#-!&3!$A-!7*..-1$!&($;,/1!7/!0,#,',!*#!'-),'-1!&#!7&;1$-%*#.!*$1!

4*;*$,%/!),I,7*;*$*-1J!and would deliver on a promise to the U.S. to modernize its 

capabilities to help defend North America as part of the North American Aerospace 

Defense Command, or Norad. Military analysts have repeatedly warned Norad radar 

and satellite-image capabilities in the north require an upgrade, given Russia’s 

development of a new generation of long-range air- and sea-launched cruise missiles, 

and hypersonic missiles. China is also developing missiles. 0,#,'*,#!&33*)*,;1!1,/!$A-!

$A%-,$!$&!$A-!#&%$A!A,1!-1),;,$-'!3&;;&>*#.!E(11*,R1!*#5,1*&#!&3!:9%,*#-!*#!=-7%(,%/H!

=&%4-%!4*;*$,%/!)&44,#'-%1!1,/!E(11*,!#&>!A,1!$A-!,7*;*$/!$&!1(1$,*#!4*;*$,%/!

&I-%,$*&#1!,)%&11!$A-!A*.A!2%)$*)J!.*5-#!*$1!%-)-#$;/!%-3(%7*1A-'!4*;*$,%/!*#1$,;;,$*&#1!

,)%&11!*$1!#&%$A-%#!)&,1$H The melting polar ice cap is leaving the once impassable Arctic 

Ocean ice-free for longer periods, creating new vulnerabilities for the North American 

continent. 

 

@,%%,#$?!At the 2023 NATO Summit in Vilnius, members approved regional defense plans in the 

Arctic. 

 

Gotkowska, Justyna and Jakub Graca. “NATO Summit in Vilnius: breakthroughs and 

unfulfilled hopes”, OSW Centre for Eastern Studies, 13 July 2023, 

https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2023-07-13/nato-

summit-vilnius-breakthroughs-and-unfulfilled-hopes.  

!

"#!b*;#*(1J!$A-!,;;*-1!,II%&5-'!%-.*&#,;!'-3-#)-!I;,#1!3&%!$A%--!%-.*&#1?!#&%$A!N$A-!

a(%&I-,#!2%)$*)!,#'!6&%$A!2$;,#$*)PJ!centre (the Baltic Sea region and Central Europe) 
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and south (the Mediterranean and Black Sea region). GA-1-!I;,#1!>*;;!3&%4!$A-!7,1*1!3&%!

$A-!'-5-;&I4-#$!&3!4*;*$,%/!3&%)-1J!),I,7*;*$*-1!,#'!-K-%)*1-1c!$A-!1&T),;;-'!#->!62GM!

=&%)-!F&'-;!,.%--'!(I&#!*#!F,'%*'!>*;;!7%*#.!$&.-$A-%!$A-!)&47,$!3&%)-1!,11*.#-'!$&!

*4I;-4-#$!$A-1-!I;,#1H!"#!,''*$*&#J!,!#->!2;;*-'!E-,)$*&#!=&%)-!*1!$&!7-!)%-,$-'!$&!

I%&5*'-!,!%,I*'!%-1I&#1-!$&!5,%*&(1!$A%-,$1!*#!,;;!.-&.%,IA*),;!,%-,1!)&5-%-'!7/!$A-!

2;;*,#)-H!On top of this, NATO Command and Force Structure will be strengthened. In 

particular, this concerns the three Joint Force Commands (in Norfolk, Brunssum and 

Naples), which will lead NATO operations in the aforementioned three regions. 

Furthermore, (two) army headquarters will be probably created (the Americans are 

likely to take responsibility for one of them).  

 

2#,;/1*1? Based on the most recent evidence, NATO is completely unified in the Arctic and 

wants to pursue increased militarization. The Canada evidence is strong because if war did 

break out in the Arctic, they are geographically closest to conflict, but they are still pursuing 

increased military efforts.  
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A/2:  Military presence causes oil spills  

!

2#1>-%?!Regulations prevent drilling from occurring.  

 

@,%%,#$?!Biden pledged not to drill.   

 

The Associated Press, "As Biden weighs the Willow oil project, he blocks other Alaska  

drilling," 12 March 2023, NPR,  

https://www.npr.org/2023/03/12/1163003146/alaska-drilling-protections-biden 

 

As President Biden prepares a final decision on the huge Willow oil project in Alaska, A*1!

,'4*#*1$%,$*&#!,##&(#)-'!A-!>*;;!I%-5-#$!&%!;*4*$!&*;!'%*;;*#.!*#!WQ!4*;;*&#!,)%-1!*#!

2;,19,!,#'!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#H!C;,#1!,##&(#)-'!+(#',/!#*.A$!>*;;!7,%!'%*;;*#.!*#!#-,%;/!O!

4*;;*&#!,)%-1!&3!$A-!Z-,(3&%$!+-,!` !);&1*#.!*$!&33!3%&4!&*;!-KI;&%,$*&#!` !,#'!;*4*$!

'%*;;*#.!*#!4&%-!$A,#!WO!4*;;*&#!,)%-1!*#!,!5,1$!1>,$A!&3!;,#'!9#&>#!,1!$A-!6,$*&#,;!

C-$%&;-(4!E-1-%5-!T!2;,19,H!

!

2;$T),(1-?! Oil drilling increases regardless.  

 

@,%%,#$? The Willow Project means companies can and will drill even without military 

presence.  

 

Lisa Friedman, “Biden Administration Approves Huge Alaska Oil Project," New York 

Times, 12 March 2023, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/12/climate/biden-

willow-arctic-drilling-restrictions.html 

 

The Biden administration . ,5-!3&%4,;!,II%&5,;!F&#',/!3&%!,!A(.-!&*;!'%*;;*#.!I%&\-)$!*#!

2;,19,!9#&>#!,1!@*;;&>, despite widespread opposition because of its likely 

environmental and climate impacts. The president is also expected to announce 



Pro Responses to Con Arguments  Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  144 

sweeping restrictions on offshore oil leasing in the Arctic Ocean and across Alaska’s 

North Slope in an apparent effort to temper criticism over the Willow decision and, as 

one administration official put it, to form a “firewall” to limit future oil leases in the 

region. The Interior Department said it would issue new rules to block oil and gas leases 

on more than 13 million of the 23 million acres that form the National Petroleum 

Reserve-Alaska. GA-!'%*;;*#.!I%&\-)$!>&(;'!$,9-!I;,)-!*#1*'-!$A-!I-$%&;-(4!%-1-%5-J!

>A*)A!*1!;&),$-'!,7&($!UVV!4*;-1!#&%$A!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!0*%);-H!GA-!%-1-%5-J!>A*)A!A,1!#&!

%&,'1J!*1!$A-!)&(#$%/R1!;,%.-1$!1*#.;-!-KI,#1-!&3!I%*1$*#-!;,#'H!

 

@,%%,#$? Other countries are drilling.   

 

Nerijus Adomaitis, "Norway plans to offer record number of Arctic oil, gas exploration  

blocks," Reuters, 24 Sept. 2020, 

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/norway-offers-up-92-new-oil-gas-

exploration-blocks-2023-01-24/ 

 

6&%>,/!&#!G(-1',/!1,*'!*$!I;,#1!$&!&33-%!-#-%./!3*%41!,!%-)&%'!#(47-%!&3!&*;!,#'!.,1!

-KI;&%,$*&#!7;&)91!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,1!*$!1--91!$&!I%&;&#.!*$1!A/'%&),%7&#!I%&'()$*&#, 

while green campaigners criticised the risk to the environment. GA-!6&%'*)!)&(#$%/J!

a(%&I-r1!;,%.-1$!.,1!1(II;*-%!,#'!,!4,\&%!)%('-!-KI&%$-%J!I%&I&1-1!$&!&33-%!Xl!7;&)91!

$&!-#-%./!3*%41!*#!$A-!Z,%-#$1!+-,J!$A-!A*.A-1$!#(47-%!1*#)-!$A-!1&T),;;-'!2C2!

;*)-#1*#.!%&(#'!7-.,#!*#!UVVOH!Oslo also plans to offer Wh!#->!7;&)91!*#!$A-!6&%>-.*,#!

+-,J which spreads north of the North Sea and above the Arctic Circle, bringing the total 

number of blocks on offer to 92. Last year, the government added only 28 blocks overall 

to the so-called APA licensing round.!kG&!3,)*;*$,$-!#->!'*1)&5-%*-1!(I!#&%$A!*1!

*4I&%$,#$!3&%!a(%&I-J!$A-!)&(#$%/!,#'!$A-!%-.*&#Jk Oil and Energy Minister Terje 

Aasland said in a statement. 

 

2#1>-%? Military cleans oil spills.  
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@,%%,#$?!US military fills the void of resources to respond to oil spills.  

 

Valerie Cleland, "Is the U.S. Ready for an Arctic Oil Spill?," Henry M. Jackson School of 

International Studies, 10 July 2017, https://jsis.washington.edu/news/u-s-ready-arctic-

oil-spill/ 

 

Part of this coordination must be directed at gathering more information about what an 

oil spill in the Arctic would entail. The NRC report’s recommendations reflect the Arctic 

Council’s push for joint exercises, and it advises that experiments with spilling oil in the 

Arctic will be necessary to better understand how oil behaves in cold and icy 

environments.!Further, mapping and monitoring of the Arctic Ocean need to be 

improved: Updating nautical charts, mapping the coastlines and seafloor topography, 

and collecting other data could be vital for ships to efficiently respond to a spill. 

E-1-,%)A!3%&4!$A-!6E0!1A&>1!$A,$!*#)%-,1-'!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!I%-1-#)-!>&(;'!,;;&>!

3&%!,!3,1$-%!%-1I&#1-!$&!,!1I*;;!.*5-#!$A-!%-4&$-!;&),$*&#!&3!$A-!2%)$*)H!"$!*1!(#);-,%!

(#'-%!$A-!G%(4I!,'4*#*1$%,$*&#!>A-$A-%!$A-!0&,1$!<(,%'!7('.-$!>&(;'!,;;&>!3&%!,#!

*#)%-,1-'!I%-1-#)-H!21!&3!#&>J!$A-!);&1-1$!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!1$,$*&#!$&!$A-!2%)$*)!*1!*#!

Y&'*,9J!2;,19,J!4&%-!$A,#!gVV!,*%!4*;-1!,#'!UJVVV!#,($*),;!4*;-1!,>,/J!,!$%*I!;,1$*#.!

,7&($!3*5-!$&!1*K!',/1H!

 

2#,;/1*1? Whether or not the US drills is irrelevant as long as it proved that some arctic drilling 

or oil drilling is happening from other sources, triggering their impact regardless. Then, since 

there are no effective current mechanisms to clean oil spills, increased US military presence 

becomes the only way to solve this issue posed by oil spills and their effect on climate change.  

 !
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A/2:  Military presence risks pandemics  

!

2#1>-%?!If there are pathogens present, any human presence can act as a bridge vector (not 

just US military).  

 

@,%%,#$?!The local arctic population and wildlife could spread the pathogens.  

 

Staff. "Arctic," World Wildlife Fund. 2022. https://www.worldwildlife.org/places/arctic 

  

The Arctic is a region like no other in the world and it’s warming twice as fast, bringing 

with it rapid change impacting life on land and at sea. 27&($!h!4*;;*&#!I-&I;-!;*5-!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)J!1I%-,'!&($!&5-%!-*.A$!)&(#$%*-1J!*#);('*#.!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1H Diverse 

landscapes—from the sea ice to coastal wetlands, upland tundra, mountains, wide 

rivers, and the sea itself—support abundant wildlife and many cultures. Of all the 

wildlife in the Arctic, the polar bear is the most fitting icon for this region. It's amazing 

adaptation to life in the harsh Arctic environment makes it an impressive species. 

@*$A*#!24-%*),R1!2%)$*)J!$A-!%-4,%9,7;/!I%&'()$*5-!>,$-%1!&3!$A-!Z-%*#.!+-,!,$$%,)$!

4,%*#-!4,44,;1J  such as gray whales, which travel great distances to forage and raise 

their young. 2;4&1$!A,;3!&3!$A-!3*1A!),(.A$!*#!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1 comes from here 

making fisheries vital to local livelihoods. Across the Bering Sea in Russia, the Kamchatka 

Peninsula’s river systems produce up to one-quarter of all wild Pacific salmon. The 

salmon provide nourishment to other wildlife, including the Kamchatka brown bear. 

 

@,%%,#$? US already has enough military presence to trigger the spread.  

 

Bryant Harris, "White House Arctic strategy calls for enhanced military presence," 

Defense News, 7 Oct. 2022,  

https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2022/10/07/white-house-arctic-

strategy-calls-for-enhanced-military-presence/ 
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GA-!:H+H!4,*#$,*#1!4&%-!$A,#!UUJVVV!,)$*5-T'($/!$%&&I1!*#!2;,19,!,#'!,;1&!A,1!,!7,1-!

*#!<%--#;,#'H!The Pentagon last month established an Arctic Strategy and Global 

Resilience Office led by Iris Ferguson as deputy assistant secretary of defense for the 

Arctic — a new position. She will oversee several elements of the White House’s Arctic 

strategy, such as coordinating with U.S. security partners and force modernization. 

 

@,%%,#$? Other countries’ military presence could spread the pathogens.  

 

Malte Humpert, "From Ukraine to the Arctic: Russia's Capabilities in the Region and the 

War's Impact on the North," High North News, 22 Sept. 2022, 

https://www.highnorthnews.com/en/ukraine-arctic-russias-capabilities-region-and-

wars-impact-north 

 

2;&#.!4&%-!$A,#!QJVVV!94!&3!2%)$*)!)&,1$;*#-!E(11*,!A,1!4&'-%#*S-'!,#'!-KI,#'-'!

-K*1$*#.!4*;*$,%/!*#1$,;;,$*&#1!,#'!)&#1$%()$-'!#(4-%&(1!#->!3,)*;*$*-1H!E(11*,R1!2%)$*)!

4*;*$,%/!7,1-1J!,*%3*-;'1J!,#'!%,',%!*#1$,;;,$*&#1!are especially concentrated along the 

western reaches of the North East Passage, including in the Barents and Kara Sea, in 

proximity to Russia's Northern Fleet headquarters at Severomorsk on the Kola 

Peninsula. It is in this subregion of the Arctic where Russia still enjoys a military 

advantage in part founded on the substantial capabilities of its Northern Fleet. 

2#1>-%? Military can respond to the pandemic.  
 
@,%%,#$? The military has been trained to use their skills towards pandemic solutions.  
 

Jarrod McGee and Col Tracy Michael, "Prevent, Detect, and Treat: The Military's Flexible 
Approach for a Whole-of-Nation Pandemic Response," PubMed, 2020, 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32842086/ 

 
As community transmission of COVID-19 first emerged in the United States and then 

quickly spread, 24-%*),r1!4*;*$,%/!,))-I$-'!,#!*4I&%$,#$!%&;-!*#!%-1I&#'*#.!$&!$A-!
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.%&>*#.!I,#'-4*)H  The Department of Defense (DOD) rapidly mobilized and deployed 

personnel, expeditionary medical capabilities, supplies, and equipment to hot spots 

across the country. How does a military with an expeditionary focus and armed for war 

abroad quickly pivot to support national response efforts to a public health crisis here at 

home? 0&*#)*'*#.!>*$A!$A-!_M_r1!-1$,7;*1A-'!3;-K*7;-!%-1I&#1-!4-$A&'&;&./J!$A-!:+!

2%4/!,',I$-'!,!$A%-- TI%&#.-'!,II%&,)A!$&!I%-5-#$J!'-$-)$J!,#'!$%-,$ COVID-19 while 

protecting the force and safeguarding the American peopleH!GA*1!,II%&,)A!*1!I%&5*'*#.!

1$%,$-.*)!,#'!&I-%,$*&#,;!;-11&#1!3&%!*4I%&5*#.!A-,;$A),%-!'-;*5-%/J!*#3&%4*#.!I(7;*)!

A-,;$A!'-)*1*&#1J!,#'!,;;&),$*#.!A-,;$A),%-!%-1&(%)-1!3&%!3($(%-!I,#'-4*)!%-1I&#1-!

,#'!)*5*;!-4-%.-#)/!1(II&%$!-33&%$1H!

!

2#,;/1*1?!These responses allow you to do probability weighing – when there are already many 

other people inhabiting the arctic, it is very unlikely the US military will make much of a 

difference in the spread of the pandemic. However, it is likely that they will help respond to a 

pandemic should one arise as they have done so historically with COVID 19.  

 !
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A/2:  Military presence allows destructive  REM Mining  

!

2#1>-%?!Climate change is already increasing, REMs are the solution.  

 

@,%%,#$? Climate change is almost exceeding tipping points.  

 

Harry Baker, "Climate 'points of no return' may be much closer than we thought," Space, 

19 Sep. 2022, https://www.space.com/climate-tipping-points-closer-than-realized 

 

Climate tipping points — $A-!kI&*#$1!&3!#&!%-$(%#k!I,1$!>A*)A!9-/!)&4I&#-#$1!&3!

a,%$Ar1!);*4,$-!>*;;!7-.*#!$&!*%%-5-%1*7;/!7%-,9!'&># —!)&(;'!7-!$%*..-%-'!7/!4()A!

;&>-%!$-4I-%,$(%-1!$A,#!1)*-#$*1$1!I%-5*&(1;/!$A&(.A$J!>*$A!1&4-!$*II*#.!I&*#$1!

I&$-#$*,;;/!,;%-,'/!%-,)A-' . There are also many more potential tipping points than 

scientists previously identified, according to a new study. In climatology, a tipping point 

is defined as a rise in global temperature past which a localized climate system, or 

k$*II*#.!-;-4-#$k! ` !1()A!,1!$A-!24,S&#!%,*#3&%-1$!&%!$A-!<%--#;,#' !*)- !1A--$!̀ !

1$,%$1!$&!*%%-5-%1*7;/!'-);*#-H!M#)-!,!$*II*#.!I&*#$!A,1!7--#!%-,)A-'J!$A,$!$*II*#.!

-;-4-#$!>*;;!-KI-%*-#)-!%(#,>,/!-33-)$1!$A,$!-11-#$*,;;/!'&&4!*$!3&%-5-%J!-5-#!*3!

.;&7,;!$-4I-%,$(%-1!%-$%-,$!7-;&>!$A-!$*II*#.!I&*#$H The idea of climate tipping points 

first emerged in a 2008 paper published in the journal PNAS, when researchers 

identified nine key tipping elements that could reach such a threshold due to human-

caused climate change. In the new study, which was published Sept. 9 in the 

journal Science, a team of researchers reassessed data from more than 200 papers on 

the subject of tipping points published since 2008. GA-/!3&(#'!$A,$!$A-%-!,%-!#&>!WQ!

4,\&%!$*II*#.!I&*#$1J!,;4&1$!,;;!&3!>A*)A!)&(;'!%-,)A!$A-!I&*#$!&3!#&!%-$(%#!*3!.;&7,; !

>,%4*#. !)&#$*#(-1!7-/&#'!UHX!'-.%--1!=,A%-#A-*$!NWHi!'-.%--1!0-;1*(1P!,7&5-!

I%-*#'(1$%*,;!;-5-;1H!a,%$A!A,1!,;%-,'/!>,%4-'!7/!4&%-!$A,#!U!'-.%--1!=!NWHW!0P!,7&5-!

I%-*#'(1$%*,;!;-5-;1!,#'J!*3!)(%%-#$!>,%4*#.!$%-#'1!)&#$*#(-J!*1!&#!$%,)9!$&!%-,)A!

7-$>--#!OHQ!,#'!iHh!=!NU!,#'!O!0P above preindustrial levels, the study authors said in a 
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statement." GA*1!1-$1!a,%$A!&#!)&(%1-!$&!)%&11!4(;$*I;-!',#.-%&(1!$*II*#.!I&*#$1!$A,$!

>*;;!7-!'*1,1$%&(1!3&%!I-&I;-!,)%&11!$A-!>&%;'J" study co-author Johan Rockström, 

director of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research in Germany, said in the 

statement. 

 
@,%%,#$?!Green technology reduces emissions.  

 
Shihong Zeng et al., "The Impact of Green Technology Innovation on Carbon Emissions  

in the Context of Carbon Neutrality in China: Evidence from Spatial Spillover and  

Nonlinear Effect Analysis," PubMed Central (PMC), 4 Nov. 2016,  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8775790/ 

 

GA*1!I,I-%!1$('*-'!$A-!*4I,)$!&3!.%--#!$-)A#&;&./!*##&5,$*&#!N<G"P!&#!),%7&#!

-4*11*&#1J!selected relevant panel ',$,!3%&4!UVVW!$&!UVWg for 30 provincial regions in 

China, and comprehensively analyzed the spatial spillover and non-linear effects of GTI 

on carbon emissions. The main findings are the following. First, 0A*#,R1!<G"!A,1!

'-5-;&I-'!1$-,'*;/!,#'!A,1!,)A*-5-'!.%&>$A!&5-%!$A-!I%-5*&(1!/-,%1H Among them, 

China’s green technology progress has improved significantly, but the innovation 

efficiency is not high, indicating that in the process of promoting GTI, China has paid too 

much attention to the extent of technological progress, but little to the importance of 

innovation efficiency. This not only causes the waste of human and material resources, 

but also leads to the low level of China’s overall green innovation. SecondJ!0A*#,R1!$&$,;!

),%7&#!'*&K*'-!-4*11*&#1!N0_aP!A,5-!.%&>#!,$!,!4,%.*#,;!%,$-!&3!'-);*#-J!,#'!$A-!

*#$-#1*$/!&3!),%7&#!-4*11*&#1!A,1!7--#!'-);*#*#.!/-,%!7/!/-,%J!*#'*),$*#.!$A,$!0A*#,!

A,1!,)A*-5-'!IA,1-'!1())-11!*#!)&#$%&;;*#.!0_a. However, at the current stage, China’s 

carbon emissions in various regions still have the regional development imbalances 

problemH!GA*%'J!<G"!),##&$!&#;/!-33-)$*5-;/!%-'()-!0_a!*#!$A-!%-.*&#J!7($!,;1&!A,5-!,!

1*.#*3*),#$!1I,$*,;!1I*;;&5-%!-33-)$!&#!$A-!%-'()$*&#!&3!0_a!&($1*'-!$A-!%-.*&#H From the 

perspective of the overall trend, as the development level of the economy increases, the 
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effect of GTI on carbon emission reduction has weakened. A possible reason is that 

when the economy is highly developed, the marginal reduction in emissions from 

investing capital in GTI is diminishing. 

 

@,%%,#$? REM mining is required to create green technology.   

 
International Energy Agency (IEA), "Executive summary – The Role of Critical Minerals in 

Clean Energy Transitions – Analysis," IEA, March 2022, https://www.iea.org/reports/the-

role-of-critical-minerals-in-clean-energy-transitions/executive-summary 

!
GA-!%,I*'!'-I;&/4-#$!&3!);-,#!-#-%./!$-)A#&;&.*- 1!,1!I,%$!&3!-#-%./!$%,#1*$*&#1!

*4I;*-1!,!1*.#*3*),#$!*#)%-,1-!*#!'-4,#'!3&%!4*#-%,;1. Our bottom-up assessment of 

energy policies in place or announced suggests that $A-!>&%;'!*1!)(%%-#$;/!&#!$%,)9!3&%!,!

'&(7;*#.!&3!&5-%,;;!4*#-%,;!%-m(*%-4-#$1 for clean energy technologies by 2040 (in the 

IEA Stated Policies Scenario, STEPS). ^&>-5-%J!,!)&#)-%$-'!-33&%$!$&!%-,)A!$A-!.&,;1!&3!

$A-!C,%*1!2.%--4-#$!N);*4,$-!1$,7*;*1,$*&#!,$!e>-;;!7-;&>!Uv0!.;&7,;!$-4I-%,$(%-!%*1-fJ!

,1!*#!$A-!+_+P!>&(;'!4-,#!,!m(,'%(I;*#.!&3!4 *#-%,;!%-m(*%-4-#$1!3&%!);-,#!-#-%./!

$-)A#&;&.*-1!7/!UVhVH!2#!-5-#!3,1$-%!$%,#1*$*&#J!$&!A*$!#-$TS-%&!.;&7,;;/!7/!UViVJ!

>&(;'!%-m(*%-!1*K!$*4-1!4&%-!4*#-%,;!*#I($1!*#!UVhV!$A,#!$&',/H!

 

2#,;/1*1? To win this argument on the pro, it is crucial to win the fact that climate change is 

increasing too rapidly already and any increase of mining would be negligible. This means the 

US should put effort into active solutions to reverse damage (like REM mining for green 

technology) rather than just preventing more emissions.  

 !
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A/2:  A small increase in presence is preferable  

 
2#1>-%? The US needs to keep up with Russia in the Arctic.  

 
@,%%,#$? The US is severely behind in the Arctic. 

 

Jacob Gronholt-Pedersen, "Insight: NATO allies wake up to Russian 

supremacy in the Arctic," Reuters, 29 March 2017, 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/nato-allies-wake-up-russian-

supremacy-arctic-2022-11-16/ 

 

But $A-!@-1$!$%,*;1!E(11*,!*#!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-H!+*#)-!UVViJ!E(11*,!A,1!%-&I-#-'!$-#1!

&3!2%)$*)!+&5*-$T-%,!4*;*$,%/!7,1-1J!4&'-%#*1-'!*$1!#,5/J!,#'!'-5-;&I-'!#->!

A/I-%1&#*)!4*11*;-1!'-1*.#-'!$&!-5,'-!:H+H!1-#1&%1!,#'!'-3-#)-1H!=&(%!2%)$*)!-KI-%$1!

1,/!*$!>&(;'!$,9-!$A-!@-1$!,$!;-,1$!WV!/-,%1!$&!),$)A!(I!>*$A!E(11*,r1!4*;*$,%/!*#!$A-!

%-.*&#, if it chose to do so. "GA-!2%)$*)!*1!)(%%-#$;/!,!',%9!,%-,!&#!$A-!4,I," said Ketil 

Olsen, formerly Norway's military representative in NATO and the European Union, who 

heads Andoeya Space, a Norwegian state-controlled company that tests new military 

and surveillance technologies and launches research rockets. "It's so vast and with few 

civilian surveillance resources." The chief of the U.S. Northern Command, General Glen 

VanHerck, told a Senate hearing in March $A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!#--'-'!7-$$-%!2%)$*)!

k'&4,*#!,>,%-#-11k!$&!'-$-)$!,#'!,''%-11!E(11*,#!,#'!0A*#-1-!),I,7*;*$*-1!$&!;,(#)A!

,'5,#)-'!4*11*;-1!,#'!'-1$%&/!)&44(#*),$*&#1!*#3%,1$%()$(%-H In a Pentagon strategy 

document released in October, the United States committed to improving early warning 

and surveillance systems in the Arctic, but the pace of the planned modernisation is 

unclear. 

 

@,%%,#$? Tensions are already high, doing nothing is not an option. 
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Kenneth R., "A Battle for the Arctic Is Underway. And the U.S. Is Already  

Behind.," POLITICO, 17 Dec. 2022, 

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/12/17/climate-change-arctic-

00071169 

 

Svalbard, Norway — "#!8,#(,%/J!>A-#!,#!(#'-%1-,!$-;-)&44(#*),$*&#1!),7;-!

)&##-)$*#.!$A*1!3,%T3;(#.!2%)$*)!,%)A*I-;,.&!$&!4,*#;,#'!6&%>,/!,#'!$A-!%-1$!&3!

a(%&I-!>,1!',4,.-'J!6&%>-.*,#!&33*)*,;1!),;;-'!$&!I&%$!$A-!&#;/!3*1A*#.!5-11-;!3&%!

4*;-1J!,!E(11*,#!$%,>;-%H Police in the northern city of Tromsø interviewed the crew and 

carried out an investigation into the incidentJ!>A*)A!>,1!1--#!,1!,!4,\&%!$A%-,$!$&!$A-!

1-)(%*$/!&3!6&%>,/!,#'!&$A-%!#,$*&#1J!*#);('*#.!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1H!^,'!$A-%-!#&$!7--#!

,!7,)9 T(I!),7;-J!$A-!',4,.-!>&(; '!A,5-!1-5-%-'!*#$-%#-$!$&!$A-!>&%;'R1!;,%.-1$!

1,$-;;*$-!%-;,/J!&#-!$A,$!)&##-)$1!$A-!6,$*&#,;!M)-,#*)!,#'!2$4&1IA-%*)!

2'4*#*1$%,$*&#!N6M22PJ!62+2!,#'!&$A-%!.&5-%#4-#$!,.-#)*-1!3%&4!,%&(#'!$A-!>&%;'!

$&!%-,;T$*4-!1I,)-!1(%5-*;;,#)-H The investigation’s findings were inconclusive, if 

worrisomeH!+&4-$A*#.!e4,#T4,'-f!A,'!',4,.-'!$A-!),7;-J!7($!6&%>-.*,#!I&;*)-!

)&(;'!#&$!I%&5-!$A-!E(11*,#!3*1A*#.!5-11-;!>,1!%-1I&#1*7;-J!,($A&%*$*-1!$&;'!4-H!The 

police allowed the fishing boat crew to return to their ship and set back out to sea. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Attempts!at cooperation with Russia ended with the Ukraine War.  

 

Malte Humpert, "Cooperation with Russia in the Arctic is Virtually Impossible Says US 

 Official," High North News, 16 Feb. 2023, 

 https://www.highnorthnews.com/en/cooperation-russia-arctic-virtually-

impossible-says-us-official 

 

eE(11*,r1!(#I%&5&9-'!>,%!&3!,..%-11*&#!,.,*#1$!:9%,*#-!A,1!(I-#'-'!'-),'-1!&3!

)&&I-%,$*&#!,#'!)&;;,7&%,$*&#H Among the eight Arctic states, Russia has the most 

territory and population north of the Arctic Circle. It is an important Arctic nationH!Z($!
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F&1)&>r1!'-)*1*&#!$&!*#5,'-!*$1!#-*.A7&%J!,#!*#'-I-#'-#$!,#'!1&5-%-*.#!1$,$-J!4,9-1!

)&&I-%,$*&#!5*%$(,;;/!*4I&11*7;-!3&%!n$A-o!3&%-1--,7;-!3($(%-Jf outlined Derek Chollet, 

Counselor at the US State Department. He outlined how the significantly more 

challenging international situation – vis-à-vis Russia but also China – impacts and is 

interconnected with the ArcticH!^&>-5-%J!$A*1!$%-#'!&3!4&%-!)&4I;*),$-'!)&&I-%,$*&#!

*#!$A-!2%)$*)!I%-)-'-1!;,1$!/-,%R1!*#5,1*&#J!0A&;;-$!-;,7&%,$-'H!ea5-#!7-3&%-!;,(#)A*#.!

$A-!;,%.-1$!a(%&I-,#!)&#3;*)$!1*#)-!$A-!+-)&#'!@&%;'!@,%J!F&1)&>!7-.,#!,#!

,..%-11*5-!I%&.%,4!&3!%-4*;*$,%*S,$*&#!&3!$A-!2%)$*)H!"$!7-.,#!7(*;'*#.!&%!4&'-%#*S*#.!

7,1-1J!-KI,#'*#.!*$1!*)-7%-,9-%!3;--$!,#'!'-5-;&I*#.!,#'!$-1$*#.!',#.-%&(1!#,5,;!

>-,I&#!1/1$-41H!GA*1!%,#!)&(#$-%!$&!4,*#$,*#*#.!$A-!^*.A!6&%$A!,1!,!%-.*&#!&3!;&>!

$-#1*&#Hf!

!

@,%%,#$?!General US military policy in arctic is still cooperation. 

 
Marie-Anne Coninsx, "The New US Arctic Strategy. Welcome back, America!," Egmont  

Royal Institue for International Publications, 15 Dec. 2022, 

 https://www.egmontinstitute.be/the-new-us-arctic-strategy-welcome-back-

america/ 

 

M#!X!M)$&7-%!UVUUJ!$A-!:+!%-;-,1-'!*$1!6,$*&#,;!+$%,$-./!3&%!$A-!2%)$*)!E-.*&#, a 

welcome, important new policy. It marks a strong and clarifying shift in the US’s focus in 

the Arctic over recent years. Without exaggeration, one can say:” The US is back in the 

Arctic!” GA-!#->!1$%,$-./!,''%-11-1!4,\&%!)A,;;-#.-1!$A,$!$A-!2%)$*)!A,1!7--#!

*#)%-,1*#.;/!3,)*#.!1*#)-!$A-!:+!2%)$*)!1$%,$-./!&3!UVWOH!"$!I%&5*'-1!3&%!.%-,$-%!

*#5&;5-4-#$!&3!$A-!2;,19,!6,$*5-!C-&I;-1J!4&%-!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!)&&I-%,$*&#!>*$A!:+!

,;;*-1!,#'!I,%$#-%1J!,#'!*$!4(1$!7-!1--#!*#!$A-!)&#$-K$!&3!$A-!)(%%-#$!$(%7(;-#$!

.-&I&;*$*),;!)&#$-K$H!GA-!#->!2%)$*)!1$%,$-./!7%*#.1!#->J!&%!,$!;-,1$!%-#->-'J!*4I-$(1!

$&!$A-!:+R1!*#5&;5-4-#$!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!3*;-H “Renewed”, because there have been 

continuing US efforts to address the importance and challenges of the Arctic. But, 
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especially over recent years, people often questioned whether the US actually did have 

an Arctic strategy. Despite impressive efforts from politicians in the region, especially 

from Senator Murkowski of Alaska, to provide visibility to the American High North, the 

Arctic was at the time not high on the US federal agenda. And when it did reach the 

news, it rather distressed the Arctic community.  

 

2#,;/1*1? To handle this argument, specify what a “small” increase would look like compared to 

a “substantial” one. Additionally, just because the US may not be able to cooperate with Russia 

in the face of substantial military buildup, they can still cooperate with other nations.  
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A/2:  Icebreakers are harmful . 

 
Answer: Icebreakers are used regardless of increased military presence.  !

 
@,%%,#$? US currently uses icebreakers.  

 

C. Todd Lopez, "U.S. Needs More Icebreakers for Arctic," U.S. Department of Defense, 8 

Feb. 2022, https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/2928402/us-

needs-more-icebreakers-for-arctic/ 

 

"[&(!#--'!*)-7%-,9*#.!$&!7-!,7;-!$&!I%&\-)$!/-,%T%&(#' presence and when it's [of] 

your time and choosing," Kee said during a virtual panel discussion today with the 

Atlantic CouncilH!0(%%-#$;/J!1*K!#->!I&;,%!*)-7%-,9-%1!),I,7;-!&3!&I-%,$*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!

,%-!,($A&%*S-'!3&%!7&;1$-%*#.!$A-!0&,1$!<(,%'r1!*)-7%-,9*#.!3;--$J!Kee said, adding that 

the Coast Guard has said they need all six of them. According to a Coast Guard 

spokesperson, there are no plans right now retire to either of the Coast Guard's existing 

icebreakers. 

!

@,%%,#$? Other countries have and operate icebreakers.  

 

Paul C. Avey, "The Icebreaker Gap Doesn’t Mean America is Losing in the Arctic," War on 

the Rocks, 28 Nov. 2019,  https://warontherocks.com/2019/11/the-icebreaker-gap-

doesnt-mean-america-is-losing-in-the-arctic/ 

 

If relative icebreaker counts are the right way to measure competition in the Arctic, then 

the United States is in trouble. E(11*,!I&11-11-1!4&%-!$A,#!hV!*)-7%-,9-%1!,#'!I;,#1!$&!

7(*;'!4&%-J!>*$A!,!.&,;!&3!WO!A-,5/T'($/!*)-7%-,9-%1!*#!&I-%,$*&#!7/!UVOi. China 

recently acquired its second, and first domestically built, icebreaker and has aspirations 

for a nuclear-powered variant. By contrast, the United States has one aged heavy 
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icebreaker and one medium version in operation. While there are plans to build six 

more (including three heavy icebreakers at an estimated total cost of $2.6–2.95 

billion), funding is largely limited to the first one and it will not be available until 2023 or 

2024. Unlike past fears that the United States was on the wrong side of a bomber gap, 

missile gap, or the dreaded mine-shaft gap, an icebreaker gap does indeed exist. Most 

analysts who warn about the gap distinguish the Coast Guard’s role — which operates 

U.S. icebreakers and is part of the Department of Homeland Security in peacetime —

from the Department of Defense mission set. Yet placing the icebreaker discussion 

alongside threats from Russia and China makes an implicit or explicit connection 

between icebreakers and U.S. military vulnerability. 

 
@,%%,#$? Icebreaker use is inevitable as they are necessary for any kind of Arctic activity.  

 

Jeremy Greenwood, "Without Icebreakers, Arctic Infrastructure Won't Matter," Arctic 

 Institute - Center for Circumpolar Security Studies, 12 Apr. 2022,  

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/without-icebreakers-arctic-infrastructure-

wont-matter/ 

 

Infrastructure is a critical way for humans to engage with the natural environment in the 

Arctic region, as it facilitates access, connection, inhabitation, and productivity. The 

Arctic Institute’s 2022 series on Infrastructure in the Arctic investigates infrastructure as 

a critical point of analysis for considering human impacts and needs in the Arctic, 

especially in its role as a mediator, or as an interface, between politics, government, 

people and the natural environment. The planet is warming and ice is melting in the 

Arctic at an alarming rate. But contrary to what may seem like common sense, the 

United States’ building of new icebreakers will not be waging yesterday’s war today. 

E-.,%';-11!&3!A(4,#*$/R1!3,*;(%-1!*#!$A-!7,$$;-!,.,*#1$!);*4,$-!)A,#.-J!$A-%-!>*;;!7-!,!

;&$!&3!*)-!$&!7%-,9!*#!$A-!2%)$*) for the foreseeable future and even melting ice poses 

significant danger to vessels. The United States is woefully behind its fellow Arctic States 
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in building and maintaining a world-class fleet of icebreakers and, thanks to various 

issues and construction delays, it might be another five years or more until the Coast 

Guard’s first new Polar Security Cutter (PSC) is fully operational and breaking ice in the 

Arctic. "#!$A-!4-,#$*4-J!2%)$*)!1A*II*#.!>*;;!)&#$*#(-!$&!*#)%-,1-J!3*1A!1$&)91!>*;;!3;&>!

3(%$A-%!6&%$AJ!,#'!)&#$*#-#$,;!1A-;5-1!>*;;!)&#$*#(-!$&!7-!-KI;&*$-'!3&%!4&%-!

%-1&(%)-1H!@*$A!,;;!&3!$A*1!,)$*5*$/J!$A-!'-4,#'!3&%!2%)$*)!*#3%,1$%()$(%-!>*;;!.%&>J!

-1I-)*,;;/!'--I>,$-%!I&%$1!),I,7;-!&3!1-%5*)*#.!$A-!1A*I1!-#.,.-'!*#!$A-1-!-KI,#'*#.!

3*-;'1H!Z($!>*$A&($!*)-7%-,9-%1J!7(*;'*#.!,;;!&3!$A*1!*#3%,1$%()$(%-!*1!,!7*$!;*9-!A&1$*#.!,!

7,1-7,;;!.,4-!>*$A&($!,#/!7,$1H!")-7%-,9-%1!,%-!9-/!$&!$A-!4,%*$*4-!$%,#1I&%$,$*&#!

1/1$-4!,#'!*#3%,1$%()$(%-!&3!$A-!<%-,$!L,9-1!,#'!6->!a#.;,#'J!);-,%*#.!$A-!>,/!3&%!

5*$,;!A-,$*#.!&*;!1A*I4-#$1!,#'!)%*$*),;!.&&'1!$A%&(.A&($!7&$A!%-.*&#1H With planning 

and a bit of luck, Alaska will join the robust economic activity that these regions enjoy. 

 

2#1>-%? The impact is negligible.  

 

@,%%,#$? Icebreakers are quite insignificant as they are not breaking a significant amount of ice.  

 

National Snow and Ice Data Center, 7-29-2021, "Are icebreakers changing the climate?," 

National Snow and Ice Data Center, 2 Jan. 2023, https://nsidc.org/learn/ask-

scientist/are-icebreakers-changing-climate 

 

a5-#!,1!*)-7%-,9-%!,)$*5*$/!*#)%-,1-1—for example, Russia maintains the world’s largest 

fleet of more than 50 icebreakers in 2023 compared with fewer than 10 icebreakers a 

decade ago—$A-1-!#(47-%1!'&!#&$!1*.#*3*),#$;/!)A,#.-H!F,#/!&3!E(11*,R1!*)-7%-,9-%1!

,%-!7-*#.!(1-'!$&!-1)&%$!1A*I1!$A%&(.A!$A-!6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-J!,#'!$A-/!$-#'!$&!

3&;;&>!$A-!1,4-!)A,##-;H!GA*1!4-,#1!$A,$!-5-#!$A&(.A!$A-%-!4,/!7-!4(;$*I;-!

*)-7%-,9-%1!&I-%,$*#.!,$!$A-!1,4-!$*4-J!$A-/!,%-!#&$!7%-,9*#.!4()A!#->!*)-J!which 

would only occur if the ice drifted and blocked the channel. So, Meier said, eGA-!,)$(,;!

)&#$%*7($*&#!*1!4*#*1)(;-` &#;/!&#-!I,%$!*#!,!4*;;*&#!&3!$A-!$&$,;!*)-!)&5-%H”a5-#!*3!$A-!
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,4&(#$!&3!*)-!7%&9-#!*#)%-,1-'!7/!,#!&%'-%!&3!4,.#*$('-J!1,/!3%&4!WV!1m(,%-!

9*;&4-$-%1!NOHlQ!1m(,%-!4*;-1P!&3!*)-!7%&9-#!7/!,!1*#.;-!*)-7%-,9-%!$&!WVV!1m(,%-!

9*;&4-$-%1!NOlHQW!1m(,%-!4*;-1P!&3!*)-!7%&9-#!7/!WV!*)-7%-,9-%1J!$A-!,4&(#$!&3!*)-!

7%&9-#!>&(;'!1$*;;!7-!4*#(1)(;-!)&4I,%-'!$&!$A-!5,1$#-11!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#H!

Z-),(1-!*)-7%-,9-%1!A,5-!1()A!,!4*#*4,;!-33-)$!&#!1-,!*)-J!$A-/!,;1&!A,5-!,!4 *#*4,;!

-33-)$!&#!);*4,$-H!

 

2#,;/1*1? Push the con to answer and specify how much exactly icebreakers will affect global 

emissions. Because other actors are already using icebreakers, and they do not actually melt 

that much ice, especially in the context of other sources of emissions, you can argue that a 

small increase in icebreakers will not have a large impact.  
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CON: Military presence displaces indigenous populations  

 

2%.(4-#$? US military presence in the Arctic increases greenhouse gas emissions, harming 

indigenous groups' environment and forcing them out of their homes. 

 

@,%%,#$? Indigenous communities in the Arctic are in a politically weak position. 

 

 Last, John. “Future of Arctic Council in doubt after end of Russian chairship.” CBC, 11  

May 2023, https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/arctic-council-handover-russia- 

1.6836000. 

 

That leaves, for a time at least, only the middle way: a council that continues in its 

current form, somehow, without formal diplomatic relations with Russia. "The big 

question is, how long can the door be kept ajar for Russia?" Vigeland Rottem said. 

Already, the pause on work in Russia has had "a dramatic effect" on cross-border 

projects like the collection of environmental data, according to Lars-Otto Riersen, who 

led monitoring efforts at the Arctic Council for 25 years. He says most Russian 

monitoring projects were funded by transfers from the West. "It is so important that the 

science continues, because you will never manage to build up again what we did," he 

said. The pause has also posed a major challenge for Indigenous participants like the 

Saami Council, whose members have been divided over support for the war. GA-!2%)$*)!

0&(#)*;!*1!&#-!&3!5-%/!3->!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!7&'*-1!>A-%-!"#'*.-#&(1!.%&(I1!I,%$*)*I,$-!

&#!$A-!1,4-!;-5-;!,1!1$,$-1H!GA-!;&11!&3!1()A!,!3&%(4!A,1!7--#!,!4,\&%!7;&>H "The 

Arctic Council … is still of tremendous importance for the Saami Council, for the 

Indigenous peoples of the Arctic and for the environmental work we all depend upon," 

said Aslaak Holmberg, president of the Saami Council. "This mandate is still important, 

maybe now more than ever." 

 

@,%%,#$? Increased GHG emissions put indigenous populations at risk. 
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Almonte, Marlene Payva. “Vulnerability in the Arctic in the Context of Climate Change  

and Uncertainty.” The Arctic Institute, 2 May 2023, 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/vulnerability-arctic-context-climate-change- 

uncertainty/. 

 

Also, the accelerating climate impacts in the Arctic have largely been warned about in 

authoritative scientific studies. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change “Global 

Warming of 1.5°C” Special Report establishes that “warming greater than the global 

annual average is being experienced in many land regions and seasons, including two to 

three times higher in the Arctic.” F&%-!,;,%4*#.;/J!1(71-m(-#$!1$('*-1!3*#'!$A,$!.;&7,;!

>,%4*#.!*1!#-,%;/!3&(%!$*4-1!3,1$-%!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!$A,#!*#!$A-!%-1$!&3!$A-!.;&7-H There is, 

certainly, scientific vast consensus that the Arctic region is one of the uniquely 

threatened ecological and human systems in the world, along with, for example, coral 

reefs and mountain glaciers. "#!$A*1!)&#$-K$J!"#'*.-#&(1!)&44(#*$*-1!;*5*#.!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!,%-!'*1$*#)$;/!,33-)$-'!7/!$A-!*4I,)$1!&3!);*4,$-!)A,#.-H!GA-%-!,%-!

,II%&K*4,$-;/!h!4*;;*&#!I-&I;-!;*5*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!,4&#.!>A*)A!"#'*.-#&(1!

I&I(;,$*&#!%-I%-1-#$1!,II%&K*4,$-;/!WU!I-%)-#$H!GA-!>,%4*#.!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!,'5-%1-;/!

*4I,)$1!*$1!3%,.*;-!-)&1/1$-41!,#'J!,1!,!)&#1-m(-#)-J!$A-!,#)-1$%,;!;*3-1$/;-1!,#'!

9#&>;-'.-!&3!"#'*.-#&(1!C-&I;-1J!>A*)A!,%-!1$%&#.;/!*#$-.%,$-'!>*$A!$A-!2%)$*)!

;,#'1),I-H  The everlasting connection of Indigenous Peoples with the land is illustrated, 

for example, by Sámi peoples from northern Finland, who describe this relationship as a 

“history book [that] tells the story of their past.” This connection with the land is 

everywhere: “Language, humans and livelihoods are tied together: livelihood helps 

preserve culture but both are dependent on the land and its well-being.” 

 

@,%%,#$? Militarization increases greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Carliner, Sam. “Arctic military build-up poses new geopolitical and climate risks.” 
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Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft, 29 Aug. 2022, 

https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/29/arctic-military-build-up-poses-

new-geopolitical-and-climate-

risks/#:~:text=Militarism's%20Impact%20on%20Climate, 

threatens%20to%20exacerbate%20climate%20change. 

 

2;&#.!>*$A!%*19*#.!.%-,$-%!)&#3;*)$!7-$>--#!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!E(11*,J!,!:H+H!

4*;*$,%/!7(*;'T(I!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!$A%-,$-#1!$&!-K,)-%7,$-!);*4,$-!)A,#.-H Though the 

Department of Defense and various branches of the U.S. military have recently released 

“climate adaptation” plans, the content focuses primarily on adapting operations, rather 

than accounting for and reducing emissions. In fact, the U.S. Navy published a climate 

adaptation plan in May this year that was scrutinized for mostly omitting any mention of 

its ships and planes, the two main sources of the U.S. military’s pollution. However, 

much of the impact of military emissions remains unknown because of a loophole in the 

Paris Climate Agreement which exempts governments from reporting their military’s 

emissions. Despite the lack of available information, Dr. Crawford used what data is 

public to calculate U.S. military emissions for the Costs of War Project.!2))&%'*#.!$&!A-%!

%-1-,%)A!&#!4*;*$,%/!-4*11*&#1!I(7;*1A-'!*#!UVWgJ!e$A-!_M_!*1!$A-!>&%;'R1!;,%.-1$!

*#1$*$($*&#,;!(1-%!&3!I-$%&;-(4!,#'!)&%%-1I&#'*#.;/J!$A-!1*#.;-!;,%.-1$!*#1$*$($*&#,;!

I%&'()-%!&3!.%--#A&(1-!.,11-1!N<^<P!*#!$A-!>&%;'Hf She explained that roughly 30 

percent of the military’s emissions come from “installation emissions,” meaning the 

energy use of military bases and other installations. The other 70 percent comes from 

“operational emissions,” or the energy use of all training, missions, transport, and other 

activities. “To boil it down, anything that involves transportation is an emitter of serious 

significance,” Crawford said. @*$A!$A*1!)&#$-K$J!*#)%-,1-'!4*;*$,%/!,)$*5*$*-1!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!,%-!;*9-;/!$&!%-1(;$!*#!*#)%-,1-'!-4*11*&#1!*3!,)$*5*$*-1!,%-!#&$!%-'()-'!

-;1->A-%-H 

 

@,%%,#$? The threat of climate change is imminent for indigenous communities. 
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“Arctic Connected | The Arctic’s Indigenous Communities Under Threat.” WWF Arctic  

Programme, 19 Dec. 2022, 

https://www.arcticwwf.org/newsroom/features/arctic- 

connected-the-arctics-indigenous-communities-under-threat/. 

 

There is growing political and economic interest in the Arctic originating primarily from 

outside the region, which is leading to intensive industrial activity. This, combined with 

rapid warming, is negatively affecting the lives and livelihoods of Arctic communities. 

Traditional ways of life, as well as species and ecosystems, may disappear forever if the 

world does not take swift and decisive measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

and reverse the decline of biodiversity in the Arctic. :%.-#$!,)$*&#!*1!%-m(*%-'!,$!,;;!

;-5-;1!&3!.&5-%#4-#$!,#'!1&)*-$/!$&!9--I!>,%4*#.!$&!WHi!'-.%--1H!a5-%/!3%,)$*&#!&3!,!

'-.%--!&5-%!$A*1!,4&(#$!>*;;!;-,'!(1!$&>,%'!,#!2%)$*)!>-!>*;;!#&!;&#.-%!%-)&.#*S-!,#'!

$A%-,$-#!$A-!;*5-;*A&&'1J!A-,;$A!,#'!)(;$(%,;!*'-#$*$*-1!&3!"#'*.-#&(1!,#'!;&),;!

)&44(#*$*-1H Arctic states must recognize Indigenous Peoples as equal partners in 

stewarding the region and managing its resources. Using a combination of the best 

available scientific evidence and Indigenous Knowledge is the only way to ensure the 

Arctic can adapt to climate change and the growing pressures from industries. Greater 

investment and efforts are needed—and sadly, the pledges at COP27 just don’t go far 

enough. 

 

"4I,)$?  Climate change displaces indigenous populations. 

 

 Silva, Pedro Allemand Mancebo. “The Old Colonialisms and the New Ones: The Arctic  

Resource Boom as a New Wave of Settler-Colonialism.” The Arctic Institute, 25  

Oct. 2023, https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/old-colonialisms-new-ones-arctic- 

resource-boom-new-wave-settler-colonialism/. 
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Recently, the Arctic began to be treated as a “geopolitical hotspot” and as a “resource 

frontier.” The region’s international (i.e., interstate) dynamics has been drawing the 

attention of scholars and policymakers seeking to make sense (and take advantage) of 

emerging geopolitical and economic phenomena in the region. One of the main drivers 

of such efforts is the so-called Arctic resource boom – an enhanced knowledge on the 

resource endowment of Arctic seas and lands, especially in terms of the presence of 

hydrocarbon and mineral reserves. Since the publication of the Circum-Arctic Resource 

Appraisal in 2008, such knowledge of the region has only increased, and triggered a 

plethora of economic development projects for the region – most geared towards 

making the commercial exploitation of such resources viable. +()A!I;,#1J!$/I*),;!&3!#-&T

-K$%,)$*5*1$!4&'-1!&3!'-5-;&I4-#$!,#'!),I*$,;!,))(4(;,$*&#J!'-4,#'!#->!

*#1$%(4-#$1!,#'!$-)A#&;&.*-1!&3!)&#$%&;!&5-%!;,#'J!$-%%*$&%/!,#'!%-1&(%)-1!t !#&$!&#;/!

*#!-#,7;*#.!$A-!%-1&(%)-!-KI;&*$,$*&#J!7($!,;1&!*#!'*1I;,)*#.!2%)$*)!"#'*.-#&(1!

I&I(;,$*&#1!$A,$!*#A,7*$!1I,)-1!>A-%-!%-1&(%)-T7,1-'!-)&#&4*)!,)$*5*$/!*1!4-,#$!$&!

$,9-!I;,)-H  This process has been coupled with a range of practices aimed at controlling 

space and mobilities in indigenous lands – what DuPlessis calls “striation activities”. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good argument because unlike typical climate change arguments where you 

have a nebulous extinction impact with a low probability of occurrence, this uses climate 

change as the link and humanizes the impact. This is compelling to lay judges who want real-

world impacts and tech judges who will appreciate its probability. 

! !
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CON: Mili tary presence  has an undue impact on the U.S. 

Presidential Election  

 

2%.(4-#$? Biden’s voters don’t agree with increasing military presence in the Arctic due to its 

impacts on the climate and economy. Thus, sanctioning such action during Biden’s reelection 

campaign is going to have a major impact on the upcoming election. 

 

@,%%,#$? US presence in the Arctic harms Biden’s climate credentials. 

 

Liptak, Kevin et al. “Biden tries to bolster his climate credentials as activists push for  

more urgency.” CNN, 9 Aug. 2022, https://www.cnn.com/2023/08/09/politics/ 

joe-biden-voter-enthusiasm-climate-change/index.html. 

 

Some activists warn his record – which includes both historic investments and a broken 

promise to stop drilling on federal land – lacks urgency and could impact enthusiasm 

among young voters. While polls still show Biden more popular among young voters 

than a potential Republican rival, there are warning signs about their engagement. 

eC%-1*'-#$!Z*'-#!9-I$!A*1!I%&4*1-!&#!);-,#!-#-%./!,#'!7%&9-!A*1!I%&4*1-1!&#!3&11*;!

3(-;1H!2#'!$A,$R1!A,5*#.!,!'*%-)$!*4I,)$!&#!A*1!,7*;*$/!$&!%,;;/!/&(#.!5&$-%1!$&!1(II&%$!

A*1!%--;-)$*&#Jf!1,*'!8,4*-!^-##J!,!);*4,$-!,)$*5*1$!,#'!3&(#'-%!,#'!'*%-)$&%!&3!=&11*;!

=%--!F-'*,H!“I think the president has muddied his message on climate by continuing to 

do things like expand LNG exports and approve massive new fossil fuel projects.” e"$R1!

A,%'!$&!1-;;!/&(%1-;3!,1!,!);*4,$-!)A,4I*&#!>A-#!/&(R%-!%(77-%T1$,4I*#.!#->!

I*I-;*#-1!,#'!'%*;;*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)Jf!^-##!,''-'H  

 

@,%%,#$? Economic credentials are a major concern for many voters. 

 

“Nearly Half Of Voters Would Consider A Third-Party Presidential Candidate In 2024,  
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Quinnipiac University National Poll Finds; Majority Expect Climate Change To  

Negatively Affect World In Their Lifetime.” Quinnipiac University, 19 July 

2023, https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/politics/2023/06/30/expert--4-states-

are-labeled-as--toss-up--for-2024-election. 

 

@A-#!%-.*1$-%-'!5&$-%1!>-%-!.*5-#!,!;*1$!&3!-*.A$!*11(-1!,#'!,19-'!>A*)A!*1!$A-!4&1$!

*4I&%$,#$!$&!$A-4!*#!'-)*'*#.!>A&!$&!5&$-!3&%!*#!$A-!-;-)$*&#!3&%!I%-1*'-#$J!OW!I-%)-#$!

&3!5&$-%1!1,/!$A-!-)&#&4/!,#'!Ug!I-%)-#$!1,/!I%-1-%5*#.!'-4&)%,)/!*#!$A-!:#*$-'!

+$,$-1H Seven percent say abortion, 7 percent say gun violence, 6 percent say 

immigration, 6 percent say health care, 6 percent say racial inequality, and 5 percent say 

climate change. Among Republicans, 51 percent say the economy, 22 percent say 

preserving democracy in the United States and 13 percent say immigration. Among 

Democrats, 37 percent say preserving democracy in the United States, 12 percent say 

the economy and 12 percent say gun violence. Among independents, 34 percent say the 

economy and 30 percent say preserving democracy in the United States. 

 

@,%%,#$? US presence in the Arctic harms Biden’s economic credentials. 

 

Evans, Alec. “Why we should put a freeze on Arctic militarization.” Responsible  

Statecraft, 30 Aug 2021, https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/08/30/why-we- 

should-put-a-freeze-on-arctic-militarization/. 

 

There is also the question of U.S. national security priorities. Why should Washington 

spend exorbitant sums fortifying the Arctic with specialized, expensive equipment when 

it has more pressing concerns in other regions? 2%)$*)!7,1-1!,%-!-KI-#1*5-!,#'!

I,* #1$,9*#.!$&!7(*;'!,#'!&I-%,$-J!,!I%&7;-4!$A,$!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!>*;;!-K,)-%7,$-H!GA-!

#-K$!.-#-%,$*&#!&3!*)-7%-,9-%1!)&1$!7-$>--#!pXVV!4*;;*&#!,#'!pW!7*;;*&#!-,)AJ!,#'!

$A-/!,%-#R$!-K,)$;/!'-1*.#-'!$&!)&#'()$!3%--'&4!&3!#,5*.,$*&#!-K-%)*1-1!*#!$A-!+&($A!

0A*#,!+-,H This isn’t to say that the country should avoid building any icebreakers, but 
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policymakers must budget defense spending with a clear understanding of its national 

security priorities in mind. 

 

@,%%,#$? Presidential elections are becoming increasingly competitive, so every vote counts. 

 

Popielarz, Taylor. “Expert says 2024 race will likely come down to 4 key states.”  

Spectrum News, 30 June 2023, https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/politics/2023/ 

06/30/expert--4-states-are-labeled-as--toss-up--for-2024-election. 

 

M3!$A-!iOl!a;-)$&%,;!0&;;-.-!5&$-1!(I!3&%!.%,71J!Y/;-!Y&#'*9J!4,#,.*#.!-'*$&%!,$!

+,7,$&r1!0%/1$,;!Z,;;!,$!$A-!:#*5-%1*$/!&3!b*%.*#*,r1!0-#$-%!3&%!C&;*$*)1J!1,*'!$A-!%,)-!

)&(;'!)&4-!'&>#!$&!\(1$!hO!1I%-,'!,)%&11!3&(%!1$,$-1?!2%*S&#,J!<-&%.*,J!@*1)&#1*#!,#'!

6-5,',H! "There really aren't that many true swing states," Kondik told Spectrum News. 

"Only seven states were decided by less than three points in 2020." Kondik, who has 

analyzed elections at Center for Politics for more than a decade, just released his first 

look at the 2024 Electoral College map. Aside from those four states, Kondik sees 

Michigan and Pennsylvania as competitive, but trending Democratic, and North Carolina 

as being closely contested but currently leaning Republican. "As of right now, we're sort 

of expecting a lot of continuity from 2016 and 2020 in 2024, and ultimately again, a 

pretty competitive election, but not that many states that are super competitive," 

Kondik said. Y&#'*9!#&$-'!$A,$!3*5-!&3!$A-!;,1$!1*K!I%-1*'-#$*,;!-;-)$*&#1!A,5-!I%&5-#!$&!

7-!3,*%;/!)&4I-$*$*5-!,#'!'-$-%4*#-'!7/!,!14,;;!#(47-%!&3!1$,$-1J!>A*;-!7;&>&($!

5*)$&%*-1J!;*9-!C%-1*'-#$!E&#,;'!E-,.,#r1!'&(7;-T'*.*$!%--;-)$*&#!>*#!*#!WglhJ!,%-!

7-)&4*#.!*#)%-,1*#.;/!%,%-H!

 

"4I,)$?  A Republican win ensures no climate action. 

 

Budryk, Zack. “The world is burning from a record heat wave. GOP presidential  

candidates are shrugging.” The Hill, 19 July 2023, https://thehill.com/policy/ 
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energy-environment/4103291-gop-front-runners-have-little-to-say-on-climate- 

change-amid-record-heat/. 

 

GA-!#,$*&#!*1!7,9*#.!*#!,!%-)&%'!A-,$!>,5-!$A,$!*1!1-%5*#.!,1!,!%-4*#'-%!&3!A&>!);*4,$-!

)A,#.-!*1!%,I*';/!,33-)$*#.!A(4,#!;*3-! ` !3%&4!-#',#.-%*#.!&($'&&%!>&%9-%1!$&!%,*1*#.!

-K*1$-#$*,;!m(-1$*&#1!,7&($!)&44(#*$*-1!,$!1-,!;-5-;H Yet when it comes to the GOP 

presidential field, climate change is mostly shrugged off. 6&#-!&3!$A-!WW!4,\&%!

),#'*',$-1!3&%!I%-1*'-#$!*1!&33-%*#.!1*.#*3*),#$!>,%#*#.1!,7&($!$A-!*11(-H Most have 

acknowledged the existence of human-caused climate change, and some have taken 

action to combat it while holding lower offices. Z($!4&1$!&3!$A-!),#'*',$-1!,%-!I($$*#.!

4&%-!&3!,#!-4IA,1*1!&#!'%*;;*#.!3&%!&*;!,#'!#,$(%,;!.,1!$A,#!&#!$,9*#.!1$-I1!$&!)&#$%&;!

-4*11*&#1H None of them has a dedicated climate change subsection on the issues page 

of their campaign website — although biotech entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy’s 

economic plan includes the bullet point “abandon the climate cult and unshackle 

nuclear energy” — and none of the candidates with a dedicated page for energy policy 

advocates scaling back fossil fuel development.  

 

"4I,)$?  Absent climate action, we will reach a climate tipping point soon. 

 

Flam, F.D. “The Earth Is Dancing Too Close to a Temperature Tipping Point.” The 

Washington Poist, 19 July 2023, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/07/19/climate-change-has-

earth-reached-a-tipping-point-on-warming/20574d62-2622-11ee-9201-

826e5bb78fa1_story.html. 

 

Between this summer’s biblical floods, apocalyptic fires and life-threatening heat 

domes, people are starting to wonder whether we’ve lurched over some sort of climate 

tipping point. Climate scientists and ecologists who study tipping points say what we’re 

seeing are merely extreme events amplified by global warming. But they’ve been 
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warning about the risk of climate tipping points for years. Now people are listening. 

E-1-,%)A!I(7;*1A-'!;,1$!/-,%!*#!+)*-#)-!1(..-1$1!$A-!%*19!&3!,!.;&7,;!$*II*#.!I&*#$!$A,$!

$%*..-%1!,))-;-%,$-'!);*4,$-!>,%4*#.!1$,%$1!$&!7-)&4-!1*.#*3*),#$!&#)-!,5-%,.-!

>&%;'>*'-!$-4I-%,$(%-1!%*1-!WHi0!,7&5-!I%-T*#'(1$%*,;!;-5-;1H!GA,$R1!;*9-;/!$&!A,II-#!

*#!$A-!UVOV1H In popular usage, tipping points refer to anything that changes suddenly. 

In science, it usually refers to a straw-that-broke-the-camel’s-back phenomenon, where 

a small change in input makes a big difference in outcome. When climate scientists talk 

about tipping points, they’re looking at a shift in feedback loops — the disruption of 

stabilizing feedback loops and the start of new ones that amplify change. Physicists refer 

to this as a positive feedback loop, but from our standpoint it won’t be beneficial. 

Scientists have documented dozens of regional and local climate tipping points. And 

long ago, the Earth experienced planet-wide tipping points when the climate whiplashed 

from an ice-free hothouse to a snowball and back again. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This argument can be really strong if you have a clear understanding of how the 

presidential election process works because it is a real-world scenario with impending impacts. 

It is important that when you run this argument, you keep your personal politics out of the 

round and focus solely on the priorities that Republican candidates may have versus the 

priorities of the incumbent. 

! !
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CON: Military presence forc es a tradeoff with other foreign 

policy initiatives  

 

2%.(4-#$? Political capital and resources are finite entities, so the US can only engage in many 

foreign policy initiatives at once. As such, it must choose which issues are most important. 

 

@,%%,#$? Increasing military presence in the Arctic requires tradeoff on another issue. 

 

Anderson, Terry L. & Grewell, J. Bishop. “The Greening of Foreign Policy.” Property 

and Environment Research Center, 2000,  

https://www.perc.org/wp-content/uploads/old/ps20.pdf. 

 

Greater international environmental regulation can increase international tension. 

=&%-*.#!I&;*)/!*1!,!7,.!&3!.&&'1!$A,$!*#);('-1!*11(-1!3%&4!3%--!$%,'-!$&!,%41!$%,'*#.!$&!

A(4,#!%*.A$1H!a,)A!#->!*11(-!*#!$A-!7,.!>-*.A1!*$!'&>#J!;-11-#*#.!$A-!3&)(1!&#!&$A-%!

*11(-1!,#'!-5-#!)%-,$*#.!)&#3;*)$1!7-$>--#!*11(-1H Increased environmental regulations 

could cause countries to lessen their focus on international threats of violence such as 

the sale of ballistic missiles or border conflicts between nations. As countries must 

watch over more and more issues arising in the international policy arena, they will 

stretch the resources necessary to deal with traditional international issues. 21!+)A,-3-%!

NUVVVJ!hQP!>%*$-1J!eZ-),(1-!'*I;&4,$*)!)(%%-#)/!*1!3*#*$-!H!H!H!*$!*1!)%*$*),;;/!*4I&%$,#$!

$A,$!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!3&)(1!*$1!'*I;&4,$*)!-33&%$1!&#!*11(-1!&3!I,%,4&(#$!*4I&%$,#)-!

$&!$A-!#,$*&#H!G%,'*$*&#,;;/J!$A-1-!I%*&%*$*-1!A,5-!7--#!&II&1*#.!A&1$*;-!'&4*#,$*&#!&3!

9-/!.-&.%,IA*)!%-.*&#1J!1(II&%$*#.!&(%!,;;*-1J!1-)(%*#.!5*$,;!%-1&(%)-1J!,#'!-#1(%*#.!

,))-11!$&!3&%-*.#!-)&#&4*-1Hf 

 

@,%%,#$? The US must continue to push back against Xi Jinping. 
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“To Counter China’s Rise, the U.S. Should Focus on Xi.” Politico, 28 Jan. 2021, 

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/01/28/china-foreign-policy-

long-telegram-anonymous-463120 

 

GA-!1*#.;-!4&1$!*4I&%$,#$!)A,;;-#.-!3,)*#.!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!*#!$A-!$>-#$/T3*%1$!

)-#$(%/!*1!$A-!%*1-!&3!,#!*#)%-,1*#.;/!,($A&%*$,%*,#!0A*#,!(#'-%!C%-1*'-#$!,#'!<-#-%,;!

+-)%-$,%/!]*!8*#I*#.H As Joe Biden assumes the presidency, it might be easy to see China 

as an obsession of Donald Trump that he’d do well to move past. "3!,#/$A*#.J!$A-!

&II&1*$-!*1!$%(-?!GA-!24-%*),#!,II%&,)A!$&!0A*#,!#--'1!4&%-!,#'!4&%-!3&)(1-'J!

,$$-#$*&#J!$A,#!,#/!@A*$-!^&(1-!A,1!/-$!.*5-#!*$H!GA*1!4*.A$!1--4!;*9-!&5-%1$,$-4-#$J!

.*5-#!$A-!1)&I-!&3!)A,;;-#.-1!$A*1!)&(#$%/!3,)-1J!7($!*$R1!#&$?!Z-),(1-!&3!$A-!1),;-!&3!

0A*#,R1!-)&#&4/!,#'!*$1!4*;*$,%/J!$A-!1I--'!&3!*$1!$-)A#&;&.*),;!,'5,#)-4-#$!,#'!*$1!

%,'*),;;/!'*33-%-#$!>&%;'5*->!3%&4!$A,$!&3!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1J!0A*#,R1!%*1-!#&>!

I%&3&(#';/!*4I,)$1!-5-%/!4,\&%!:H+H!#,$*&#,;!*#$-%-1$H This is a structural challenge 

that, to some extent, has been gradually emerging over the last two decades. The rise to 

power of Xi has greatly accentuated this challenge and accelerated its timetable. At 

home, Xi has returned China to classical Marxism-Leninism and fostered a quasi-Maoist 

personality cult, pursuing the systematic elimination of his political opponents. China’s 

market reforms have stalled and its private sector is now under increasingly direct forms 

of party control. Xi has also used ethnonationalism to unite his country against any 

challenges to his authority, internal or external. His treatment of recalcitrant ethnic 

minorities within China borders on genocide. Xi’s China increasingly resembles a new 

form of authoritarian police state. 2#'!*#!,!3(#',4-#$,;!'-I,%$(%-!3%&4!A*1!%*19T,5-%1-!

I&1$TF,&!I%-'-)-11&%1J!]*!A,1!'-4&#1$%,$-'!$A,$!A-!*#$-#'1!$&!I%&\-)$!0A*#,R1!

,($A&%*$,%*,#!1/1$-4J!)&-%)*5-!3&%-*.#!I&;*)/!,#'!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!>-;;!7-/&#'!A*1!

)&(#$%/R1!&>#!7&%'-%1!$&!$A-!>&%;'!,$!;,%.-H 

 

@,%%,#$? The US must stay the course in Ukraine. 

 



Con Arguments   Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  173 

 Hassel, Johan et al. “Why the United States Must Stay the Course on Ukraine.” Center  

for American Progress, 22 Feb 2023, https://www.americanprogress.org/article/ 

why-the-united-states-must-stay-the-course-on-ukraine/. 

 

Nearly one year ago, Russian troops invaded Ukraine expecting a rapid victory; little 

resistance from an overmatched Ukrainian army; and a tepid response from the United 

States and Europe. Instead, Russian President Vladimir Putin’s initial gambit faced fierce 

Ukrainian resistance backed by game-changing military, financial and diplomatic support 

from the United States and its Western allies. Putin also underestimated the will of 

Western nations to remain unified in their support for Ukraine and impose 

unprecedented economic sanctions against Russia. Now, after a series of humiliating 

retreats during the fall, Putin is launching a new offensive and digging in for the long 

haul—seemingly with the hope to wear down the Ukrainians and force fissures in U.S. 

and European support. "$!*1!4&%-!)%*$*),;!$A,#!-5-%!3&%!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!*$1!

I,%$#-%1!$&!1$,/!$A-!)&(%1-H!a5-#!,1!:9%,*#-!3,$*.(-!1-$1!*#J!$A-!),1-!%-4,*#1!1$%&#.!

$A,$!A-;I*#.!:9%,*#-!1-%5-1!24-%*),R1!#,$*&#,;!1-)(%*$/!*#$-%-1$1!,#'!'-4&)%,$*)!

5,;(-1H!2!'-3-,$!*#!:9%,*#-!>&(;'!7-!,!4,11*5-!1-$7,)9!3&%!'-4&)%,)/!,#'!(1A-%!*#!,!

4&%-!',#.-%&(1!,#'!(# 1$,7;-!>&%;'H!"$!)&(;'!-#)&(%,.-!E(11*,#!,..%-11*&#!,.,*#1$!

&$A-%!#-*.A7&%*#.!'-4&)%,)*-1J!$A%-,$-#!a(%&I-,#!,;;*-1J!,#'!I-%A,I1!3(%$A-%!

-47&;'-#!0A*#,!$&!$,9-!,)$*&#!,.,*#1$!G,*>,#H 

 

"4I,)$?  Absent this deterrence, a great power war could break out. 

 

 Garamone, Jim. “Milley Makes Case for Rules-Based Order, Deterrence in New Era.”  

US Department of Defense, 30 June 2023, 

https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3446709/milley-

makes-case-for-rules-based-order-deterrence-in-new-era/. 
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"So our task … is for … the United States military to maintain our current decisive 

advantage or lethality or readiness or competence by optimizing these technologies for 

the conduct of war," he said. "And we do this not to conduct war, but to deter great 

power war. Great power war is neither imminent nor inevitable. I believe that there's 

human choice. Our task is to continue to deter large scale war." GA-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!

4*;*$,%/!4(1$!%-4,*#!&5-%>A-;4*#.J!%-;,$*5-!$&!,#/!&$A-%!)&(#$%/J!7-),(1-!k$A,$!.-$1!

$&!$A-!5-%/!-11-#)-!&3!>A,$!'-$-%%-#)-!*1!,7&($Jk!F*;;-/!1,*'H!k"3!>-!A,5-!$A,$!I&>-%J!

,#'!>-!A,5-!$A-!>*;;!$&!(1-!*$J!,#'!$A,$!I&>-%!*1!9#&>#!$&!,#!,'5-%1,%/J!,#'!/&(!

,11(4-!$A-*%!,'5-%1,%/!*1!%,$*&#,;J!$A-#!$A-!I%&7,7*;*$/J!#&$!)-%$,*#$/J!7($!I%&7,7*;*$/!

*1!$A,$!'-$-%%-#)-!>*;;!I%-5,*;J!,#'!$A-!.%-,$!I&>-%!I-,)-!-1$,7;*1A-'!*#!WghiJ!>*;;!7-!

1(1$,*#-' . And then, we will have honored that sergeant at Normandy and made sure 

that it never happens again." 

 

"4I,)$?  A great power war would kill hundreds of millions of people. 

 

Garamone, Jim. “Milley Makes Case for Rules-Based Order, Deterrence in New Era.”  

US Department of Defense, 30 June 2023, 

https://www.defense.gov/News/News- 

Stories/Article/Article/3446709/milley-makes-case-for-rules-based-order- 

deterrence-in-new-era/. 

 

The rules-based international order was what that paratrooper's generation put in place 

to ensure a great powers war would not happen again. F*;;-/!#&$-'!$A,$ !7-$>--#!WgWh!

,#'!Wghi! ` !@&%;'!@,%!"!,#'!@&%;'!@,%!""!` !,II%&K*4,$-;/!WiV!4*;;*&#!I-&I;-!>-%-!

9*;;-'H!!k"$!>,1!$A-!4&1$!5*&;-#$!$A%--!'-),'-1!-5-%!%-)&%'-'!*#!A(4,#!A*1$&%/J!,;;!*#!

$A-!)&#'()$!&3!.%-,$!I&>-%!>,%Jk!$A-!.-#-%,;!1,*'H!kG>&!>&%;'!>,%1!,#'!OV!/-,%1J!$>&!

)&#$*#-#$1!'-1$%&/-'J!4*;;*&#1!9*;;-'J!4&%-!%-3(.--1!$A,#!,$!,#/!I&*#$!*#!A*1$&%/J!

1/1$-4*)!.-#&)*'-!&3!,#!-#$*%-!-$A#*)!,#'!%-;*.*&(1!)&44(#*$/H!2#'J!&3!)&(%1-J!$A-!

'%&II*#.!&3!$>&!#();-,%!>-,I&#1H!"$!>,1!,!.;&7,;!1;,(.A$-%A&(1-!7/!,#/!4-,1(%-H And 
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the world collectively said in 1945, never again." The peace established by this 

framework has lasted almost 80 years. It has proven its worth, but the rules-based 

international order is under great stress today, Milley said. "In particular, Russia's 

unprovoked and illegal invasion of Ukraine is a direct frontal assault on that rules-based 

international order," he said. "We are now well over a year into this invasion. The 

bravery and resilience of the Ukrainian people are truly an inspiration to us all." 

 

2#,;/1*1? This argument is good because it forces teams to explain how military presence in the 

Arctic can deter both Russia and China from gaining enough power to conduct an act of war. Do 

keep in mind that the great power war is well-researched from a topic last year, so your team 

also probably has some really good backfiles for this argument, too. 

! !
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CON: Military  presence hurts local residents  

 

2%.(4-#$? There is a shortage of volunteers to join the military in the US, which forces the 

nation to rely on PMCs who commit war crimes against residents in the areas they occupy. 

 

@,%%,#$? There is a shortage of military personnel. 

 

 Staine-Pyne, Erin M. “The Uncertain Future of the U.S. Military’s All-Volunteer Force.”  

Council on Foreign Relations, 18 July 2023, https://www.cfr.org/blog/uncertain- 

future-us-militarys-all-volunteer-force#:~:text=The%20shortage%20is%20 

blamed%20on,less%20qualified%20for%20military%20service. 

 

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of United States’ all-volunteer military force. It 

also coincides with one of the worst recruiting years for the U.S. military since 1973. GA-!

,%4/!4*11-'!*$1!UVUU!%-)%(*$*#.!.&,;!7/!3*3$--#!$A&(1,#'!1&;'*-%1J!,#'!$A-!,%4/J!,*%!

3&%)-J!,#'!#,5/!,;;!-KI-)$!$&!4*11!$A-*%!.&,;1!*#!UVUOH!GA-!1A&%$,.-!*1!7;,4-'!&#!,!

)&#3;(-#)-!&3!'&4-1$*)!*11(-1?!,!)&4I-$*$*5-!\&7!4,%9-$J!;,)9!&3!*#TI-%1&#!%-)%(*$*#.!

'(%*#.!$A-!I,#'-4*)J!,#'!,!I&I(;,$*&#!&3!/&(#.!,'(;$1!>A&!, %-!;-11!*#3&%4-'J!;-11!

*#$-%-1$-'J!,#'!;-11!m(,;*3*-'!3&%!4*;*$,%/!1-%5*)-H The lack of qualified recruits has 

received a lot of attention, but the fact that our young population does not see the 

value of military service should also ignite great concern. 

 

@,%%,#$?!To increase its military presence in the Arctic, the US must turn to PMCs. 

 

 Isenberg, David. “Security Contractors and U.S. Defense: Lessons Learned from Iraqand  

Afghanistan.” CATO Institute, 14 June 2011, https://www.cato.org/publications/ 

commentary/security-contractors-us-defense-lessons-learned-iraq-afghanistan 
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A look through that lens reveals that contractors are fully integrated into U.S. national 

security and other government functions. To paraphrase a popular commercial about 

the American Express credit card, the United States cannot go to war without them. GA-!

4&1$!*4I&%$,#$!%-,1&#!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!%-;*-1!&#!CF+01!*1!7-),(1-!&3!4,%9-$!3&%)-1J!

*3!#&$!3&%!$A-!%-,1&#!)&44&#;/!&33-%-'H Although it is frequently argued that PMSCs 

are more efficient or cost effective than using regular military forces, there simply isn’t 

enough empirical evidence to make that case. E,$A-%J!$A-!:H+H!.&5-%#4-#$R1!A(.-!,#'!

.%&>*#.!%-;*,#)-!&#!I%*5,$-!)&#$%,)$&%1!*1!,#!,$$-4I$!$&!3*K!,!4*14,$)A!7-$>--#!.&,;1!

,#'!%-1&(%)-1?!GA-!:H+H!.&5-%#4-#$!A,1!,11(4-'!$A-!%&;-!&3!.(,%,#$&%!&3!.;&7,;!

1$,7*;*$/!,$!,!$*4-!>A-#!$A-!24-%*),#!I(7;*)!*1!(#>*;;*#.!$&!I%&5*'-!$A-!%-1&(%)-1!

#-)-11,%/!$&!1(II&%$!$A*1!1$%,$-./H!C%*5,$-!)&#$%,)$&%1!3*;;!$A-!.,I!7-$>--#!

.-&I&;*$*),;!.&,;1!,#'!I&;*$*),;!4-,#1H  The low visibility and presumed low cost of 

private contractors appeal to those who favor a global U.S. military presence but fear 

that such a strategy cannot command public support. Furthermore, by using 

contractors, the United States can also shift responsibility and blame for its actions 

when convenient or necessary.  

 

"4I,)$?  PMCs lack accountability for their actions and commit war crimes. 

 

 Osakwe, Chukwuma & Ubong Essien Umoh. “Private Military Contractors, War Crimes  

and International Humanitarian Law.” Scientia Militaria, May 2014,  

https://doaj.org/article/d53515774c924b099a74d82639ee5f1a 

 

As regards criminal acts carried out during warfare, the field activities of  PMCs seem to 

be marred by a lack of satisfactory legislative regulation and enforceable jurisdiction. 

CF01!1--4!$&!&I-%,$-!*#!,!;-.,;!5,)((4!>*$A!$A-*%!&I-%,$*&#,;!,)$*5*$*-1!%-;,$*5-;/!

(#%-.(;,$-'H  This has compelled the need to examine the challenges the expanding role 

PMCs have on IHL. CF01!&I-%,$-!*#!,!A*.A;/!)&4I-$*$*5-!.;&7,;!4,%9-$I;,)-!,#'!&3$-#!

$-#'!$&!-KI;&%-!&I-%,$*&#,;!&I$*&#1!$A,$!>&(;'!.,*#!$A-4!$A-!m(*)9-1$!5*)$&%/!>*$A!
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$A-!;&>-1$!),1(,;$/!)&1$!&#!$A-*%!1*'-H!"#!4&1$!),1-1J!1()A!&I-%,$*&#,;!&I$*&#1!,%-!#&$!

'-5&*'!&3!>,%!)%*4-1H War crimes carried out by PMCs remain a sensitive aspect that 

IHL is yet to tackle fully. Though there is specific reference to mercenaries in IHL, there is 

no such reference to PMCs in IHL treaties nor are they specifically regulated in 

customary international law. The absence of a discrete regulation of PMCs does not 

mean that there is no law applicable to them. The difficulty in applying IHL in terms of 

war crimes carried out by PMCs is accentuated by the burden of the command–

subordinate structure buried beneath the avalanche of contractors and subcontractors. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This argument is good because research shows PMCs are not held accountable for 

their actions, which means even steps to minimize their harms are ineffective. 

 

! !
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!

CON: Military presence increases defense  spending  

 

2%.(4-#$? The US defense budget is massive, and increasing presence in the Arctic requires a 

significant increase in that budget due to the infrastructure and resources necessary to combat 

the frigid climate. Unfortunately, an increase in spending would harm economic growth. 

 

@,%%,#$? US defense spending is at an all-time high. 

 

“Department of Defense Releases the President's Fiscal Year 2024 Defense Budget.” US  

Department of Defense, 13 Mar. 2023, 

https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/ 

Release/Article/3326875/department-of-defense-releases-the-presidents-fiscal- 

year-2024-defense-budget/#:~:text=On%20March%209%2C%202023%2C%20 

the,billion%20more%20than%20FY%202022. 

 

The United States has the strongest military in the world because we have the best 

team in the world. And we owe it to the brave men and women who serve to take care 

of our people and their families. So this budget includes the largest military and civilian 

pay raise in decades, and it builds on progress we've already made to make life a little 

easier by lowering every day costs, including by reducing the cost of goods in the 

commissary and making childcare more accessible and affordable. As the Secretary of 

Defense, my priority will always be to ensure that our forces are ready and resilient, and 

that our military remains the world's preeminent fighting force, today, tomorrow, and 

for generations to come. I look forward to working with Congress to support the 

President's request." M#!F,%)A!gJ!UVUOJ!$A-!Z*'-#T̂ ,%%*1!2'4*#*1$%,$*&#!1(74*$$-'!$&!

0&#.%-11!,!I%&I&1-'!=*1),;![-,%!N=[P!UVUh!Z('.-$!%-m(-1$!&3!plhU!7*;;*&#!3&%!$A-!

_-I,%$4-#$!&3!_-3-#1-!N_&_PJ!,#!*#)%-,1-!&3!pUQ!7*;;*&#!&5-%!=[!UVUO!;-5-;1!,#'!pWVV!

7*;;*&#!4&%-!$A,#!=[!UVUUH  
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@,%%,#$? Increasing military presence in the Arctic would be costly. 

 

 Evans, Alec. “Why we should put a freeze on Arctic militarization.” Responsible  

Statecraft, 30 Aug 2021, https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/08/30/why-we- 

should-put-a-freeze-on-arctic-militarization/. 

 

There is also the question of U.S. national security priorities. Why should Washington 

spend exorbitant sums fortifying the Arctic with specialized, expensive equipment when 

it has more pressing concerns in other regions? 2%)$*)!7,1-1!,%-!-KI-#1*5-!,#'!

I,* #1$,9*#.!$&!7(*;'!,#'!&I-%,$-J!,!I%&7;-4!$A,$!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!>*;;!-K,)-%7,$-H!GA-!

#-K$!.-#-%,$*&#!&3!*)-7%-,9-%1!)&1$!7-$>--#!pXVV!4*;;*&#!,#'!pW!7*;;*&#!-,)AJ!,#'!

$A-/!,%-#R$!-K,)$;/!'-1*.#-'!$&!)&#'()$!3%--'&4!&3!#,5*.,$*&#!-K-%)*1-1!*#!$A-!+&($A!

0A*#,!+-,H This isn’t to say that the country should avoid building any icebreakers, but 

policymakers must budget defense spending with a clear understanding of its national 

security priorities in mind. 

 

@,%%,#$? An increase in spending is unnecessary – the Arctic issue is overhyped. 

 

 Carr, Nicholas. “A Case Against Significant Military Expenditure in the Arctic.” United  

States Naval War College, 14 May 2021, 

https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/trecms/pdf/AD1144356.pdf. 

 

China views this region as a critical link in their One Belt One Road initiative. Arctic 

nations are reopening old bases, moving forces, and reinvigorating regional exercises. 

These trends will persist in the decades ahead. We must continue to operate forward 

and posture our forces appropriately.” ^&>-5-%J!$A-!:H+H!6,5/!1A&(;'!,5&*'!

&5-%)&44*$$*#.!3&%)-1!$&!$A-!2%)$*)!7-),(1-J!$A-!2%)$*)R1!-)&#&4*)!*4I&%$,#)-!*1!

&5-%A/I-'!,1!2%)$*)!$%,#1I&%$,$*&#!,#'!%-1&(%)-!-K$%,)$*&#!*1!&3!4,%.*#,;!-)&#&4*)!
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3-,1*7*;*$/J!0A*#,R1!*#$-%-1$!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!*1!-)&#&4*)!,#'!'&-1!#&$!)&#3;*)$!>*$A!&%!

$A%-,$-#!,#/!:H+H!*#$-%-1$1J!E(11*,R1!4*;*$,%/!7(*;'(I!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!'&-1!#&$!

1*.#*3*),#$;/!-#A,#)-!E(11*,R1!,7*;*$/!$&!I%&\-)$!I&>-%!,.,*#1$!24-%*),J!,#'!*$!*1!

$,)$*),;;/!(#1&(#'!3&%!$A-!6,5/R1!1(%3,)-!)&47,$,#$1!,#'!,*%)%,3$!),%%*-%1!$&!3*.A$!*#!

*)-T)&5-%-'!,%-,1H A shift of U.S. Naval forces North of the Bering Straits will do little to 

promote U.S. national interest and is therefore a poor allocation of limited military and 

economic resources. Such a shift would not only be extraneous to America’s national 

interests, it could further heighten tensions in a historically peaceful and cooperative 

region. 

 

"4I,)$?  Increased deficit spending hurts economic growth. 

 

 Rooney, Bryan et al. “How Does Defense Spending Affect Economic Growth?” RAND  

Corporation, 2021, https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA739-

2.html. 

 

Although economists are not sure exactly when or to what extent U.S. public debt will 

begin to undermine economic growth, they generally believe that the United States will 

begin to see negative effects if public debt continues to rise. The debt-to-GDP ratio 

cannot grow indefinitely; eventually, public debt must be repaid or defaulted on. =->!

m(-1$*&#!$A-!1&;5-#)/!&3!$A-!:H+H!.&5-%#4-#$!&5-%!$A-!3&%-1--,7;-!3($(%-J!,;$A&(.A!,1!

I(7;*)!'-7$!%*1-1J!*#5-1$&%1!>*;;!5*->!:H+H!'-7$!,1!,#!*#)%-,1*#.;/!%*19/!*#5-1$4-#$H!GA*1!

%*19!4*.A$!%-3;-)$!-*$A-%!,!I-%)-*5-'!*#)%-,1-!*#!'-3,(;$!%*19!&%!,#!*#)%-,1-!*#!$A-!

;*9-;*A&&'!$A,$!,''*$*&#,;!4&#-/!>*;;!7-!I%*#$-'!$&!1-%5*)-!:H+H!I(7;*)!'-7$H!Z&$A!

>&(;'!;-,'!*#5-1$&%1!$&!'-4,#'!A*.A-%!*#$-%-1$!%,$-1!$&!A&;'!:H+H!I(7;*)!'-7$J!>A*)A!

>&(;'!A,4I-%!-)&#&4*)!.%&>$AH High public debt also generally reduces the amount of 

funds available for investment, leading to crowding out of private investment. To the 

extent that rising public debt is eventually paid for through future tax increases, doing 

this will reduce growth as well, as we showed earlier.  



Con Arguments   Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  182 

 

2#,;/1*1? This is a good argument because it is incredibly logical, and it can be implicated in a 

number of ways. Hurting economic growth could be bad because it hurts small businesses, 

affects discretionary spending on an individual level, etc. 
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CON: Military presence in the Arctic creates more greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

 

2%.(4-#$?!Military activity in the Arctic will worsen the impacts of climate change.  

!

@,%%,#$?!Arctic competition releases greenhouse gasses 

 

Mathis, Joel. “The new Cold War in the Arctic, explained”, The Week, 22 June 2023, 

https://theweek.com/climate-change/1024426/the-new-cold-war-in-the-arctic-

explained.  

 

Plenty. The BBC reported the Arctic region could be home 160 billion barrels of oil and 

30% of the planet's undiscovered natural gas. And because the Arctic is mostly water — 

unlike Antarctica, a land mass — there is no treaty protecting it from international 

development. "Commercial industry stands to gain access to billions of dollars' worth of 

resources—in the forms of oil, natural gas, critical minerals, and fisheries," Foreign 

Policy reported. But $A-%-r1!,;1&!I;-#$/!&3!%&&4!3&%!)&#1-m(-#)-1H!GA-!*#)%-,1-'!

)&4I-$*$*&#!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!>*;;!k,))-;-%,$-!1-,!*)-!4-;$J!&)-,#!,)*'*3*),$*&#J!,#'!%*1*#.!

$-4I-%,$(%-1Hk!GA,$r1!7,'!3&%!$A-!I;,#-$!,#'!3&%!I-&I;-?!k2%)$*)!#,$*&#1J!"#'*.-#&(1!

I&I(;,$*&#1J!,#'!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!.%&(I1k!,%-!,;%-,'/!3,)*#.!*#)%-,1-'!$-#1*&#1!,1!,!

%-1(;$!&3!$A-!%*5,;%*-1H! 

!

@,%%,#$?!Military equipment increases emissions.  

 

Carliner, Sam. “Arctic military build-up poses new geopolitical and climate risks”, 

Responsible Statecraft, 29 Aug 2022, 

https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/29/arctic-military-build-up-poses-

new-geopolitical-and-climate-risks/.  
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She explained that %&(.A;/!OV!I-%)-#$!&3!$A-!4*;*$,%/R1!-4*11*&#1!)&4-!3%&4!

e*#1$,;;,$*&#!-4*11*&#1Jf meaning the energy use of military bases and other 

installations. GA-!&$A-%!XV!I-%)-#$!)&4-1!3%&4!e&I-%,$*&#,;!-4*11*&#1Jf or the energy 

use of all training, missions, transport, and other activities. eG&!7&*;!*$!'&>#J!,#/$A*#.!

$A,$!*#5&;5-1!$%,#1I&%$,$*&#!*1!,#!-4*$$-%!&3!1-%*&(1!1*.#*3*),#)-Jf!Crawford said. With 

this context, *#)%-,1-'!4*;*$,%/!,)$*5*$*-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,%-!;*9-;/!$&!%-1(;$!*#!*#)%-,1-'!

-4*11*&#1!*3!,)$*5*$*-1!,%-!#&$!%-'()-'!-;1->A-%-H Crawford elaborated that ,*%)%,3$!*#!

I,%$*)(;,%!)&#$%*7($-!$&!$A-!XV!I-%)-#$!&3!&I-%,$*&#,;!-4*11*&#1H!GA*1!*1!#&$,7;-!.*5-#!

$A,$!$A-!:H+H!2*%!=&%)-!%-I&%$-';/!A,1!$A-!;,%.-1$!I%-1-#)-!&3!,#/!4*;*$,%/!7%,#)A!*#!

$A-!2%)$*)H 

!

@,%%,#$?!Military activity in the Arctic has already had negative impacts on the environment. 

 

Last, John. “‘Nature is being destroyed’: Russia’s arms buildup in Barents Sea creating 

toxic legacy”, The Guardian, 24 July 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jul/24/russia-barents-sea-

toxic-legacy-military-buildup-mining-shipping-indigenous.  

 

GA-!(#I%-)-'-#$-'!#->!4*;*$,%/!7(*;'( I!A,1!-KI-%$1!)&#)-%#-'!,7&($!'-5,1$,$*#.!

%-1(;$1!3&%!$A-1-!'-;*),$-!2%)$*)!-)&1/1$-41H!"$!*1!,;%-,'/!,4&#.!$A-!4&1$!I&;;($-'!

I;,)-1!&#!a,%$AH 0(%%-#$1!$A,$!),%%/!>,%4!>,$-%!3%&4!$A-!2$;,#$*)!M)-,#!*#$&!$A-!

Z,%-#$1!+-,!4,9-!*$!&#-!&3!$A-!>&%;'R1!.%-,$!4,%*#-!.,%7,.-!I,$)A-1J  while decades of 

Soviet nuclear tests, the dumping of radioactive waste, and *#'(1$%*,;!I&;;($*&#!A,5-!

;-3$!4,#/!>,$-%>,/1!A*.A;/!$&K*)J!)&#$%*7($*#.!$&!-;-5,$-'!%,$-1!&3!'*1-,1-!,4&#.!

;&),;!I-&I;-H  GA-!;,$-1$!4*;*$,%/!7(*;'(I!A,1!,;%-,'/!%-1(;$-'!*#!,#!*#)%-,1-!*#!

>-,I&#1!$-1$*#.!,#'!4,%*#-!$%,33*)J!*#);('*#.!3%&4!#->!,#'!%-3(%7*1A-'!#();-,%T

I&>-%-'!*)-7%-,9-%1!,#'!1(74,%*#-1!t !>*$A!$A-!,$$-#',#$!%*19!&3!#();-,%!,))*'-#$1H 
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@,%%,#$?!The US military is unprepared to act sustainably and environmentally conscious in the 

Arctic. 

 

Colarossi, Natalie. “Amid Militarized-Arctic Fears Pentagon Warns Climate Change 

Damaging Bases”, Newsweek, 16 Apr 2022, https://www.newsweek.com/amid-

militarized-arctic-fears-pentagon-warns-climate-change-damaging-bases-

1698456. !

 

"#1I-)$&%1!5*1*$*#.!$A-!1*K!#&%$A-%#4&1$!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!7,1-1!;,1$!/-,%!3&(#'!$A,$!#&#-!

A,'!*4I;-4-#$-'!,11-114-#$1!&%!I;,#1!$&!I%-I,%-!3&%!$A-!;&#.T$-%4!-33-)$1!&3!,!

>,%4*#.!I;,#-$H!:#'-%!,!UVWQ!_M_!'*%-)$*5-!titled “Climate Change Adaptation and 

Resilience,” 4,\&%!4*;*$,%/!*#1$,;;,$*&#1!,%-!%-m(*%-'!$&!*#$-.%,$-!#-)-11,%/!);*4,$-!

)A,#.-!)&#1*'-%,$*&#1!,#'!,''%-11!,#/!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!%*191!*#!$A-*%!I&;*)*-1H The 

report found that e4&1$!*#1$,;;,$*&#!;-,'-%1!,$!$A-!1*K!*#1$,;;,$*&#1!>-!5*1*$-'!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!,#'!1(7T2%)$*)!%-.*&#!>-%-!(#3,4*;*,%!>*$A!4*;*$,%/!*#1$,;;,$*&#!%-1*;*-#)-!

I;,##*#.!%-m(*%-4-#$1J!I%&)-11-1J!,#'!$&&;1Hf!The report found that $A*1!*1!'(-!*#!I,%$!

$&!,!;,)9!&3!$%,*#*#.!,#'!.(*',#)-!3%&4!$A-!3-'-%,;!.&5-%#4-#$H 

 

"4I,)$?! Melting ice in the Arctic will increase the frequency of deadly floods.!!

!

Jacobo, Julia. “Melting Arctic ice will have catastrophic effects on the world, experts say. 

Here's how.” ABC News, 24 Dec 2021, 

https://abcnews.go.com/International/melting-arctic-ice-catastrophic-effects-

world-experts/story?id=81588333.  

 

2!7*$!k)&(#$-%*#$(*$*5-;/Jk!$A-!;&11!3%&4!$A-!<%--#;,#'!*)-!1A--$!>*;;!A,5-!*$1!.%-,$-1$!

*4I,)$!&#!I;,)-1!3,%!,>,/!3%&4!$A-!2%)$*)J!*#!;&>!;,$*$('-1!1()A!,1!+&($A!24-%*),!'(-!

$&!)A,#.-1!*#!$A-!.;&7,;!&)-,#!)(%%-#$1J Twila Moon, an Arctic scientist with the 

National Snow and Ice Data Center and one of the authors of the Arctic Report Card, 
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told ABC News. +-,!;-5-;!%*1-!3%&4!4-;$*#.!,#'!)&#$*#(-'!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!>*;;!

-K,)-%7,$-!)&,1$,;!-%&1*&#J!3;&&'!,%-,1!$A,$!A,'!I%-5*&(1;/!#-5-%!1--#!3;&&'*#.!,#'!

-5-#!*#)%-,1-!*#;,#'!3;&&'*#.!,1!$A-!1,;$/!&)-,#!>,$-%1!)A,#.-!.%&(#'>,$-%!$,7;-1!

,#'!*#(#',$-!3%-1A>,$-%!%-1&(%)-1J!Moon said. k"3!/&(!;&&9!,$!>A-%-!A(4,#*$/!;*5-1J!,!

.%-,$!I%&I&%$*&#!&3!A(4,#*$/!;*5-1!%*.A$!,$!$A-!)&,1$;*#-1!,%&(#'!$A-!>&%;'Jk he said. 

k2#'!*3!/&(!;&&9!,$!>A-%-!4&1$!&3!$A-!7*.J!4-.,!)*$*-1!,%-J!$A-/r%-!%*.A$!,;&#.!

)&,1$;*#-1?!6->![&%9J!L&1!2#.-;-1J!+,#!=%,#)*1)&Hk 

 

"4I,)$?!"#)%-,1-'!3;&&'*#.!I($1!OVV!4*;;*&#!;*5-1!,$!%*19H!

!

MacNamara, Kelly. “Coastal cities face their mortality on the climate ‘frontline’”, Phys, 

23 June 2021, https://phys.org/news/2021-06-coastal-cities-mortality-climate-

frontline.html. 

 

E&(.A;/!,!$-#$A!&3!$A-!>&%;'r1!I&I(;,$*&#!,#'!,11-$1!,%-!7,1-'!;-11!$A,#!WV!4-$%-1!

NOO!3--$P!,7&5-!1-,!;-5-;H!k+$%()$(%,;;/J!,!;&$!&3!)*$*-1!,%-!1-$!(I!*#!,;4&1$!$A-!-K,)$!

>%&#.!I;,)-!3&%!,!>&%;'!>*$A!%*1*#.!1-,1Jk!says Ben Strauss, CEO and chief scientist at 

Climate Central. C&%$1!,#'!,*%I&%$1!,%-!7(*;$!&#!$A-!5-%/!3;,$$-1$J!;&>-1$!;,#'!I&11*7;-H!

"Sea level used to be stable," Strauss explains. "Not anymore." L,#'!)(%%-#$;/!A&4-!$&!

OVV!4*;;*&#!I-&I;-!>*;;!7-!5(;#-%,7;-!$&!,##(,;!3;&&'*#.!7/!UViVJ!according to his 

research. GA&1-!;-,1$!,7;-!$&!,33&%'!$&!I%&$-)$!$A-41-;5-1!>*;;!;*9-;/!7-!A*$!A,%'-1$H 

 

2#,;/1*1?!GA*1!*1!,!I-%$*#-#$!,%.(4-#$!'(-!$&!$A-!%-;-5,#)/!&3!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!*#!$A-!1$,$(1!

m(&H!GA-!2%)$*)!*1!(#*m(-;/!*4I,)$-'!7/!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!'(-!$&!$A-!.;,)*-%1!4-;$*#.J!>A*)A!

)%-,$-1!,!5,%*-$/!&3!;,%.-J!A*.ATI%&7,7*;*$/!*4I,)$1H!GA-!>,%%,#$1!$A,$!4&%-!4*;*$,%/!7(*;'(I!

>*;;!-K,)-%7,$-!);*4,$-!*11(-1!,%-!5-%/!1$%&#.H!"$!4*.A$!7-!>&%$A!4,9*#.!$A-!,%.(4-#$!$A,$!

1*#)-!>-R%-!1--*#.!$A-!*4I,)$1!&3!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!%*.A$!#&>J!$A,$!$A-1-!*4I,)$1!,%-!4&%-!

I%&7,7;-!$A,#!$A-!&$A-%!1*'-1!*4I,)$1!&3!>,%J!-$)H  
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CON: Military presence antagonizes Russia.  

 

2%.(4-#$?!A larger US military presence will only further embolden and antagonize Russia. 

 

@,%%,#$? Russia is antagonized by NATO presence 

 

Simon, Maxwell and Alexandra Huber. “Bad Idea? Aggressively Countering Russian 

Action in the Arctic”, Defense360 CSIS, 20 Dec 2019, 

https://defense360.csis.org/bad-idea-aggressively-countering-russian-action-in-

the-arctic/.  

 

Given limited resources,!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!62GM!1A&(;'!7-!3&)(1*#.!&#!%-.*&#1!&3!

-K*1$*#.!)&#$-#$*&#!>*$A!E(11*,J!#&$!1*4I;/!1A*3$*#.!4*;*$,%/!),I,7*;*$*-1!$&!,!%-.*&#!&($!

&3!1&4-!*;;T'-3*#-'!#--'!$&!e4,$)Af!E(11*,H!2..%-11*5-;/!%-7,;,#)*#.!E(11*,!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!*1!also #&$!'-1*%,7;-H!GA-%-!,%-!4,#/!3-,1*7;-!1)-#,%*&1!>A-%-!4*;*$,%/!

)&#3%&#$,$*&#!)&(;'!7%-,9!&($—over resource competition, territorial disputes, and 

unsanctioned passage through the Northern Sea Route, to name a few. But $A-!4&1$!

I;,(1*7;-!1)-#,%*&!$A,$!)&(;'!'%*5-!4*;*$,%/!)&#3;*)$!,#'!.%-,$-%!3%-m(-#)/!&3!E(11*,#!

4*;*$,%/!-K-%)*1-1!*1!,!;,%.-%!62GM!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-H!<*5-#!F&1)&>R1!1-#1*$*5*$/!$&!

1$%,$-.*)!-#)*%);-4-#$J!,!)&#)-%#!$A,$!A,1!-K$-#'-'!*#$&!$A-!2%)$*)J!*#)%-,1*#.!62GM!

&I-%,$*&#1!,%-!;*9-;/!$&!)&#$%*7($-!$&!$A-!1-)(%*$/!'*;-44,!,#'!*#)%-,1-!$A-!;*9-;*A&&'!

&3!4*1I-%)-I$*&#!,#'!4*1),;)(;,$*&#J!(#'-%4*#*#.!1$%,$-.*)!1$,7*;*$/!*#!,!%,I*';/!

)A,#.*#.!%-.*&#!>A-%-!$A-%-!*1!)(%%-#$;/!#&!4-)A,#*14!3&%!'*,;&.(-!&#!1-)(%*$/!

*11(-1H 

@,%%,#$?!Increased military presence is not the answer to peace in the Arctic. 
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Wall, Colin and Njord Wegge. “The Russian Arctic Threat: Consequences of the Ukraine 

War”, CSIS, 25 Jan 2023, https://www.csis.org/analysis/russian-arctic-threat-

consequences-ukraine-war.  

 

Taken together, the three documents seem to indicate ,#!,'4*#*1$%,$*&#!$A,$!>*;;!$,9-!

%-.*&#,;!$A%-,$1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!1-%*&(1;/!,#'!>*;;!;*9-;/!)&#$*#(-!$&!1A&>!&)),1*&#,;!

I%-1-#)-!,#'!I,%$*)*I,$-!*#!-K-%)*1-1J!7($!$A,$!>*;;!I%-3-%!),($*&(1!,)$*&#1!1&!,1!#&$!$&!

$A%-,$-#!$A-!%-;,$*5-!1$,7*;*$/!&3!$A-!%-.*&#H Doing so allows the administration to focus 

on other geopolitical priorities, like China, and not excessively complicate other regional 

priorities like climate change research and economic development. One finding from 

this paper that may therefore be of interest is that $A-%-!,%-!*#'*%-)$J!;*.A$T$&()A!>,/1!

$&!-#A,#)-!2%)$*)!1-)(%*$/?!effective imposition of the sanctions regime concerning 

dual-use computer chips seems to be one way to diminish the conventional Russian 

threat in the Arctic!$A,$!'&-1!#&$!*#5&;5-!'-I;&/*#.!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!,11-$1!&%!I-%1&##-;!$&!

$A-!%-.*&#H!"3!$A-!,'4*#*1$%,$*&#!*1!1--9*#.!$&!7,;,#)-!$A-!#--'!$&!I%&$-)$!,;;*-1!,#'!

I,%$#-%1!>*$A!,!'-1*%-!$&!#&$!&5-%;/!4*;*$,%*S-!$A-!%-.*&#J!$A*1!)&(;'!7-!#&$,7;-H 

 

@,%%,#$: Russia is not a big security threat.  

 

English, Robert D. “Why an Arctic arms race would be a mistake”, ArcticToday, 18 June 

2020, https://defense360.csis.org/bad-idea-aggressively-countering-russian-

action-in-the-arctic/.  

 

GA*1!*1!,#&$A-%!A*1$&%*)!4*1$,9-J!#&$!&#;/!7-),(1-!*$!)&(;'!;-,'!$&!)&1$;/!,#'!',#.-%&(1!

)&#3%&#$,$*&#!*#!,#!-K$%-4-;/!3%,.*;-!%-.*&#J!7($!7-),(1-!*$1!-#$*%-!I%-4*1-!*1!3,;1-H!

Once a superpower rival in the High North, E(11*,R1!2%)$*)!I%-1-#)-!*4I;&'-'!,3$-%!$A-!

0&;'!@,%!;-,5*#.!24-%*),!,#'!*$1!62GM!,;;*-1!4*;*$,%*;/!'&4*#,#$H!E-$%-,$*#.!3%&4!

%*5,;%/J!E(11*,!\&*#-'!&$A-%!%-.*&#,;!1$,$-1!*#!,!#->!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;!$A,$!A,1!I%&5-'!,!

4&'-;!&3!1A,%-'!.;&7,;!.&5-%#,#)-J!3&1$-%*#.!)&&I-%,$*&#!*#!,%-,1!3%&4!
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-#5*%&#4-#$,;!I%&$-)$*&#!,#'!1-,%)A!,#'!%-1)(-!$&!)&44-%)*,;!1A*II*#.!,#'!3*1A-%*-1H 

Importantly, Arctic Council members agreed over a decade ago to settle any territorial 

disputes through the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea framework — 

and have scrupulously kept to that agreement. "$!*1!1*4I;/!3,;1-!$A,$!E(11*,!$A%-,$-#1!$&!

1-*S-!$A-!6&%$A!C&;-!1-,7-'!&%!&$A-%!2%)$*)!$-%%*$&%/J!or that China, a nonvoting 

observer at the Arctic Council, threatens to undermine the independence of regional 

states through its so-called “Polar Silk Road.” 

 

@,%%,#$?!The US should prioritize a strategy of diplomacy rather than militarization. 

 

Simon, Maxwell and Alexandra Huber. “Bad Idea? Aggressively Countering Russian 

Action in the Arctic”, Defense360 CSIS, 20 Dec 2019, 

https://defense360.csis.org/bad-idea-aggressively-countering-russian-action-in-

the-arctic/.  

 

GA-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!*$1!,;;*-1!4(1$!3*#'!,!>,/!$&!I%-1-%5-!$A-*%!*#3;(-#)-!*#!,#!

*#)%-,1*#.;/!*4I&%$,#$!%-.*&#!>*$A&($!4,9*#.!4*;*$,%/!)&#3;*)$!4&%-!;*9-;/H For one, 

improving intelligence, reconnaissance, surveillance (ISR) and communications 

infrastructure is a pivotal, though less antagonistic, way to improve Arctic operational 

readiness. The United States and its allies could utilize unmanned aerial systems, high 

altitude balloons, and satellites in highly elliptical orbits (HEO), which spend extended 

periods over the Arctic, to close the positioning, navigation, and timing (PNT) gap and 

monitor Russian assets in the region. Perhaps more importantly,!1*#)-!$A-%-!*1!)(%%-#$;/!

#&!2%)$*)!1-)(%*$/!3&%(4!$A,$!*#);('-1!E(11*,J!2%)$*)!1$,$-1!1A&(;'!(1-!62GMR1!

-1$,7;*1A-'!'*,;&.(-!)A,##-;1!>*$A!F&1)&>!$A%&(.A!$A-!62GMTE(11*,!0&(#)*;J as Dr. 

Rebecca Pincus has advocated. @A*;-!62GMR1!4*;*$,%/!3(#)$*&#!>&(;'!7-!

)&(#$-%I%&'()$*5-J!*$1!I&;*$*),;T&%.,#*S,$*&#,;!3(#)$*&#!)&(;'!A-;I!$&!;&>-%!$A-!

;*9-;*A&&'!&3!4*1)&44(#*),$*&#H!This forum would also open the possibility for greater 

collaboration on rules to govern the region as it becomes more accessible to other 
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actors. :; $*4,$-;/J!,$!,!$*4-!&3!-K$%-4-!%-.*&#,;!3;(KJ!*$!>&(;'!7-!,!7,'!*'-,!$&!

,..%-11*5-;/!%-7,;,#)-!$&!$A-!2%)$*)H 

 

@,%%,#$?!Militarization increases the likelihood of conflict. 

 

Elfar, Aliyah. “NATO’s Cold Response and the Implications of Militarization in the Arctic”, 

Columbia Climate School, 8 June 2022, 

https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2022/06/08/natos-cold-response-and-the-

implications-of-militarization-in-the-arctic/.  

 

"3!4*;*$,%*S,$*&#!)&#$*#(-1!$&!*#)%-,1-J!$-#1*&#!,#'!1-)%-)/!)&(;'!*#)%-,1-!$A-!%*19!&3!,!

4*1)&44(#*),$*&#!$A,$!>&(;'!\-&I,%'*S-!)&&I-%,$*&#!,#'!;-,'!$&!,!7%-,9'&>#!&3!$A-!

2%)$*)!0&(#)*;R1!.&5-%#,#)-J!)%()*,;!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!$%-,$*-1J!,#'!&$A-%!-11-#$*,;!

1$,#',%'1H!The Arctic Council is an intergovernmental assembly of the eight countries 

with Arctic territory. The forum cooperates to establish rules in the region and solve 

issues such as economic territory, environmental protection, and other regional 

problems. There has already been a scramble for Arctic resources, particularly minerals 

and fossil fuels, due to the volatility of energy prices dependent on the geopolitical 

climate. aK*1$*#.!)&#3;*)$1!,7&($!$-%%*$&%/J!1A*II*#.!%&($-1J!,#'!);,*41!$&!4*#-%,;!

%-1&(%)-1!,%-!,;%-,'/!$-1$*#.!$A-!;*4*$1!&3!$A-!1),$$-%-'!.&5-%#,#)-!&3!$A-!2%)$*)H! 

 

"4I,)$?! Threatening Russia risks nuclear war. 

 

Drozdiak, Natalia and Danielle Bochove. “The Arctic is the latest arena for NATO and 

Russia to flex their military muscle”, The Japan Times, 14 Mar 2023, 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/03/14/world/arctic-nato-russia-

military-flex/#:~:text=WORLD-

,The%20Arctic%20is%20the%20latest%20arena%20for%20NATO,to%20flex%20t
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heir%20military%20muscle&text=A%20submarine%20snakes%20through%20a,3

5%20fighter%20jets%20roar%20overhead..  

 

F&1)&>!A&(1-1!1&4-!&3!*$1!4&1$!*4I&%$,#$!1$%,$-.*)!,11-$1!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!*#);('*#.!

#();-,%T),I,7;-!,$$,)9!1(74,%*#-1! ` !,#'!$A&1-!)&(;'!*#)%-,1-!*#!*4I&%$,#)-!,1!C($*#!

1--91!&5-%!$*4-!$&!%-)&#1$*$($-!,!4*;*$,%/!A-,5*;/!'-I;-$-'!7/!$A-!)&#3;*)$!*#!:9%,*#-H 

:#'-%I*##*#.!$A-!'%*;;1!*1!,!1-#1-!$A,$!%-.,%';-11!&3!>A,$!A,II-#1!*#!:9%,*#-!(where 

Moscow’s troops are bogged down in a grinding war of attrition), 62GM!1$,$-1!,%-!

A-,'-'!*#$&!,!;&#. T$-%4!);*4,$-!&3!)&#3%&#$,$*&#!>*$A!E(11*,H 

 

"4I,)$?! Nuclear war between Russia and the US would kill 5 billion people overall. 

 

Cohen, Li. “Nuclear war between the U.S. and Russia would kill more than 5 billion 

people – just from starvation, study finds”, CBS News, 16 Aug 2022, 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/nuclear-war-5-billion-people-starvation-

deaths-study/.  

 

GA-!;,%.-1$!1)-#,%*&!-K,4*#-'J a week-long war involving 4,400 weapons and 150 Tg, 

or 330.6 billion pounds, of soot – 1()A!,1!&#-!$A,$!>&(;'!&))(%!7-$>--#!$A-!:H+HJ!*$1!

,;;*-1!,#'!E(11*,! t !>&(;'!9*;;!OQV!4*;;*&#!I-&I;-!'*%-)$;/!t !,#'!4&%-!$A,#!i!7*;;*&#!3%&4!

1$,%5,$*&#J the study said. The density of the soot would reduce global temperatures by 

more than 58ºF.  

 

2#,;/1*1?!This argument creates good clash against any sort of neg contention that argues the 

US needs to militarize the Arctic in order to combat Russia. The warrants explain that 

militarization would only make the situation worse and provoke Russia to act more aggressively 

in the region. The impact is so deadly that militarizing the Arctic is not worth the risk.! 

 !
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CON: Military presence antagonizes China and cedes 

cooperation.  

 

2%.(4-#$?!US-China geopolitical tensions are expanding into the Arctic.!

@,%%,#$?!China has demonstrated interest in the Arctic 

Breitenbauch, Henrik, et al. “Military and Environmental Challenges in the Arctic”, 

Carnegie Endowment, 28 Nov 2019, 

https://carnegieeurope.eu/2019/11/28/military-and-environmental-challenges-

in-arctic-pub-80424.  

GA*1!I%&7;-4!*1!-K,)-%7,$-'!7/!$A-!5*1*7;-!$-#1*&#1!3;&>*#.!3%&4!$A-!%*1*#.!1$%,$-.*)!

)&4I-$*$*&#!7-$>--# !$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!0A*#,H!At a meeting of the Arctic Council, a 

high-level intergovernmental forum, in early 2019,!@,1A*#.$&#!>,%#-'!&3!0A*#,R1!

.%&>*#.!*#$-%-1$!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!GA*1!*#)%-,1-'!,$$-#$*&#!*1!(#'&(7$-';/!%-,;` 7($!$A-!

$&#-!,#'!)&#$-#$!&3!$A-!:H+H!1$,$-4-#$!4,%9-'!,!1A*3$!$&>,%'!$A-!*#);(1*&#!&3!0A*#,T

%-;,$-'!.-&I&;*$*),;!*11(-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!0&(#)*;H!Politically at least, $A-!2%)$*)!*1!

7-)&4*#.!,#&$A-%!.;&7,;!$A-,$-%!3&%!;&#.T$-%4!1$%,$-.*)!)&4I-$*$*&#H Regardless of 

whether the Arctic will be engulfed by Sino-American competition, this puts pressure on 

U.S. allies and partners in the Arctic and challenges the already-strained stability in the 

area. GA-!.-&I&;*$*)1!&3!:H+HT0A*#-1-!)&4I-$*$*&#!*#!$A-!C,)*3*)!M)-,#!4,/!*#)%-,1*#.;/!

1--I!*#$&!$A-!2%)$*)H Furthermore, .%-,$-%!@-1$-%#!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!$&!

)&(#$-%!0A*#,!4*.A$!1$%-#.$A-#!E(11*,R1!'-4,#'!3&%!,!1-)(%*$/!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!

+&!>A*;-!0A*#,R1!1$%,$-./!'-3*#*$-;/!A,1!(#'-%;/*#.!1-)(%*$/!*4I;*),$*&#1J!)&(#$-%*#.!*$!

>*$A!,!$%,'*$*&#,;!62GM!I%-1-#)-!*#1$-,'!&3!'*I;&4,$*)!>&%9!*#!2%)$*)!3&%(41!4*.A$!7-!

)&(#$-%I%&'()$*5-H 

 

@,%%,#$?!US militarization of the Arctic would only strengthen ties between China and Russia.! 
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Limas-Villers, Heberto. “Frozen Cooperation: The Future of Arctic Cooperation”, 

American Security Project, 27 Apr 2022, 

https://www.americansecurityproject.org/frozen-cooperation-the-future-of-

arctic-cooperation/.  

 

Lastly, 4*;*$,%*S*#.!$A-!2%)$*)!.*5-1!0A*#,!,#'!E(11*,!,!)&44&#!),(1-!&#!>A*)A!$&!.%&>!

);&1-%!,1!7&$A!I(%1(-!,!1IA-%-!&3!*#3;(-#)-!>*$A*#!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#H!0A*#,!)&#1*'-%1!

*$1-;3!,!e#-,%T2%)$*)!1$,$-f as its 2018 white paper notes the region’s importance in 

fighting climate change, shortening shipping times, and improving access to natural 

resources. However, at best, Russia has expressed lukewarm enthusiasm towards 

China’s ambitions, as China has been constructing deep-sea ports and developing 

hydrocarbon projects. =%*)$*&#!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!&33-%1!,#!&II&%$(#*$/!$&!'%,>!&($!$A-!

'*5*1*&#1!,#'!)&#3;*)$1!*#!$A-!E(11*,T0A*#,!%-;,$*&#1A*IJ!1$*3;*#.!,#/!.%-,$!I&>-%!

7,;,#)*#.!,)$!$A-/!4*.A$!A&I-!$&!,)A*-5-!\&*#$;/H!"#)%-,1*#.!$-#1*&#1!>*$A!E(11*,!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!>&(;'!-#)&(%,.-!C($*#!$&!7(*;'!);&1-%!$*-1!>*$A!0A*#,J!4,9*#.!*$!'*33*)(;$!$&!

1-I,%,$-!7&$A!)&(#$%*-1!*#!$A-!;&#.!$-%4H 

 

@,%%,#$? Fears of Chinese militarization of the Arctic are overstated; militarization would be an 

inappropriate response. 

 

Lackenbauer, Whitney, et al. “Why China Is Not a Peer Competitor in the Arctic”, Journal 

of Indo-Pacific Affairs, 3 Oct 2022, 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/3172586/why-china-is-

not-a-peer-competitor-in-the-arctic/.  

 

GA-!2%)$*)!*1!#&$!,1!)-#$%,;!&%!*4I&%$,#$!$&!0A*#,!,1!$A-!>%*$*#.1!&3!4,#/!@-1$-%#!

2%)$*)!)&44-#$,$&%1!4*.A$!1(..-1$H!Z-*\*#.R1!4,*#!I%-&))(I,$*&#1!,%-!1$*;;!);&1-%!$&!

A&4-H!Taiwan still represents the PLA’s main strategic direction, with other clear 

priorities including the East China Sea, the South China Sea, and China’s borders with 
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India and North Korea.45 The PLA’s priorities, as expressed by its shipbuilding and force 

design, certainly demonstrate this focus on China’s near-abroad (Taiwan and taking full 

control of the disputed waters of the South China Sea in particular). In short, the closer a 

region is to China, the more important it is to Beijing, with Chinese strategists viewing 

the world as a series of concentric circles of decreasing priority. Beyond Asia, Chinese 

attention is given to Africa, Europe, and then the Americas. @A*;-!$A*1!4-,#1!0A*#,!>*;;!

%*19!(#'-%$,9*#.!I%&5&),$*5-!,)$*&#1!);&1-%!$&!A&4-J!1()A!,1!4*;*$,%/!-K-%)*1-1!#-,%!

G,*>,#!&%!$A-!CL2R1!)&#1$%()$*&#!,#'!3&%$*3*),$*&#!&3!,%$*3*)*,;!*1;,#'1!*#!$A-!+&($A!

0A*#,!+-,J!*$!'&-1!#&$!4-,#!0A*#,!>*;;!'&!1&!*#!$A-!)&4I,%,$*5-;/!'*1$,#$!2%)$*)H <*5-#!

$A-!14,;;!0A*#-1-!3&&$I%*#$!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,#'!A/I&$A-$*),;!4*;*$,%/!$A%-,$!*#!&%!$A%&(.A!

$A-!2%)$*)J!>A,$!,))&(#$1!3&%!$A-!5*.&%!>*$A!>A*)A!4,#/!I&;*$*),;!,#'!,),'-4*)!

)&44-#$,$&%1!*#1*1$!$A,$!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!*$1!2%)$*)!1$,$-!,;;*-1!4(1$!4&(#$!,!

4*;*$,%/!%-1I&#1-!$&!0A*#,!*#!$A-!%-.*&#B!Narratives tend to conflate the more 

hypothetical risk that China poses as an international actor in the Arctic with the real 

risk that Beijing already poses as a regional actor in the Pacific. GA-!',#.-%!*1!$A,$!&5-%T

*#3;,$-'!&%!4*1I;,)-'!3-,%1!,7&($!0A*#,R1!4*;*$,%/!$A%-,$!$&!,#'!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!4,/!I%&5-!

$&!7-!,!1$%,$-.*)!'*1$%,)$*&#J!diverting Arctic states’ attention and defense resources 

from elsewhere. In this sense, I%-4,$(%-;/!-;-5,$*#.!0 A*#,!$&!4*;*$,%/!I--%!&%!#-,%T

I--%!)&4I-$*$&%!1$,$(1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!),#!'*5-%$!,$$-#$*&#!3%&4!I,%$1!&3!$A-!>&%;'!

>A-%-!$A-!CE0R1!),I,7*;*$*-1!,#'!*#$-%-1$1!,)$(,;;/!>,%%,#$!1()A!1$,$(1H 

@,%%,#$?!The US should prioritize cooperation with China in the Arctic. 

 

Irving, Doug. “What Does China's Arctic Presence Mean to the United States?”, Rand 

Corporation, 29 Dec 2022, https://www.rand.org/blog/rand-

review/2022/12/what-does-chinas-arctic-presence-mean-to-the-us.html.  

 

=&%!#&>J!$A-!:H+H!1A&(;'!)&#$*#(-!$&!4,9-!$A-!2%)$*)!,!'*I;&4,$*)J!-)&#&4*)J!,#'!

1$%,$-.*)!I%*&%*$/J!$&!'-4&#1$%,$-!*$1!)&44*$4-#$!$&!$A-!%-.*&#!,#'!*$1!I-&I;-J!

researchers concluded. It should work to strengthen solidarity among its Arctic allies—



Con Arguments   Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  195 

and explore conditions under which it could restart some engagement with Russia, such 

as on search-and-rescue preparedness. But $A-!:H+H!1A&(;'!,;1&!%-)&.#*S-!$A,$!

-#.,.*#.!>*$A!0A*#,!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!'&-1!#&$!A,5-!$&!7-!,!>*#T&%T;&1-!I%&I&1*$*&#H!GA-%-!

,%-!&II&%$(#*$*-1!$&!)&&I-%,$-—on climate change, for example, or pollution control. 

0A*#,!A,1!,;%-,'/!I;,/-'!,!9-/!%&;-!*#!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!,.%--4-#$1!$&!I%&$-)$!2%)$*)!

3*1A-%*-1!,#'!$&!)%-,$-!4,%*$*4-!1A*II*#.!%-.(;,$*&#1H!M#!I,I-%J!,$!;-,1$J!7&$A!0A*#,!

,#'!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,%-!)&44*$$-'!$&!-#1(%*#.!$A-!2%)$*)!%-4,*#1!,!%-.*&#!&3!I-,)-!

,#'!1$,7*;*$/H 

"4I,)$?! China’s presence in the Arctic creates a distraction and removal away of assets from 

real security risks in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

Lackenbauer, Whitney, et al. “Why China Is Not a Peer Competitor in the Arctic”, Journal 

of Indo-Pacific Affairs, 3 Oct 2022, 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/3172586/why-china-is-

not-a-peer-competitor-in-the-arctic/.  

 

2!I%-&))(I,$*&#!>*$A!0A*#-1-!*)-7%-,9-%1!&%!-5-#!1(74,%*#-1!,1!),I,7*;*$*-1!'-1*.#-'!

$&!)A,;;-#.-!2%)$*)!1&5-%-*.#$/!&%!;,(#)A!,$$,)91!,.,*#1$!$A-!2%)$*)!1$,$-1!4,/!4*11!$A-!

;,%.-%!I*)$(%-H!Growing strategic competition between China and the United States 

affects all the Arctic states, but the epicenter of their competition remains the Indo-

Pacific region. GA-!',#.-%!*#!&5-%-1$*4,$*#.!0A*#,R1!2%)$*)!4*;*$,%/!),I,7*;*$/!*1!$A,$!

1()A!,!#,%%&>!3*K,$*&#!'%,>1!%-1&(%)-1!,>,/!3%&4!$A-!%-,;!)-#$-%!&3!.%,5*$/!*#!+*#&T

@-1$-%#!)&4I-$*$*&#H!Along these lines, Beijing may anticipate that any display of 

Chinese military interest or capability in the region will draw a disproportionate 

response from the Arctic states. Accordingly, $A-!2%)$*)!4,/!I%-1-#$!,#!-#$*)*#.!

&II&%$(#*$/!3&%!0A*#,!$&!3-*.#!1$%,$-.*)!*#$-%-1$!,#'!7,*$!2%)$*)!1$,$-1!$&!&5-%T*#5-1$!*#!

&%!&5-%T)&44*$!),I,7*;*$*-1!$&!$A,$!%-.*&#!%,$A-%!$A,#!-;1->A-%-!*#!$A-!>&%;'H In short, 

the Arctic offers potential advantage as a diversionary theater. In contrast to other 

commentators’ representation of the Arctic as a theater of primary and particular 

interest for the Chinese, >-!1(..-1$!$A,$!0A*#-1-!1$%,$-./!,#'!7-A,5*&%!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!
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,%-!7-1$!,II%-)*,$-'!,1!,!I,%$!&3!,!.;&7,;!-KI,#1*&#!&3!1&3$!I&>-%!>*$A!1I-)*3*)!

*#$-%-1$1!)-#$-%-'!,%&(#'!-)&#&4*)!,#'!;&#.T$-%4!.&5-%#,#)-!&7\-)$*5-1H 

"4I,)$?! Fostering a cooperative relationship between the US and China would create 

opportunities for important climate-related research.! 

 

Ren, Yuanyuan. “U.S.-China Arctic Cooperation in a New Era of Great Power 

Competition: Opportunities and Challenges”, The Yearbook of Polar Law, 23 Feb 

2023, https://brill.com/view/journals/yplo/14/1/article-

p98_6.xml?language=en.  

 

This “low-low” status presents both challenges to and opportunities for the U.S.-China 

Arctic cooperation: On the one hand, when both sides return to the negotiating tables, 

the Arctic may not gain enough attention and therefore be set aside or ignored. On the 

other hand,!,1!,!;&>!I%*&%*$/!%-.*&#!3&%!7&$A!$A-!:H+H!,#'!0A*#,J!$A-!2%)$*)!&33-%1!4,#/!

(#*m(-!&II&%$(#*$*-1!3&%!$A-!$>&!)&(#$%*-1!$&!'-5-;&I!)&&I-%,$*&#!,#'!,)A*-5-!>*# T

>*#!%-1(;$1H!As mentioned earlier, some scholars have argued that $A-!:H+H!,#'!0A*#,!

),#!'-5-;&I!'*,;&.(-!,#'!)&&I-%,$*&#!&#!,!%,#.-!&3!#&# T$%,'*$*&#,;!1-)(%*$/!*11(-1!

)&#)-%#*#.!$A-!2%)$*)J!1()A!,1!1)*-#$*3*)!%-1-,%)AJ!);*4,$-!)A,#.-J!,#'!4,%*$*4-!

-#5*%&#4-#$,;!I%&$-)$*&#H In addition, this article contends that, '-1I*$-!$A-*%!&#.&*#.!

$-#1*&#1!-;1->A-%-J!$A-!:H+H!,#'!0A*#,!),#!,;1&!'-5-;&I!'*,;&.(-!,#'!)&;;,7&%,$*&#!&#!

1&4-!3*#-;/!'-3*#-'!e$%,'*$*&#,;f!1-)(%*$/!*11(-1!)&#)-%#*#.!2%)$*)!.&5-%#,#)-!,#'!

'-5-;&I4-#$H! To substantiate this argument, the subsequent discussion focuses on 

three contentious issues in which cooperation opportunities are generated but under-

researched.  

2#,;/1*1? The impact of this argument is twofold: militarization would distract the US from real 

threats AND eliminate the opportunity for beneficial cooperation. The main warrants that 

should be explained are the fact that China is not a security threat in the Arctic, and militarizing 

to combat China would create a problem where there isn’t one. This argument affirms that 

militarization would be a bad strategy when dealing with China in the Arctic.  
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CON: Military presence risks an arms race. 

 

2%.(4-#$?!Competition between the US, China, and Russia in the Arctic is spurring an arms 

race. 

!

@,%%,#$?!An Arctic arms race is possible 

 

Teeple, Nancy. “The Impact of the Post-Arms Control Context and Great Power 

Competition in the Arctic”, The Arctic Institute, 22 June 2021, 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/impact-post-arms-control-context-great-

power-competition-arctic/.  

 

GA-!*4I,)$!&3!,!I&1$T,%41!)&#$%&;!-%,!,#'!.%-,$!I&>-%!)&4I-$*$*&#!)%-,$-1!1*.#*3*),#$!

)A,;;-#.-1!$&!2%)$*)!1$,7*;*$/!*#!$A-!4*'T!$&!;&#.T$-%4J although it is difficult to predict 

how the competition in the region will emerge alongside the cooperative framework – 

the norms and institutions – that currently governs Arctic relations. It can be assumed 

that d*33-%-#$!I,%$1!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!>*;;!'-4&#1$%,$-!'*33-%-#$!$/I-1!&3!)&4I-$*$*&#J!1()A!

,1!*#!$A-!a(%&I-,#!2%)$*)!>A-%-!62GM!,)$*5*$*-1!,%-!*#)%-,1*#.J!5-%1(1!$A-!6&%$A!

24-%*),#!2%)$*)!>*$A!$A-!4&'-%#*S,$*&#!&3!)&#$*#-#$,;!'-3-#)- emphasizing persistent 

domain awareness and information dominance, deterrence, and defeat mechanisms. 2!

%-$(%#!$&!,%41!)&#$%&;J!%,$A-%!$A,#!,%41!)&4I-$*$*&#J!>&(;'!*#5&;5-!-#.,.-4-#$!,#'!

'*,;&.(-!7-$>--#!$A-!:H+HJ!E(11*,J!,#'!I&11*7;/!0A*#,J!>A*)A!>&(;'!1-$!)&#'*$*&#1!3&%!

*#)%-,1*#.!)&&I-%,$*&#!$&>,%'1!1$%,$-.*)!1$,7*;*$/!$A,$!>&(;'!1--!7-#-3*$1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!

'&4,*#H!At this time, however,!$A-!'-I;&/4-#$!&3!&33-#1*5-!>-,I&#1!1/1$-41!,#'!

4($(,;;/!I%&5&),$*5-!I&1$(%-1!%-*#3&%)-1!4*1$%(1$!,#'!5(;#-%,7*;*$/!$A,$!;-,'1!1$,$-1!

$&>,%'1!);&1*#.!$A-!.,I1!$&!-#A,#)-!1-)(%*$/J!I,%,'&K*),;;/!)%-,$*#.!3(%$A-%!*#1$,7*;*$/!

.;&7,;;/J!,#'!I&$- #$*,;;/!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H 

@,%%,#$?!An arms race in the Arctic would escalate tensions between the US and NATO. 
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Limas-Villers, Heberto. “Frozen Cooperation: The Future of Arctic Cooperation”, 

American Security Project, 27 Apr 2022, 

https://www.americansecurityproject.org/frozen-cooperation-the-future-of-

arctic-cooperation/.  

 

2#!*#)%-,1*#.;/!4*;*$,%*S-'!2%)$*)!>&(;'!7-!'-$%*4-#$,;!$&!24-%*),#!*#$-%-1$1H To 

begin, the U.S. Arctic capabilities are far shorter than Russia’s. Russia has more than 40 

icebreakers, more than all other Arctic nations combined, and administers over two 

dozen airfields and ports within the region. Russia’s military capabilities within the 

region remain formidable, and the U.S. cannot easily discount them in the medium 

term. 2#&$A-%!*11(-!>*$A!1()A!4*;*$,%*S,$*&#!*1!$A,$!*$!>&(;'!&#;/!>&%1-#!%-;,$*&#1!>*$A!

E(11*,!,1!1()A!1$,#)-1!)&(;'!$A%-,$-#!,#!,%41!%,)-!>*$A*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!E-;,$*&#1!,%-!

,;%-,'/!,$!,#!,;; T$*4-!;&>!7-$>--#!62GM!,#'!E(11*,J!7($!,#!,%41!%,)-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!

)&(;'!#--';-11;/!-1 ),;,$-!$-#1*&#1H 

 

@,%%,#$?!Russia’s military presence in the Arctic is far behind NATO’s; an arms race is 

unnecessary.! 

 

English, Robert D. “Why an Arctic arms race would be a mistake”, ArcticToday, 18 June 

2020, https://defense360.csis.org/bad-idea-aggressively-countering-russian-

action-in-the-arctic/.  

 

F&%-!$A,#!,!'-),'-!&3!*#5-1$4-#$!*#!%-7(*;'*#.!*$1!2%)$*)!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!A,1!1$*;;!

#&$!%-$(%#-'!E(11*,!$&!*$1!;-5-;!&3!$A-!WglV1H Its problem-plagued Northern Fleet is also 

puny, just a few dozen surface ships and a similar number of submarines. Many of these 

vessels are obsolescent and — notwithstanding the hype accompanying recent exercises 

— constitute a force mainly suited for coastal defense. +*4*;,%;/J!E(11*,R1!2%)$*)!,*%!

I&>-%!*1!3,%!&($);,11-'!7/!62GMR1J!;,)9*#.!7&$A!$A-!%,#.-!(due to minimal in-air 
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refueling assets) ,#'!1&IA*1$*),$*&#!(Russia still has yet to deploy true fifth-generation 

“stealth” aircraft, such as NATO’s F-22s and F-35s) #--'-'!3&%!1-%*&(1!I&>-%!I%&\-)$*&#H 

They mainly fly from the same distant airfields as 20 years ago because Russia’s much-

ballyhooed “new Arctic bases” are too small — and lack the infrastructure — to house 

even a single fighter squadron much less a full air wing. What they can support are anti-

air and anti-ship defensive missile batteries. But these, of course, are really only useful 

for defending while their supposed “area denial” ),I,7*;*$*-1!,%-!4()A!-K,..-%,$-'H  In 

other words, F&1)&>!A,1!1-5-%-;/!;*4*$-'!I&>-%TI%&\-)$*&#!),I,7*;*$/!,#'!A,1!

1$%()$(%-'!*$1!3&%)-1!$&!I%&$-)$!*$1!&>#!1A&%-1H!As for the oft-mentioned “icebreaker 

gap,” Russia’s large fleet of icebreakers is dedicated to escorting commercial shipping 

through dangerous polar seas.  

 

@,%%,#$?!A nuclear arms race would upset geopolitical stability in the region and harm the 

environment.  

 

Teeple, Nancy. “The Impact of the Post-Arms Control Context and Great Power 

Competition in the Arctic”, The Arctic Institute, 22 June 2021, 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/impact-post-arms-control-context-great-

power-competition-arctic/.  

 

GA-!2%)$*)!*4I,)$!&3!$A-!7%-,9'&>#!&3!,%41!)&#$%&;!;-,'*#.!$&!1$%,$-.*)!,%41!

)&4I-$*$*&#!)&#)-%#1!$A-!*#)%-,1*#.!%-.*&#,;!'-I;&/4-#$1!&3!&33-#1*5-!#();-,%!

1/1$-41!,#'!4*11*;-!'-3-#)-1J!7/ !7&$A!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!E(11*,H!GA*1!*#5&;5-1!

E(11*,R1!6&%$A-%#!=;--$R1!,*%T!,#'!1-, T;,(#)A-'!I;,$3&%41J!which are based around the 

Kola Peninsula and protected by air defence systems such as the S-400. In addition, $A-!

:H+H!'-I;&/1!,*%!,#'!4*11*;-!'-3-#)-1!*#!2;,19,!,#'!*$1!1(74,%*#-1!I,$%&;!(#'-%!$A-!

2%)$*)!1-,!*)-H!More recently, USNORTHCOM and NORAD have released a new strategic 

guidance for developing all domain awareness capability and information dominance, 

under a deterrence by denial doctrine that shifts responses to Russian and Chinese 
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aggression to the left (i.e., early, or prior-to the launch phase) to prevent or disarm 

threats before they are deployed. 6();-,%!>-,I&#!$-1$*#.!,#'!&$A-%!#();-,%!,)$*5*$*-1!

*#!$A-!2%)$*)!A,5-!1-)(%*$/!*4I;*),$*&#1!,$!$A-!;&),;!,#'!%-.*&#,;!;-5-;J!%*19*#.!%,'*,$*&#!

I&*1&#*#.!&3!$A-!I-&I;-!,#'!>*;';*3-H!=&%!*#1$,#)-J!,#!-KI;&1*&#!,$!6/&#&91,J!near 

Severodvinsk and Arkhangelsk that occurred!*#!2(.(1$!UVWg!>,1!,$$%*7($-'!$&!,!3,*;-'!

$-1$!&3!E(11*,R1!#->!gFXOV!Z(%-5-1$#*9!#();-,%!I&>-%-'!)%(*1-!4*11*;-H!Much 

ambiguity and debate concern whether this so-called “doomsday weapon” is a feasible 

capability for Russia to achieve at this time.  

 

"4I,)$?! A nuclear arms race would distract from development of better forms of military 

technology. 

 

Gottemoeller, Rose. “The Case Against a New Arms Race”, Foreign Affairs, 9 Aug 2022, 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/world/case-against-new-arms-race.  

 

Z($!*$!>&(;'!7-!,!4*1$,9-!3&%!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1J!or any state, $&!-47,%9!&#!,!#();-, %!

,%41!%,)-!'(%*#.!$A*1!$*4-J!>A-#!,!%-5&;($*&#!*1!,3&&$!*#!&$A-%!$/I-1!&3!4*;*$,%/!

$-)A#&;&./H!6->!'-3-#1-!*##&5,$*&#1!I%&4*1-!#&$!\(1$!$&!$%,#13&%4!>,%3,%-!7($!,;1&!

$&!(#'-%4*#-!$A-!;&.*)!,#'!($*;*$/!&3!#();-,%!>-,I&#1H!With advances in sensing 

technology, states may soon be able to track and target their adversaries’ nuclear 

missiles, making the weapons easier to eliminate. 2#'!>*$A!#();-,%!>-,I&#1!4&%-!

5(;#-%,7;-J!*##&5,$*&#1!1()A!,1!'%&#-!1>,%41—large numbers of small automated 

weapons that collectively execute a coordinated attack—>*;;!*#)%-,1*#.;/!'-3*#-!>,%H!2!

3*K,$*&#!&#!7(*;'*#.!4&%-!#();-,%!>-,I&#1!>*;;!&#;/!'*1$%,)$!3%&4!$A*1!$-)A#&;&.*),;!

%-5&;($*&#J!4,9*#.!*$!A,%'-%!3&%!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!$&!4,1$-%!$A-!,'5,#)-1!$A,$!>*;;!

1A,I-!$A-!7,$$;-3*-;'!&3!$A-!3($(%-H 

 

"4I,)$?! A nuclear war between the US and Russia would cause at least 34 million deaths.  
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Staff. “New Study on US-Russia nuclear war: 91.5 million casualties in first few hours”, 

ICAN, 18 Sept 2019, 

https://www.icanw.org/new_study_on_us_russia_nuclear_war#:~:text=34.1%20

million%20people%20could%20die,Science%20and%20Global%20Security%20pr

ogramme..  

 

OhHW!4*;;*&#!I-&I;-!)&(;'!'*-J!,#'!,#&$A-%!iXHh!4*;;*&#!)&(;'!7-!*#\(%-'J!>*$A*#!$A-!

3*%1$!3->!A&(%1!&3!$A-!1$,%$!&3!,!#();-,%!>,%!7-$>--#!E(11*,!,#'!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!

$%*..-%-'!7/!&#-!;&>T/*-;'!#();-,%!>-,I&#J  according to a new simulation by 

researcher’s at Princeton‘s Science and Global Security programme. But that’s not all. 

GA-!&5-%,;;!'-,$A!$&;;!>&(;'!7-!-5-#!A*.A-%!'(-!$&!;&#.T$-%4!)&#1-m(-#)-1!&3!,!

#();-,%!>,%J!*#);('*#.!%,'*&,)$*5-!3,;;&($!,#'!.;&7,;!)&&;*#.!&3!$A-!a,%$AR1!

,$4&1IA-%-J!researchers add. Even a limited nuclear exchange between India and 

Pakistan could put one billion people at risk of starvation and another 1.3 billion at risk 

of severe food insecurity due to global cooling, according to a 2013 study by 

International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War. 

 

2#,;/1*1?!The narrative of this argument is relatively easy to explain in round, but slightly more 

unique than traditional deterrence arguments. Basically, the US is ahead of Russia militarily and 

build-up in the Arctic would just lead to unnecessary muscle flexing that increases the chance of 

nuclear conflict and miscalculation. This argument provides a slightly more unique warrant to 

get to the nuclear war impact. 
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CON: Military presence weakens NATO.  

 

2%.(4-#$?!NATO members have differing interests in the Arctic; to maintain security, decisions 

needs to be unified. 

 

@,%%,#$?!NATO is divided about the Arctic!

 

Auerswald, David. “NATO IN THE ARCTIC: KEEP ITS ROLE LIMITED, FOR NOW”, War on 

the Rocks, 12 Oct 2020, https://warontherocks.com/2020/10/nato-in-the-arctic-

keep-its-role-limited-for-now/.  

 

@A*;-!62GM!4-47-%1!,%-!3,)*#.!1-5-%,;!)A,;;-#.-1!$&!$A-*%!*#$-%-1$1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!

'-5-;&I*#.!,!)&44&#!I&;*)/!>*$A*#!$A-!,;;*,#)-!&#!>A,$!$&!'&!,7&($!$A*1!*1!*#)%-'*7;/!

'*33*)(;$H!62GM!'-)*1*&#1!'-I-#'!&#!)&#1-#1(1J or at least on members withholding a 

veto of a pending initiative. 8(1$!7-),(1-!$A-%-!,%-!3*5-!62GM!4-47-%1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!

'&-1!#&$!4-,#!$A,$!-,)A!1(II&%$1!,!.%-,$-%!62GM!%&;-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H Canada’s Arctic 

and Northern Policy Framework, for instance, repeatedly emphasizes “Canada’s 

enduring Arctic sovereignty,” and the need to “enhance Canada’s military presence” and 

“Canada’s domain awareness” (emphasis added), with some references to bilateral 

security cooperation but no mention of NATO. 0,#,',!*1!#&$!$A-!&#;/!)&(#$%/!$A,$!

4*.A$!&7\-)$!$&!,!1$%&#.-%!,;;*,#)-!%&;-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!2;;*,#)-!4-47-%1!*#!+&($A-%#!

,#'!a,1$-%#!a(%&I-!4*.A$!1--!,#!*#)%-,1-'!2%)$*)!3&)(1!,1!1/IA&#*#.!,>,/!62GM!

%-1&(%)-1!3%&4!1-)(%*$/!)A,;;-#.-1!*#!$A-!-,1$-%#!F-'*$-%%,#-,#J!$A-!Z,;9,#1J!

:9%,*#-J!&%!$A-!Z,;$*)!+-,H!"#!1A&%$J!,!.%-,$-%!,;;*,#)-!%&;-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!%-m(*%-1!

)&#5*#)*#.!19-I$*),;!,;;*-1J!,#'!'&*#.!$A,$!4*.A$!#&$!7-!>&%$A!$A-!'*I;&4,$*)!-33&%$H 

 

@,%%,#$?!Members of NATO have different policies towards Russia, but keeping the alliance 

strong and unified is most important.! 
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The Economist Group. “War in Ukraine breathes new life into NATO, for now”, 

Economist Intelligence, 13 June 2022, 

http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=1692180952&Country=Russia&top

ic=Politics.  

 

Despite the initial unanimity of the Transatlantic response to Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine, 62GM!4-47-%1!,%-!#&$!>A&;;/!(#*$-'!*#!$A-*%!I&;*)*-1!$&>,%'1!E(11*,J!,#'!

'*5*1*&#1!,%-!;*9-;/!$&!.%&>!,1!$A-!>,%!'%,.1!&#H!The increasingly anti-Western rhetoric 

of the Turkish president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, which is as much an expression of his 

genuine views as it is designed for domestic consumption, 4,9-1!G(%9-/!,#!

(#I%-'*)$,7;-!,#'!(#%-;*,7;-!4-47-%!&3!62GMH By threatening to veto NATO 

membership for Finland and Sweden, Mr Erdogan is hoping to wrest concessions for 

Turkey, but is also exposing the alliance's weak points. There remains an underlying 

tension between the US and the EU over whether NATO should be the primary arbiter 

of security in Europe. GA(1!3,%!$A-!:+!,#'!$A-!a:!A,5-!,;1&!I(%1(-'!'*33-%-#$!I&;*)*-1!

$&>,%'1!0A*#,H!<*5-#!$A,$!'*5*1*&#1!&5-%!$%,'-J!$-)A#&;&./!,#'!&$A-%!4,$$-%1!)&#$*#(-!

$&!>-,9-#!$A-!:+ Ta:!%-;,$*&#1A*IJ!*$!*1!;*9-;/!$A,$!$%,#1,$;,#$*)!'*5*1*&#1!>*;;!)&4-!$&!

$A-!3&%-!,.,*#!*#!$A-!)&4*#.!4&#$A1!,#'!/-,%1H! 

 

@,%%,#$?!It is critical for NATO members to work together in the Arctic. 

 

Jonsson, Gauti. “NATO Needs a Unified Arctic Command”, Georgetown Security Studies 

Review, 10 Apr 2023, 

https://georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org/2023/04/10/nato-needs-a-unified-

arctic-command/.  

 

GA-!#--'!3&%!,!(#*3*-'!,#'!62GMT;-'!0&44,#'!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!A,1!7-)&4-!-5*'-#$!*#!

$A-!I,1$!3->!/-,%1H!As adversaries gain a foothold in the Arctic, NATO needs to take the 

initiative and develop the necessary capabilities to operate in the region for a prolonged 
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period of time. The harsh climate calls for specialized training, outfitting of equipment, 

and enhanced cooperation over a vast operational theater. 2;&#-J!62GMR1!2%)$*)!

4-47-%!1$,$-1!1$,#'!#&!)A,#)-!&3!1,3-.(,%' *#.!$A-*%!*#'*5*'(,;!*#$-%-1$1!*#!$A-!

%-.*&#H!:#*3*-'J!$A-/!),#!7-)&4-!$A-!I&>-%A&(1-!&3!$A-!2%)$*)H!0&&I-%,$*&#!>*;;!

-#1(%-!,!I%&1I-%&(1!3($(%-!3&%!$A-41-;5-1!,#'!$A-!%-.*&#!,1!,!>A&;-J!I,5*#.!$A-!>,/!

3&%!1(1$,*#,7;-!'-5-;&I4-#$!,#'!)&&I-%,$*&#!&#!$A*1!%,I*';/!-5&;5*#.!3%&#$*-%H 

 

@,%%,#$?!NATO does not want military conflict in the Arctic; increasing militarization would 

escalate the environment. 

 

Bennet, Maddy. “NATO’s Role in Securing a Changing Arctic”, University of Washington 

School of International Affairs, 6 May 2020, 

https://jsis.washington.edu/news/natos-role-in-securing-a-changing-arctic/.  

 

62GM!'&-1!#&$!>,#$!4*;*$,%/!)&#3;*)$!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!1&!,5&*'*#.!(##-)-11,%*;/!

,..%,5,$*#.!$-#1*&#1!*1!,!I%*&%*$/H 62GM!*1!7(*;'*#.!,#!-K$-#1*5-!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!*#!

$A-!2%)$*)J!7($!*#!'&*#.!1&!*$!*1!*4I&%$,#$!$&!7-!$%,#1I,%-#$!,#'!1*4(;$,#-&(1;/!

-1$,7;*1A!);-,%!;*#-1!&3!)&44(#*),$*&#J even with potential adversaries like Russia and 

China (Valášek 2019, 49). GA-!2%)$*)!*1!,!%-;,$*5-;/!(#)-%$,*#!-#5*%&#4-#$!3&%!62GMJ!1&!

I%&)--'*#.!),%-3(;;/!*1!)%*$*),;H!Analysts at Carnegie Europe pointed out that *3!62GM!

$%-,$-'!$A-!2%)$*)!$A-!1,4-!,1!*$!'&-1!$A-!3,4*;*,%!6&%$A!2$;,#$*)!%-.*&#J!$A-#!$A*1!

>&(;'!;*9-;/!7-!1--#!,1!,#!e-1),;,$*#.!4&5-f!7/!E(11*,H! Such a treatment  should 

therefore be avoided (Valášek 2019, 48). NATO can instead gain more “domain 

awareness” in the Arctic by creating an “Arctic working group,” as was proposed at the 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly in 2017 (Boulègue 2019, 37). As NATO gains a better 

understanding of the changing Arctic and how to avoid conflict there,!*$!1A&(;'!,5&*'!

'*1%(I$*&#!$&!$A-!#-$>&%9!&3!&5-%;,II*#.!*#1$*$($*&#1!$A,$!)A,%,)$-%*S-!2%)$*)!

*#$-%#,$*&#,;!'*,;&.(-H Cooperation on a variety of areas has been achieved through 

these forums, especially the Arctic Council (Tingstad 2020). Even Norway and Russia are 
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able to cooperate on a number of Arctic-specific issues, through venues such as the 

Barents Secretariat (Wesley 2017, 105).  

 

"4I,)$?! A weakened NATO would not be able to deter Russia from acting aggressively in the 

Arctic. 

 

Gardiner, Barry. “As the ice melts, a perilous Russian threat is emerging in the Arctic”, 

The Guardian, 13 June 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jun/13/arctic-russia-nato-

putin-climate.  

 

Recent experience in the Pacific suggests that the US or Nato will seek to assert rights of 

navigation under the UN convention on the law of the sea. This is inherently risky. 

Russia could see such attempts to declare freedom of navigation as a provocation. But 

failure to enforce these freedoms carries an opposite risk:!>*$A&($!4,*#$,*#*#.!,!

I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!%-.*&#J!6,$&!4-47-%1!>&(;'!7-!,;;&>*#.!E(11*,R1!#->!;,>!$&!7-)&4-!

#&%4,;*1-'H!2!),%-3(;!7,;,#)*#.!,)$!*1!-11-#$*,;!$&!4,*#$,*#!I%-1-#)-!,#'!#&$!,;;&>!

E(11*,!$&!);&1-!&33!$A*1!%-.*&#!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!,1!*$1!I%*5,$-!'&4,*#H Moscow sees Nato 

borders expanding. It fears encirclement. Its experience of humiliation in Ukraine has 

increased this tension. Two Arctic brigades have been deployed to Ukraine with 

disastrous consequences; the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies estimates that 

more than 1,000 personnel have been lost. 21!E(11*,R1!)&#5-#$*&#,;!;,#'!3&%)-1!A,5-!

7--#!'-I;-$-'!*#!$A-!2%) $*)J!$A-!Y%-4;*#!>*;;!$(%#!$&!*$1!#,5,;!,#'!1(74,%*#-!),I,)*$/H!

GA-!I&$-#$*,;!$&!*#3;*)$!',4,.-!$&!(#'-%1-,!),7;-1!,#'!I*I-;*#-1!*1!,!;-5-%!$A,$!C($*#!

)&(;'!(1-!,.,*#1$!A*1!&II&#-#$1H 

 

"4I,)$?! Militarization of the Arctic poses an existential threat.! 
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Gardiner, Barry. “As the ice melts, a perilous Russian threat is emerging in the Arctic”, 

The Guardian, 13 June 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jun/13/arctic-russia-nato-

putin-climate.  

 

On a recent visit to the Ny-Ålesund international research station on Svalbard, it 

was depressing to hear that scientific cooperation with Russia on climate matters 

has effectively ceased. GA-!2%)$*)!*1!,#!-#5*%&#4-#$!>A-%-!)&&I-%,$*&#!*1!

-11-#$*,;H!2%)$*)!1)*-#)-!4(1$!7-!'&#-!&5-%!$A-!;&#.!$-%4J!,#'!$A-!%-;,$*&#1A*I1!

,#'!$%(1$!7(*;$!(I!7-$>--#!I,%$#-%1!&33-%!I%-'*)$,7*;*$/!,#'!.%-,$-%!1$,7*;*$/H!"#!

,!%-.*&#!$A,$!*1!7-)&4*#.!&5-%T1-)(%*$*1-'J!-5-%/!&II&%$(#*$/!$&!4*#*4*1-!

,))*'-#$,;!4*1(#'-%1$,#'*#.1!,#'!,5&*'!,!4*;*$,%/!%-1I&#1-!1A&(;'!7-!1-*S -'H 

2!4*;*$,%*1-'!2%)$*)!>&(;'!(#'-%4*#-!1)*-#$*3*)!)&&I-%,$*&#!,#'!I&1-!,#!

-K*1$-#$*,;!$A%-,$H!+&4-A&>J!>-!#--'!,!'*I;&4,$*)!-33&%$!$&!1-I,%,$-!$A-!

I&;*$*)1!&3!>,%!3%&4!$A-!*4I-%,$*5-1!&3!);*4,$-!%-1-,%)AH!During the cold war, 

the USSR and the west had cultural and scientific exchanges that kept back-

channels of communication open when political temperatures were running 

high. Now, more than ever, we need similar initiatives to thaw the permafrost 

between Russian and western research efforts. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This argument basically contends that the US should not act alone in militarizing the 

Arctic because not all NATO members agree it is the best strategy. In fact, many sources 

warrant that NATO acting diplomatically in the region would best reduce conflict. This 

argument outweighs because a weakened, disjointed NATO would not be able to provide any 

conflict resolution in the Arctic and would give Russia the upper hand.  
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CON: Military presence causes oil spills  

 

2%.(4-#$?!The US military furthers oil drilling, leading to an increased risk of oil spills. 

 

@,%%,#$?!It is difficult for companies to drill in the status quo.  

 

Steven Mufson,  "Once eager to drill, oil companies exit leases in Arctic refuge”, 

Washington Post, 6 Feb. 2022,  https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate- 

environment/2022/06/02/arctic-national-wildlife-refuge-drilling/. 

 

=*5-!4,\&%!:H+H!7,#91!— Bank of America, Goldman Sachs, Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase 

and Wells Fargo — and a growing list of insurance companies!A,5-!1$&II-'!.*5*#.!

3*#,#)*#.!3&%!$A-!2%)$*)!&*;!7(1*#-11. “"$!1--41 all the &*;!)&4I,#*-1!>*$A!;-,1-1!$A-%-!

A,5-!)&#);('-'!$A,$!'%*;;*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!6,$*&#,;!@*;';*3-!E-3(.-!*1!(#>*1- after all,” 

said Erik Grafe, deputy managing attorney in Earthjustice’s Alaska regional office. Grafe, 

who for years has been involved in litigation to block oil and gas development in the 

refuge, said, “We are glad that these companies may finally have seen the light, 

concluding that investing in Arctic oil is a bad deal on a planet that urgently needs to 

shift away from fossil fuels.” 

 

@,%%,#$?!Drilling accompanies military presence.   

 

Michael James Barton, "Offshore energy, strong military go hand-in-hand," Corpus  

Christi Caller-Times, 9. July, 2018, 

https://www.caller.com/story/opinion/2018/07/09/offshore-energy-strong-

military-go-hand-hand/769298002/ 

 

M331A&%-!'%*;;*#.!A,1!;&#.!)&-K*1$-'!>*$A!4*;*$,%/!$%,*#*#.. For years, oil exploration 

 has occurred near military bases and seaports in the Gulf of Mexico without hampering 
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 operations or readinessH!GA,$r1!7-),(1-!$A-!3-'-%,;!,.-#)*-1!*#5&;5-'J!$A-!

_-I,%$4-#$1!&3!_-3-#1-!,#'!"#$-%*&%J!),%-3(;;/!1/#)A%&#*S-!&I-%,$*&#1 and set strict 

standards for safety. In fact, studies conducted by the Department of Defense show that 

&331A&%-!'%*;;*#.J!>*$A!1&4-!%-1$%*)$*&#1!&#!I-%4,#-#$!1$%()$(%-1J!*1!)&4I,$*7;-!>*$A!

4*;*$,%/!%-m(*%-4-#$1!3&%!lg!I-%)-#$!&3!$A-!1(%3,)-!,%-,!&3!$A-!-,1$-%#!<(;3!&3!

F-K*)&!,#'!gi!I-%)-#$!&3!$A-!2$;,#$*)!1-,7&,%'H  

 

@,%%,#$?!Oil spills are inevitable when drilling occurs.    

 

Surfrider Foundation, "With offshore drilling it’s not a matter of if spills will  

occur, but when," Surfrider Foundation, 19 Nov. 2018, 

https://www.surfrider.org/news/with-offshore-drilling-its-not-a-matter-of-if-

spills-will-occur-but-when 

 

M*;!1I*;;1!,%-!,#!(#,5&*',7;-!I,%$!&3!&331A&%-!&*;!'%*;;*#.H!a,)A!/-,%!,7&($!llVJVVV!

.,;;&#1!&3!&*;!,%-!1-#$!$&!$A-!&)-,#!3%&4!6&%$A!24-%*),#!&331A&%-!&*;!'%*;;*#.!

I;,$3&%41J!,#'!$A,$R1!\(1$!'(%*#.!#&%4,;!&I-%,$*&#1H ^*1$&%/!'-4&#1$%,$-1!$A,$!

*#);-4-#$!>-,$A-%!,#'!#,$(%,;!'*1,1$-%1!),#!,#'!&3$-#!'&!I%&4I$!1I*;;1H When 

Hurricane Katrina whipped through the Gulf of Mexico, that storm destroyed over 100 

platforms and caused the!release of 8 million gallons of oil, the largest spill in the U.S. 

since the Exxon Valdez. In!2004, Hurricane Ivan also damaged platforms in the Gulf of 

Mexico, triggering an oil spill that is still spewing oil today; the “Taylor spill” has been 

leaking 300 to 700 barrels of oil everyday off the coast of Louisiana for the past 14 years, 

and there is no fix in sight. =%&4!Wggi!$&!UVWVJ!$A-!:H+H!F*#-%,;!F,#,.-4-#$!+-%5*)-!

%-)&%'-'!,;4&1$!iVV!1I*;;1!*#!$A-!<(;3!&3!F-K*)&!,#'!$A-!C,)*3*)!M)-,#!N*#);('*#.!1I*;;1!

&3!$&K*)!)A-4*),;1!%-;,$-'!$&!'%*;;*#.PH!+*#)-!WgQgJ!$A-%-!A,5-!7--#!,$!;-,1$!hh!;,%.-!&*;!

1I*;;1!&3!&5-%!WVJVVV!7,%%-;1!&3!&*;!-,)A!*#!&(%!#,$*&#R1!4,%*#-!>,$-%>,/1H!GA*1!4-,#1!

$A,$!>-!),#!-KI-)$!,!1I*;;!&3!&5-%!WVJVVV!7,%%-;1!&3!&*;!-5-%/!WO!4&#$A1J!*#!$A-!:H+H!

,;&#-H!!
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"4I,)$?  The damage cannot be reversed – the idea of cleaning oil spills is an illusion.  

 

Andrew Nikiforuk, “The Oil Spill Cleanup Illusion,” Hakai Magazine, 12 Jul. 2016,  

https://hakaimagazine.com/features/oil-spill-cleanup-illusion/ 

 

The hard scientific reality is this: ,!7*.!1I*;;!*1!,;4&1$!*4I&11*7;-!$&!)&#$,*#!7-),(1-!*$!*1!

IA/1*),;;/!*4I&11*7;-!$&!4&7*;*S-!$A-!;,7&%!#--'-'!,#'!)(%%-#$!);-,#(I!$-)A#&;&.*-1!

*#!,!$*4-;/!3,1A*&#H @A-#!$A-!)*$/!&3!b,#)&(5-%!%-;-,1-'!,!1$('/!*#!UVWi on the 

effectiveness of responses to large tanker or pipeline spills along the southern coast of 

British Columbia, the conclusion was blunt: e)&;;-)$*#.!,#'!%-4&5*#.!&*;!3%&4!$A-!1-,!

1(%3,)-!*1!,!)A,;;-#.*#.J!$*4- T1-#1*$*5-J!,#'!&3$-#!*#-33-)$*5-!I%&)-11Jf even in calm 

water. Scientists have recognized this reality for a long time. During the 1970s when the 

oil industry was poised to invade the Beaufort Sea, the Canadian government employed 

more than 100 researchers to gauge the impacts of an oil spill on Arctic ice. The 

researchers doused sea ducks and ring seals with oil and set pools of oil on fire under a 

variety of ice conditions. They also created sizable oil spills (one was almost 60,000 

liters, a medium-sized spill) in the Beaufort Sea and tried to contain them with booms 

and skimmers. They prodded polar bears into a man-made oil slick only to discover that 

bears, like birds, will lick oil off their matted fur and later die of kidney failure. In the 

end, the Beaufort Sea Project concluded that e&*;!1I*;;!)&(#$-%4-,1(%-1J!$-)A#*m(-1J!

,#'!-m(*I4-#$f!>&(;'!A,5-!e;*4*$-'!-33-)$*5-#-11f!&#!*)- T)&5-%-'!>,$-%1H The 

reports, however, failed to stop Arctic drillingH!C,%$!&3!$A-!*;;(1*&#!A,1!7--#!)%-,$-'!7/!

*#-33-)$*5-!$-)A#&;&.*-1!,'&I$-'!,#'!7*;;-'!7/!*#'(1$%/!,1!e>&%;'!);,11Hf Ever since the 

1970s, the &*;!,#'!.,1!*#'(1$%/!A,1!$%&$$-'!&($!3&(%!7,1*)!>,/1!$&!'-,;!>*$A!&)-,#!

1I*;;1?!7&&41!$&!)&#$,*#!$A-!&*;c!19*44-%1!$&!%-4&5-!$A-!&*;c!3*%-!$&!7(%#!$A-!&*;c!,#'!

)A-4*),;!'*1I-%1,#$1J!1()A!,1!0&%-K*$J!$&!7%-,9!$A-!&*;!*#$&!14,;;-%!I*-)-1H!=&%!14,;;!

1I*;;1!$A-1-!$-)A#&;&.*-1!),#!1&4-$*4-1!4,9-!,!'*33-%-#)-J!7($!&#;/!*#!1A-;$-%-'!

>,$-%1H!6&#-!A,1!-5-%!7--#!-33-)$*5-!*#!)&#$,*#*#.!;,%.-!1I*;;1H! 
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"4I,)$ ? Oil spills in the arctic environment are specifically devastating.  

 

Karl Magnus Eger, "Effects of Oil Spills in Arctic,”Arctis Knowledge Hub, 2010,  

http://www.arctis-search.com/Effects+of+Oil+Spills+in+Arctic+Waters 

 

M*;!1I*;;1!*#!*)-!,%-!4&%-!)&4I;*),$-'!$&!,''%-11!$A,#!&*;!1I*;;1!*#!&I-#!>,$-%1H!Should 

this occur at the wrong place at the wrong time, for example in the 4,%.*#,;!*)-!S&#-J!*#!

I&;/#/,1J!'(%*#.!$A-!A*.A!I%&'()$*&#!I-%*&'J!$A-!*4I,)$1!)&(;'!7-!1-%*&(1H +A,;;&>!

>,$-%1!,%-!$A-!4&1$!1-#1*$*5-!$&!1()A!I&;;($*&#J and $A-1-!,%-,1!,%-!*4I&%$,#$!$&!

&%.,#*141!&3!,;;!;-5-;1!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!3&&'!)A,*#H Apart from the normally long distances 

from existing infrastructureJ!$A-!&*;!*1!;-11!,))-11*7;-!*#!*)-T)&5-%-'!>,$-%1H GA-!1;&>!

%,$-!&3!7*&;&.*),;!'-.%,',$*&#!&3!&*;!,$!#-,%TS-%&!$-4I-%,$(%-1!A,1!;-'!7*&;&.*1$1!$&!

1(..-1$!$A,$!&*;!1I*;;1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#!4*.A$!%-4,*#!$A-%-!3&%!I-%*&'1!&3!iV!/-,%1!&%!

4&%-. The dynamics of the ice pack combined with the long life of the oil could allow an 

oil spill to have a major effect on the albedo in certain regions of the Arctic. It is 

estimated that the $%,#1*$!$*4-!&3!,#!&*;!1I*;;!&#!$A-!3%*#.-1!&3!$A-!Z-,(3&%$!+-,!,%&(#'!

$A-!)*%)(43-%-#)-!&3!$A-!Z-,(3&%$!./%-!>&(;'!7-!,7&($!Xt WV!/-,%1. Several 

mechanisms act both to diffuse the oil and to put the oil on the surface of the ice. 

Therefore, as the source continued, $A-!,%-,!,33-)$-'!7/!$A-!1I*;;!>&(;'!.%&>H By the 

time the original spill site returned to its original approximate geographic coordinates, a 

considerable area of the Beaufort Sea could have its albedo changed. The significance of 

the resultant albedo change for the Arctic heat balance is moot, but most scientists 

agree that the Arctic environment will require special precautions to minimize the risks 

of accidental oil spills.  

 

2#,;/1*1? To implicate this argument properly, it is important to note that the only way to 

prevent the damage of oil spills is to prevent the spills in the first place – many neg responses 

will be regarding cleanup, etc. This argument works especially well when the relevance of the 

arctic ecosystem to the world in entirety is explained.   
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CON: Military presence risks pandemics  

 

2%.(4-#$?!As the arctic ice melts, new pathogens are released, becoming a pandemic with US 

military presence.  

 

@,%%,#$?!Melting glaciers are revealing new microbes and pathogens  

 

Ryan Varghese, "Climate change and glacier melting: risks for unusual outbreaks?,"  

Journal of Travel Medicine Oxford Academic, 1 Jan. 2023,  

https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/30/4/taad015/7017662 

 

Recent evidence from the .-#-$*)!,#,;/1*1!&3!1&*;!,#'!;,9-!1-'*4-#$1!3%&4!L,9-!^,S-#J!

#&%$A!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!0*%);-J!(#'-%1)&%-1!$A-!%*19!&3!5*%,;!1I*;;&5-%1!7-*#.!1(71$,#$*,;;/!

A*.A-%!#-,%!4-;$*#.!.;,)*-%1H!21!,!)&#1-m(-#)-!&3!*#)%-,1*#.!.;&7,;!>,%4*#.J!$A-!5*%,;!

,#'!7,)$-%*,;!I,$A& .-#1!$%,II-'!>*$A*#!$A-1-!.;,)*-%1!,#'!I-%4,3%&1$!*#!,!'&%4,#$!

1$,$-!)&(;'!,>,9-#J!*#3-)$!,#'!$%,#14*$!7-$>--#!-K*1$*#.!,#'!#->!3,(#,!*#!$A-!

I-%*IA-%/H In 2016, a heat wave melted the permafrost in northern Siberia, 

1(71-m(-#$;/!-KI&1*#.!,!),%),11!&3!%-*#'--%J!%-1(;$*#.!*#!,#!,#$A%,K!&($7%-,9J!

*#3-)$*#.!4&%-!$A,#!1-5-#!I-&I;-!,#'!9*;;*#.!&#-H A previous outbreak in this region 

was recorded in 1941. Samples obtained from Lake Hazen were subjected to DNA and 

RNA sequencing to identify signatures that closely resembled known viral species. 

Concurrently, potential animal, fungal and plant hosts were determined and gauged for 

their probability of infection by these viral species. However, the team did not identify 

and/or quantify new viral species or estimate their infection and transmission 

potentials.  

 

@,%%,#$?!Pathogens only escalate into a full scale pandemic with a bridge vector.  

 

Linda Geddes, "Next pandemic may come from melting glaciers, new data shows," The 
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Guardian, 18 Oct. 2022, 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/oct/19/next- 

pandemic-may-come-from-melting-glaciers-new-data-shows  

 

In 2014, scientists at France’s National Centre for Scientific Research in Aix-Marseille 

4,#,.-'!$&!%-5*5-!, !.*,#$!5*%(1!$A-/!*1&;,$-'!3%&4!+*7-%*,#!I-%4,3%&1$J!4,9*#.!*$!

*#3-)$*&(1!,.,*#!3&%!$A-!3*%1$!$*4-!*#!OVJVVV!/-,%1H!The study’s author, Jean-Michel 

Claverie, told the BBC ,$!$A-!$*4-!$A,$!-KI&1*#.!1()A!*)-!;,/-%1!)&(;'!7-!e,!%-)*I-!3&%!

'*1,1$-%fH!a5-#!1&J Aris-Brosou’s team cautioned that I%-'*)$*#.!,!A*.A!%*19!&3!1I*;;&5-%!

>,1!#&$!$A-!1,4-!,1!I%-'*)$*#.!,)$(,;!1I*;;&5-%1!&%!I,#'-4*)1H!e21!;&#.!,1!5*%(1-1!,#'!

$A-*%!y7%*'.-!5-)$&%1R!,%-!#&$!1*4(;$,#-&(1;/!I%-1-#$!*#!$A-!-#5*%&#4-#$J!$A-!

;*9-;*A&&'!&3!'%,4,$*)!-5-#$1!I%&7,7;/!%-4,*#1!;&>Jf they wrote. 

 
@,%%,#$?!The military uniquely spreads pandemics due to social factors.  

 

Claudia Chaufan et al., "The military as a neglected pathogen transmitter, from the  

Nineteenth century to COVID-19: a systematic review," BioMed Central Global 

Health Research and Policy, 10 Dec. 2021, 

https://ghrp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s41256-021-00232-0  

 

Our systematic review confirms that 4(;$*I;-!4-)A,#*141!'%*5-!'*1-,1-!$%,#14*11*&#!

>*$A*#!4*;*$,%/!4*11*&#1J!7,1-1J!,#'!4-'*),;!*#1$*$($*&#1J!*#$&!)*5*;*,#!I&I(;,$*&#1H 

Both $(*)*.(4&) mechanisms of transmission—a critical one being contaminated 

food/water—and "*4(&) mechanisms—such as crowded living, sleeping, and training 

practices—were common, and are shared by other social groups and institutions. 

However,!1-;-)$-'!1&)*,;!4-)A,#*141!>-%-!(#*m(-!$&!$A-!4*;*$,%/J!1()A!,1!I%-11(%-!

3%&4!4*;*$,%/!;-,'-%1A*I!$&!I%*&%*$*S-!4*;*$,%/!.&,;1!&5-%!I(7;*)!A-,;$A!1,3-$/!,#'!

&))(I,$*&# T1I-)*3*)!3%--'&4!&3!4&5-4-#$. @-!,;1&!3&(#'!$A,$!$A-1-!1&)*,;!

4-)A,#*141!A,5-!7--#!&))( %%*#.!*#!4*;*$,%/!-#5*%&#4-#$1!,1!-,%;/!,1!WlWVH!@-!I&1*$!

$A,$!$A-/!)&#$*#(-!*#$&!$A-!$>-#$/T3*%1$!)-#$(%/!'-1I*$-!9#&>;-'.-!&3!'*1-,1-!
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)&#$,*#4-#$!4-,1(%-1!7-),(1-!$A-/!,%-!.-#-%,;;/!,))-I$-'!,1!#&%4,;!,#'!#-)-11,%/!

$&!4*;*$,%/!.&,;1H!We also note that while our findings should not be construed as 

supporting any specific public health policy, #-.;-)$*#.!$A-!%&;-!&3!$A-!4*;*$,%/!,1!,!

I,$A&.-#!$%,#14*$$-%!4,/!A,5-!*4I&%$,#$!*4I;*),$*&#1!3&%!$A-!>-;;7-*#.!&3!

)&44(#*$*-1J!3&%!I&;*)/!3&%4(;,$*&#J!,#'!3&%!.;&7,;!A-,;$A!-m(*$/J!-1I-)*,;;/!,1!$A-!

4*;*$,%/!*1!*#)%-,1*#.;/!,11*.#-'!$,191!&5-%;,II*#.!$A&1-!&3!A(4,#*$,%*,#!,#'!4-'*),;!

I-%1&##-;H!!

!
"4I,)$?! The next pandemic could have a higher death toll than the coronavirus.  
 

Reuters, "Next pandemic could be more lethal than COVID, vaccine creator says,"   

6 Dec. 2021,  

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/next-pandemic-

could-be-more-lethal-than-covid-oxford-vaccine-creator-says-2021-12-06/ 

 
The novel )&%&#,5*%(1!A,1!9*;;-'!iHUQ!4*;;*&#!I-&I;-!,)%&11!$A-!>&%;', according to 

Johns Hopkins University, wiped out trillions of dollars in economic output and turned 

life upside down for billions of people. kGA-!$%($A!*1J!$A-!#-K$!&#-!)&(;'!7-!>&%1-H!"$!

)&(;'!7-!4&%-!)&#$,.*&(1J!&%!4&%-!;-$A,;J!&%!7&$AJk Sarah Gilbert said in the Richard 

Dimbleby Lecture, the BBC reported. "This will not be the last time a virus threatens our 

lives and our livelihoods." 

 
2#,;/1*1? You can explain that we have not seen a large pandemic from pathogens in the arctic 

yet because there isn’t high military presence currently, but adding the bridge vector is what 

causes this. It is also important to note that climate change is furthering the melting of glaciers 

(releasing more pathogens), so pay attention to areas of the round regarding climate change as 

it affects this contention.  

 !
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CON: Military presence allows destructive REM Mining  

 

2%.(4-#$?!The arctic is rich with REMs, military presence allows for mining, wreaking 

environmental havoc.   

 

@,%%,#$?!The Arctic holds an abundance of REMs   

 

Michael Brodka, "Arctic Competition, Climate Migration, and Rare Earths: Strategic  

Implications for the United States Amidst Climate Change," Strategy Bridge, 1 

Sept. 2021, https://thestrategybridge.org/the-bridge/2021/9/1/arctic-

competition-climate-migration-and-rare-earths-strategic-implications-for-the-

united-states-amidst-climate-change 

 

According to the U.S. Geological SurveyJ!eGA-!2%)$*)!*1!-1$*4,$-'!$&!A,%7&%!&5-%!gV!

7*;;*&#!7,%%-;1!&3!&*;!%-1-%5-1J!OV!I-%)-#$!&3!$A-!>&%;'R1!(#$,II-'!#,$(%,;!.,1J!,#'!

,%&(#'!&#-!$%*;;*&#!'&;;,%1R!>&%$A!&3!%,%-!-,%$A!4*#-%,;1Hf[8] Thawing ice has also 

opened trans-Arctic shipping routes, including the Northern Sea Route (NSR) and the 

Northwest Passage (NWP). The Northern Sea Route, for example, decreases transit time 

from Europe to Asia by nearly 40 percent, causing substantial future socioeconomic 

impacts on global shipping.[9] Moreover, as the Arctic strategic security buffer erodes 

for the U.S., competitors could gain access through emerging avenues to the homeland. 

Russia and China, the two great power rivals for the U.S., are quickly moving to positions 

of advantage in the Arctic to exploit growing economic and security opportunities. U.S. 

strategy must counter Russia’s Arctic military buildup and China’s gray zone activities in 

several Arctic states to secure its own economic and security interests. 

 
@,%%,#$? US military has power in Greenland  
 

Jacob Gronholt-Pedersen, Eric Onstad, "Mining magnets: Arctic island finds green power  
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can be a curse," Reuters, 1 March 2021, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-

rareearths-greenland-usa-china-insigh/mining-magnets-arctic-island-finds-green-

power-can-be-a-curse-idUSKBN2AU0FM 

 

Greenland’s I&1*$*&#!#-,%!$A-!-,1$-%#!3;,#9!&3!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!4,9-1!*$!,!1-#1*$*5-!

;&),$*&#. =&%4-%!:H+H!C%-1*'-#$!_&#,;'!G%(4I!&33-%-'!$&!7(/!$A-!*1;,#'!*#!UVWg, and 

he was not the first U.S. president to do so: In 1946 Harry S. Truman offered Denmark 

$100 million for it. 2!'-3-#)-!$%-,$/!7-$>--#!_-#4,%9!,#'!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!',$*#.!

7,)9!$&!WgiW!.*5-1!$A-!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!,;4&1$!(#;*4*$-'!%*.A$1!$A-%-J!,#'!<%--#;,#'!

A&(1-1!$A-!#&%$A-%#4&1$!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!7,1-H!

!

@,%%,#$?!Greenland will be co-operative. 

 
Vivienne Walt,  "The U.S. Has Had a Military Presence in Greenland Since  

1941. A Young New Leader Wants Much More," Time, 19 May 2021, 

https://time.com/6049749/greenland-mute-egede-u-s-blinken/ 

 

For Egede—who, at 34, is among the world’s youngest political leaders—it is a 

key moment. He says he hopes that, as China, Russia and the European Union 

scramble for Greenland’s natural resources, the U.S. might be spurred to invest 

more. ^*1!4-11,.-!$&!$A-!:H+HJ!A-!1,/1J!>*;;!7-!$A,$!>A*;-!<%--#;,#'!*1!A,II/!$&!

A&1$!*$1!4*;*$,%/J!*$!-KI-)$1!1&4-!7-#-3*$1!*#!%-$(%#H!eGA-!<%--#;,#'*)!I-&I;-!

>,#$!4&%-!.%&>$A!$A,#!\(1$!$A,$!4*;*$,%/!7,1-Jf Egede said over a Skype call 

from Greenland’s tiny capital city, Nuuk. “The U.S. wants to use the air base. We 

also need to have something for it.” 

 

"4I,)$?  REM mining harms the environment. 



Con Arguments   Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  216 

 
Jaya Nayar, "Not So “Green” Technology: The Complicated Legacy of Rare 

 Earth Mining," Harvard International Review, https://hir.harvard.edu/not-so-

green-technology-the-complicated-legacy-of-rare-earth-mining/ 

 

 
GA-%-!,%-!$>&!I%*4,%/!4-$A&'1!3&%!Eaa!4*#*#.J!7&$A!&3!>A*)A!%-;-,1-!$&K*)!)A-4*),;1!

*#$&!$A-!-#5*%&#4-#$H!GA-!3*%1$!*#5&;5-1!%-4&5*#.!$&I1&*;!,#'!)%-,$*#.!,!;-,)A*#.!I&#'!

>A-%-!)A-4*),;1!,%-!,''-'!$&!$A-!-K$%,)$-'!-,%$A!$&!1-I,%,$-!4-$,;1H This form of 

chemical erosion is common since the chemicals dissolve the rare earth, allowing it to 

be concentrated and then refined. ^&>-5-%J!;-,)A*#.!I&#'1J!3(;;!&3!$&K*)!)A-4*),;1J!

4,/ !;-,9 !*#$&!.%&(#'>,$-%!>A-#!#&$!I%&I-%;/!1-)(%-'!,#'!),#!1&4-$*4-1!

,33-)$!-#$*%-!>,$-%>,/1H GA-!1-)&#'!4-$A&'!*#5&;5-1!'%*;;*#.!A&;-1!*#$&!$A-!.%&(#'!

(1*#.!I&;/5*#/;!)A;&%*'-!NCb0P!I*I-1!,#'!%(77-%!A&1-1!$&!I(4I!)A-4*),;1!*#$&!$A-!

-,%$AJ!>A*)A!,;1&!)%-,$-1!,!;-,)A*#.!I&#'!>*$A!1*4*;,%!I%&7;-41H!AdditionallyJ!Cb0!

I*I-1!,%-!1&4-$*4-1!;-3$!*#!,%-,1!$A,$!,%-!#-5-%!);-,#-'!(IH!Z&$A!4-$A&'1!I%&'()-!

4&(#$,*#1!&3!$&K*)!>,1$-J!>*$A!A*.A!%*19!&3!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!,#'!A-,;$A!A,S,%'1H!=&%!

-5-%/!$&#!&3!%,%-!-,%$A!I%&'()-'J!$A-!4*#*#.!I%&)-11!/*-;'1 !WO9.!&3!'(1$J!gJQVVTWUJVVV!

)(7*)!4-$-%1!&3!>,1$-!.,1J!Xi!)(7*)!4-$-%1!&3!>,1$->,$-%J!,#'!&#-!$&#!&3!%,'*&,)$*5-!

%-1*'(-H This stems from the fact that rare earth element ores have metals that, when 

mixed with leaching pond chemicals, contaminate air, water, and soil. F&1$!>&%%/*#.!*1!

$A,$!%,%-!-,%$A!&%-1!,%-!&3$-#!;,)-' !>*$A!%,'*&,)$*5-!$A&%*(4!,#'!(%,#*(4J!>A*)A!

%-1(;$!*#!-1I-)*,;;/!'-$%*4-#$,;!A-,;$A!-33-)$1H!M5-%,;;J!3&%!-5-%/!$&#!&3!%,%-!

-,%$AJ!UJVVV!$&#1!&3!$&K*)!>,1$-!,%-!I%&'()-'H!

!

2#,;/1*1?!This argument works best when coupled with weighing about climate change and 

how the production of waste is irreversible. Making an argument that global warming is scalar, 

so even if small amounts of waste are created it would be detrimental, will help to explain the 

severity of the impact.  

 !
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CON: A small increase in presence is preferable  

 

2%.(4-#$?!A slight increase in US military presence is more beneficial than a substantial one.   

 

@,%%,#$?!Some kind of military buildup is inevitable – to what level is the question.  

 

Bryant Harris, "White House Arctic strategy calls for enhanced military presence,"  

Defense News, 7 Oct. 2022,  

https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2022/10/07/white-house-arctic-

strategy-calls-for-enhanced-military-presence/ 

 

GA-!@A*$-!^&(1-!on Friday!%-;-,1-'!, !WVT/-,%!2%)$*)!1$%,$-./ that emphasizes 

deterring increased Russian and Chinese activity in the region as global warming rapidly 

melts the polar ice caps, drastically transforming the environmentH!GA-!#->!1$%,$-./!

*'-#$*3*-1!3&(%!I*;;,%1!*#);('*#.!,#!-#A,#)-'!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-J!*#)%-,1-'!-K-%)*1-1!

>*$A!I,%$#-%!)&(#$%*-1!to “deter aggression in the Arctic, especially from Russia,” 

6ME2_!,*%!'-3-#1-!4&'-%#*S,$*&#!,#'!,''*$*&#,;!0&,1$!<(,%'!*)-7%-,9-%1J!,1!>-;;!,1!

7-$$-%!4,II*#.!,#'!)A,%$*#.!&3!$A-!%-.*&#R1!>,$-%1!,#'!>-,$A-%H!“The United States 

will enhance and exercise both our military and civilian capabilities in the Arctic as 

required to deter threats and to anticipate, prevent, and respond to both natural and 

human-made incidents,” the security section of the strategy states. e@-!>*;;!'--I-#!

)&&I-%,$*&#!>*$A!2%)$*)!2;;*-1!,#'!I,%$#-%1!*#!1(II&%$!&3!$A-1-!&7\-)$*5-1!,#'!$&!

4,#,.-!%*191!&3!3(%$A-%!4*;*$,%*S,$*&#!&%!(#*#$-#'-'!)&#3;*)$J!*#);('*#.!$A&1-!%-1(;$*#.!

3%&4!.-&I&;*$*),;!$-#1*&#1!>*$A!E(11*,Hf!

 

@,%%,#$? Military buildup bolsters already dangerous great power competition in the region.  

 

Christian Perez, "Military Buildup and Great Power Competition," Foreign Policy,  
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14 Dec 2020, https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/12/15/arctic-competition-defense-

militarization-security-russia-nato-war-games-china-power-map/ 

 

While there is relatively minimal risk of direct military conflict over resources or territory 

in the Arctic, .%-,$!I&>-%!)&4I-$*$*&#!$A-!%-.*&#!*1!1-$!$&!*#$-#1*3/!3&%!$A-!3&%-1--,7;-!

3($(%-H!C%&4*#-#$!2%)$*)!-KI-%$1!,.%--!$A,$!$A-%-!,%-!$>&!I%*4,%/J!1A&%$T$-%4!%*191!

$A,$!)&(;'!$%*..-%!4*;*$,%/!-1),;,$*&#!*#!$A-!%-.*&#?!,!4*1(#'-%1$,#'*#.!7-$>--#!

E(11*,#!,#'!62GM!3&%)-1!&%!-K$-%#,;!)&#3;*)$!1I*;;*#.!&5-%!*#$&!$A-!2%)$*)H!E(11*,!,#'!

62GM!)&(#$%*-1!*#)%-,1-'!4*;*$,%/!),I,)*$*-1!$A%&(.A&($!$A-!%-.*&#!4,.#*3/!7&$A!$A-!

;*9-;*A&&'!,#'!1-5-%*$/!&3!,!I&$-#$*,;!4*1(#'-%1$,#'*#.!&%!1I*;;&5-%!-5-#$!&))(%%*#.H!

+*#)-!$A-!-#'!&3!$A-!0&;'!@,%J!$A-!2%)$*)!A,1!7--#!,!%-.*&#!;,%.-;/!3%--!3%&4!&($1*'-!

.-&I&;*$*),;!'*1I($-1H!+*#)-!UVWhJ!A&>-5-%J!$A*1!'/#,4*)!A,1!)A,#.-'!%,I*';/H!The 

Arctic is now a key strategic region for both Russia and China, and any potential conflicts 

involving these nations are likely to include the Arctic. Preventing such a conflict is an 

expressed priority for Arctic nations. However, there is no forum or formal channel for 

nations to discuss Arctic defense priorities or resolve disputes. The lack of 

communication among major actors on defense and security issues further heightens 

the risk of a misunderstanding in the region, while making any potential conflict 

significantly harder to de-escalate. 

 

"4I,)$?  This kind of competition prevents cooperation.  

 

Christopher J. Bolan, Joel R. Hillison, "Managing the Twin Challenges of Competition  

and Cooperation," Modern War Institute, 19 April 2022, 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/managing-the-twin-challenges-of-competition-and-

cooperation/ 

But this isn’t your parents’ Cold War. Space is not the only area of competition. The 

Russian invasion of Ukraine might tempt US policymakers to fall back into a 0&;'!@,%!

4*#'1-$!$A,$!#,%%&>;/!3&)(1-1!&#!&#;/!$A-!*'-&;&.*),;!,#'!A,%'TI&>-%!)A,;;-#.-1!
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I%-1-#$-'!7/!#-,%TI--%!)&4I-$*$&%1!;*9-!E(11*,!,#'!0A*#,H!^&>-5-%J!1()A!,!#,%%&>!

3&)(1!,#'!I*#*#.!3&%!,!1*4I;-%!e>*$A!(1!&%!,.,*#1$!(1f!>&%;'!>&(;'!7-!,!1$%,$-.*)!

4*1),;)(;,$*&#H A farsighted strategy must address not only the most apparent security 

challenges associated with great power competition, but also those emergent, less 

visible challenges. 6&#$%,'*$*&#,;!1-)(%*$/!)A,;;-#.-1!;*9-!);*4,$-!)A,#.-J!$A-!1I%-,'!&3!

*#3-)$*&(1!'*1-,1-J!,#'!)/7-%,$$,)91!),#!&#;/!-33-)$*5-;/!7-!,''%-11-'!$A%&(.A!:+!

;-,'-%1A*I!$A,$!3&%.-1!-33-)$*5-!*#$-%#,$*&#,;!,#'!%-.*&#,;!)&&I-%,$*&#H!0&&I-%,$*&#!

,#'!I,%$#-%1A*I1!>*;;!&3$-#!&))(%!>*$A!;*9-T4*#'-'!'-4&)%,$*)!,;;*-1!7($!,;1&!>*$A!

,($A&%*$,%*,#!&%!,($A&%*$,%*,#T;-,#*#.!1$,$-1!>A-#!$A-!#,$*&#,;!*#$-%-1$!'-4,#'1!*$H!

2#,;/1*1?!This argument, when fully developed, can be used as an implication on many areas of 

the debate. Any issue such as climate change, other geopolitical tensions, etc. can be solved or 

addressed by co-operation.  
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CON:  Icebreakers are harmful .  

 

2%.(4-#$?!The military needs icebreakers to expand in the arctic. They are detrimental to the 

environment.     

 

@,%%,#$?!US has limited icebreakers currently.!!

!

Julia Nesheiwat, "Securing the north: Expanding the United States’ icebreaker fleet," 

Military Times, 26 Jan. 2022, 

https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2022/01/26/securing-the-

north-expanding-the-united-states-icebreaker-fleet/ 

!

Despite these growing needsJ!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'!)(%%-#$;/!&#;/!&I-%,$-1!$>&!

*)-7%-,9-%1J!$A-!C&;,%!+$,%!N,;%-,'/!WV!/-,%1!&5-%!*$1!OVT/-,%!;*3-!-KI-)$,#)/P!,#'!

^-,;/!N>A*)A!1(33-%-'!,#!-;-)$%*),;!3*%-!*#!UVUV!,#'!>,1!&#;/!%-)-#$;/!%-I,*%-'PJ!7&$A!

'*-1-; TI&>-%-'H!GA-!&#;/!&$A-%!$>&!:H+HT7,1-'!*)-7%-,9-%1!,%-!I%*5,$-;/!&>#-'!&%!

&I-%,$-'!7/!$A-!:#*5-%1*$/!&3!2;,19,H!

 

@,%%,#$? Ice breakers are needed for ANY kind of arctic activity.   

 

Paul C. Avey, "The Icebreaker Gap Doesn’t Mean America is Losing in the 

Arctic," War on the Rocks, 28 Nov. 2019, 

https://warontherocks.com/2019/11/the-icebreaker- 

gap-doesnt-mean-america-is-losing-in-the-arctic/ 

 

G&!7-!1(%-J!*)-7%-,9-%1!,%-!#-)-11,%/!$&!,))-11!I&;,%!,%-,1!-5-#!,1!*)-!)&5-%!

'*4*#*1A-1H!GA-/!,%-!,#!*4I&%$,#$!-;-4-#$!&3!2%)$*)!1&5-%-*.#$/!,1!,!%-1(;$H However, 

the number that other countries possess does not affect the number that the United 

States requires to provide access to its exclusive economic zone.   It is also unlikely that 
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a country would use icebreakers to stake a claim to the U.S. Arctic.  If it did, capabilities 

other than icebreakers would be better suited to dislodging them should diplomacy fail. 

 

@,%%,#$? Already have a demand, which only increases with further expansion.  

 

Patricia Kime, "Coast Guard Pleads for Commercial Icebreaker as Timeline 

for New Polar Cutter Falls Apart," Military, 17 Jan. 2023, 

https://www.military.com/daily- 

news/2023/04/19/unsure-when-its-new-icebreakers-will-be-built-coast-guard- 

pleads-congress-commercial-stopgap.html 

 

With China and Russia increasing their presence in the Arctic, and growing interest 

worldwide in the Arctic region's vast stores of rare minerals, oil and natural gas, the 

U.S., an Arctic nation, has a strategic interest in maintaining an ongoing presence in the 

region as well as maritime operations. 2))&%'*#.!$&!=,.,#J!$A-!)&(#$%/!#--'1!k-*.A$!$&!

#*#-k!*)-7%-,9-%1!*#!$A-!)&4*#.!'-),'-1!3&%!$A&1-!4*11*&#1!,#'!)(%%-#$;/!A,1!$>&!-- 

the 47-year-old heavy icebreaker Polar Star, capable of plying the ice floes of Antarctica, 

and the 26-year-old medium icebreaker Healy, used for Arctic operations and research. 

 
"4I,)$?  Icebreakers cause irreparable damage to the environment.  
 

Brian Czech, "Icebreakers in the Arctic: An Overlooked Environmental 

Concern," Center for the Advancement of the Steady State Economy, 14 April 

2022, https://steadystate.org/icebreakers-in-the-arctic-an-overlooked 

environmental-concern/ 

 

Little information is available about the environmental concerns that icebreakers pose. 

L*$-%,$(%-!A*.A;*.A$1!$A-!I-%)-*5-'!eI&1*$*5-1f—scientific exploration, search and 

rescue, trade and shipping, and competition amongst nations—,1!7-*#.!4&%-!
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*4I&%$,#$!$A,#!)&#1*'-%*#.!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!'-.%,',$*&#H However, here’s what we 

know. ")-7%-,9-%1!7%-,9!*)-H!21!$A-!7%&9-#!*)-!4-;$1J!1(#;*.A$!*1!,71&%7-'J!;-,'*#.!$&!

*#)%-,1-'!$-4I-%,$(%-1J!,#'!$A(1!4&%-!*)-!4-;$*#.H An icebreaker cruising through the 

ice for 1,000 kilometers (620 miles), ;-,5*#.!,#!*)- T3%--!>,9-!&3!$-#!4-$-%1!NOO!3--$PJ!

>&(;'!&I-#!,#!,%-,!&3!>,$-%!$-#!1m(,%-!9*;&4-$-%1!NOHg!1m(,%-!4*;-1P!&5-%!$A-!-#$*%-!

)%(*1-H!2;$A&(.A!$A-!2%)$*)!+-,!)&5-%1!,7&($!hJVVV!9*;&4-$-%1!NUiVV!4*;-1PJ!,#/!

,4&(#$!&3!*)-!7%-,9*#.!A,%41!$A-!-#5*%&#4-#$H!@*$A!$A-!)&#$*#(,;!(1-!&3!*)-7%-,9-%!

1A*I1J!$A-!2%)$*)!>*;;!)&#$*#(-!$&!;&&9!4&%-!;*9-!*)-!)(7-1!4-;$*#.!*#!,!.;,11!&3!>,$-%H 

As melting endures, we will continue to see environmental effects around the world. 

0A,#.-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!+-,!*)-!I,$$-%#!;-,'1!$&!,!%*1-!*#!1-,!;-5-;1!.;&7,;;/H!L&>T;/*#.!

'-5-;&I-'!,%-,1!*#!$A-!<(;3!0&,1$!,#' !$A-!4*' T2$;,#$*)!%-.*&#1!,%-!-1I-)*,;;/ !,$!

%*19!3%&4!1-,T;-5-;!%*1-H!GA-!%-)-#$!.%&>$A!&3!)&,1$,;!,%-,1!A,1!%-1(;$-'!*#!;,%.-%!

I&I(;,$*&#1!,#'!4&%-!5,;(,7;-!)&,1$,;!I%&I-%$/!7-*#.!,$!%*19!3%&4!1-,T;-5-;!%*1-H!

F,\&%!IA/1*),;!*4I,)$1!&3!,!%*1-!*#!1-,!;-5-;!*#);('-!-%&1*&#!&3!7-,)A-1J!*#(#',$*&#!&3!

'-;$,1!,1!>-;;!,1!3;&&'*#.!,#'!;&11!&3!4,#/!4,%1A-1!,#'!>-$;,#'1H!"#)%-,1-'!1,;*#*$/!

>*;;!;*9-;/!7-)&4- !, !I%&7;-4!*#!)&,1$,;!,m(*3-%1!,#'!-1$(,%*#-!1/1$-41!7-),(1-!&3!

1,;$>,$-%!*#$%(1*&#H!0A,#.-1!*#!2%)$*)!*)-!I,$$-%#1!,%-!,;1&!;-,'*#.!$&!4&%-!3%-m(-#$!

-K$%-4-!>-,$A-%H In the past few years, such extreme weather has been 

seen particularly across the east coast of the USA, western Europe, and central Asia. !

!

2#,;/1*1?!It is useful to understand that Russian icebreakers are nuclear so do not cause the 

same kind of damage, meaning this contention is specific to an increase in US military buildup. 

Any argument the Pro reads about military activity will only bolster this contention as 

icebreakers are a pre-requisite for any of that to occur.  

 
 



�$�P�O���3�F�T�Q�P�O�T�F�T���U�P��
�1�S�P���"�S�H�V�N�F�O�U�T

�$�I�B�N�Q�J�P�O���#�S�J�F�G�T
�4�F�Q�U���0�D�U������ ����

�1�V�C�M�J�D���' �P�S�V�N���#�S�J�F�G
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A/2:  Military presence ensures access to the Northern Sea 

Route  

 

!

2%.(4-#$?!Increasing a military presence to secure the Northern Sea Route would have 

devastating consequences!

!

@,%%,#$?!The US government has previously threatened to send vessels to the Arctic for the 

purposes of securing the Northern Sea Route 

 

Humpert, Malte. “US Navy plans to send surface vessels through the Arctic.” 724%(4!L*;&/, 

March 12, 2019, https://www.arctictoday.com/us-navy-plans-to-send-surface-

vessels-through-the-arctic/. 

 

"#!,!#(47-%!&3!1$,$-4-#$1!,1!%-)-#$;/!,1!;,1$!>--9!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!;-,'-%1!'*1)(11-'!,!

)A,#.-!&3!$A-!)&(#$%/R1!I&;*)/!,#'!,II%&,)A!$&>,%'1!$A-!2%)$*)!%-.*&#H!"#!3%&#$!&3!$A-!

+-#,$-!2%4-'!+-%5*)-1!0&44*$$--!<-#-%,;!0(%$*1!+),I,%%&$$*J!)&44,#'-%!&3!$A-!:+!

a(%&I-,#!0&44,#'J!-KI;,*#-'!$A,$!$A-!-33-)$!&3!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!*1!,;$-%*#.!$A-!6,5/R1!

),;)(;,$*&#1H!e6&>!$A-!6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-!*1!&I-#!4&%-!&3$-#J!,#'!$A-%-!*1!,!%-1&(%)-!

,#'!)&44-%)*,;!*#$-%-1$!*#!*$H!njo!GA*1!)%-,$-1!)&4I-$*$*&#Hf!+),I,%%&$$*!>-#$!&#!$&!

-KI;,*#!$A,$!:H+H!3&%)-1!A,5-!(I',$-'!$A-*%!I;,#1J!*#);('*#.!'-I;&/4-#$!&3!4*;*$,%/!

3&%)-1!,#'!&I-%,$*&#,;!$%-#'1!*#!&%'-%!$&!I%&5*'-!)&#$,*#4-#$H!e@-!1-#'!,!1*.#,;!$A,$!

$A-!2%)$*)!*1!*4I&%$,#$!$&!(1Jf!A-!,''-'H!GA*1!1-#$*4-#$!>,1!-)A&-'!7/!6,5/!+-)%-$,%/!

E*)A,%'!bH!+I-#)-%!>A&!-KI;,*#-'!$A,$!$A-!%,I*'!&I-#*#.!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#!$&!

1A*II*#.!$%,33*)!%-m(*%-1!$A-!6,5/R1!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H “As an example, this 

summer, the [chief of naval operations] and I have talked about having some ships make 

the transit in the Arctic.” Spencer confirmed that the planned voyage would be a freedom 
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of navigation exercise, but would not confirm if this would involve a voyage along or near 

Russia’s Northern Sea Route. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Engaging in such an operation would fail because of the United State’s poor 

icebreaking capabilities 

 

Auerswald, David. “Now is not the time for a FONOP in the Arctic.” O&2!*'!%-,!D*41", 

October 11, 2019, https://warontherocks.com/2019/10/now-is-not-the-time-for-a-

fonop-in-the-arctic/. 

 

The United States has a big problem if it wants to conduct an Arctic FONOP — it doesn’t 

have the right ships to do it. GA-!6,5/!A,1!#&!*)-T),I,7;-!>,%1A*I1!*#!*$1!*#5-#$&%/J!

$A&(.A!*$!*1!1$('/*#.!$A-!*11(-H!GA&(.A!$A-!0&,1$!<(,%'!A,1!&#-!A-,5/!,#'!&#-!4-'*(4!

*)-7%-,9-%J!#-*$A-%!*1!,5,*;,7;-!3&%!,!=M6MC!*#!$A*1!%-.*&#H!GA-!A-,5/!*)-7%-,9-%J!$A-!

C&;,%!+$,%J!*1!'-'*),$-'!$&!%-1(II;/*#.!2#$,%)$*)!%-1-,%)A!1$,$*&#1!3&%!%&(.A;/!1-5-#!

4&#$A1!,!/-,%H!"$!*1!*#!'%/T'&)9!3&%!%-I,*%1!,#'!%-3*$$*#.!'(%*#.!$A-!6&%$A-%#!

^-4*1IA-%-R1!1(44-%J!-K,)$;/!$A-!$*4-!>A-#!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!>&(;'!)&#' ()$!,!

=M6MCH!GA-!4-'*(4!*)-7%-,9-%J!$A-!^-,;/J!*1!(1-'!,;&#.!$A-!2;,19,!)&,1$!'(%*#.!

#,5*.,7;-!1(44-%!4&#$A1!3&%!1-,%)A!,#'!%-1)(-!,#'!$&!1(II&%$!2%)$*)!1)*-#$*3*)!

4*11*&#1H!F&1$!*4I&%$,#$;/J!7&$A!1A*I1!,%-!&;'!,#'!)&(;'!7%-,9!'&>#!'(%*#.!,!=M6MCH!

"#!$A,$!-5-#$J!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!>&(;'!A,5-!$&!,19!E(11*,!3&%!-4-%.-#)/!,11*1$,#)-H 

Alternatively, Washington could partner with a country that had spare summer 

icebreaking capacity — like Finland or Sweden — but would have to convince that 

partner that the benefits of challenging Russian policy would outweigh the likely Russian 

blowback aimed at them. That capability deficit would leave a U.S. FONOP vulnerable to 

the highly changeable and potentially severe Arctic environment. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Even with balanced capabilities, such an operation would carry negative 

consequences upon success as well 
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Auerswald, David. “Now is not the time for a FONOP in the Arctic.” War on the Rocks, 

October 11, 2019, https://warontherocks.com/2019/10/now-is-not-the-time-for-a-

fonop-in-the-arctic/. 

 

GA-%-!,%-!I&$-#$*,;;/!7,'!1-)&#',%/!)&#1-m(-#)-1!-5-#!*3!,!:H+H!=M6MC!1())--'1H!

E(11*,!A,1!)&%-!*#$-%-1$1!,$!1$,9-!,;&#.!$A-!6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-H!GA-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!'&-1!

#&$H!E(11*,!)&(;'!%-*4I&1-!6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-!%-1$%*)$*&#1!*44-'*,$-;/!,3$-%!,!:H+H!

=M6MC!&%!'-I;&/!4&%-!-K$-#1*5-!E(11*,#!),I,7*;*$*-1J!4,9*#.!3($(%-!=M6MC1!4&%-!

'*33*)(;$H!E-4-47-%!$A,$!E(11*,#!7-A,5*&%!*#!0%*4-,J!-,1$-%#!:9%,*#-J!,#'!&#;*#-!N>*$A!

%-.,%'!$&!-;-)$*&#!*#$-%3-%-#)-P!)&#$*#(-'!-5-#!*#!$A-!3,)-!&3!@-1$-%#!1,#)$*&#1H!"3!

E(11*,#!7-A,5*&%!'*'!#&$!)A,#.-!*#!%-1I&#1-!$&!1$%&#.!1,#)$*&#1J!$A-%-!*1!;*$$;-!%-,1&#!

$&!$A*#9!$A,$!*$!>*;;!)A,#.-!,3$-%!,!3->!:H+H!1A*I1!1,*;!$A%&(.A!$A-!6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-H!

:H+H!&33*)*,;1!,;1&!1A&(;'!(#'-%1$,#'!$A,$!#&#-!&3!$A*1!>*;;!7-!'&#-!*#!*1&;,$*&#H!2!

1())-113(;!=M6MC!A,1!*4I;*),$*&#1!3&%!$A-!24-%*),#!,#'!0,#,'*,#!'*1I($-!&5-%!$A-!

6&%$A>-1$!C,11,.-J!>A*)A!0,#,',!);,*41!*1!,#!*#$-%#,;!>,$-%>,/!,#'!,!)&%-!0,#,'*,#!

*#$-%-1$H!GA-!0,#,'*,#1!>&(;'!A,5-!$&!>&#'-%!*3!$A-!24-%*),#1!>&(;'!3--;!7&(#'!$&!

,)$*5-;/!)&#$-1$!0,#,',R1!);,*4J!%,$A-%!$A,#!m(*-$;/!,.%--*#.!$&!'*1,.%--!,1!A,1!7--#!

$A-!),1-!1*#)-!$A-!WglV1H!2!6&%$A>-1$!C,11,.-!'*1I($-!>&(;'!3(%$A-%!1$%,*#!)%&11T

7&%'-%!%-;,$*&#1J!>*$A!*4I;*),$*&#1!3&%!7*;,$-%,;!I&;*$*),;J!$%,'-J!,#'!1-)(%*$/!

)&&I-%,$*&#H!=*#,;;/J!1A*II*#.!)&4I,#*-1!4,/!)&#$*#(-!$&!)&4I;/!>*$A!E(11*,#!

'-4,#'1!-5-#!*3!,!=M6MC!1())--'1!7-),(1-!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!),##&$!4,*#$,*#!,!

I-%4,#-#$!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-H!Shipping companies are loath to travel 

routes unless indemnified from loss, and insurance companies hate risk. Yes, Russian tolls 

will inflate shipping costs. Yet shipping companies will be under significant pressure from 

insurance companies to pay a known toll rather than risk the much larger potential cost 

of losing a vessel (either to ice, weather, or the Russians). As a result, shippers will comply 

with Russian demands if they want insurance because the costs of user compliance are 

lower than the potential costs of noncompliance. 
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2#,;/1*1?!This is a good response because it not only highlights reasons why an operation in the 

Arctic would fail, but reasons why an operation would be bad even if it succeeded. This tactic 

will give teams more routes to the ballot in the back half of the debate. 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence dete rs China-Russia collaboration  

!

2%.(4-#$?!Collaboration and cooperation are key to fostering scientific progress 

!

@,%%,#$?!The Arctic remains our best shot at scientific and economic cooperation between 

world powers 

 

Fields, Stanley and Kevin Lunday. “The Arctic: Shrinking Ice, Growing Importance.” 

7+,2(4&'!?&2!7""*4(&%(*', Jan. 9, 2023, 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/law_national_security/publications/aba-

standing-committee-on-law-and-national-security-60-th-anniversary-an-

anthology/the-arctic-shrinking-ice-growing-importance/. 

 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has significantly disrupted the geopolitical environment. It is 

unclear how the Arctic will be impacted as established international norms and 

governance are being challenged. "#!$A-&%/J!$A-!2%)$*)!)&(;'!7-!&#-!,%-,!>A-%-!E(11*,J!

0A*#,J!,#'!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!3*#'!&II&%$(#*$*-1!3&%!)&44(#*),$*&#!,#'!'*,;&.(-!&5-%!

1A,%-'!*#$-%-1$1J!'-1I*$-!$-#1*&#1!-;1->A-%-H!GA-!2%)$*)!I%-1-#$1!,!(#*m(-!&II&%$(#*$/!

3&%!)&#1$%()$*5-!'*,;&.(-!,#'!)&&I-%,$*&#!7-$>--#!E(11*,J!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1J!,#'!$A-!

&$A-%!2%)$*)!#,$*&#1H!E(11*,!1--91!$&!-1$,7;*1A!$A-!6&%$A-%#!+-,!E&($-!,1!,!.;&7,;;/!

%-)&.#*S-'!$%,#1I&%$,$*&#!)&%%*'&%!$A,$!1*.#*3*),#$;/!%-'()-1!$A-!'*1$,#)-J!$%,5-;!$*4-J!

,#'!3(-;!)&1$1!7-$>--#!a(%&I-,#!,#'!21*,#!4,%9-$1J!$A-%-7/!,;;&>*#.!.&&'1!$&!7-!

$%,#1I&%$-'!3,1$-%!,#'!)A-,I-%H!2A4,'!,#'!d,3,%J!1(I%,c!8,4-1!Y%,19,J!"#$-%#,$*&#,;!

+-)(%*$/!,#'!"#$-%#,$*&#,;!L,>!*#!$A-!6&%$A>-1$!C,11,.-J!hU!b,#'-%7*;$!8H!&3!

G%,#1#,$*&#,;!LH!WWVgJ!WWUh!NUVUWPH!F&%-&5-%J!E(11*,R1!-)&#&4*)!5*,7*;*$/!,#'!-#-%./!

*#'-I-#'-#)-!A*#.-1!&#!$A-!2%)$*)!7-),(1-!Xiq!&3!*$1!&*;!%-1-%5-1!,#'!giq!&3!*$1!#,$(%,;!

.,1!%-1-%5-1!,%-!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!:H+H!_-IR$!&3!$A-!2%4/J!WVJ!1(I%,H!G&!1-%5-!*$1!&>#!

*#$-%-1$1J!E(11*,!)&(;'!)A&&1-!,!4&%-!)&;;,7&%,$*5-!,II%&,)A!$&!-1$,7;*1A*#.!&%!

%-*#3&%)*#.!#&%41!3&%!4,%*$*4-!;,>!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H 
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@,%%,#$?!Unfortunately, a militarized Arctic would undermine that cooperation 

 

Greenwood, Jeremy. “Could the Arctic be a Wedge Between Russia and China?” War on 

the Rocks, Apr. 4, 2022, https://warontherocks.com/2022/04/could-the-arctic-be-

a-wedge-between-russia-and-china/. 

 

=*#;,#'!,#'!+>-'-#J!)(%%-#$;/!#&# T62GM!2%)$*)!1$,$-1J!A,5-!7-.(#!%-)&#1*'-%*#.!$A-*%!

1$,#)-!&#!$A-!,;;*,#)-H!+A&(;'!$A-/!\&*#!62GMJ!1A*3$*#.!$A-!2%)$*)!1$,$-!7,;,#)-!3%&4!

3*5-!62GM!4-47-%1!$&!1-5-#!>&(;'!1-#'!,!1$%&#.!1*.#,;!$&!F&1)&>!&#!$A-!3-,1*7*;*$/!&3!

3($(%-!2%)$*)!)&&I-%,$*&#!,1!>-;;!,1!$&!Z-*\*#.!&#!$A-!1(1$,*#,7*;*$/!&3!*$1!

&4#*'*%-)$*&#,;!2%)$*)!'*I;&4,)/H It may also embolden NATO as a new forum for Arctic 

cooperation and increase non-Arctic NATO members’ interest in Arctic matters. In the 

long run, this may lead to a more militaristic view of Arctic cooperation and one that 

bodes ill for climate and economic cooperation. 

 

@,%%,#$?!A militarized Arctic uniquely undermines climate cooperation 

 

Gardiner, Barry. “As the ice melts, a perilous Russian threat is emerging in the Arctic.” L-,!

N#&2;(&', June 13, 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jun/13/arctic-russia-nato-

putin-climate. 

 

2!4*;*$,%*1-'!2%)$*)!>&(;'!(#'-%4*#-!1)*-#$*3*)!)&&I-%,$*&#!,#'!I&1-!,#!-K*1$-#$*,;!

$A%-,$H!+&4-A&>J!>-!#--'!,!'*I;&4,$*)!-33&%$!$&!1-I,%,$-!$A-!I&;*$*)1!&3!>,%!3%&4!$A-!

*4I-%,$*5-1!&3!);*4,$-!%-1-,%)AH!_(%*#.!$A-!)&;'!>,%J!$A-!:++E!,#'!$A-!>-1$!A,'!

)(;$(%,;!,#'!1)*-#$*3*)!-K)A,#.-1!$A,$!9-I$!7,)9T)A,##-;1!&3!)&44(#*),$*&#!&I-#!>A-#!

I&;*$*),;!$-4I-%,$(%-1!>-%-!%(##*#.!A*.AH!6&>J!4&%-!$A,#!-5-%J!>-!#--'!1*4*;,%!

*#*$*,$*5-1!$&!$A,>!$A-!I-%4,3%&1$!7-$>--#!E(11*,#!,#'!>-1$-%#!%-1-,%)A!-33&%$1H!
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!

2#,;/1*1?!This argument is good because it counters a high-magnitude impact with another 

high-magnitude impact of higher probability, making weighing relatively easy. 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence extends  American hegemony  

!

2%.(4-#$?!An increased US military presence increases the chances of war 

!

@,%%,#$?!Increased Arctic competition creates unsustainable tension 

 

O’Connor, Tom. “US-Russia Tensions On Rise in Europe, But the Arctic Is Their True 

Frontier.” Newsweek, Feb. 18, 2022, https://www.newsweek.com/us-russia-

tensions-rise-europe-arctic-their-true-frontier-1680453. 

 

Perhaps most concerning to Sfraga and other Arctic-oriented experts and officials is the 

potential breakdown of longstanding deconfliction measures at a time of heightened 

military activity in the region. @A*;-!,!C-#$,.&#!1I&9-1I-%1&#!$&;'!6->1>--9!$A,$!#&!

:H+H!(#*$1!>-%-!)(%%-#$;/!&#!A-*.A$-#-'!,;-%$!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!,!:H+H!&33*)*,;!>*$A!>A&4!

6->1>--9!%-)-#$;/!1I&9-!-KI-)$-'!E(11*,!$&!$,9-!1()A!,!4-,1(%-J!*#);('*#.!*#!*$1!

6&%$A-%#!=;--$J!1A&(;'!:9%,*#-T%-;,$-'!$-#1*&#1!7&*;!&5-%H!2#'!+3%,.,!1,*'!,!I&$-#$*,;!

k4*1),;)(;,$*&#k!7-$>--#!$A-!%*5,;1J!>A*)A!)&(;'!7%-,9!'&>#!$&!\(1$!&#-!I*;&$!4,9*#.!

$A-!>%&#.!),;;!*#!$A-!A-,$!&3!$A-!4&4-#$J!A,1!3&%!/-,%1!7--#!A*.A!&#!$A-!;*1$1!&3!

)&#)-%#1!3&%!A*4!,#'!3&%!A*1!)&;;-,.(-1H!Z($!>A,$!>,1!&#)-!$A-&%-$*),;!*1!7-)&4*#.!,#!

,;; T$&&T%-,;!3-,%H!k"$r1!,!)&#)-%#!$A,$!>-#$!3%&4!,!r14,;;!)r!$&!,!r7*.!0r!\(1$!*#!$A-!;,1$!

/-,%Jk Sfraga said, "and now that 'C' is flashing to me because the tensions are high, the 

pace is higher, the risks, the stakes are higher." 

 

@,%%,#$?!Russia views the Arctic as all-or-nothing and the US as their key competitiors 

 

Ahmed, Shaheer. “Russia’s Reimagined Arctic in the Age of Geopolitical Competition.” 

J*#2'&)!*B!A';*K=&4(B(4!7BB&(2", n.d., 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/2959221/russias-

reimagined-arctic-in-the-age-of-geopolitical-competition/. 
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Russian Arctic strategy aims to develop untapped energy reservoirs to elevate its 

economy. This includes the interrelated projects of Yamal LNG (liquified natural gas) and 

the Northern Sea Route (NSR), which are strengthening the Russian economy, reducing 

maritime routes, and assisting Russia to become a dominant power in the region. Besides 

this, Russian attempts to develop and utilize the NSR as a global shipping artery raise the 

value of the Arctic in the Kremlin’s geopolitical calculus. F&%-&5-%J!E(11*,!I-%)-*5-1!$A-!

:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,1!,!.-&I&;*$*),;!)&4I-$*$&%!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!GA(1J!F&1)&>!*1!(#'-%.&*#.!,#!

&5-%A,(;!&3!$A-!+&5*-$T-%,!7,1-1!$&!)&(#$-%!$A%-,$1!$&!*$1!&*;!,#'!.,1!$-%4*#,;1!,#'!

%-*#3&%)-!*$1!I&1*$*&#!,1!,!4,%*$*4-!I&>-%H!E(11*,R1!'-);*#*#.!-#-%./!,11-$1!,#'!*$1!

1$,$(1!&3!,#!-#-%./!1(I-%I&>-%!,1!*$1!3&%-*.#!I&;*)/!$&&;!,%-!$A-!4&$*5-1!$&!4,*#$,*#!*$1!

A&;'!&#!$A-!(#$,II-'!-#-%./!%-1-%5&*%1!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!GA-%-3&%-J!$A-!*#$-%I;,/!&3!

-)&#&4*)1!,#'!.-&I&;*$*)1!A,1!$%,#13&%4-'!$A-!%-.*&#!*#$&!,!A&$1I&$!3&%!,!%-#->-'!

.-&I&;*$*),;!)&4I-$*$*&#!,4&#.!$A-!.%-,$!I&>-%1H!

 

@,%%,#$?!Russian activity in the Arctic is key to the country’s nuclear capabilities 

 

Greenwood, Jeremy. “Great Power Competition and Overseas Basing in the Arctic.” 

?2**1('." , 2023, https://www.brookings.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2023/02/FP_20230207_arctic_basing_greenwood.pdf. 

 

Much has been made about Russia’s “military buildup” in the Arctic region and its 

renewal of old military bases along its northern coastlineH!"$!*1!-1$*4,$-'!$A,$!E(11*,!A,1!

#-,%;/!OV!4*;*$,%/!&%!'(,;T(1-!3,)*;*$*-1!*#!,)$*5-!(1-!&%!(#'-%!)&#1$%()$*&#!#&%$A!&3!$A-!

2%)$*)!0*%);-J!*#);('*#.!,*%!7,1-1J!#,5,;!I&%$1J!%,'*&u)&44(#*),$*&#1!3,)*;*$*-1J!,#'!

4*;*$,%/!#();-,%!3,)*;*$*-1H!+&4-!&3!$A-1-!3,)*;*$*-1!,%-!m(*$-!-;,7&%,$-!,#'!,%-!4*;*$,%*;/!

),I,7;-J!.*5-#!$A,$!E(11*,!A,1!4,'-!1*.#*3*),#$!*#5-1$4-#$1!*#!4*;*$,%/!I&>-%!>-;;!*#$&!

$A-!)-#$%,;!2%)$*)!M)-,#H!E(11*,R1!7,1-1!*#1*'-!$A-!2%)$*)!0*%);-!&($#(47-%!62GMR1!7/!

,7&($!,!$A*%'J!,))&%'*#.!$&!',$,!)&4I*;-'!7/!E-($-%1!,#'!$A-!"#$-%#,$*&#,;!"#1$*$($-!3&%!
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+$%,$-.*)!+$('*-1H!M3!)&(%1-J!E(11*,!A,1!,;>,/1!7--#!,#!2%)$*)!#,$*&#!,#'!A,1!I%*&%*$*S-'!

$A-!2%)$*)!1*#)-!$A-!WQ$A!)-#$(%/!,#'!$A-!)&#m(-1$!&3!+*7-%*,H!G&',/J!$A-!2%)$*)!*1!,#!

-11-#$*,;!,))-11!I&*#$!3&%!E(11*,#!#,5,;!,11-$1!*#!,#'!,%&(#'!$A-!Y&;,!C-#*#1(;,!,#'!*1!

)%*$*),;!$&!E(11*,R1!,7*;*$/!$&!4,*#$,*#!,!1-)&#'T1$%*9-!),I,7*;*$/!*#!$A-!(#;*9-;/!-5-#$!&3!

#();-,%!)&#3;*)$!>*$A!$A-!@-1$H Moscow views the Arctic as one of the largest fronts in its 

competition with Europe and NATO forces, and the likely accession of Sweden and 

Finland to NATO will only intensify that view. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Russian nuclear capabilities are key to deterrence 

 

Gottemoeller, Rose. “The Standstill Conundrum,” L,P&"!F&%(*'&)!<,4#2(%/!D,3(,I, Fall 

2021, https://tnsr.org/2021/10/the-standstill-conundrum-the-advent-of-second-

strike-vulnerability-and-options-to-address-it/. 

 

Communications with submerged submarines have always been difficult, and 

communications for something so important as nuclear launch orders are many times 

more so. The United States has worked hard to overcome these difficulties. But 

nevertheless, Moscow and Beijing can take advantage of the greater simplicity of 

communicating with above-ground nuclear units, despite the need to maintain 

operational security at a high level. All of this is a vast simplification, of course: U.S. 

submarine-based missiles are highly accurate and could, in theory, be part of a first-strike 

targeting package. L*9->*1-J!3&%!$A-!E(11*,#!4&7*;-!"0ZF!3&%)-?!"$!*1!A*.A;/!,))(%,$-!,#'!

)&(;'!I,%$*)*I,$-!*#!,!3*%1$!1$%*9-H!Z($!#&!4,$$-%!>A,$J!$A-*%!)&#)-,;4-#$!4-,#1!$A,$!

1&4-!I&%$*&#!&3!$A-4J!7&$A!:H+H!1(74,%*#-T7,1-'!4*11*;-1!, #'!E(11*,#!.%&(#'T7,1-'!

4*11*;-1J!>&(;'!7-!%-1-%5-'!3&%!,11(%-'!%-$,;*,$*&#!` !,!1-)&#'!1$%*9-H!GA-!,7*;*$/!$&!

1())-113(;;/!%-$,;*,$-!-5-#!,3$-%!,!'-5,1$,$*#.!3*%1$!#();-,%!1$%*9-!A,1!;&#.!7--#!1--#!,1!

$A,$!5*$,;!*#1(%,#)-!I&;*)/!,#'!,!)&%#-%1$&#-!&3!1$%,$-.*)!1$,7*;*$/H!Z-),(1-!&3!$A*1J!-,)A!

1*'-!1(1I-)$1!$A-!&$A-%!&3!7-*#.!&#!,!;&#.!m(-1$!$&!(#'&!$A-!1-)&#'T1$%*9-!%-$,;*,$&%/!

),I,7*;*$/!&3!$A-!&$A-%!1*'-H!"$!>&(;'!7-!&#-!>,/!$&!.,*#!,!'-)*1*5-!1$%,$-.*)!,'5,#$,.-H 
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!

2#,;/1*1?!This response is good because it links into a strong, high-magnitude impact (nuclear 

war), fully turning the original argument. To make this stronger, teams might link into other 

negative aspects of American hegemony, like economic impacts. 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence preserves access to ra re earth minerals  

!

2%.(4-#$?!A US military presence not preserve access to rare earth minerals but would ignite 

tensions with Russia 

!

@,%%,#$?!Rare earth metals are located in the Arctic, but on the territory of US ally Sweden 

 

Chatterjee, Phelan. “Huge rare earth metals discovery in Arctic Sweden.” ??M!F,I" , 

January 12, 2023, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64253708. 

 

a(%&I-r1!;,%.-1$!'-I&1*$!&3!%,%-!-,%$A1!T!>A*)A!,%-!(1-'!3%&4!4&7*;-!IA&#-1!$&!4*11*;-1!

T!A,1!7--#!3&(#'!*#!+>-'-#H!6&!%,%-!-,%$A1!,%-!4*#-'!*#!a(%&I-!,$!$A-!4&4-#$!,#'!,!

+>-'*1A!4*#*1$-%!A,*;-'!$A-!3*#'!,1!,!>,/!&3!%-'()*#.!$A-!a:r1!'-I-#'-#)-!&#!0A*#,H!

GA-!'*1)&5-%/!*1!,;1&!7-*#.!1--#!,1!k'-)*1*5-k!3&%!$A-!.%--#!$%,#1*$*&#J!.*5-#!$A-!

-KI-)$-'!%*1-!*#!'-4,#'!3&%!-;-)$%*)!5-A*);-1!,#'!>*#'!$(%7*#-1H!+&4-!glq!&3!%,%-!

-,%$A1!(1-'!*#!$A-!a:!*#!UVUW!>-%-!*4I&%$-'!3%&4!0A*#,H!M5-%!&#-!4*;;*&#!$&##-1!,%-!

%-I&%$-'!$&!A,5-!#&>!7--#!3&(#'!*#!+>-'-#r1!3,%!#&%$AH Although significant, that is a 

fraction of the world's 120-million-tonne reserves, according to a US estimate. The term 

rare earth refers to a group of 17 elements that are used to make a range of products and 

infrastructure which are increasingly important to everyday life. They can be found in 

mobiles, hard drives and trains. But they are also important for green technology 

including wind turbines and electric vehicles. Some are essential for military equipment 

like missile guidance systems. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Significant amounts of rare earth minerals are located in Greenland, also a US ally 

 

Northam, Jackie. “Greenland Is Not For Sale. But It Has Rare Earth Minerals America 

Wants.” F=D, November 24, 2019, 
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https://www.npr.org/2019/11/24/781598549/greenland-is-not-for-sale-but-it-has-

the-rare-earth-minerals-america-wants. 

 

GA-!1&($A-%#!<%--#;,#'!$&>#!&3!6,%1,m!*1!\(1$!,!1I-)9!&3!I;,)-H!27&($!WJUVV!I-&I;-!;*5-!

*#!)&;&%3(;!2T3%,4-!A&(1-1!,;&#.!,!3\&%'J!,#'!*$r1!,!.&&'!A&(%r1!7&,$!%*'-!3%&4!$A-!

#-,%-1$!)&44(#*$/H!@A*;-!*$!4,/!7-!%-4&$-J!6,%1,m!A,1!1$%,$-.*)!*4I&%$,#)-H!GA-!

)%,../!A*;;1!1(%%&(#'*#.!$A-!$&>#!,%-!-1$*4,$-'!$&!A&;'!,7&($!,!m(,%$-%!&3!$A-!>&%;'r1!

%,%-!-,%$A!4*#-%,;1H!@*$A!#,4-1!1()A!,1!)-%*(4!,#'!;,#$A,#(4J!%,%-!-,%$A1!)&#$,*#!9-/!

*#.%-'*-#$1!(1-'!*#!4,#/!&3!$&',/r1!$-)A#&;&.*-1!̀ !3%&4!14,%$IA&#-1!$&!FE"!

4,)A*#-1J!,1!>-;;!,1!-;-)$%*)!),%1!,#'!4*;*$,%/!\-$1H A bumpy ride up the hills delivers you 

to the Kvanefjeld project, one of two major rare earth mineral deposits in Greenland. The 

rocky plateau at the base offers majestic views of this corner of the vast Arctic island. It is 

empty and silent out here; the mine is not yet up and running. Across the plateau there 

are large piles of dull, gray rocks. When you shine an ultraviolet light on them, they 

explode with vivid pink and orange hues, revealing the rare earths inside the rocks. 

 

@,%%,#$?!Arctic expansion would increase carbon emissions significantly 

 

Carliner, Sam. “Arctic military build-up poses new geopolitical and climate risks.” 

D,"6*'"($),!<%&%,42&B%, August 29, 2022, 

https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/29/arctic-military-build-up-poses-new-

geopolitical-and-climate-risks/. 

 

@*$A!$A*1!)&#$-K$J!*#)%-,1-'!4*;*$,%/!,)$*5*$*-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!,%-!;*9-;/!$&!%-1(;$!*#!

*#)%-,1-'!-4*11*&#1!*3!,)$*5*$*-1!,%-!#&$!%-'()-'!-;1->A-%-H!0%,>3&%'!-;,7&%,$-'!$A,$!

,*%)%,3$!*#!I,%$*)(;,%!)&#$%*7($-!$&!$A-!XV!I-%)-#$!&3!&I-%,$*&#,;!-4*11*&#1H!GA*1!*1!

#&$,7;-!.*5-#!$A,$!$A-!:H+H!2*%!=&%)-!%-I&%$-';/!A,1!$A-!;,%.-1$!I%-1-#)-!&3!,#/!4*;*$,%/!

7%,#)A!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!@A*;-!$A-!2%)$*)!0&44*$4-#$!2)$!I%*4,%*;/!3&)(1-1!&#!4*;*$,%/!

7(*;' T(I!,#'!$%,'-!)&4I-$*$*&#!>*$A!E(11*,J!<%*)*(1!,#'!0%,>3&%'!1--!,!#--'!3&%!
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'*33-%-#$!I%*&%*$*-1H!e_-1I*$-!$A-!4-'*,!3%-#S/!,7&($!4*;*$,%*S,$*&#!,#'!)&#3;*)$!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)J!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!*1!$A-!;,%.-1$!,#'!4&1$!I-%5,1*5-!$A%-,$!$&!$A-!%-.*&#Jf!<%*)*(1!

1,*'H She suggests that rather than being used to escalate conflict, climate change should 

be used as an opportunity for cooperation. “The U.S., in particular, should and can play 

an important role both in supporting local initiatives in Alaska on climate change and also 

bringing together cooperative initiatives between scientists, diplomats, and other actors 

in the region,” Gricius said. 

 

@,%%,#$?!A further US increase could ignite tensions with Russia 

 

Ahmad, Shaheer. “Russia’s Reimagined Arctic in the Age of Geopolitical Competition.” 

J*#2'&)!*B!A';* K=&4(B(4!7BB&(2", March 9, 2022, 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/2959221/russias-

reimagined-arctic-in-the-age-of-geopolitical-competition/. 

 

Strategically, the United States might deploy a nuclear submarine fleet due to the rising 

tensions and disparity in the military capability. The deployment of the large surface 

warships and sea-based ballistic missile defense systems in the Arctic is due to the 

periodic visits of US submarines. =(%$A-%4&%-J!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!>*;;!-#A,#)-!*$1!

),I,7*;*$*-1!$&!*#$-%)-I$!E(11*,#!*#$-%)&#$*#-#$,;!7,;;*1$*)!4*11*;-!N"0ZFP!;,(#)A-1!,$!$A-!

*#*$*,;!IA,1-!,#'!4,9*#.!,!I%-5-#$*5-!1$%*9-!7/!"0ZF1J!1(74,%*#-T;,(#)A-'!7,;;*1$*)!

4*11*;-1J!,#'!)%(*1-!4*11*;-1J!*%%-1I-)$*5-!&3!$A-*%!#();-,%!&%!#&##();-,%!#,$(%-H!

^&>-5-%J!$A-!-K-)($*&#!&3!$A-1-!I;,#1!>*;;!)%-,$-!,!A,%'!1-)(%*$/!$A%-,$!*#!$A-!%-.*&#J!

>A*)A!),#!7-!&71-%5-'!3%&4!$A-!#-.,$*5-!%-1I&#1-!&3!E(11*,!&5-%!\&*#$!:YT:+!#,5,;!

-K-%)*1-1!*#!$A-!6&%>-.*,#!,#'!Z,%-#$1!1-,1!*#!F,/!UVUVH 

!

2#,;/1*1?!This response is good because it allows teams to connect to multiple possible impacts. 

Not only is further action in the Arctic unnecessary, but it may carry negative consequences 

related to the climate and war as well.  
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A/2:  Military presence is key to military readiness  

!

2%.(4-#$?!The US military is already taking action in the Arctic and a further increase is 

unnecessary 

!

@,%%,#$?!The US is already increasing its military presence in the Arctic 

 

Thiessen, Mark. “First US deep water port for the Arctic to host military, cruise ships.” 

Military Times, June 19, 2023, https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-

military/2023/06/19/first-us-deep-water-port-for-the-arctic-to-host-military-cruise-

ships/. 

 

GA,$R1!-KI-)$-'!$&!)A,#.-!,1!,!pQVV!4*;;*&#TI;(1!-KI,#1*&#!4,9-1!6&4-J!I&I(;,$*&#!

OJiVVJ!$A-!#,$*&#R1!3*%1$!'--IT>,$-%!2%)$*)!I&%$H!GA-!-KI,#1*&#J!-KI-)$-'!$&!7-!

&I-%,$*&#,;!7/!$A-!-#'!&3!$A-!'-),'-J!>*;;!,))&44&',$-!#&$!\(1$!;,%.-%!)%(*1-!1A*I1!&3!

(I!$&!hJVVV!I,11-#.-%1J!7($!),%.&!1A*I1!$&!'-;*5-%!,''*$*&#,;!.&&'1!3&%!$A-!QV!2;,19,!

6,$*5-!5*;;,.-1!*#!$A-!%-.*&#J!,1!>-;;!,1!4*;*$,%/!5-11-;1H!:H+H!+-#H!_,#!+(;;*5,#J!,#!

2;,19,!E-I(7;*),#J!1,*'!$A-!-KI,#'-'!I&%$!>*;;!7-)&4-!$A-!)-#$-%I*-)-!&3!:H+H!1$%,$-.*)!

*#3%,1$%()$(%-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!GA-!4*;*$,%/!*1!7(*;'*#.!(I!%-1&(%)-1!*#!2;,19,J!I;,)*#.!

3*.A$-%!\-$1!,$!7,1-1!*#!2#)A&%,.-!,#'!=,*%7,#91J!-1$,7;*1A*#.!,!#->!2%4/!,*%7&%#-!

'*5*1*&#!*#!2;,19,J!$%,*#*#.!1&;'*-%1!3&%!3($(%-!)&;'T>-,$A-%!)&#3;*)$1!,#'!A,1!4*11*;-!

'-3-#1-!),I,7*;*$*-1H “The way you have a presence in the Arctic is to be able to have 

military assets and the infrastructure that supports those assets,” Sullivan said. The 

northern seas near Alaska are getting more crowded. A U.S. Coast Guard patrol board 

encountered seven Chinese and Russian naval vessels cooperating in an exercise last year 

about 86 miles (138 kilometers) north of Alaska’s Kiska Island. Coast guard vessels in 2021 

also encountered Chinese ships 50 miles (80 km) off Alaska’s Aleutian Islands. 

 

@,%%,#$?!US allies are increasing military presence in the Arctic now 
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Milagros, Maria. “China’s Game in the Arctic: A Tale of Deception?” Modern Diplomacy, 

May 25, 2023, https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2023/05/25/chinas-game-in-the-

arctic-a-tale-of-deception/. 

 

21!,!4,$$-%!&3!3,)$J!$A-!7-1$!-K,4I;-!&3!$A-!1-%*&(1#-11!>*$A!>A*)A!4,\&%!I;,/-%1!*#!$A-!

%-.*&#!,%-!%-,)$*#.!$&!0A*#,R1!,'5,#)-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!*1!3&(#'!*#!$A-!1A*3$!&3!$A-!:+!2%)$*)!

I&;*)/H!GA-!#->!1$%,$-./!%-;-,1-'!*#!M)$&7-%!UVUUJ!>A*)A!)&4I;-4-#$1!62GM+R1J!),;;1!

3&%!$A-!-#A,#)-4-#$!&3!4*;*$,%/!-K-%)*1-1J!$A-!-KI,#1*&#!&3!$A-!:+R!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!*#!

2;,19,!,#'!62GM!+$,$-1!,#'!$A-!)&4I%&4*1-!$&!%-7(*;'!*$1!*)-7%-,9*#.!3;--$!N<%,'/J!

UVUUPH!=->!4&#$A1!;,$-%J!*#!=-7%(,%/!UVUOJ!:+T;-'!4*;*$,%/!-K-%)*1-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!

A&1$-'!7/!6&%>,/!,#'!=*#;,#'J!7%&(.A$!$&.-$A-%!4&%-!$A,#!WVJVVV!4*;*$,%/!I-%1&##-;!

3%&4!$A-!:YJ!:+J!<-%4,#/J!_-#4,%9J!$A-!6-$A-%;,#'1J!6&%>,/!,#'!=*#;,#' (Bridenthal, 

2023). Likewise, Denmark, owing to what the country’s Foreign Policy has described as “a 

new geopolitical battlefield”, has reviewed its security policy, increasing its military 

budget with the “Arctic capacity package” aimed at intensifying surveillance with radar, 

drones and satellites (Grady, 2022). 

 

@,%%,#$?!The US is increasing military support and exercises in the Arctic, but Russia is watching 

 

Chi, Zhang. “NATO’s large-scale military exercises intensify Arctic game.” China Military, 

June 5, 2023, 

http://eng.chinamil.com.cn/WORLD_209198/WorldMilitaryAnalysis/16228909.htm

l. 

 

On the other hand, NATO has pressed the "accelerate button" of the Arctic game. The 

Arctic region has become a hot spot for major military powers to compete against each 

other in recent years. GA-!Z*'-#!,'4*#*1$%,$*&#r1!2%)$*)!I&;*)/!-4IA,1*S-1!k4*;*$,%/!

' -$-%%-#)-k!,.,*#1$!E(11*,J!,#'!$A-!:+!4*;*$,%/!A,1!%-7(*;$!$A-!WW$A!2*%7&%#-!_*5*1*&#!$&!
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),%%/!&($!)&47,$!4*11*&#1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!21!,!%-1I&#1-J!E(11*,!A,1!*#$%&'()-'!$A-!;,$-1$!

2%)$*)!I&;*)/!,#'!3*#-T$(#-'!$A-!I%-5*&(1!5-%1*&#!$&!A*.A;*.A$!#,$*&#,;!,#'!$-%%*$&%*,;!

1-)(%*$/H!E(11*,!A,1!,;1&!7(*;$!,#'!%-#&5,$-'!A(#'%-'1!&3!4*;*$,%/!3,)*;*$*-1!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!

*#);('*#.!1*K!4*;*$,%/!7,1-1J!Wg!,*%I&%$1J!,#'!WQ!'--IT>,$-%!I&%$1H!6-K$J!$A-!:H+H!,#'!*$1!

62GM!,;;*-1!>*;;!%-;/!&#!-K-%)*1-1!1()A!,1!0&;'!E-1I&#1-J!2%)$*)!a'.-J!C&;,%!Z-,%!,#'!

2%)$*)!0A,;;-#.-!$&!)&#$*#(&(1;/!*4I%&5-!2%)$*)!)&47,$!,#'!*#$-.%,$-'!'-$-%%-#)-!

),I,7*;*$*-1H!

 

@,%%,#$?!A further US increase could ignite tensions with Russia 

 

Ahmad, Shaheer. “Russia’s Reimagined Arctic in the Age of Geopolitical Competition.” 

J*#2'&)!*B!A';*K=&4(B(4!7BB&(2", March 9, 2022, 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/JIPA/Display/Article/2959221/russias-

reimagined-arctic-in-the-age-of-geopolitical-competition/. 

 

Strategically, the United States might deploy a nuclear submarine fleet due to the rising 

tensions and disparity in the military capability. The deployment of the large surface 

warships and sea-based ballistic missile defense systems in the Arctic is due to the 

periodic visits of US submarines. =(%$A-%4&%-J!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!>*;;!-#A,#)-!*$1!

),I,7*;*$*-1!$&!*#$-%)-I$!E(11*,#!*#$-%)&#$*#-#$,;!7,;;*1$*)!4*11*;-!N"0ZFP!;,(#)A-1!,$!$A-!

*#*$*,;!IA,1-!,#'!4,9*#.!,!I%-5-#$*5-!1$%*9-!7/!"0ZF1J!1(74,%*#-T;,(#)A-'!7,;;*1$*) !

4*11*;-1J!,#'!)%(*1-!4*11*;-1J!*%%-1I-)$*5-!&3!$A-*%!#();-,%!&%!#&##();-,%!#,$(%-H!

^&>-5-%J!$A-!-K-)($*&#!&3!$A-1-!I;,#1!>*;;!)%-,$-!,!A,%'!1-)(%*$/!$A%-,$!*#!$A-!%-.*&#J!

>A*)A!),#!7-!&71-%5-'!3%&4!$A-!#-.,$*5-!%-1I&#1-!&3!E(11*,!&5-%!\&*#$!:YT:+!#,5,;!

-K-%)*1-1!*#!$A-!6&%>-.*,#!,#'!Z,%-#$1!1-,1!*#!F,/!UVUVH 

!

2#,;/1*1?!This response is good because it stabs at the heart of the argument, that military 

readiness is necessary. 
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A/2:  Military presence will improve Arctic environmental 

regulations.  

!

2%.(4-#$? Environmental degradation is nonunique because the US has equally started 

projects that will destroy the Arctic environment. 

!

@,%%,#$? The Willow Project which was approved by the US government on March 13, 2023 

will irreparably destroy the Arctic. 

 

Montgomery, Ellen. “The Willow Project: A Carbon Bomb Aimed at the Western Arctic.” 

Environment America, 01 Jul. 2022, 

https://environmentamerica.org/articles/willow-project-carbon-bomb-aimed-

western-arctic/. 

!

GA-!@-1$-%#!2%)$*)!*1!&#!$A-!7%*#9!&3!),$,1$%&IA-H!0&#&)&CA*;;*I1J!2;,19,R1!;,%.-1$!

)%('-!&*;!I%&'()-%!A,1!I%&I&1-'!,!e),%7&#!7&47f!$A,$!>&(;'!I%&5-!'-5,1$,$*#.!3&%!

$A-!2%)$*)!-#5*%&#4-#$J!*$1!*#A,7*$,#$1!,#'!&(%!I;,#-$!,$!;,%.-H!GA*1!e),%7&#!7&47f!*1!

9#&>#!,1!$A-!@*;;&>!C%&\-)$H If allowed to move forward, *$!>*;;!7-!$A-!1*#.;-!;,%.-1$!

&*;!-K$%,)$*&#!I%&\-)$!&#!:H+H!3-'-%,;!;,#'H!GA-!@*;;&>!C%&\-)$!>*;;!I-%4,#-#$;/!1),%!

I,%$1!&3!$A-!@-1$-%#!2%)$*)J!>%-,9*#.!A,5&)!&#!,!'-;*),$-!-)&1/1$-4!,#'!*#$-#1*3/*#.!

$A-!'*%-!1$,$-!&3!&(%!);*4,$-!-4-%.-#)/H!!GA-!@*;;&>!C%&\-)$!*1!I%&I&1-'!3&%!$A-!

6,$*&#,;!C-$%&;-(4!E-1-%5-!*#!2;,19,J!,#!,%-,!&3!;,#'!&#!$A-!>-1$-%#!2;,19,!6&%$A!

+;&I-!$A,$!*1!7*&;&.*),;;/!%*)A!,#'!'*5-%1-H The Western Arctic region houses Teshekpuk 

Lake, the calving ground of the Teshekpuk caribou herd. The Western Arctic is also 

teaming with wildlife such as polar bears and many migratory birds. GA-!%*1*#.!

$-4I-%,$(%-1!,11&)*,$-'!>*$A!);*4,$-!)A,#.-!A,5-!4,'-!3&11*;!3(-;!-K$%,)$*&#!4&%-!

'*33*)(;$!,#'!)&1$;/!'(-!$&!4-;$*#.!I-%4,3%&1$H!GA-!3*#,#)*,;!;&11-1!$A,$!&*;!)&4I,#*-1!

>&(;'!*#)(%!1A&(;'!'*1)&(%,.-!'%*;;*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!^&>-5-%J!0&#&)&CA*;;*I1!I;,#1!$&!

%-3%--S-!$A-!$(#'%,!(1*#.!e)A*;;-%1f!,#'!$A-#!I%&)--'!$&!'%*;;!*$!3&%!&*;H!GA-!I%&I&1-'!
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OV!/-,%1!&3!&*;!'%*;;*#.!3%&4!$A-!@*;;&>!C%&\-)$!>*;;!-K$%,)$!iVV!4*;;*&#!7,%%-;1!&3!

I-$%&;-(4 !3%&4!$A*1!1#&>/!1,#)$(,%/J!,#'!$A-!I%&\-)$!>*;;!1*#.;-TA,#'-';/!%-;-,1-!

,##(,;!-4*11*&#1!-m(*5,;-#$!$&!QQ!#->!)&,;!3*%-'!I&>-%!I;,#$1!&I-%,$*#.!*#!,!.*5-#!

/-,%H!!!

!

@,%%,#$? Republican administrations are even less trustworthy when it comes to protecting the 

environment given the precedent created by the Trump administration with respect to land 

stewardship in the Arctic. 

 

McCall, Rosie. “Trump Administration’s Arctic Drilling Plans a ‘Blatant Disregard for 

Science’ That Threatens Climate and Wildfire, Warn Experts.” Newsweek, 01 Oct. 

2019, https://www.newsweek.com/trump-administration-arctic-drilling-plans-

blatant-disregard-science-1462373.  

!

GA-!G%(4I!,'4*#*1$%,$*&#!*1!)&#$*#(*#.!$&!I(1A!,A-,'!>*$A!I;,#1!$&!-KI,#'!;,#'!

,5,*;,7; -!3&%!'%*;;*#.!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!0*%);-!>*$A!$A-!I(7;*),$*&#!&3!,#!-#5*%&#4-#$,;!

*4I,)$!1$,$-4-#$ !Na"+P!;,1$!4&#$A!̀ '-1I*$-!1-%*&(1!)&#)-%#1!;-5*-'!,.,*#1$!*$!7/!

5,%*&(1!.%&(I1!%-.,%'*#.!*$1!*4I,)$!&#!$A-!);*4,$-!,#'!;&),;!-)&1/1$-41. GA-!Z(%-,(!

&3!L,#'!F,#,.- 4-#$!NZLFP!A,1!1-$!*$1!1*.A$1!&#!k,!>-7!&3!'-5-;&I4-#$k!,)%&11!$A-!

0&,1$,;!C;,*#̀ k$A-!7*&;&.*),;!A-,%$!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!E-3(.-," says Garett Rose, a staff 

attorney with the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC). "Here's what that looks 

like: drill pads, roads, pipelines, barging stations, gravel mines, and processing facilities. 

GA*1!>-7!&3!*#'(1$%*,;!*#3%,1$%()$(%-!>*;;!',4,.-!$A-!1-#1*$*5-!2%)$*)!-)&1/1$-4!

*%%-5-%1*7;/Jk!he told F,I"I,,1 . GA-!,.-#)/!*.#&%-'!I(7;*)!)&44-#$J! adds Lauren 

Gleason, a spokesperson from the World Wildlife Fund U.S.—comment $A,$!1$%-11-'!

$A-!);*4,$-T%-;,$-'!*4I,)$1!&#!$A-!-)&1/1$-41!,#'!>*;';*3-!*#!$A-!E-3(.-H "#1$-,'J!

$A-/!k3,5&%-'!2;$-%#,$*5-!ZJ!$A-!4&1$!I-%4*11*5-J!;-,1$!%-1$%*)$*5-!,;$-%#,$*5-!*#!$A-!

'&)(4-#$J!&I-#*#.!$A-!-#$* %-!0&,1$,;!C;,*#Hk In fact, the document, which includes 
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%-1I&#1-1!3%&4!$A-!ZLF to address these concerns, .&es ,1!3,%!,1!$&!1,/!k$A-%-!*1!#&$!,!

);*4,$-!)%*1*1Hk  

!

"4I,)$?  US pollution in the Arctic threatens indigenous populations’ existence. 

 

Montgomery, Ellen. “The Willow Project: A Carbon Bomb Aimed at the Western Arctic.” 

Environment America, 01 Jul. 2022, 

https://environmentamerica.org/articles/willow-project-carbon-bomb-aimed-

western-arctic/. 

!

GA-!@*;;&>!C%&\-)$!I&1-1!,#!-K*1$-#$*,;!$A%-,$!$&!$A-!"z(I*,$!C-&I;-1 !>A&1-!

$%,'*$*&#,;!3&&'!,#'!)(;$(%,;!I%,)$*)-1!,%-!$*-'!$&!$A-!%-.*&#R1!%-1&(%)-1!,#'!>A&1-!

,#)-1$&%1!A,5-!;*5-'!*#!$A*1!,%-,!3&%!)-#$(%*-1H Few communities have truly felt the 

effects of the fossil fuel industry’s greed more than those living in the Arctic. M5-%!$A-!

/-,%1J!%*1*#.!$-4I-%,$(%-1J!*#$-#1*3*-'!7/!$A-!I&;;($*&#!3%&4!&*;!'%*;;*#.J!A,5-!)A,#.-'!

$A-!1-,!*)-!,#'!*4I,)$-'!$A-!)%*$*),;!1I-)*-1!$A,$!$A-/!A( #$!3&%!3&&'H =&11*;!3(-;!

'-5-;&I4-#$!%-m(*%-1!,!.%-,$!'-,;!&3!>,$-%!$&!&I-%,$-J!,#'!$A-!'-.%,',$*&#!&3!

I&$,7;-!>,$-%!1&(%)-1!>*;;!A,5-!,!'-5,1$,$*#.!*4I,)$!&#!$A-!I-&I;-!$A,$!'-I-#'!&#!

$A-4H a,)A!1$,.-!&3!$A-!&*;!-K$%,)$*&#!I%&)-11!-4*$1!I&;;($,#$1, from the methane that 

leaks from production equipment to the trucks that transport materials to the oil wells. 

+&4-!&3!$A-1-!I&;;($,#$1!,%-!),#)-%&(1J!,#'!&$A-%1!),#!),(1-!1-%*&(1!),%'*&5,1)(;,%J!

9*'#-/J!,#'!)A%&#*)!%-1I*%,$&%/!I%&7;-41H!GA-!14,;;!2%)$*)!)&44(#*$/!&3!6(*m1($J!

1(%%&(#'-'!7/!I;,##-'!,#'!,)$*5-!&*;!>-;;1J!A,1!3-;$!1()A!1*)9#-11!,#'!I,*#!3*%1$A,#'H!

=%&4!WglQ!$&!UVVVJ!$A-!#(47-%!&3!*#A,7*$,#$1!*#!6(*m1($!$A,$!>-%-!$%-,$-'!

3&%!%-1I*%,$&%/!*;;#-11-1!*#)%-,1-'!3%&4!&#-!$&!XiJ!>A*)A!*1!WlHlq!&3!$A-!$&$,;!

I&I(;,$*&#H!GA*1!(#I%-)-'-#$-'!1I*9-!*#!%-1I*%,$&%/!*11(-1!I,%,;;-;-'!$A-!.%&>*#.!

#(47-%!&3!>-;;1!I%-1-#$!*#!$A-!,%-,!,#'!$A-*%!*#)%-,1*#.!I%&K*4*$/!$&!$A-!

5*;;,.-H Nuiqsut native Sam Kunuknana recalls that his daughter came home after a 

short “10-15 minute walk” outdoors following the Repsol blowout, an accident at a 
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nearby oil well, and that her temperature spiked…ears hurt…and [she] was in a lot of 

pain.” It took over a month for Kunuknana’s daughter to recover. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This block is somewhat effective at making contentions about the environment a 

wash, but it is vulnerable to comparative analyses between Russia and the United States since it 

does not directly compare the extent to which the US prioritizes economic interests more or 

less than Russia. Win weighing by emphasizing that Russia’s lack of commitment to the 

environment is mostly hypothetical and speculative based on strategic documents. 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence will deter hostile foreign  presence in 

the Bering Strait  

!

2%.(4-#$? The threat of Russian military influence is overstated and the US should not worry 

about the “icebreaker gap.” 

!

@,%%,#$? Russia’s position in the Arctic is primarily defensive and non-threatening. 

English, Robert. “Why an Arctic Arms Race Would Be A Mistake.” Arctic Today, 18 Jun. 

2020, https://www.arctictoday.com/why-an-arctic-arms-race-would-be-a-

mistake/. 

!

F&%-!$A,#!,!'-),'-!&3!*#5-1$4-#$!*#!%-7(*;'*#.!*$1!2%)$*)!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!A,1!1$*;;!

#&$!%-$(%#-'!E(11*,!$&!*$1!;-5-;!&3!$A-!WglV1H!"$1!I%&7;-4TI;,.(-'!6&%$A-%#!=;--$!*1!

,;1&!I(#/J!\(1$!,!3->!'&S-#!1(%3,)-!1A*I1!,#'!,!1*4*;,%!#(47-%!&3!1(74,%*#-1. F,#/!&3!

$A-1-!5-11-;1!,%-!&71&;-1)-#$!,#'!— notwithstanding the hype accompanying recent 

exercises — )&#1$*$($-!,!3&%)-!4,*#;/!1(*$-'!3&%!)&,1$,;!'-3-#1- . Similarly, E(11*,R1!

2%)$*)!,*%!I&>-%!*1!3,%!&($);,11-'!7/!62GMR1J!;,)9*#.!7&$A!$A-!%,#.-!N'(-!$&!4*#*4,;!*#T

,*%!%-3(-;*#.!,11-$1P!,#'!1&IA*1$*),$*&# (Russia still has yet to deploy true fifth-

generation “stealth” aircraft, such as NATO’s F-22s and F-35s) #--'-'!3&%!1-%*&(1!I&>-%!

I%&\-)$*&#. They mainly fly from the same distant airfields as 20 years ago because 

E(11*,R1!4()AT7,;;/A&&-'!e#->!2%)$*)!7,1-1f!,%-!$&&!14,;;!̀ !,#'!;,)9!$A-!

*#3%,1$%()$(%-!` !$&!A&(1-!-5-#!,!1*#.;-!3*.A$-%!1m(,'%&#!4()A!;-11!,!3(;;!,*%!>*#.H 

@A,$!$A-/!),#!1(II&%$!,%-!,#$*T,*%!,#'!,#$*T1A*I!'-3-#1*5-!4*11*;-!7,$$-%*-1. But $A-1-J!

&3!)&(%1-J!,%-!%-,;;/!&#;/!(1-3(;!3&%!'-3-#'*#.!>A*;-!$A-*%!1(II&1-'!e,%-,!'-#*,;f!

),I,7*;*$*-1!,%-!4()A!-K,..-%,$-'H  In other words, Moscow has severely limited power-

projection capability and has structured its forces to protect its own shores. 21!3&%!$A-!

&3$T4-#$*&#-'!e*)-7%-,9-%!.,IJf!E(11*,R1!;,%.-!3;--$!&3!*)-7%-,9-%1!*1!'-'*),$-'!$&!

-1)&%$*#.!)&44-%)*,;!1A*II*#.!$A%&(.A!',#.-%&(1!I&;,%!1-,1H!M$A-%>*1-J!*$!I-%3&%41!

$A-!1,4-!4*11*&#1!,1!$A-!:H+H!0&,1$!<(,%'?!1-,%)A!,#'!%-1)(-J!,#$*T14(..;*#.J!&*;!1I*;;!
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%-1I&#1-J!,#'!%-1(II;/!&3!%-4&$-!)&,1$,;!)&44(#*$*-1!,#'!I&;,%!%-1-,%)A!1$,$*&#1. 

<*5-#!$A-!)%*$*),;!*4I&%$,#)-!&3!E(11*,R1!5,1$!2%)$*)!$-%%*$&%/!$&!*$1!-)&#&4*)!,#'!

1)*-#$*3*)!*#$-%-1$1!(Russia’s Arctic coastline is ten times longer than America’s) ,#!

e*)-7%-,9-%!.,If!*1!$&!7-!-KI-)$-'H!"$!A,1!#&4*#,;!4*;*$,%/!1*.#*3*),#)-!,$!7-1$H!

 

@,%%,#$?!US militarization of the Arctic could produce the very Russian-Chinese cooperation to 

which it purports to respond. 

 

Limas-Villers, Heberto. “Frozen Cooperation: The Future of Arctic Cooperation.” 

American Security Project, 27 Apr. 2022, 

https://www.americansecurityproject.org/frozen-cooperation-the-future-of-

arctic-cooperation/. 

 

Lastly, 4*;*$,%*S*#.!$A-!2%)$*)!.*5-1!0A*#,!,#'!E(11*,!,!)&44&#!),(1-!&#!>A*)A!$&!.%&>!

);&1-%!,1!7&$A!I(%1(-!,!1IA-%-!&3!*#3;(-#)-!>*$A*#!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#. China considers 

itself a “near-Arctic state” as its 2018 white paper notes the region’s importance in 

fighting climate change, shortening shipping times, and improving access to natural 

resources. However, ,$!7-1$J!E(11*,!A,1!-KI%-11-'!;(9->,%4!-#$A(1*,14!$&>,%'1!

0A*#,R1!,47*$*&#1J!,1!0A*#,!A,1!7--#!)&#1$%()$*#.!'--IT1-,!I&%$1!,#'!'-5-;&I*#.!

A/'%&),%7&#!I%&\-)$1H!=%*)$*&#!*#!$A-!%-.*&#!&33-%1!,#!&II&%$(#*$/!$&!'%,>!&($!$A-!

'*5*1*&#1!,#'!)&#3;*)$1!*#!$A-!E(11*,T0A*#,!%-;,$*&#1A*IJ!1$*3;*#.!,#/!.%-,$!I&>-%!

7,;,#)*#.!,)$!$A-/!4*.A$!A&I-!$&!,)A*-5-!\&*#$;/H!"#)%-,1*#.!$-#1*&#1!>*$A!E(11*,!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!>&(;'!-#)&(%,.-!C($*#!$&!7(*;'!);&1-%!$*-1!>*$A!0A*#,J!4,9*#.!*$!'*33*)(;$!$&!

1-I,%,$-!7&$A!)&(#$%*-1!*#!$A-!;&#.!$-%4H!

!

"4I,)$?  US militarization has a high likelihood of paralleling Cold War policies that created an 

arms race. 
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English, Robert. “Why an Arctic Arms Race Would Be A Mistake.” Arctic Today, 18 Jun. 

2020, https://www.arctictoday.com/why-an-arctic-arms-race-would-be-a-

mistake/. 

!

F&1$!&3!24-%*),R1!A*1$&%*)!3&%-*.#!I&;*)/!7;(#'-%1!>-%-!'%*5-#!7/!$A%-,$!*#3;,$*&#H!

=%&4!3,9-!,$$,)91!&#!1A*I1!*#!^,5,#,!^,%7&%!&%!$A-!<(;3!&3!G&#9*#J!$&!3,;;*#.!'&4*#&1!

*#!+&($A-,1$!21*,!,#'!@F_!*#!"%,m!` !$A-!%-1I&#1-!$&!$A-1-!e'*%-!$A%-,$1f!*1!&3$-#!,!

)&1$;/!m(,.4*%-H "#!$A-!0&;'!@,%!*$!>,1!IA&#/!7&47-%!,#'!4*11*;-!e.,I1f!$A,$!1I,%9-'!

,!I%-),%*&(1!,#'!(;$*4,$-;/!I&*#$;-11!#();-,%!)&#3%&#$,$*&#H!G&',/!,!#->!e*)-7%-,9-%!

.,If!)&(;'!3(-;!,#!2%)$*)!,%41!%,)-H For over a decade, defense hawks have been 

sounding the alarm about Russia’s supposed “militarization” and “dominance” of the 

Arctic. More recently, China has joined the list of “aggressors” allegedly threatening vital 

Western economic and strategic interests in the High North. GA-!M7,4,!,'4*#*1$%,$*&#!

%-1*1$-'!),;;1!3&%!,!4,\&%!2%)$*)!7(*;'(I!)&4*#.!3%&4!,!4*K!&3!,%4)A,*%!,#,;/1$1J!

'-3-#1-!)&#$%,)$&%1J!,#'!1I-)*,;!I&;*$*),;!*#$-%-1$1H!6&$,7;/J!$A-!:H+H!6,5/!A,1!#-5-%!

\&*#-'!$A*1!)A&%(1H!6&7&'/!'-#*-1!$A-!#--'!3&%!1&4-!#->!A-,5/!*)-7%-,9-%1!$&!

7($$%-11!,#!,.*#.!3;--$J!7($!$A-1-!,%-!3&%!0&,1$!<(,%'!4*11*&#1!` !#&$!$A-!%-4&$-!

>,%3*.A$*#.!1)-#,%*&1!A/I-'!7/!2%)$*)!A,>91H!GA-*%1!*1!);,11*)!$A%-,$!*#3;,$*&#J!7(*;$!&#!

-m(,;!I,%$1!-K,..-%,$*&#!,#'!*.#&%,#)-J that makes it irresistible to a Trump 

administration happy to overturn yet another Obama legacy. And so, with a recent 

series of provocative words and deeds, America’s Arctic policy has taken an abruptly 

belligerent turn. 

 

2#,;/1*1? Reliable sources like the Chatham House have tried to disprove the claim advanced by 

English, but this claim does present several specific points of information which should enable 

you to criticize the premise of the Pro case. 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence will stimulate climate research in the 

Arctic  

!

2%.(4-#$?!US military vessels are unreliable sites for research because of institutional 

unwillingness to address climate change issues.  

!

@,%%,#$? Coast Guard strategic documents demonstrate a lack of commitment to issues of 

climate change, especially in the Arctic. 

 

Martin, James and Jasper Campbell. “Coast Guard, Take a Fix on Climate Change!” U.S. 

Naval Institute, Jun. 2021, 

https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2021/june/coast-guard-take-fix-

climate-change-0. 

!

a4*11*&#!)&#$%&;!,%-,1!Na021P!,%-!,!9-/!)&4I&#-#$!&3!$A-!a#5*%&#4-#$,;!C%&$-)$*&#!

2.-#)/!,#'!"#$-%#,$*&#,;!F,%*$*4-!M%.,#*S,$*&#R1!1$%,$-./!$&!%-'()-!,*%!I&;;($*&#!

3%&4!1A*I1H!GA-!6&%$A!24-%*),#!a02!-K$-#'1!UVV!4*;-1!3%&4!$A-!)&,1$1!&3!$A-!:#*$-'!

+$,$-1!,#'!0,#,',J!>*$A!$A-!0&,1$!<(,%'!,1!,!I%*4,%/!-#3&%)-4-#$!,%4H&!Z($!4*;*$,%/!

5-11-;1!,%-!-K-4I$!3%&4!*$1!%-m(*%-4-#$1H!0&#$*#(-'!%-;*,#)-!&#!-K)-I$*&#1!3&%!

4*;*$,%/!5-11-;1!'-.%,'-1!I(7;*)!$%(1$!*#!$A-!1-%5*)-!,#'!-%&'-1!*$1!-33-)$*5-#-11!,1!,!

%-.(;,$&%/!7&'/H On the international stage, by not anticipating and responding to these 

issues, the service loses the initiative of leadership. Unless the United States and its 

Coast Guard act, they cannot criticize peers and developing nations for failing to address 

climate changeH!0;*4,$-!)A,#.-!*1!#&$!4-#$*&#-'!*#!$A-!UVWlt UU!0&,1$!<(,%'!1$%,$-.*)!

I;,#H!F&%-!1(%I%*1*#.J!$A-!2%)$*)!1$%,$-./J!,!'&)(4-#$!A-,5*;/!*#3;(-#)-'!7/!$A-!

'*4*#*1A*#.!2%)$*)!*)-!),IJ!A,1!7($!&#-!%-3-%-#)-J!&#!$A-!Ol$A!I,.-H!"$!*1!I,1$!$*4-!3&%!

*#'*5*'(,;!.&5-%#4-#$!,.-#)*-1J!,#'!$A-!0&,1$!<(,%'!*#!I,%$*)(;,%J!$&!,''%-11!);*4,$-!

)A,#.-!,1!7&$A!,#!-K*1$-#$*,;!$A%-,$!,#'!,#!*11(-!$A,$!>*;;!3(#',4-#$,;;/!%-1A,I-!A&>!
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$A-/!'&!7(1*#-11. It is incumbent on those who support the service and the American 

people to think and plan in the terms this titanic problem requires. 

!

@,%%,#$? US military institutions have failed to partner with private research institutions 

despite having greater resources available, so there is no indication that increased resources 

will increase partnerships. 

 

Hsu, Jeremy. “U.S. Icebreaker Fleet is Overdue for an Upgrade.” Scientific American, 01 

Jun. 2017, https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/u-s-icebreaker-fleet-is-

overdue-for-an-upgrade/. 

 

Funding for icebreakers has “fallen between bureaucratic cracks” in past years, says 

public policy expert Sherri Goodman, a senior fellow at the Woodrow Wilson 

International Center for Scholars and a member of the Arctic Task Force at the Council 

on Foreign Relations. She says that the Coast Guard has shouldered the burden of 

building new vessels while government defense spending increases have gone 

elsewhere. But the icebreaker-acquisition program began grinding forward during the 

Obama administration and has requested a major funding boost in the fiscal year 2017 

budget.=&%!*$1!)(%%-#$!4*11*&#1!$A-!:H+H!6,$*&#,;!+)*-#)-!=&(#',$*&#!)A,%$-%1!I%*5,$-!

%-1-,%)A!1A*I1!1()A!,1!$A-!=1/+1-."%)><)?1%5"3J!>A*)A!),#!)%(#)A!$A%&(.A!$A%--!3--$!&3!

*)-!,$!$A%--!#,($*),;!4*;-1!I-%!A&(%H!Z($!1()A!5-11-;1!,%-!#&!4,$)A!3&%!$A-!0&,1$!

<(,%'r1` $A-!@"1%8!),#!7%-,)A!*)-!$A,$!*1!-*.A$!3--$!$A*)9!7/!7,)9*#.!(I!,#'!%,44*#.!

*$J!,#'!$A-!?$%13)0/13!),#!14,1A!$A%&(.A!UW!3--$!&3!*)-!>*$A!$A-!1,4-!e7,)9!,#'!%,4f!

$-)A#*m(-. Future icebreakers will also need this ability. 

 

2#,;/1*1? This argument is primarily mitigatory. Undermining the probability of effective 

cooperation between US military institutions and private research organizations is the best way 

of mitigating this Pro impact. 
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A/2:  Military presence promotes security for fishing industry  

 

2%.(4-#$?!Promoting the security of national fishing industries runs counter to the focus of 

multilateral agreements, and the militarization needed to ensure security would undermine 

Arctic fora and the diplomatic cooperation that takes place therein. 

 

"4I,)$?  Multilateral agreements push for a reduced presence of fisheries in the region to 

promote the health of a global commons, and commercial fishing would hurt these objectives. 

 

Uryupova, Ekaterina. “Why do we need a shared Pan-Arctic Fisheries Governance 

Complex?” The Arctic Institute, 27 Apr. 2021, 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/need-shared-pan-arctic-fisheries-

governance-complex/. 

 

The CAOFA is based on a similar idea, as there is a lack of scientific information about 

fish stocks and ecosystem dynamics in the region. GA-!)(%%-#$!4(;$*;,$-%,;!4&%,$&%*(4!

,*41!$&!I%-5-#$!2%)$*)!M)-,#!3*1A*#.J!1-$$*#.!,1*'-!1&4-!'-.%--!&3!1&5-%-*.#$/!

'*1I($-1!>A*;-!1)*-#$*3*)!%-1-,%)A!-KI;&%,$*&#!)&#$*#(-1H$#!GA*1!4&%,$&%*(4!&#!

)&44-%)*,; !3*1A*#.!,II;*-1!$&!$A-!)-#$%,;!2%)$*)!M)-,#J!>A*)A!)(%%-#$;/!%-4,*#1!*)-T

)&5-%-'!3&%!4&1$!&3!$A-!/-,%H!"#!&$A-%!>&%'1J!$A-!*)-T3%--!I,%$1!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#!,%-!

&I-#!3&%!3*1A-%*-1!,#'!%-1-,%)AJ!,1!$A-/!>-%-!7-3&%-.GA-!02M=2!I%&5*'-1!.%-,$!

&II&%$(#*$*-1!3&%!)&&I-%,$*5-!.&5-%#,#)-!&3!$A-!2%)$*)J!*#);('*#.!2%)$*)!,#'!#&#T2%)$*)!

1$,$-1H!"$!-1$,7;*1A-1!,!I%-),($*&#,%/!3%,4->&%9!3&%!$A-!%-.(;,$*&#!&3!3*1A-%*-1!*#!$A-!

A*.A!1-,1!&3!$A-!)-#$%,;!2%)$*)!M)-,#!N02MPJ!*#);('*#.!,!$-4I&%,%/!4&%,$&%*(4!&#!

(#%-.(;,$-'!)& 44-%)*,;!3*1A*#.. The agreement’s precautionary nature seems to be an 

advantage in planning of fishing activities in adjacent areas, as well as to prevent any 

negative impacts to commercially significant fish species in the Central Arctic and 

adjacent seas. Various factors may have a negative impact on ecosystems in the Central 

Arctic Ocean in the futureH!"3!$A-!'*1$%*7($*&#!,#'!I%&'()$*5*$/!&3!3*1A!1$&)91!*#!$A-!
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aK);(1*5-!a)&#&4*)!d&#-1!NaadP!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!>-%-!,;$-%-'!'(-!$&!);*4,$-!)A,#.-J!*$!

>&(;'!7-!;& .*),;!$&!,11(4-!$A,$!$A-!A*.A!;,$*$('-1!>*$A!*)-T3%--!&)-,#!,%-,1!4*.A$!7-!

)&#1*'-%-'!3($(%-!3*1A*#.!.%&(#'1H!"3!*#!$A-!3($(%-!$A-!4(;$*;,$-%,;!4&%,$&%*(4!&#!$A-!

2%)$*)!A*.A!1-,1!3*1A-%*-1!)&(;'!#&$!7-!-K$-#'-'!3&%!,!5,%*-$/!&3!%-,1&#1J!>-!4*.A$!

-KI-)$!*#) %-,1-'!)&4I-$*$*&#!3&%!4,%*#-!;*5*#.!%-1&(%)-1!&3!$A-!2%)$*)"#H!

!

@,%%,#$? Increased military presence in the area could undo diplomatic efforts in multilateral 

organizations by allowing rivalries to undermine diplomatic work in Arctic fora. 

 

Breitenbauch, Henrik et. al. “Military and Environmental Challenges in the Arctic.” 

Carnegie Europe, 28 Nov. 2019, https://carnegieeurope.eu/2019/11/28/military-

and-environmental-challenges-in-arctic-pub-80424. 

 

Regardless of whether the Arctic will be engulfed by Sino-American competition, this 

puts pressure on U.S. allies and partners in the Arctic and challenges the already-

strained stability in the area. The geopolitics of U.S.-Chinese competition in the Pacific 

Ocean may increasingly seep into the Arctic. Furthermore, .%-,$-%!@-1$-%#!4*;*$,%/!

I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!$&!)&(#$-%!0A*#,!4*.A$!1$%-#.$A-#!E(11*,R1!'-4,#'!3&%!,!

1-)(%*$/!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!%-.*&#H!+&!>A*;-!0A*#,R1!1$%,$-./!'-3*#*$-;/!A,1!(#'-%;/*#.!

1-)(%*$/!*4I;*),$*&#1J!)&(#$-%*#.!*$!>*$A!,!$%,'*$*&#,;!62GM!I%-1-#)-!*#1$-,'!&3!

'*I;&4,$*)!>&%9!*#!2%)$*)!3&%(41!4*.A$!7-!)&(#$-%I%&'()$*5-. 

 

2#,;/1*1: This argument turns the impact by saying that increased security for the fishing 

industry is not a good thing because as countries invest in this security, they undermine the 

multilateral negotiations which have gone towards protecting the Arctic from commercial 

exploitation. Focus on showing that multilateral protection of the environment is more 

important than the security of fisheries. Watch out for arguments that fisheries will set up shop 

in the Arctic anyways. 
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A/2:  Military presence will defensively  support Norway  

!

2%.(4-#$? Increased US military presence is not an efficient method of supporting Norwegian 

allies. 

 

@,%%,#$? Norway acknowledges that efforts to support Norwegian defense efforts should not 

involve US military buildup but should instead prioritize the transfer of resources and 

alternative forms of military assistance. 

Northam, Jackie. “In a Remote Arctic Outpost, Norway Keeps Watch on Russia’s Military 

Buildup.” National Public Radio, 03 Nov. 2019, 

https://www.npr.org/2019/11/03/775155057/in-a-remote-arctic-outpost-

norway-keeps-watch-on-russias-military-buildup. 

In September, the U.S. flew a B-2 stealth bomber over the Arctic. James Townsend, who 

spent two decades working on NATO policy at the U.S. Department of Defense, says the 

mission helped send a signal to the Russians. "The B-2 was showing that we can fly up 

there and showing the Russians that we will fly up there," he says. "It was a training 

thing on the one hand, but it's also a deterrent message to the Russians too." 

Townsend, now with the Center for a New American Security, says *$!*1!*4I&%$,#$!3&%!

$A-!:H+H!$&!9#&>!>A,$r1!.&*#.!&#!*#!$A-!2%)$*)J!7($!#&$!.-$!1I&&9-'!7/!E(11*,r1!

7(*;'(IH!k@A,$!>-!'&#r$!>,#$!$&!'&!*1!$&!7,)9!*#$&!,!4*;*$,%/!)&#3;*)$!&%!4*;*$,%/!,%41!

%,)-J!&%!7,)9!*#$&!4*;*$,%*S,$*&#!&3!$A-!2%)$*)!*3!>-!'&#r$!A,5-!$&Jk he says. Z-%#$1-#!&3!

$A-!=*##4,%9!<%&(#'!_-3-#1-!1,/1!$&&!;,%.-!,!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!I%-1-#)-!*#!$A-!2%)$*)!

)&(;'!I%&5&9-!E(11*,H!=&%!#&>J!A-!1,/1J!*$!*1!7-1$!$&!7(*;'!(I!6&%>,/r1!3&%)-1!,#'!7-!

%-,'/!$&!'-3-#'!*$1-;3!3%&4!*$1!-,1$-%#!#-*.A7&%H!

 

@,%%,#$? Existing forms of extending military assistance to Norway allow the country to 

maintain its sovereign interest while supporting its defense sufficiently. 
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Solsvik, Terje & Nerijus Adomaitis. “Norway to Allow U.S. Military to Build On its Soil in 

New Accord.” Reuters, 16 Apr. 2021, 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/norway-may-allow-us-military-build-

its-soil-revised-cooperation-deal-2021-04-16/. 

!

6&%>,/, which shares a short border with giant neighbour Russia, said on Friday it A,1!

1*.#-'!,!%-5*1-'!,.%--4-#$!>*$A!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!&#!A&>!$&!%-.(;,$-!:H+H!4*;*$,%/!

,)$*5*$/!&#!*$1!1&*;H!GA-!,.%--4-#$!7-$>--#!$A-!$>&!62GM!,;;*-1!>*;;!;-$!$A-!:H+H!7(*;'!

3,)*;*$*-1!,$!$A%--!6&%>-.*,#!,*%3*-;'1!,#'!&#-!#,5,;!7,1-J!7($!>*;;!#&$!,4&(#$!$&!

1-I,%,$-!:H+H!7,1-1J!the government said. The deal made by the minority government 

of Prime Minister Erna Solberg must be ratified by Norway's parliament before coming 

into force. "GA-!,.%--4-#$!%-.(;,$-1!,#'!3,)*;*$,$-1!:H+H!I%-1-#)-J!$%,*#*#.!,#'!

-K-%)*1-1!*#!6&%>,/J!$A(1!3,)*;*$,$*#.!%,I*'!:H+H!%-*#3&%)-4-#$!&3!6&%>,/!*#!$A-!-5-#$!

&3!)%*1*1!&%!>,%Jk the government said. Relations between Norway and Russia, which 

share an Arctic border, gradually improved in the post-Cold War era before suffering a 

setback when Moscow annexed Crimea in 2014. That triggered tension in the north with 

a military build-up on both sides of the border and more frequent military manoeuvres, 

but both nations also seek to cooperate on local matters such as cross-border travel and 

fisheries. +*#)-!\&*#*#.!62GM!,1!,!3&(#'*#.!4-47-%!*#!WghgJ!6&%>,/!A,1!1,*'!*$!>&(;'!

#&$!,;;&>!3&%-*.#!7,1-1!$&!7-!-1$,7;*1A-'!*#!I-,)-$*4-!&%!$A-!1$&)9I*;*#.!&3!#();-,%!

,%41J!,;$A&(.A!@-1$-%#!$%&&I1!,%-!>-;)&4-!$&!-K-%)*1-!&#!*$1!1&*;. "Our cooperation 

with our allies is under continuous development. The agreement reaffirms Norway's 

close relationship with the U.S. and confirms Norway's key position on the northern 

flank of NATO," Foreign Minister Ine Eriksen Soereide said. 

 

2#,;/1*1? Present this block as a counter to the narrative that the US has to always step in and 

save everyone else. Show the limits to Norway’s requests for military assistance to show the 

nuance that turns the Pro case because Norway expressly wants only military assistance not a 

US military presence, so the Pro world would worsen relations with Norway.  



Con Responses to Pro Arguments  Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  254 

A/2:  Military presence promotes the ability  to enforce 

UNCLOS 

!

2#1>-%?!US military presence makes sea navigation more difficult because of it breeds distrust 

and a lack of cooperation!

 

@,%%,#$?!US military presence would make cooperation more difficult 

 

Teeple, Nancy. “The Impact of the Post-Arms Control Context and Great Power 

Competition in the Arctic”, The Arctic Institute, 22 June 2021, 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/impact-post-arms-control-context-great-

power-competition-arctic/.!

!

GA-!*4I,)$!&3!,!I&1$T,%41!)&#$%&;!-%,!,#'!.%-,$!I&>-%!)&4I-$*$*&#!)%-,$-1!1*.#*3*),#$!

)A,;;-#.-1!$&!2%)$*)!1$,7*;*$/ in the mid- to long-term, although it is difficult to predict 

how the competition in the region will emerge alongside the cooperative framework – 

the norms and institutions – that currently governs Arctic relations. It can be assumed 

that different parts of the Arctic will demonstrate different types of competition, such as 

in the European Arctic where NATO activities are increasing, versus the North American 

Arctic with the modernization of continental defence emphasizing persistent domain 

awareness and information dominance, deterrence, and defeat mechanisms. A return to 

arms control, rather than arms competition, would involve engagement and dialogue 

between the U.S., Russia, and possibly China, which would set conditions for increasing 

cooperation towards strategic stability that would see benefits in the Arctic domain. At 

this time, however, the '-I;&/4-#$!&3!&33-#1*5-!>-,I&#1!1/1$-41!,#'!4($(,;;/!

I%&5&),$*5-!I&1$(%-1!%-*#3&%)-1!4*1$%(1$!,#'!5(;#-%,7*;*$/!$A,$!;-,'1!1$,$-1!$&>,%'1!

);&1*#.!$A-!.,I1!$&!-#A,#)-!1-)(%*$/J!I,%,'&K*),;;/!)%-,$*#.!3(%$A-%!*#1$,7*;*$/!.;&7,;;/J!

,#'!I&$-#$*,;; /!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!

!
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@,%%,#$: US military presence would increase tensions with Russia and China 

 

Limas-Villers, Heberto. “Frozen Cooperation: The Future of Arctic Cooperation.” 

American Security Project, 27 Apr. 2022, 

https://www.americansecurityproject.org/frozen-cooperation-the-future-of-

arctic-cooperation/. 

 

Lastly, 4*;*$,%*S*#.!$A-!2%)$*)!.*5-1!0A*#,!,#'!E(11*,!,!)&44&#!),(1-!&#!>A*)A!$&!.%&>!

);&1-%!,1!7&$A!I(%1(-!,!1IA-%-!&3!*#3;(-#)-!>*$A*#!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#H China considers 

itself a “near-Arctic state” as its 2018 white paper notes the region’s importance in 

fighting climate change, shortening shipping times, and improving access to natural 

resources. However, at best, Russia has expressed lukewarm enthusiasm towards 

China’s ambitions, as China has been constructing deep-sea ports and developing 

hydrocarbon projects. Friction in the region offers an opportunity to draw out the 

divisions and conflicts in the Russia-China relationship, stifling any great power 

balancing act they might hope to achieve jointly. "#)%-,1*#.!$-#1*&#1!>*$A!E(11*,!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!>&(;'!-#)&(%,.-!C($*#!$&!7(*;'!);&1-%!$*-1!>*$A!0A*#,J!4,9*#.!*$!'*33*)(;$!$&!

1-I,%,$-!7&$A!)&(#$%*-1!*#!$A-!;&#.!$-%4H 

!

"4I,)$?! Over securitization of the Arctic lessens US chances at cooperation in the Arctic 

 

Gardiner, Barry. “As the ice melts, a perilous Russian threat is emerging in the Arctic”, 

The Guardian, 13 June 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jun/13/arctic-russia-nato-

putin-climate. 

 

On a recent visit to the Ny-Ålesund international research station on Svalbard, it was 

depressing to hear that scientific cooperation with Russia on climate matters has 

effectively ceased. GA-!2%)$*)!*1!,#!-#5*%&#4-#$!>A-%-!)&&I-%,$*&#!*1!-11-#$*,;H!2%)$*)!
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1)*-#)-!4(1$!7-!'&#-!&5-%!$A-!;&#.!$-%4J!,#'!$A-!%-;,$*&#1A*I1!,#'!$%(1$!7(*;$!(I!

7-$>--#!I,%$#-%1!&33-%!I%-'*)$,7*;*$/!,#'!.%-,$-%!1$,7*;*$/H!"#!,!%-.*&#!$A,$!*1!

7-)&4*#.!&5-%T1-)(%*$*1-'J!-5-%/!&II&%$(#*$/!$&!4*#*4*1-!,))*'-#$,;!

4*1(#'-%1$,#'*#.1!,#'!,5&*'! ,!4*;*$,%/!%-1I&#1-!1A&(;'!7-!1-*S-'H 2!4*;*$,%*1-'!2%)$*)!

>&(;'!(#'-%4*#-!1)*-#$*3*)!)&&I-%,$*&#!,#'!I&1-!,#!-K*1$-#$*,;!$A%-,$H!Somehow, we 

need a diplomatic effort to separate the politics of war from the imperatives of climate 

research. During the cold war, the USSR and the west had cultural and scientific 

exchanges that kept back-channels of communication open when political temperatures 

were running high. Now, more than ever, we need similar initiatives to thaw the 

permafrost between Russian and western research efforts. 

!

2#,;/1*1?!The argument to make here is in regards to a security dilemma that exists in the 

Arctic. When adversaries are seen increasing military strength in territory that is inhabited by 

many, it promotes distrust and antagonism between nations seeking to improve their military 

might. As such, nations might respond by making sea navigation more difficult and cooperation 

is necessary for promoting sea navigation. 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence can lessen the effects of oil spills  

 

2#1>-%: An increased military presence would make the situation worse 

 

@,%%,#$?!Military activity already has already been harmful to the environment 

 

Last, John. “‘Nature is being destroyed’: Russia’s arms buildup in Barents Sea creating 

toxic legacy”, The Guardian, 24 July 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jul/24/russia-barents-sea-

toxic-legacy-military-buildup-mining-shipping-indigenous.!

 

The unprecedented #->!4*;*$,%/!7(*;'(I!A ,1!-KI-%$1!)&#)-%#-'!,7&($!'-5,1$,$*#.!

%-1(;$1!3&%!$A-1-!'-;*),$-!2%)$*)!-)&1/1$-41H!"$!*1!,;%-,'/!,4&#.!$A-!4&1$!I&;;($-'!

I;,)-1!&#!a,%$AH!0(%%-#$1!$A,$!),%%/!>,%4!>,$-%!3%&4!$A-!2$;,#$*)!M)-,#!*#$&!$A-!

Z,%-#$1!+-,!4,9-!*$!&#-!&3!$A-!>&%;'R1!.%-,$!4,%*#-!.,%7,.-!I,$)A-1 , while decades of 

Soviet nuclear tests, the dumping of radioactive waste, ,#'!*#'(1$%*,;!I&;;($*&#!A,5-!

;-3$!4,#/!>,$-%>,/1!A*.A;/!$&K*), contributing to elevated rates of disease among local 

people. The latest military buildup has already resulted in an increase in weapons 

testing and marine traffic, including from new and refurbished nuclear-powered 

icebreakers and submarines – with the attendant risk of nuclear accidents. 

!

@,%%,#$? The Coast Guard is uncommitted to solving problems in the Arctic 

 

Martin, James and Jasper Campbell. “Coast Guard, Take a Fix on Climate Change!” U.S. 

Naval Institute, Jun. 2021, 

https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2021/june/coast-guard-take-fix-

climate-change-0.!

 



Con Responses to Pro Arguments  Sept/Oct  2023 
 

Champion Briefs  258 

Mission control areas (ECAs) are a key component of the Environmental Protection 

Agency and International Maritime Organization’s strategy to reduce air pollution from 

ships. The North American ECA extends 200 miles from the coasts of the United States 

and Canada, with the Coast Guard as a primary enforcement arm.7 But military vessels 

are exempt from its requirements. 0&#$*#(-'!%-;*,#)-!&#!-K)-I$*&#1!3&%!4*;*$,%/!

5-11-;1!'-.%,'-1!I(7;*)!$%(1$!*#!$A-!1-%5*)-!,#'!-%&'-1!*$1!-33-)$*5-#-11!,1!,!%-.(;,$&%/!

7&'/ . On the international stage, by not anticipating and responding to these issues, the 

service loses the initiative of leadership. :#;-11!$A-!:#*$-'!+$,$-1!,#'!*$1!0&,1$!<(,%'!

,)$J!$A-/!),##&$!)%*$*)*S-!I--%1!,#'!'-5-;&I*#.!#,$*&#1!3&%!3,*;*#.!$&!,''%-11!);*4,$-!

)A,#.-H!0;*4,$-!)A,#.-!*1!#&$!4-#$*&#-'!*#!$A-!UVWlt UU!0&,1$!<(,%'!1$%,$-.*)!I;,#H!

F&%-!1(%I%*1*#.J!$A-!2%)$*)!1$%,$-./J!,!'&)(4-#$!A-,5*;/!*#3;(-#)-'!7/!$A-!'*4*#*1A*#.!

2%)$*)!*)-!),IJ!A,1!7($!&#-!%-3-%-#)-J!&#!$A-!Ol$A!I,.-. It is past time for individual 

government agencies, and the Coast Guard in particular, to address climate change as 

both an existential threat and an issue that will fundamentally reshape how they do 

business. It is incumbent on those who support the service and the American people to 

think and plan in the terms this titanic problem requires. 

 

"4I,)$?! Militarization of the Arctic poses a unique threat 

 

Gardiner, Barry. “As the ice melts, a perilous Russian threat is emerging in the Arctic”, 

The Guardian, 13 June 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jun/13/arctic-russia-nato-

putin-climate.!

 

On a recent visit to the Ny-Ålesund international research station on Svalbard, it was 

depressing to hear that scientific cooperation with Russia on climate matters has 

effectively ceased. GA-!2%)$*)!*1!,#!-#5*%&#4-#$!>A-%-!)&&I-%,$*&#!*1!-11-#$*,;H!2%)$*)!

1)*-#)-!4(1$!7-!'&#-!&5-%!$A-!;&#.!$-%4J!,#'!$A-!%-;,$*&#1A*I1!,#'!$%(1$!7(*;$!(I!

7-$>--#!I,%$#-%1!&33-%!I%-'*)$,7*;*$/!,#'!.%-,$-%!1$,7*;*$/H!"#!,!%-.*&#!$A,$!*1!
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7-)&4*#.!&5-%T1-)(%*$*1-'J!-5-%/!&II&%$(#*$/!$&!4*#*4*1-!,))*'-#$,;!

4*1(#'-%1$,#'*#.1!,#'!,5&*'!,!4*;*$,%/!%-1I&#1-!1A&(;'!7-!1-*S-'H 2!4*;*$,%*1-'!2%)$*)!

>&(;'!(#'-%4*#-!1)*-#$*3*)!)&&I-%,$*&#!,#'!I&1-!,#!-K*1$-#$*,;!$A%-,$H!Somehow, we 

need a diplomatic effort to separate the politics of war from the imperatives of climate 

research. During the cold war, the USSR and the west had cultural and scientific 

exchanges that kept back-channels of communication open when political temperatures 

were running high. Now, more than ever, we need similar initiatives to thaw the 

permafrost between Russian and western research efforts. 

!

2#,;/1*1?!While oil spills are problematic, the US military is ill-suited to mitigate the effects of oil 

spills, and militarization of the Arctic increases the risk of oil spills and environmental 

degradation. These responses are important to make because there is a lot of discussion to be 

had about the ability of the military to help or hurt the Arctic environment. 
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A/2:  Military  presence allows the US to perform search and 

rescue missions  

!

2#1>-%?!The US military is ill-equipped to perform search and rescue in the Arctic compared to 

other countries!

!

@,%%,#$?!Technologies for navigating the Arctic are limited!

 

Eger, Karl Magnus. “Search and Rescue in Arctic Waters;.” ARCTIS, 2010,  

www.arctis-

search.com/Search+and+Rescue+in+Arctic+Waters#:~:text=There%20is%20no%

20SAR%20coordination,areas%20it%20is%20not%20available. 

 

IMO has divided Arctic waters into SAR coordination and responsibility areas. Canada is 

responsible for providing meteorological information, traffic services and coordination 

of the eastern part of the Bering Strait, the northern slope of Alaska and the NWP. 

Russia is responsible for the NEP, from the Barents Sea in the east to the Bering Sea in 

the east. There is no SAR coordination north of 90° N, which means that no states are 

SAR responsible for any TPPs. GA-%-!,%-!;*4*$-'!,*'1!$&!#,5*.,$*&#!,#'!$%,33*)!1-%5*)-!

1/1$-41!*#!&%'-%!$&!4&#*$&%!1A*I1!-#$-%*#.!2%)$*)!>,$-%1H!<C+!,#'!_<C+!,%-!,'-m(,$-!

3&%!1&4-!,%-,1J!7($!*#!4&1$!,%-,1!*$!*1!#&$!,5,*;,7;-H In addition, Canada operates a 

voluntary reporting system, NORDREG, for vessels that operates on the NWP. 

Nevertheless, not all ships that reports their entrance to the Canadian authorities. This 

means that the Canadian authorities’ does not have sufficient control of the annual 

shipping on the NWP.  

 

@,%%,#$?!Russia is better equipped to help!

 

Eger, Karl Magnus. “Search and Rescue in Arctic Waters;.” ARCTIS, 2010,  
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www.arctissearch.com/Search+and+Rescue+in+Arctic+Waters#:~:text=There%2

0is%20no%20SAR%20coordination,areas%20it%20is%20not%20available. 

 

On the other hand, the Russian Administration regulates navigation on the NSR through 

the NSR Guidelines. Before any vessel can enter the NSR, the Marine Operational 

Headquarters requires a control inspection in west or east, depending on which 

direction the vessel is sailing from. E(11*,!A,1!,!)&#1*'-%,7;-!;,%.-%!,#'!1$%&#.-%!

*)-7%-,9-%!3;--$!$&!1(II&%$!&I-%,$*&#1 on the NSR than Canada has for the NWP. E(11*,!

A,1!i!#();-,%!*)-7%-,9-%1!,5,*;,7;-!3&%!6+E!1(II&%$J!*#!,''*$*&#J!1-5-%,;!%*5-%!,#'!

'*-1-;!*)-7%-,9-%1!&I-%,$*#.!&#!,!/-,%T%&(#'!7,1*1. Canada operates 6 icebreakers (2 

heavy, 3 medium and 1 light) for seasonal (May-November) NWP operations. Both fleets 

are aging and needs improvements in light of any increased ship traffic in the future. 

!

"4I,)$?! Increasing US military presence increases tension between the US and Russia and 

would reduce cooperation 

 

Gardiner, Barry. “As the ice melts, a perilous Russian threat is emerging in the Arctic”, 

The Guardian, 13 June 2023, 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jun/13/arctic-russia-nato-

putin-climate.!

 

On a recent visit to the Ny-Ålesund international research station on Svalbard, it was 

depressing to hear that scientific cooperation with Russia on climate matters has 

effectively ceased. GA-!2%)$*)!*1!,#!-#5*%&#4-#$!>A-%-!)&&I-%,$*&#!*1!-11-#$*,;H!Arctic 

science must be done over the long term, and the relationships and trust built up 

between partners offer predictability and greater stability. "#!,!%-.*&#!$A,$!*1!7-)&4*#.!

&5-%T1-)(%*$*1-'J!-5-%/!&II&%$(#*$/!$&!4*#*4*1-!,))*'-#$,;!4*1(#'-%1$,#'*#.1!,#'!

,5&*'!,!4*;*$,%/!%-1I&#1-!1A&(;'!7-!1-*S-'H A militarised Arctic would undermine 

scientific cooperation and pose an existential threat.!Somehow, we need a diplomatic 
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effort to separate the politics of war from the imperatives of climate research. During 

the cold war, the USSR and the west had cultural and scientific exchanges that kept 

back-channels of communication open when political temperatures were running high. 

Now, more than ever, we need similar initiatives to thaw the permafrost between 

Russian and western research efforts. 

!

2#,;/1*1: The debate on this argument can get interesting in regards to what the implications 

are of an increased military presence. Still, the debate typically ties in to the idea that there 

may be better actors to help with search and rescue that understand Arctic conditions better 

than US forces. 

!

!

! !
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A/2:  Military presence would help protect the Circumpolar 

and Arctic peoples  

!

2#1>-%?!US presence in the Arctic would make war more likely and pollution already threatens 

indigenous populations!

 

@,%%,#$: An enormous portion of emissions comes from military activity 

 

Carliner, Sam. “Arctic Military Build-up Poses New Geopolitical and Climate Risks.”  

Responsible Statecraft, 29 Aug. 2022, 

https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2022/08/29/arctic-military-build-up-poses-

new-geopolitical-and-climate-

risks/#:~:text=With%20this%20context%2C%20increased%20military,70%20perc

ent%20of%20operational%20emissions. 

 

“Despite the lack of available information, Dr. Crawford used what data is public to 

calculate U.S. military emissions for the Costs of War Project. According to her research 

on military emissions published in 2019, “$A-!_M_!*1!$A-!>&%;'R1!;,%.-1$!*#1$*$($*&#,;!

(1-%!&3!I-$%&;-(4!,#'!)&%%-1I&#'*#.;/J!$A-!1*#.;-!;,%.-1$!*#1$*$($*&#,;!I%&'()-%!&3!

.%--#A&(1-!.,11-1!N<^<P!*#!$A-!>&%;'Hf!+A-!-KI;,*#-'!$A,$!%&(.A;/!OV!I-%)-#$!&3!$A-!

4*;*$,%/R1!-4*11*&#1!)&4-!3%&4!e*#1$,;;,$*&#!-4*11*&#1Jf!4-,#*#.!$A-!-#-%./!(1-!&3!

4*;*$,%/!7,1-1!,#'!&$A-%!*#1$,;;,$*&#1H!GA-!&$A-%!XV!I-%)-#$!)&4-1!3%&4!e&I-%,$*&#,;!

-4*11*&#1Jf!&%!$A-!-#-%./!(1-!&3!,;;!$%,*#*#.J!4*11*&#1J!$%,#1I&%$J!,#'!&$A-%!,)$*5*$*-1H 

“To boil it down, anything that involves transportation is an emitter of serious 

significance,” Crawford said. With this context, increased military activities in the Arctic 

are likely to result in increased emissions if activities are not reduced elsewhere.” 

 

@,%%,#$?!US militarization of the Arctic would embolden adversaries!
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Limas-Villers, Heberto. “Frozen Cooperation: The Future of Arctic Cooperation.” 

American Security Project, 27 Apr. 2022, 

https://www.americansecurityproject.org/frozen-cooperation-the-future-of-arctic-

cooperation/. 

 

Lastly, 4*;*$,%*S*#.!$A-!2%)$*)!.*5-1!0A*#,!,#'!E(11*,!,!)&44&#!),(1-!&#!>A*)A!$&!.%&>!

);&1-%!,1!7&$A!I(%1(-!,!1IA-%-!&3!*#3;(-#)-!>*$A*#!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#H China considers 

itself a “near-Arctic state” as its 2018 white paper notes the region’s importance in 

fighting climate change, shortening shipping times, and improving access to natural 

resources. However, at best, Russia has expressed lukewarm enthusiasm towards 

China’s ambitions, as China has been constructing deep-sea ports and developing 

hydrocarbon projects. Friction in the region offers an opportunity to draw out the 

divisions and conflicts in the Russia-China relationship, stifling any great power 

balancing act they might hope to achieve jointly. "#)%-,1*#.!$-#1*&#1!>*$A!E(11*,!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!>&(;'!-#)&(%,.-!C($*#!$&!7(*;'!);&1-%!$*-1!>*$A!0A*#,J!4,9*#.!*$!'*33*)(;$!$&!

1-I,%,$-!7&$A!)&(#$%*-1!*#!$A-!;&#.!$-%4H 

!

"4I,)$?! Pollution already threatens indigenous populations 

 

Montgomery, Ellen. “The Willow Project: A Carbon Bomb Aimed at the Western Arctic.” 

Environment America, 01 Jul. 2022, 

https://environmentamerica.org/articles/willow-project-carbon-bomb-aimed-

western-arctic/.!

  

The Willow Project poses an existential threat to the Iñupiat Peoples whose traditional 

food and cultural practices are tied to the region’s resources and whose ancestors have 

lived in this area for centuries. Few communities have truly felt the effects of the fossil 

fuel industry’s greed more than those living in the ArcticH!M5-%!$A-!/-,%1J!%*1*#.!

$-4I-%,$(%-1J!*#$-#1*3*-'!7/!$A-!I&;;($*&#!3%&4!&*;!'%*;;*#.J!A,5-!)A,#.-'!$A-!1-,!*)-!
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,#'!*4I,)$-'!$A-!)%*$*),;!1I-)*-1!$A,$!$A-/!A(#$!3&%!3&&'H!=&11*;!3(-;!'-5-;&I4-#$!

%-m(*%-1!,!.%-,$!'-,;!&3!>,$-%!$&!&I-%,$-J!,#'!$A-!'-.%,',$*&#!&3!I&$,7;-!>,$-%!

1&(%)-1!>*;;!A,5-!,!'-5,1$,$*#.!*4I,)$!&#!$A-!I-&I;-!$A,$!'-I-#'!&#!$A-4H!a,)A!1$,.-!

&3!$A-!&*;!-K$%,)$*&#!I%&)-11!-4*$1!I&;;($,#$1J!3%&4!$A-!4-$A,#-!$A,$!;-,91!3%&4!

I%&'()$*&#!-m(*I4-#$!$&!$A-!$%()91!$A,$!$%,#1I&%$!4,$-%*,;1!$&!$A-!&*;!>-;;1. Some of 

these pollutants are cancerous, and others can cause serious cardiovascular, kidney, and 

chronic respiratory problems. The small Arctic community of Nuiqsut, surrounded by 

planned and active oil wells, has felt such sickness and pain firsthand. From 1986 to 

2000, the number of inhabitants in Nuiqsut that were treated for respiratory illnesses 

increased from one to 75, which is 18.8% of the total population. This unprecedented 

spike in respiratory issues paralleled the growing number of wells present in the area 

and their increasing proximity to the village. Nuiqsut native Sam Kunuknana recalls that 

his daughter came home after a short “10-15 minute walk” outdoors following the 

Repsol blowout, an accident at a nearby oil well, and that her temperature spiked…ears 

hurt…and [she] was in a lot of pain.” It took over a month for Kunuknana’s daughter to 

recover. 

 

2#,;/1*1: The argument here is that even if the US places an emphasis on protecting indigenous 

populations, the military’s presence itself is enough to create a vicious cycle of emissions, 

adversarial conflict, and continued emissions. With indigenous populations already threatened 

by emissions and pollutants, we can expect the situation to get worse with more military 

presence. 

! !
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A/2:  Military presence in the Arctic helps protect endangered 

species 

!

2#1>-%?!An increase in US military presence heightens the risk of war and hurts endangered 

species!

!

@,%%,#$?!US militarization of the Arctic would embolden adversaries 

 

Limas-Villers, Heberto. “Frozen Cooperation: The Future of Arctic Cooperation.” 

American Security Project, 27 Apr. 2022, 

https://www.americansecurityproject.org/frozen-cooperation-the-future-of-

arctic-cooperation/. 

 

Lastly, 4*;*$,%*S*#.!$A-!2%)$*)!.*5-1!0A*#,!,#'!E(11*,!,!)&44&#!),(1-!&#!>A*)A!$&!.%&>!

);&1-%!,1!7&$A!I(%1(-!,!1IA-%-!&3!*#3;(-#)-!>*$A*#!$A-!2%)$*)!M)-,#H China considers 

itself a “near-Arctic state” as its 2018 white paper notes the region’s importance in 

fighting climate change, shortening shipping times, and improving access to natural 

resources. However, at best, Russia has expressed lukewarm enthusiasm towards 

China’s ambitions, as China has been constructing deep-sea ports and developing 

hydrocarbon projects. Friction in the region offers an opportunity to draw out the 

divisions and conflicts in the Russia-China relationship, stifling any great power 

balancing act they might hope to achieve jointly. "#)%-,1*#.!$-#1*&#1!>*$A!E(11*,!*#!$A-!

2%)$*)!>&(;'!-#)&(%,.-!C($*#!$&!7(*;'!);&1-%!$*-1!>*$A!0A*#,J!4,9*#.!*$!'*33*)(;$!$&!

1-I,%,$-!7&$A!)&(#$%*-1!*#!$A-!;&#.!$-%4H 

!

@,%%,#$?!US military presence would make cooperation more difficult 

 

Teeple, Nancy. “The Impact of the Post-Arms Control Context and Great Power 

Competition in the Arctic”, The Arctic Institute, 22 June 2021, 
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https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/impact-post-arms-control-context-great-

power-competition-arctic/.!

!

GA-!*4I,)$!&3!,!I&1$T,%41!)&#$%&;!-%,!,#'!.%-,$!I&>-%!)&4I-$*$*&#!)%-,$-1!1*.#*3*),#$!

)A,;;-#.-1!$&!2%)$*)!1$,7*;*$/ in the mid- to long-term, although it is difficult to predict 

how the competition in the region will emerge alongside the cooperative framework – 

the norms and institutions – that currently governs Arctic relations. It can be assumed 

that different parts of the Arctic will demonstrate different types of competition, such as 

in the European Arctic where NATO activities are increasing, versus the North American 

Arctic with the modernization of continental defence emphasizing persistent domain 

awareness and information dominance, deterrence, and defeat mechanisms. A return to 

arms control, rather than arms competition, would involve engagement and dialogue 

between the U.S., Russia, and possibly China, which would set conditions for increasing 

cooperation towards strategic stability that would see benefits in the Arctic domain. At 

this time, however, the '-I;&/4-#$!&3!&33-#1*5-!>-,I&#1!1/1$-41!,#'!4($(,;;/!

I%&5&),$*5-!I&1$(%-1!%-*#3&%)-1!4*1$%(1$!,#'!5(;#-%,7*;*$/!$A,$!;-,'1!1$,$-1!$&>,%'1!

);&1*#.!$A-!.,I1!$&!-#A,#)-!1-)(%*$/J!I,%,'&K*),;;/!)%-,$*#.!3(%$A-%!*#1$,7*;*$/!.;&7,;;/J!

,#'!I&$-#$*,;;/!*#!$A-!2%)$*)H!

!

"4I,)$?! Tensions are heightening in the Arctic because of an increased focus on it 

 

Pandit, Puja. “The Melting Arctic and a New Cold War.” Vision of Humanity, 15 July 

2022, www.visionofhumanity.org/the-melting-arctic-and-a-new-cold-war/.!

!

GA-!%,)-!3&%!$A-!2%)$*)!A,1!,))-;-%,$-'!*#!%-)-#$!/-,%1J!>*$A!%*1*#.!$-#1*&#1!,#'!%*1*#.!

$-4I-%,$(%-1!A,5*#.!$A-!I&$-#$*,;!$&!3(%$A-%!(#'-%4*#-!.;&7,;!1-)(%*$/H GA-!%-.*&#!*1!

3,1$!7-)&4*#.!, !1$,.*#.!I&1$!3&%!,!#->!0&;'!@,%J!>*$A!$A-!*#$-%1-)$*&#!&3!

-#5*%&#4-#$,;!*11(-1!,#'!1-)(%*$/!*11(-1!I,%$*)(;,%;/!,II,%-#$H!The History of Arctic 

Relations The wealth of resources available in the Arctic means it is an area of interest 
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for a number of significant players on the international stage. The Arctic is of critical 

strategic importance for both trade and security, with the area contested by NATO 

members and partners as well as the Russian Federation. The events in Ukraine have 

meant that the competition over the Arctic has taken on even more geopolitical 

significance. Projections of changing climate conditions, including melting ice, have the 

potential to further catalyse instability within the region. 

 
2#,;/1*1: Similar to many of the arguments in this debate, it is important to recognize that a 

major point of contention is the effects of US escalation in the Arctic on its ability to cooperate 

with other countries that are power players in the Arctic. In order to protect endangered 

species, it is important that cooperation with other countries plays a role and further escalation 

and war risks that the Arctic becomes further unstable. 

!
!


